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A recurring story in media across Illinois is that, since 2014, the state’s population has
been shrinking. Following the 2020 Census, Illinois is losing one representative in the
United States House of Representatives due to this population decline and combined
with increases in the populations of other states. Recent analysis suggests the rate of
population loss is much greater in the rest of Illinois than in the Chicago metro area.
What is driving the exodus of people out of the non-Chicago area of Illinois? In this
article, we use survey data to explore this question through a case study of the state
capital, Springfield, and its metropolitan area. We find that current evaluations of the
local area, prospective evaluations of the future of the area, and the level of confidence
respondents have in the state government are all statistically significant predictors of
respondents desiring to relocate. Our analysis gives state and local policymakers key
insights into the factors that shape the attitudes of individuals toward the possibility
of moving. This information can help shape local policies aimed at retaining current
residents and decreasing population loss.

INTRODUCTION

Arecurring story in mediaacross Illinois is that, since 2014, the state’s population
has been shrinking (Buchman, 2019; Reyes, 2019; Loury, 2020; Pearson, 2021;
Trubey, 2021; WIFR Newsroom, 2021). Following the 2020 Census, Illinois is
losing one representative in the United States House of Representatives due
to this population decline and combined with increases in the populations
of other states. While both the Chicago metro area and the rest of Illinois,
commonly referred to as “downstate,” are experiencing population loss, it’s not
at an equal rate. A recent analysis from the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for
Planning (CMAP) suggests the rate of population loss is much greater in the
downstate region than in the Chicago metro area (CMAP, 2021). According to
CMAP’s December 2020 analysis, the Chicago area has suffered a population
loss of 0.05% in the past few years, while the rest of Illinois had a loss of 2.14%
in the same time frame.
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What is driving the exodus of people out of Illinois? Given the dramatic
difference in outmigration rates between the two areas of Illinois, the more
pressing question may be what is driving outmigration in the downstate region,
in particular? In this article, we use survey data to systematically explore what
may drive individuals to desire a move from downstate through a case study
of the state capital, Springfield, and its metropolitan area. Understanding what
drives people to consider moving is important as a desire to move indicates that
a person may think they would be happier in a different area than where they
currently reside (De Jong & Fawcett, 1981; Kley, 2011). Further, individuals
who desire to move out of an area may pull back from investing or participating
in the local area, contributing to the area’s decline (van der Land & Doff, 2010),
which perhaps could spur additional outmigration. Our analysis gives state
and local policymakers key insights into the factors that shape the attitudes
of individuals toward the possibility of moving. These findings can help drive
state and local decisions around policies and marketing. Such actions can help
with retaining residents, limiting the potential negative impact on investment
or participation, and limiting the potential decline of an area by addressing
the factors that are the most impactful on shaping an individual’s interest in
moving.

EXISTING RESEARCH

Previous research into individuals’ moving decisions highlights a number of key
findings. While not exhaustive, we will highlight salient parts of this research.
One of the key points is separating a desire to move, an expectation or plan
to move, and making a decision to move, which are all distinct phenomena
(Rossi, 1955; von Reichert, 2006; Coulter et al., 2011; de Groot et al., 2011).
This research also distinguishes from moves that are sought out based on a
desire to move and moves that are forced, perhaps due to life circumstances,
which follow a different decision-making process (Coulter et al., 2011). Further,
existing research suggests that the evolution from a desire to move to actually
moving is often a long process, and the desire to move frequently does not
guarantee a person will move (Coulter et al., 2012). In fact, approximately 75%
of people who desire a move expect to stay in their current area (von Reichert,
2006). The current article focuses on understanding the foundations of a desire
to move.

Existing findings point to a key role of demographic factors in driving a desire
to move. An often-looked-at motivating factor for considering moving is age.
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Researchers find that as people’s age increases, they are less likely to desire
a move and less likely to translate that desire to move into action (Clarke &
Hunter, 1992; Clark & Dieleman, 1996; Lu, 1998; Johnson et al., 2005; Brown
& Glasgow, 2008; de Groot et al., 2011; Coulter et al., 2012; Ulrich-Schad et
al., 2013). As people age, we form ties to communities through friendships,
property ownership, membership in social organizations, and employment
that shape our attachment to a given location (Smith & Krannich, 2000; Carr
& Kefalas 2010b; Oishi, 2010; Winkler et al., 2011; Gonzalez et al., 2018). These
attachments in turn may affect our desire to move.

One factor that may combine with the relationship between age and a desire to
move ishomeownership. In the United States, there arelarge differences between
younger individuals and older individuals when it comes to homeownership
(U.S. Census Bureau, 2021). Less than 40% of individuals under the age of 35
own their home. But approximately 70% of Americans between the ages 45 and
54 own their homes, and 80% of those over 65 years old do. Homeownership is
known to restrict moving behavior as homeowners move less frequently than
renters (Speare et al., 1975; Clark & Dieleman, 1996; Mulder & Hooimeijer,
1999; Helderman, 2007).

