Cannabis Legalization, Crash
Incidence, and Injury Severity in
Illinois

Msing unialue data that combines vehicle crash and

hospi*a/iza*ion data, this s*ua/y examines cannabis

legalization's imlvacf on lllinois road son[efy (2016-2022),

noﬁng increased cannabis—luoshtive crash rmles, elevated

hosphla/ charges and severhty in 2020, ¢

'Asmq// ye*s:gmﬁcan%rvse was 'sie'eaki‘ {h."c'a‘mnalois_-'}fe/.o':fed crashes, :

* with cach extra crash per billon vehicle miles #raveled

3 ?b.ofké[aﬁng#dzd 0.033% hlg'her chance of occurrence.
g 0,
Z ao ated
ad ad d 9, 0 7 Do &
—/
aseao 0 p eagalizatio 4 o gEnw |

§ N Pre-legalizaﬁon, females ref)reseMeo’ 28% of cannabis-
poshlive craslﬂed drivers. Pos+—lega’iza+ion, that share
increased +ojus+ over 32%.

Ewa/ence shows Increased crashes with drivers under the -
influence of cannabis. Common r/'sky behaviors in cannabis-

related crashes included speea’ing and a’/s*racfea’ a’r/ving.

£ / crashes,
Ia"‘i While COV’D—M saw alriving decrease Io9 13% and fewer crashe
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Post /ega/izm‘ion, the share of Black road users involved in
cannabis-/oosifive crashes was approximafe/y 345

Percem‘a‘ge IDO/V)*S higher ﬂmm exlpecfec/.

The invo’vemen* of Hispanic road users ini+ia”y

alecreased sligl'nqy below ex,oechaﬁons in 2020
before rising again in 202 and 2022.




