
Spring 2020 SGA Elections

UIS Student Government Association
Candidate Information

Filing Deadline: 

4:30pm – Friday, March 20, 2020, Student Leadership Center.
SGA Candidate Meeting:

4:30 pm – Tuesday, March 24, 2020, Union 222C/223D
(Peoria candidates/Online student candidates: You will be contacted by Student Life staff to make arrangements to include you through Skype or a conference call).
Election Dates: 

Wednesday, April 1 & Thursday, April 2, 2020.
Positions Available:

UIS Student Representative to the Board of Trustees

President of the Student Government Association

Internal Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Senator from the College of Business and Management

Senator from the College of Education and Human Services

Senator from the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

Senator from the College of Public Affairs and Administration

Graduate Student Senator

Undergraduate Student Senator

Online Student Senator

Senator-at-Large

Campus Resident Senator

Senator: Peoria Campus

Return all forms to the Student Leadership Center (Union 103) or the UIS Peoria Center Office (Peoria Candidates only)

Spring 2020 Student Government Election 

Overview

Positions available:

Fourteen Student Government Association (SGA) Senator positions and the Student Representative to the Board of Trustees are up for election in the Spring 2020 election. Newly elected SGA Senators will be installed and take office on Sunday, May 3rd and will continue through the conclusion of the Spring 2021 semester unless specified otherwise in the SGA Constitution and By-Laws. 

Election Filing Process:

To be considered a candidate for an elected position, students must file a “2020-2021 Election Filing Form”, a “Certification of Eligibility” form, and a Candidate Position Statement to the Office of Student Life no later than 4:30 pm on Friday March 20, 2020.  Failure to submit any of these forms by the deadline will result in disqualification. Candidates must keep a copy of these forms for their records. (Peoria students may submit forms to the Peoria Center Office by the same date and time.)

Candidate Photo

Candidates interested in submitting a photo must submit it along with their completed application materials. Note: Failure to submit a candidate photo will not disqualify a candidate. However, if a candidate does not submit it, only their name, position for which they are running and their candidate position statement will be listed in the published information. Please email photos to studentlife@uis.edu. 

SGA Candidate Meeting Attendance:

All candidates who have submitted an application for an SGA position must attend the candidate meeting on Tuesday, March 24th at 4:30pm OR must attend a make-up meeting with the Director of Student Life.  Candidates who cannot attend the March 24th meeting should submit a request for a makeup meeting to the Director of Student Life.  The Director of Student Life will review such requests on a case-by-case basis and will make arrangements for an alternate meeting, as appropriate.  Peoria candidates must contact the Director of Student Life (206-4762) to receive the information distributed at the candidate meeting.  All make-up meetings must be completed by 5pm on Friday, March 27th.
Candidates may not distribute campaign material in written or electronic format until they have met this meeting requirement.  
Election Dates & Process:

The Spring 2020 election will be an online election scheduled to begin at 10am on Wednesday, April 1st and continue through 6pm, Thursday, April 2nd.
 “Write- In” Candidates:

Due to the nature of the online election process, and due to the need for the Student Life Office to certify that candidate eligibility, write- in candidates will not be eligible for election in the Spring 2020 election.

Election Campaigns:

Campaigning by eligible candidates may begin at 5:30pm on Tuesday, March 24th and may continue through the conclusion of the election. Candidates are not required to campaign for their positions.  Candidates who do post campaign materials are required to remove all campaign flyers and other materials no later than Noon on Friday, April 3rd. Detailed regulations regarding the campaign process will be distributed at the candidate meeting on Tuesday, March 24th.

Spring 2020 Student Government Elections Overview (Continued)
Candidate Forum
The Student Government Association has scheduled a candidate forum to be held during the election period. This event allows UIS students an opportunity to meet the candidates as well as providing a platform for candidates to present their views on various issues of interest to students.  The date of this forum will be Tuesday, March 31st from 4-5:30pm in the LRH Great Room. Involvement in this forum is mandatory. Candidates who cannot participate in person should submit a reason for their inability to participate to the Director of Student Life. Also, the candidate statement submitted as part of their filing documents will be read in their absence.
“Slates” of Candidates

While candidates may choose to informally organize into “slates” for campaign purposes, slate affiliation will not be noted or recognized in any way as part of the formal election process.