Several other demographic aspects in addition to age and housing play a role in
shaping an individual’s desire to move. Race can drive a desire to move; being
white correlates with an increased desire to move, as well as following through
on those desires, especially in areas that are increasing in their diversity (Krysan,
2002; van Ham & Fiejten, 2008; Feijten & van Ham, 2009; Crowder et al., 2011).
This process is related to a larger phenomenon referred to as “white flight”
(Crowder, 2000; Emerson et al., 2001; Crowder & South, 2008). Findings on
gender are more mixed, with some research finding gender differences aren’t
relevant in a desire to move (Michielin et al., 2008) while others have found
that women are more likely to desire to move and more likely than men to turn
a desire to move into a successful move (Lu, 1999; de Groot et al., 2011).

Employment also matters because individuals with a job are more likely
to move than those who are unemployed (Feijten, 2005). Highly educated
people also tend to be more mobile compared with less-educated people
(Clark & Dieleman, 1996; Ulrich-Schad et al., 2013). Income, however, can
be a complicated factor in a desire to move. Those with a high income have a
higher probability to translate moving intentions into action, but they may be
less likely to desire a move in the first place (Duncan & Newman, 1976; Moore,
1986; Lichter et al., 1995; de Groot et al., 2011; Coulter et al., 2012).
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Researchers have also demonstrated a link between individual personalities
and moving (Jokela, 2009; Oishi, 2010). One more consideration is that while
surveys are often completed by individuals, those individuals may be married
or in a relationship or have children, all of which can affect the interest,
ability, and decision to move. Research finds frequent disagreement between
couples on a desire to move and inaction on moving when spouses disagree
(Mincer, 1978; Buck, 2000; Ferreira & Taylor, 2009; Coulter et al., 2012). Taken
collectively, previous research points to a highly complex picture of the impact
of demographics, which requires accounting for a number of factors when
trying to understand a desire to move.

Outside of demographics, personal evaluations of the current area of residence
have been found to be a large driving force of the desire to move, particularly
dissatisfaction (Speare, 1974; Speare et al., 1975 and 1982; De Jong et al., 1992;
Stinner & Van Loon, 1992; De Jong, 1994; von Reichert, 2006; Ulrich-Schad
et al., 2013). Dissatisfaction depends on how respondents evaluate the current
area they live in and how those evaluations interact with their expectations for
the area (Rossi, 1955; Speare, 1974; von Reichert, 2006; Carr & Kefalas 2010a;
Ulrich-Schad et al., 2013). Further, researchers have focused on the impact of
optimism and pessimism for an area’s future on a desire to move from an area
in shaping dissatisfaction (Ulrich-Schad et al., 2013). Relatedly, researchers
have found that evaluations of the local economy help influence attitudes
toward moving (von Reichert, 2006; Carr & Kefalas 2010a; Ulrich-Schad et al.,
2013). These findings suggest that understanding how individuals assess their
local area is an important factor that affects an individual’s desire to move, and
researchers need to account for it.

DATA

The survey was fielded from June 1, 2019, to July 3, 2019, via mail questionnaire
with the option to take the survey online. The sample was an address-based
sample of 8,000 households in Sangamon County, Illinois. The Institute for
Legal, Legislative, and Policy Studies sent an introductory letter, the mail
questionnaire, and a postage-paid reply envelope. A total of 652 interviews
were completed (612 via mail; 40 via the web).

DEPENDENT VARIABLE

Our dependent variable comes from the question “In the past 12 months, have
you considered moving out of, or away from, Sangamon County?” Respondents
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could select either “yes” or “no.” This measure reflects a desire to move while
not necessarily reflecting an expectation or plan to move, which are distinctly
different (von Reichert, 2006; Coulter et al., 2011; de Groot et al., 2011; Ulrich-
Schad et al., 2013). We look at the desire to move as opposed to intent to move
for two reasons. First, doing so aligns us with a number of existing studies.
Second, we have the practical issue that intention to move was not asked in
the survey analyzed. Future iterations of the survey will ask such questions. In
our survey results, 52% of respondents report they desire to move away from
Sangamon County.

EVALUATION-BASED EXPLANATORY VARIABLES

Given that most people surveyed desire a move from the area, the reasons were
likely to be diverse, aligning with the previously mentioned existing research,
requiring exploration of numerous potential motivations. Building on the idea
that a desire to move is driven by subjective evaluations, we explore multiple
subjective evaluations of Sangamon County, state and local government, and a
respondent’s neighborhood. To understand what drives individuals to want to
move, we included a number of survey questions aimed to evaluate individuals’
lives and the area they live in.

