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From the Director’s desk

April has arrived, and with it the inevitable April

o Rick Lane (He/Him) Fools’ Day jokes. If you don’t yet know what that

. . _ is, check it out here. Of course, those of us in ISS
Immigration Specialists: hope that you do not fall victim to such jokes,

o Rachael Matingi (She/Her) and, if you are the perpetrator, that your jokes

do not cause undue harm to others. Let’s keep it

o Tracy Rakes (She/Her)

light and fun for all. As the referenced article
o Joel Short (He/Him) mentions, there are long-standing customs related

to this day from all around the world. Take a
moment to learn about some of those.

o  Jolene Vollmer (She/Her)

/i

Program Coordinator: For those of you completing your programs of

®  Erika Suzuki (She/Her)
Graduate Assistant:
o  (laudia Falcon (She/Her)

Student Employees:

o  Mariam Abdulsalam (She/Her)

e Llynise Gutierrez (She/Her)
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study early in May, the month of April also represents your last full month in which to
finalize your post-completion plans. Will you need to extend your program end dates

because you will not be finishing as planned? Do you still need to apply for posi-
completion OPT2 Will you be starting a new program of study soon, either at UIS or
another school and need an updated form [-202 Whatever your plans, be sure to

contact ISS soon to make sure that we are aware of how we can best assist you.

As we look ahead toward graduation for those completing their studies, we are also
looking a little farther ahead for those joining us for the first time in the fall. If you
are among those and do not yet have your visa, you will want to move very quickly.
The visa appointment wait times at the US consulates around the world vary from

country to country. Some of you are fortunate to live near a consulate that takes only
a few days to provide you with an appointment date. Others are already too late.
Plan ahead. We very much hope to see you in August. If that turns out to be
impossible for you because the wait times are too long, go ahead and get started on
a deferral and get your form 1-20 for next January now.

There are still some special programming events remaining for this semester. See the
most recent list here. Don’t miss a great opportunity to have some fun with your
friends while making new ones.

When you get a chance, this month, get outside and enjoy Spring in central lllinois. It
is one of our favorite months.

Rick


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/April_Fools%27_Day
https://www.uis.edu/iss/visa-information/f-1-visas/program-extension
https://www.uis.edu/iss/employment-training/optional-practical-training
https://www.uis.edu/iss/employment-training/optional-practical-training
https://www.uis.edu/iss/resources/transfer-information
https://www.uis.edu/iss/visa-information/form-i-20
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/study/student-visa.html
https://www.uis.edu/iss/get-involved
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ISS’S MARCH EVENTS
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INTERNATIONAL TAX WORKSHOPS

If you worked on campus during year 2023, you will need
to be ready for tax season.

The ISS office is supporting our F-1 international students with
Sprintax service. Sprintax is providing Nonresident Tax
Webinars until this month, so we strongly encourage you to
participate in any of the webinars and learn about the
nonresident tax in the US. This is your last chance.

2023 tax forms must be filed by April 15, 2024!

Sprintax Nonresident Tax Webinar
sprintax _ Wl (EAP)

Sprintax Webinar .
Schedule 2023/2024 S i : April 3rd @ 1pm — Register here

April 11th @ 12pm — Register here

Sprintax Nonresident Tax Webinar (EAP) April 15th @ 10am — Register here

In these tax webinars, international students, scholars and professionals will be run through
everything they need to know about nonresident tax for the 2023 tax season.

Topics will include who must file, tax residency, FICA, State returns, implications of misfiling as
well as how to use Sprintax to prepare a compliant tax return.

? Thursday, December 14th @ lpm EST - Register here

> Thursday, January 25th @ 12pm EST - Register here

» Wednesday, February 7th @ Ipm EST - Register here

» Wednesday, February 28rth@ 12pm EST - Register here
» Monday, March 1lth @ 4pm EST - Register here

? Thursday, March 28th @ 3pm EST -Register here

? Wednesday, April 3rd @ 2pm EST - Register here

> Thursday, April 1ith @ Ipm EST - Register here

? Monday, April 15th @ 1lam EST - Register here


https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5645835412732961371
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8165239863944480853
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5511913796958237019
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Salma Larhouti

| am from Morocco and my pronouns are
She /Her. | speak Arabic, French, English,
and a little Spanish. My home country is a
land of stunning natural beauty, rich
history, and architectural marvels. | cherish
the warmth and solidarity among its
people, the diverse and flavorful cuisine,
and the peaceful coexistence of various
cultures.

My maijor is Business Administration and |
chose UIS for its affordable tuition fees,
beautiful campus, and vibrant student
activities, which | felt would enrich my
educational experience. Within three
weeks of arriving at UIS, | participated in
the 9/11 Day of Service in Chicago,
demonstrating my eagerness to engage in
meaningful community service and
volunteer activities. In February, |
embarked on a new chapter with the
Graduate Public Service Internship at the
lllinois Department of Lottery in the
Finance Division.

| enjoy traveling with family and friends,
shopping, and theatre. I'm passionate
about experiencing new cultures and
engaging in community service. In
Morocco, my favorite food is Prunes
Tajine with lamb and Fish Bastilla. I'm still

exploring the diverse culinary landscape of
the US to find my favorite. My favorite
movie is "Split" because it delves into the
complexities of the human mind, showcasing
a brilliant performance that navigates the
intricacies of dissociative identity disorder.
I'm drawn to psychological movies that
provoke thought and discussion.