Ballot Order

Ballot order will be determined by a random drawing of names of the candidates for each position at the candidate meeting.  All candidates who have completed the application process will be included in the drawing, regardless of their attendance at the meeting.

2020-2021 Student Election Filing Form
Name: _________________________________________ Local Phone #: (______) _________________



Last

First

Middle

Local Address: ________________________________________________________________________




Street






Apt/ Room #



_______________________________________________________________________




City




State

Zip

E-mail Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
Phone #: (____) _________________________Alternative Phone # (Cell or Work): (____) ____________

Academic Major: ___________________________School: _____________________________________

Campus: ___ Springfield:
___ Peoria

Current Class Standing: ___ Undergraduate
___ Graduate; 

Credit hours completed prior to the start of the Spring 2020 semester: ________


Office Sought:  Please mark below the position for which you are seeking election. Note: You may run for only one position.

_____ Student Rep. to the Board of Trustees
_____ Senator: Public Affairs & Administration
_____ President




_____ Undergraduate Student Senator
_____ Internal Vice-President


_____ Graduate Student Senator
_____ Treasurer



_____ Online Student Senator
_____Secretary




_____Senator-at-Large
_____Senator:  Business & Management
_____ Campus Resident Senator
_____ Senator: Education & Human Services
_____ Senator: Peoria Campus

_____ Senator:  Liberal Arts & Sciences



I hereby attest that all the information provided in this filing form is true. I understand that any discrepancies found may result in my disqualification. As a candidate, I shall comply with the UIS Student Government Constitution and Bylaws and with the Elections Code.
______________________________    
_________________________          ________________

 Candidate Signature                  


Candidate Printed Name                    
Date
This form must be completed and returned to the Student Life Office by 4:30pm, Friday, March 20, 2020. Forms may also be emailed to: studentlife@uis.edu or faxed to 217-206-7710. Note: Forms MUST include a signature in order to be accepted.
Candidate Position Statement 

Name: ________________________________________________

Year in School: _________________________________________

Candidate for the Position of: ______________________________

A position statement is an official statement in which you, as a candidate, declare what you think are the important issues regarding your constituency, and the UIS community.  

Please provide this information below or as an attachment to your candidate filing forms.

For consistency, please use “Times New Roman” 12-point font. Statements may not exceed 150 words.  Be advised that your candidate position statement will be made available to campus publications including the UIS Journal and the SGA website.  Be certain to spell check and “proof” your document carefully before submitting it.

Certification of Eligibility
The information provided on this form will be used by the Office of Student Life to verify your eligibility to run for election and serve in the position you have designated. The verification of the information you provide here will be treated as confidential.

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________



Last


First


Middle

Elected Office you are seeking: _______________________________

Student UIN: ___________________________ 

(Note that your UIN is required to verify your academic status and to insure identity in the event of duplicate names.)

My major is: __________________________in the College of_____________________________ 
Status: I am a (an) ______________Undergraduate student ___________Graduate student.

Are you currently in good academic standing?
________ Yes
 _______No

Are you on disciplinary probation?


________ Yes
 _______No

I certify that the above information is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge, and that I have not willfully falsified any information on this form. I authorize the UIS Office of the Registrar, to verify the accuracy of the information above and to verify that I have met the minimum GPA, half-time status, and position-specific requirements noted in the Student Government Association Constitution. I also authorize the Dean of Students Office to verify that I am in good standing. I acknowledge that I will be ineligible to seek or hold an elected position if I fail to meet the stated eligibility requirements for that position.

Signed: __________________________________________ Date: ______________________

------------------------------------------------ Registrar Office Use Only -----------------------------------------

Student meets requirements for the position of ______________________________________

Information Verified by: _____________________________________ Date______________ 

Comments or Corrections:

------------------------------------------------ Dean of Students Use Only ----------------------------------------

Student meets requirements for the position of ______________________________________

Information Verified by: _____________________________________ Date______________ 

Comments or Corrections:
Position Requirements
General Requirements:

Candidates for elected Student Government positions must meet certain requirements, and if elected, must continue to meet these requirements for the duration of their term of office. 

Article IV, Section 1 of the SGA Constitution specifies the membership of the student body for purposes of representation by the SGA:

“Any person enrolled as a Student for academic credit in any course offered under the auspices of the University of Illinois at Springfield shall be automatically considered a member of the student body; except a person who is concurrently a member of the University of Illinois faculty, civil service, or executive staff. All members of the Student Body as defined above shall be eligible to vote in Student elections and referendums.”