The first variable, “right direction,” comes from the question “Generally
speaking, would you say that things in Sangamon County are heading in the
right direction or are they off on the wrong track?” Similarly worded questions
have been used at the national, state, and locality levels since the early 1970s,
and they capture how optimistic or pessimistic about the area respondents
are. Including a measure of optimism or pessimism is consistent with other
research on this topic (Ulrich-Schad et al., 2013).

The survey also asked respondents to rate Sangamon County as a place to
live, raise children, work, and retire. For each, response options were “poor;’
“fair; “good,” or “excellent” We account for these measures of local-area
satisfaction to build on prior work that has demonstrated a connection between
dissatisfaction with an area and a willingness to move from that area (Speare,
1974; Speare et al., 1975 and 1982; De Jong et al., 1992; De Jong, 1994; von
Reichert, 2006). In our main analysis, we combine respondent scores into an
overall rating of Sangamon County, which has values between zero and 16. This
combined summative index is similar to the approach utilized by Ulrich-Schad
et al. (2013). While the “right direction or wrong track” question captures how
optimistic or pessimistic a respondent is about the future of a given area, this
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combined variable captures how respondents currently rate the area (Rossi,
1955; Speare et al., 1974; von Reichert, 2006; Carr & Kefalas, 2010a; Ulrich-
Schad et al., 2013).

Confidence in local leaders comes from the survey question asking “In
general, how much more confidence would you say you have in local leaders
to effectively address problems in your community?” Respondents could
select “not confident at all;” “not very confident,” “somewhat confident,” or
“very confident” Including a measure of evaluation of local government is
consistent with other research on local migration (Ulrich-Schad et al., 2013;
Ketterer & Rodriguez-Pose, 2014). Given Springfield’s status as the home of
state government, with the state government overwhelmingly being the largest
employer in the metropolitan area, evaluations of state government may affect
attitudes (City of Springfield, 2020, p. 200). By accounting for state government,
we expand considerations of dissatisfaction with it and also capture potential
dissatisfaction with the largest employer in an area. To gather this, we included
a question that asked “In general, how much more confidence would you say
you have in state leaders to effectively address problems in your community?”
As with local leaders, respondents could select “not confident at all,” “not very
confident,” “somewhat confident,” or “very confident”

Evaluation of local economic conditions captures respondent evaluation of
the local economy and is based on responses to the question “How do you
rate Sangamon County’s economy today?” This four-point measure has
options of “poor;” “fair,;” “good,” and “excellent” The importance of economic
considerations comes from findings of prior research (von Reichert, 2006; Carr
& Kefalas 2010b; Ulrich-Schad et al., 2013).

For the variable feelings of safety, we also account for how safe respondents
feel in their neighborhood. Previous research has found a relationship between
attitudes toward a person’s immediate neighborhood and a desire to move
(Sundblad & Sapp 2011). This variable comes from the question “Do you feel
safe or unsafe walking alone at night in your neighborhood” with “safe” and
“unsafe” as the response options.

DEMOGRAPHIC-BASED EXPLANATORY VARIABLES

Our control variables include basic demographic information. As noted,
prior research has found demographic factors to be important factors for
understanding why people move. Age is a five-point measure, with groups
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including “18 to 34 years old,” “35 to 44 years old,” “45 to 54 years old,” “55 to
64 years old,” and “65 and older” Education is also a five-point measure, with

» «

groups including “less than a high school diploma,” “a high school diploma or
GED,” “between a high school diploma and completed four-year degree,” “a
completed four-year college degree,” and “more than a four-year degree” We
account for a respondent’s race by asking whether a respondent self-identified
as “white,” with “white” respondents coded as one and non-white respondents
coded as zero. Employment is captured by asking respondents “Which of the
following best describes your current employment status?” (Coulter et al.,
2011). Relatedly, we also account for income with a five-point measure (Lichter
et al., 1995). Gender is included through a dichotomous variable, with men
coded as zero and women coded as one. Lastly, as existing research suggests a
strong correlation between personality type, particularly agreeableness, and a
person’s willingness to move, we account for personality (Jokela, 2009; Oishi,
2010). To do this, we account for a respondent’s willingness to trust as a proxy
of agreeableness through an individual’s response to the question “Generally
speaking, would you say that most people can be trusted or that you can’t be
too careful in dealing with people?” In line with the long-established use of
such a question, the response options are “most people can be trusted” and
“can’t be too careful” An individual’s willingness to trust others constitutes part
of an agreeable personality in psychology (Costa & McCrae, 1992; McCrae &
Costa, 2003; McCrae, 2004).!

