Cannabis Legalization, Crash
Incidence, and Injury Severity in
Illinois

Msing unique data that combines vehicle crash and

hospi*a/[za*ion data, this s*ua’y examines cannabis

legalization's impacf on lllinois road sm[e*y (2016-2022),

no*ing increased cannabis-lposiﬁve crash rmtes, elevated

hoslphta/ charges and severht_tj in 2020, ¢
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§ N Pre-lega’izaﬁon, females rePresemLed 28% of cannabis-
Foshtive crashed drivers. Pos+—legaliza+ion, that share
increased +ojus+ over 32%.

Ewa/ence shows Increased crashes with drivers under the -
influence of cannabis. Common r/'s/ey behaviors in cannabis-

related crashes included speea/ing and a’is*mc?‘ea’ a’riving.

£ / crashes,
Ia"‘i While COVID—M saw alriving decrease by 13% and fewer crashe

BT || s rose from OB Jo Q28 This suggests shree

includi is infl :
may have led to riskier alriving, mclualmg under cannabis inTluence

Post /ega/izm‘ion, the share of Black road users involved in

cannabis-luosifive crashes was approxima*e/y 345

Ibercemtage PO[V)?LS h/;gher 7%0” expecfea/.

The involvemen* of Hispanic road users ini+ia”y

alecreased slithg below expec+a+ions in 2020
before rising again in 2021 and 2022.