Article V Section 1 of the SGA Constitution defines general requirements for elected and appointed positions:

 “Students elected or appointed to any position on the SGA are required to have and maintain a cumulative 2.5 GPA for all courses completed at the University of Illinois at Springfield, except for first-year students, who do not have any credit (0 credit hours). 

Members of the student body who serve on the Student Government Association or represent the student body by appointment of the SGA to campus or university committees must maintain at least half time status at the time of appointment/election through the duration of their term in office. Half-time status is defined as being enrolled for a minimum of six (6) credit hours as an undergraduate student, or for a minimum of four (5) hours as a graduate student. Students who are in their final term of study and are completing only courses required for graduation are exempted from the half-time status requirement. “
Article VII of the SGA Constitution additionally requires that candidates for the positions of SGA President and SGA Vice- president shall, at the time of seeking office, have a minimum of twelve (12) hours of undergraduate credit or eight (8) hours of graduate credit successfully completed at the University of Illinois Springfield.
Candidates should review the SGA Constitution to insure that they meet eligibility requirements and are willing to assume designated responsibilities before filing for election. The SGA Constitution is available online at http://www.uis.edu/sga/constitution.html, or in hard copy in the Student Life Office.

Summary Position Descriptions

Student Representative to the Board of Trustees:

The Student Representative to the University of Illinois Board of Trustees shall be an ex-officio member of the Student Government Association, and shall be governed by the policies of the Board of Trustees and in accordance with the University of Illinois Trustees Act (110 ILCS 310/). The Student Trustee will have a non-binding, advisory vote on the SGA.
SGA President:

The President shall preside at Student Government meetings. The President is responsible for developing and distributing the agenda for each Student Government meeting. 


The President shall have the power to nominate any student, in governmental service or not, into any committee or appoint persons to vacancies, subject to the approval of the SGA at large. 


The President shall appoint a Parliamentarian, to be approved by the SGA at-large, within two (2) business meetings of his/her tenure.

SGA Internal Vice-President:

The Internal Vice-President is an ex-officio member of all Student Government Committees and will supervise the coordination of and between committees. 


The Internal Vice President shall nominate a prospective chairperson for the Inter-Club Council Board and Student Activities Committee to the SGA at-large for appointment.

SGA Treasurer:

The Treasurer shall keep a record of all expenses and income of the Student Government. The Treasurer will serve as the Chair of the Budget Review Committee. The Treasurer will obtain all student fees information through the Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs. 


The Treasurer shall serve as the Vice-Chair of the Student Organization Funding Association and shall be the Vice-Chair of the Student Activities Committee.

SGA Secretary:

The Secretary of Student Government shall be responsible for the compilation and distribution of minutes for regular business meetings and shall keep a record of all official correspondence of the SGA for archives.

Summary Position Descriptions 
(Continued)

SGA Senators:

Senators are elected to represent various constituencies and are required to maintain contact with the groups they represent and consult with them on issues of importance. All Senators are required to serve on at least two governance committees; to attend Bi-weekly Student Government meetings and participate in SGA sponsored events and activities. Available positions include:

Senator from the College of Business & Management who must be actively pursuing a degree from and enrolled in a major or minor within the College of Business & Management.

Senator from the College of Education and Human Services, who must be actively pursuing a degree from and enrolled in a major or minor within the College of Education and Human Services.

Senator from the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, who must be actively pursuing a degree from and enrolled in a major or minor within the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences.
Senator from the College of Public Affairs and Administration, who must be actively pursuing a degree and enrolled in a major within the College of Public Affairs and Administration. 

Graduate Student Senator, who must be actively pursuing a graduate degree at the University of Illinois at Springfield. 

Undergraduate Student Senator, who must be a degree-seeking undergraduate student who was originally admitted as a freshman to the University of Illinois at Springfield.
Online Student Senator, who must be admitted to and enrolled in an online, degree-seeking program of study.

Senator-at-Large represents the overall student body. There are no additional requirements beyond those listed above. 
Campus Resident Senator who must be a student who lives on campus at the time of seeking office and throughout the time of service on SGA.

Senator from the Peoria Campus, who must be enrolled in at least one course at the UIS Peoria Campus.
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