RESULTS

Considering our variable of interest is a “yes” or “no,” all analysis presented in
this section is based on binomial logistic regressions as opposed to ordinary
least squares (OLS) regression. OLS regression would be appropriate if our
dependent variable were a continuous scale, such as a question that asked
“How likely are you to move in the next year?” with a four- or five-point scale as
the response. This is consistent with additional research on this topic (Ulrich-
Schad et al., 2013).

For those unfamiliar with regression analysis, regressions are a statistical way
to holistically account for different factors to understand what is really driving
the phenomena of interest and what isn't. A straightforward explanation
of Table 1 is that those variables that have stars next to their numbers are
statistically significant and correlated with desiring a move out of Sangamon
County. If a variable’s numbers are negative, this means that a particular
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TABLE 1

FACTORS INFLUENCING CONSIDERATION OF MOVING AWAY FROM SANGAMON COUNTY

VARIABLE
Right
direction
Overall
rating

Confidence
in local
leaders

Confidence
in state
leaders

Local
economy

Feel safe
Trust

Age
Education
Woman
White
Income
Unemployed
Constant
AIC

BIC

Log-
likelihood

McFadden
Pseudo
R-Squared

Coefficients and standard errors. All models are binomial logistic regression.” *p < 0.05.

MODEL 1

-0.807 (0.295)*

-0.357 (0.072)*

-0.215 (0.194)

-0.358 (0.179)*

-0.137 (0.251)

-0.122 (0.304)
-0.405 (0.276)
-0.225 (0.097)*
0.262 (0.147)
-0.074 (0.249)
-0.081 (0.462)
0.282 (0.141)*
-0.947 (1.249)
3.094 (0.816)*
457.35

514.63

-214.68

0.512

MODEL 2 MODEL 3 MODEL 4
-1.464 (0.244)*
-0.476 (0.066)*
-0.733 (0.149)*
-0.699 (0.206)*  -0.339 (0.226)  -0.857 (0.190)*
-0.314 (0.273)  -0.089 (0.284)  -0.228 (0.261)

-0.869 (0.242)*
-0.272 (0.088)*
0.235 (0.131)

-0.433 (0.254)
-0.168 (0.091)
0.197 (0.133)

-0.680 (0.236)*
-0.215 (0.084)*
0.165 (0.123)

-0.237(0.226)  -0.175(0.231)  -0.123 (0.216)
0.278 (0.407)  -0.013 (0.432)  0.359 (0.389)
0.328 (0.127)*  0.381 (0.132)*  0.333 (0.121)*
0.067 (0.896)  -0.315 (1.015)  0.346 (0.834)
1.509 (0.695)*  2.741 (0.750)*  1.693 (0.680)*
526.08 507.87 570.49

571.64 553.52 616.57
252.04 242.94 27425

0.427 0.448 0.376

MODEL 5

-0.793 (0.142)*

-0.953 (0.190)*

-0.368 (0.264)
-0.787 (0.235)*
-0.227 (0.085)*

0.169 (0.124)
-0.013 (0.219)
0.154 (0.389)
0.285 (0.122)*
0.140 (0.826)
1.891 (0.688)*
563.02

609.09

-270.51

0.385

variable has a negative correlational relationship with considering moving out
of Sangamon County. If there is a positive number, this means there is a positive
correlational relationship with considering moving out of Sangamon County.

With that all in mind, what does the data presented in Table 1 tell us about
the factors that impact considerations of moving away from Sangamon
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County? First, thinking Sangamon County is heading in the right direction,
or being optimistic about Sangamon County’s future, is significantly negatively
correlated with desiring a move away from Sangamon County. Second,
a respondents overall assessment of Sangamon County is significant and
negatively correlated with desiring a move away. This suggests that as a person
evaluates the area more positively, there is a significant negative relationship
with considering moving away. The results also suggest that confidence in state
leaders, not local leaders, is a significant and negative contributor to desiring a
move. This suggests that those who have more confidence in state government
are less likely to desire moving. Consistent with previous findings, older age
is a significant negative predictor of desiring a move, and higher income is a
significant positive predictor.

Building on the above regression analysis, we turn to predicted probabilities to
further understand what drives a desire to move and how large an impact the
factors have. These tell us the chance of the phenomena occurring, accounting
for all other variables in the model. Figure 1 shows the difference in the
predicted probability of a respondent saying they’ve considered moving from

FIGURE 1

IMPACT OF THINKING SANGAMON COUNTY IS HEADING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION ON
CONSIDERING MOVING
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Sangamon County based on if they report Sangamon County is heading in the
right direction or is on the wrong track, keeping everything else accounted
for in Model 1 at their average value. The impact is sizeable. A respondent
who reports that Sangamon County is on the wrong track has a 61% chance
of saying they've considered moving out of Sangamon County compared
to a respondent who reports things are heading in the right direction, who
has a 42% chance, holding all other variables included at their average. This
is a 19-percentage-point difference. So not only does this measure of public
sentiment have a statistically significant impact on a desire to move, but the
impact is fairly large.

FIGURE 2
IMPACT OF OVERALL RATING OF SANGAMON COUNTY ON CONSIDERING MOVING
% 08
06
E 04 .
g 02
0.0 T T T T T T
0 4 Mean(6) 8 12 16
Rating of Sangamon County

Figure 2 looks at the probability that a respondent reported having considered
moving based on their overall scored evaluation of Sangamon County, holding
all other variables in the model, including the effect of the right direction
question, at their mean. As can be seen in Figure 2, a person whose overall
rating of Sangamon County is zero has a 90.4% probability of reporting
having considered moving in the past year, holding all other values at their
mean. At the mean value response to the question, which is approximately a
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six out of 16, that probability drops to approximately 50%, and a respondent
rating Sangamon County eight out of 16 has a 35.2% probability of reporting
considering moving.

CONCLUSIONS

Our results support previous research that highlights dissatisfaction with
the local area as driving a desire to move away from a given region. We find
measures capturing the optimism or pessimism an individual has toward an
area and current evaluations of a location as being motivating factors of a desire
to relocate. Local governments or nonprofits may want to allocate resources to
be active in articulating a positive vision for their area, as well as reinforcing
the current benefits of an area through marketing campaigns. Essentially,
reminding residents why an area is a good place, as well as convincing residents
to be optimistic about the area’s future, may have important payoffs for local
governments looking to retain their residents.

In a new addition to this research area, we find that metropolitan Springfield
residents not having confidence in state government significantly correlates
with a desire to move out of the area. This finding might be explained in at least
two ways: first as a lack of confidence in the state of Illinois as a government
and second due to state government being the largest employer in the area. This
finding may be unique to state capitals, like Springfield, and may not translate to
areas that do not house state government or areas where the state government
is not the largest employer. It’s possible that previous research findings that are
missing evaluations of state government may be over-attributing the impact of
local governments on a desire to move. In our analysis, a lack of confidence in
local government is a significant predictor of an expressed desire to move out
of the Springfield metropolitan area, but this significance goes away once we
account for evaluations of state government.

Relatedly, state government in Illinois faced a budget impasse for over two
years between July 2015 and August 2017. As a consequence of this, Illinois’
credit rating was lowered, the state government defaulted on paying debts and
contracts, and the state’s reputation was damaged. In 2019, when this survey
was fielded, the Springfield metropolitan area still may have been vulnerable to
moreill will being aimed at the state government that residents in the metro areas
of other state governments may not have felt. Still, this is a potential warning
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for localities that residents may hold an area accountable for evaluations of state
government, which are often far beyond the influence of local government.

A number of considerations around this study should be mentioned. Given
that this study does not have longitudinal data for each respondent, this study
cannot test direct causation. This is a potential issue as it would be reasonable
to debate whether a desire to move may come from a negative evaluation of
the community or if, once one desires to move, they begin to evaluate their
community more poorly. Further, while this study looks at the desire to move
due to data limitations, it does not explore the intent to move. Therefore, the
question of whether the factors that explain a desire to move in Illinois also
explain the intent to move is left open. Future similar surveys may want to
incorporate questions around both the desire to move and the intention to
move. As well, employment opportunities are the number one reason cited
for moving from an area (Frost, 2020). Future studies will want to incorporate
whether respondents are pursuing employment opportunities away from the
area where they currently reside in addition to other potential motivators for
moving. Relatedly, the sector of employment for respondents may matter for a
desire to move. If respondents work in an employment sector that is growing or
shrinking in an area, this may influence a desire to move. In line with existing
research mentioned previously, homeownership also shapes a desire to move.
Future studies will want to incorporate questions related to homeownership
into data collection. They also may want to ask about tenure in the area because
the length of time a respondent has lived in an area may influence a desire to
move. Lastly, while this study looks at local residents’ attitudes and evaluations
of an area, future research may want to expand such analysis to look at the
attitudes and evaluations of local employers on their willingness to keep their
business in the area or relocate.
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ENDNOTES

' Given the large number of factors explored in this project and some potential similarities
between the concepts, we examined whether there were any concerning levels of correlations.
We found some moderate correlational relationships, but none that reached a level of concern.

2 Due to the moderate strength of a couple of the variables in the previously presented
correlation matrix, we also tested for multicollinearity in the data. The concern is over-
multicollinearity, which means that one of the variables in our regression predicts the value of
one or more additional variables in the regression. Based on the parameters outlined in Zuur et
al,, 2010, we find no concerning levels of multicollinearity. For our main model (Model 1), the
variance inflation factor for each variable was: right track=1.45, overall=1.59, confidence in local
leaders=1.48, confidence in state leaders=1.30, evaluation of the local economy=1.51, whether
respondents feel safe=1.23, whether respondents trust in other people=1.29, age=1.08, education
level=1.41, whether the respondent was a woman=1.09, whether a respondent was white=1.07,
household income=1.47, and unemployed=1.023.

REFERENCES

Brown, D. L., & Glasgow, N. (2008). Rural retirement migration. Springer.

Buchman, C. (2019, April 18). Census: Springfield area, many other places in Illinois lose
population. The State Journal-Register. https://www.sj-r.com/news/20190418/census-springfield-
area-many-other-places-in-illinois-lose-population

Buck, N. (2000). Using panel surveys to study migration and residential mobility. In Rose, D.
(Ed.), Researching social and economic change: The uses of household panel studies. Routledge.

Carr, P. J., & Kefalas, M. J. (2010a). Hollowing out the middle: The rural brain drain and what it
means for America. Beacon Press.

Carr, P. J, & Kefalas, M. J. (2010b). Reimagining education in small towns. School
Administrator, 67(5), 30-33. https://www.aasa.org/SchoolAdministratorArticle.aspx?id=13228

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning. (2021). Illinois sees second-largest population loss
of US. states. https://www.cmap.illinois.gov/updates/all/-/asset_publisher/UIM{SLnFfMB6/
content/population-loss-2020-census

City of Springfield, Illinois. (2020). Comprehensive annual financial report for fiscal year ending
February 29, 2020. https://www.springfield.il.us/Government/2020/2020CAFR.pdf

Clark, D. E., & Hunter, W. J. (1992, August). The impact of economic opportunity, amenities and
fiscal factors on age-specific migration rates. Journal of Regional Science, 32(3), 349-365. https://
doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9787.1992.tb00191.x

Clark, W. A. V,, & Dieleman, F. M. (1996). Households and housing: Choice and outcomes in the
housing market. Transaction Publishers.

Costa, T., & McCrae, R. (1992). Revised NEO personality inventory and NEO five-factor inventory.
Psychological Assessment Resources.

Coulter, R., van Ham, M., & Feijten, P. (2011, November 1). A longitudinal analysis of moving
desires, expectations and actual moving behaviour. Environment and Planning A: Economy and
Space, 43(11), 2742-2760. https://doi.org/10.1068/a44105

Ilinois Municipal Policy Journal 97



Understanding Resident Attitudes Towards Moving Out of Illinois

Coulter, R., van Ham, M., & Feijten, P. (2012, January/February). Partner (dis)agreement on
moving desires and the subsequent moving behaviour of couples. Population, Space and Place,
18(1), 16-30. https://doi.org/10.1002/psp.700

Crowder, K. (2000, June). The racial context of white mobility: An individual-level assessment
of the white flight hypothesis. Social Science Research, 29(2), 223-257. https://doi.org/10.1006/
ssre.1999.0668

Crowder, K., Hall, M., & Tolnay, S. E. (2011, February 9). Neighborhood immigration
and native out-migration. American Sociological Review, 76(1), 25-47. https://doi.
org/10.1177/0003122410396197

Crowder, K., & South, S. J. (2008, October 1). Spatial dynamics of white flight: The effects of
local and extralocal racial conditions on neighborhood out-migration. American Sociological
Review, 73(5), 792-812. https://doi.org/10.1177/000312240807300505

de Groot, C., Mulder, C. H., and Manting, D. (2011). Intentions to move and actual moving
behaviour in the Netherlands. Housing Studies, 26(3), 307-328. https://doi.org/10.1080/026730
37.2011.542094

De Jong, G.E and Fawcett, J. (1981). Motivations for migration: an assessment and a value-
expectancy research model. In De Jong, G. E and Gardner, R. W (Eds.), Migration Decision
Making. Multidisciplinary Approaches to Microlevel Studies in Developed and Developing
Countries. New York: Pergamon Press, pp. 13-58.

De Jong, G. E. (1994). Choice processes in migration intentions and behavior. In K. Pandit &
S. D. Withers (Eds.), Migration and restructuring in the United States: A geographic perspective
(Chapter 13). Rowman & Littlefield Publishers.

De Jong, G. E, Wilmoth, J. M., Angel, J. L., and Cornwell, G. T. (1992). Geographic mobility of
the very old: Motives and explanations [Unpublished manuscript]. Pennsylvania State University.

Duncan, G. J., & Newman, S. J. (1976). Expected and actual residential mobility. Journal of the
American Institute of Planners, 42(2), 174-186. https://doi.org/10.1080/01944367608977718

Emerson, M. O., Chai, K. ], and Yancey, G. (2001, December). Does race matter in residential
segregation? Exploring the preferences of white Americans. American Sociological Review, 66(6),
922-935. https://doi.org/10.2307/3088879

Feijten, P. (2005). Life events and the housing career: A retrospective analysis of timed effects.
Eburon.

Feijten, P, & van Ham, M. (2009, August 14). Neighborhood change... reason to leave? Urban
Studies, 46(10), 2103-2122. https://doi.org/lO.l 177/0042098009339430

Ferreira, P.,, & Taylor, M. (2009). Residential mobility, mobility preferences and psychological
health. In M. Brynin & J. Ermisch (Eds.), Changing relationships (pp. 161-179). Routledge.

Frost, R. (2020, May 4). Who is moving and why? Seven questions about residential mobility.
Housing Perspectives, Joint Center for Housing Studies of Harvard University. https://www.jchs.
harvard.edu/blog/who-is-moving-and-why-seven-questions-about-residential-mobility

Gonzalez, J. A., Ragins, B. R., Ehrhardt, K., & Singh, R. (2018). Friends and family: The role of
relationships in community and workplace attachment. Journal of Business and Psychology, 33(1),
89-104. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10869-016-9476-3

Helderman, A. C. (2007). Continuities in homeownership and residential relocations [Doctoral
thesis, Amsterdam Institute for Social Science Research]. UvA-DARE (Digital Academic
Repository). https://dare.uva.nl/search?identifier=de91aebc-ble5-4e11-aca3-983b57cc2440

98 Ilinois Municipal Policy Journal



Understanding Resident Attitudes Towards Moving Out of Illinois

Johnson, K. M., Voss, P. R., Hammer, R. B., Fuguitt, G. V., & Mcniven, S. (2005, November).
Temporal and spatial variation in age-specific net migration in the United States. Demography,
42(4), 791-812. https://doi.org/10.1353/dem.2005.0033

Jokela, M. (2009). Personality predicts migration within and between U.S. states. Journal of
Research in Personality, 43(1), 79-83. https://doi.org/10.1016/].jrp.2008.09.005

Ketterer, T., & Rodriguez-Pose, A. (2014, May). Local quality of government and migration:
Evidence for European regions [Discussion paper 9986]. Centre for Economic Policy Research.
https://repec.cepr.org/repec/cpr/ceprdp/DP9986.pdf

Kley, S. (2011). Explaining the stages of migration within a life-course framework. European
Sociological Review, 27(4), 469-486.

Krysan, M. (2002, November). Whites who say theyd flee: Who are they, and why would they
leave? Demography, 39(4), 675-696. https://doi.org/10.2307/3180826

Lichter, D. T., McLaughlin, D. K., & Cornwell, G. T. (1995). Migration and the loss of human
resources in rural America. In L. J. Beaulieu & D. Mulkey (Eds.), Investing in people: The human
capital needs of rural America (pp. 235-256). Westview Press.

Loury, A. (2020, January 8). Five charts that show who’s leaving Illinois and why. WBEZ Chicago/
NPR. https://www.npr.org/local/309/2020/01/08/794320135/five-charts-that-show-who-s-
leaving-illinois-and-why

Lu, M. (1998, August 1). Analyzing migration decisionmaking: Relationships between residential
satisfaction, mobility intentions, and moving behavior. Environment and Planning A: Economy
and Space, 30(8), 1473-1495. https://doi.org/10.1068/a301473

Lu, M. (1999, May). Do people move when they say they will? Inconsistencies in
individual migration behavior. Population and Environment, 20(5), 467-488. https://doi.
org/10.1023/A:1023365119874

McCrae, R. R. (2004, February). Human nature and culture: A trait perspective. Journal of
Research in Personality, 38(1), 3-14. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrp.2003.09.009

McCrae, R. R., & Costa Jr., P. T. (2003). Personality in adulthood: A five-factor theory perspective.
Guilford Press.

Michielin, F, Mulder, C. H., and Zorlu, A. (2008, July 22). Distance to parents and geographical
mobility. Population, Space and Place, 14(4), 327-345. https://doi.org/10.1002/psp.509

Mincer, J. (1978, October). Family migration decisions. Journal of Political Economy, 86(5), 749-
773. https://doi.org/10.1086/260710

Moore, E. G. (1986). Mobility intention and subsequent relocation. Urban Geography, 7(6),
497-514.

Mulder, C. H., & Hooimeijer, P. (1999). Residential relocations in the life course. In L. J. G. van
Wissen & P. A. Dykstra (Eds.), Population Issues (pp. 159-186). Springer, Dordrecht. https://doi.
org/10.1007/978-94-011-4389-9_6

Oishi, S. (2010). The psychology of residential mobility: Implications for the self, social
relationships, and well-being. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 5(1), 5-21. https://doi.
org/10.1177/1745691609356781

Ilinois Municipal Policy Journal 99



Understanding Resident Attitudes Towards Moving Out of Illinois

Pearson, R. (2021, April 6). Census figures show Illinois 1 of 3 states to see population drop in
last decade, costing it one congressional seat and some clout in Washington. Chicago Tribune.
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-illinois-congress-redistricting-census-20210426-
6sxfzcxhmfe2dpokhg5qqnnv4u-story.html

Reyes, C. (2019, December 30). Illinois loses population for 6th straight year — and it lost more
residents than any state this decade. Chicago Tribune. https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/
breaking/ct-illinois-population-loss-census-release-20191230-grrid2pgtbenppwrgprzg3fuhe-
story.html

Rossi, P. H. (1955). Why families move: A study in the social psychology of urban residential
mobility. The Free Press.

Smith, M. D., & Krannich, R. S. (2000, September). “Culture clash” revisited: Newcomer and
longer-term residents’ attitudes toward land use, development, and environmental issues in
rural communities in the Rocky Mountain west. Rural Sociology, 65(3), 396-421. https://doi.
org/10.1111/.1549-0831.2000.tb00036.x

Speare Jr., A. (1974, May). Residential satisfaction as an intervening variable in residential
mobility. Demography, 11(2), 173-188.

Speare Jr., A., Goldstein, S., & Frey, W. H. (1975). Residential mobility, migration and metropolitan
change. Ballinger Publishing Company.

Speare Jr., A., Kobrin, E, & Kingkade, W. (1982, December 1). The influence of socioeconomic
bonds and satisfaction on interstate migration. Social Forces, 61(2), 551-574. https://doi.
0rg/10.1093/sf/61.2.551

Stinner, W. E, & Van Loon, M. (1992, November). Community size preference status, community
satisfaction and migration intentions. Population and Environment, 14(2), 177-195. https://doi.
org/10.1007/BF01358044

Sundblad, D. R., & Sapp, S. G. (2011). The persistence of neighboring as a determinant of
community attachment: A community field perspective. Rural Sociology, 76(4), 511-534.

Trubey, D. (2021, March 12). Many people moving out of Illinois during pandemic. WICS/WRSP/
Fox Illinois. https://foxillinois.com/news/local/many-people-moving-out-of-illinois-during-
pandemic

Ulrich-Schad, J. D., Henly, M., & Safford, T. G. (2013, September). The role of community
assessments, place, and the Great Recession in the migration intentions of rural Americans.
Rural Sociology, 78(3), 371-398. https://doi.org/10.1111/rus0.12016

United States Census Bureau. (2021, March 9). Annual homeownership rates for the United States
by age group: 1982-2020. Current Population Survey/Housing Vacancy Survey. https://www.
census.gov/housing/hvs/data/charts/fig07.pdf

Van Der Land, M., & Doff, W. (2010). Voice, exit and efficacy: dealing with perceived

neighbourhood decline without moving out. Journal of Housing and the Built Environment, 25(4),
429-445.

van Ham, M., & Feijten, P. (2008, May). Who wants to leave the neighbourhood? The effect
of being different from the neighbourhood population on wishes to move. Environment and
Planning A: Economy and Space, 40(5), 1151-1170. https://doi.org/10.1068/a39179

von Reichert, C. (2006). Community evaluation and migration intentions. In W. A. Kandel & D.
L. Brown (Eds.), Population change and rural society (pp. 333-356). Springer, Dordrecht.

100 Ilinois Municipal Policy Journal



Understanding Resident Attitudes Towards Moving Out of Illinois

WIFR Newsroom. (2021, January 7). Illinois ranks third among ‘most moved out states’ in 2020,
study says. WIFR. https://www.wifr.com/2021/01/08/illinois-ranks-third-among-most-moved-
out-states-in-2020-study-says/

Winkler, R., Cheng, C., & Golding, S. A. (2011). Boom or bust? Population dynamics in natural
resource-dependent counties. In L. J. Kulcsar & K. J. Curtis (Eds), International handbook of
rural demography (pp. 349-367). Springer.

Zuur, A. E, Ieno, E. N., & Elphick, C. S. (2010). A protocol for data exploration to avoid common
statistical problems. Methods in ecology and evolution, 1(1), 3-14.

Ilinois Municipal Policy Journal 101



Understanding Resident Attitudes Towards Moving Out of Illinois

102 Ilinois Municipal Policy Journal