A hashtag that describes me is #Peace. My
dream job is to be a CEO of my own
cosmetics company, where | can combine my
passion for beauty with entrepreneurial
innovation. After UIS, | see my future as
really bright and full of opportunities. | plan
to work for some multinational companies
first to gain lots of experience and learn as
much as | can. This will help me prepare to
make my dream job a reality. I'm all about
staying positive and looking forward to
making a difference in the world with what |
do.

A tip | can give to new students would be to
embrace every opportunity you have to
engage in campus life and community
service. These experiences will not only
enhance your academic journey, but will
also foster your personal growth and a
sense of belonging to the UIS community.

HAOUID MARY/

LAAZ MANAL
MAAROUFI SALM
MAHZOUL YASM)
MAQBOUB WiAM

S'GHIAR YASSIR
SINE YOUNESS
TRANKIL HICHAM
INAC
ABBAOUI IMANE NAIMIRAJAA
ABDELGHANI ABLA RABAH IKRAM.
ABDERRAHMANI RHORFI SAFAE RAHMI AYMANE
ABOUIZZA ZINEB SLIMAN YOUSSRA
TAKI NADA
TOUJGANI DERAR
ZARKI MANAL
ZEMMARI NARJISS

AAMAR DAYA FATIMA

ERRYFAY RAJAE
GHOURAF HAJAR
GUEZZAR IMANE
HADADI KHAOULA
HAKMI SALMA
HAMAMA FATINE
HANAN FATIMA-ZAHRA
HOURI ANAS

A ﬁg/

ABIDA AKRAM
ALBALAICHI MARIAM
ALAMI YOUSRA
AOURIAGH!
ARHOUN
ASSOUARI
BARHOUM'
BELC

70U
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RAMADAN CELEBRATION

This year, Ramadan is expected to last 30 days, ending on April 9th.

Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar and has a special
significance because it is during this month that Muslims believe the
first verses of the Quran (Islam's holy book) were revealed to the
Prophet Muhammad. During this period, Muslims are encouraged to
fast, showing kindness and patience and strengthening their

relationship with God, giving extra emphasis on reciting the Quran.

Fasting is one of the Five Pillars of Islam, which lay the basis for how
Muslims are required to live their lives and is meant to encourage
spiritual reflection. The other pillars are the profession of faith,
prayer five times a day, charity, and the pilgrimage to the holy city
of Mecca once in their lifetime.

Muslims have an early morning meal before dawn. During the day,
they are not supposed to eat or drink anything, including water, until
after sunset, when they break their fast with an evening meal.

If you want to wish someone a good start of Ramadan, it is
customary to say "Ramadan Mubarak”, which means "Blessed
Ramadan". You can also say "Ramadan Kareem", which translates as
"Generous Ramadan".

Source: BBC.com
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WORLD CELEBRATIONS

April, 6th—International Day of Sport for Development and Peace: This day
celebrates how sports and physical activity contribute to education, human
development, healthy lifestyles, and a peaceful world. The adoption of this Day
signifies the recognition by the UN of the positive influence that sport can have on the

advancement of human rights, and social and economic development.

April, 7th—International Day of Reflection on the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda: This day
marks the start of the 1994 mass slaughter of Tutsi in Rwanda during the Rwandan
Civil War, which lasted for the 100-day period to mid-July. An estimated 500,000 to
1,000,000 Rwandans were killed. The purpose of the day is to honor the memory of
these victims and pay tribute to the survivors, while raising awareness among younger
generations about the legacy of this genocide and the values of a culture of peace.

~ April, 11th— World Parkinson’s Day: This day raises awareness for this progressive

nervous system disorder and it’s also a day to help the people understand the reality
of this disease for those who have it. According to the Parkinson’s Foundation, over 10
million people in the world have this disease and occurs when neurons in the brain
break down or die, reducing dopamine levels in the brain and causing abnormal
brain activity, which results in impaired movement.

April 20th—Chinese Language Day: This day explores the progress that the written
and spoken Chinese word have made. Like most languages, Chinese has a diverse
collection of dialects that add to the depth and character of the language. Of the
seven major modern dialects, Mandarin is the most widely spoken. At 6,000 years
old, the Chinese language is the oldest written language in the world and it is
currently the first most spoken language in the world.

April, 23rd—©English Language Day: This day explores the development, history, and
culture of the English tongue. English is a Germanic language that began to develop
during the 5th and 6th centuries when Anglo-Saxons settled in Britain and it is
influenced by French, Latin, and many other languages. While English is the third most
spoken language in the world, it is at least the second language (if not a third or
fourth) for three-quarters of those who speak it.

April, 23rd—Spanish Language Day: This day celebrates the second most spoken
language in the world. It's also a day to honor the most revered writer in the Spanish
language, Miguel De Cervantes Saavedra. This language originated in Spain, and
currently, there are more than 450 million native Spanish speakers in the world. Only
the Chinese language surpasses Spanish as the most spoken language in the world. It is
also the third most studied language in the world, behind English and French. About 75
million people in the world speak Spanish as their second language.
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Languages at UIS

MOTHER LANGUAGES AT UIS
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CRISS CROSS PUZZLE: MOTHER LANGUAGES AT UIS

ACROSS

1. A Wost Gormanic language and the national language of MNethorlands

3. A Celtic language spoken in Ireland

3. A Bantu language spoken in the African Great Lakes roegion. One of the major languages in Uganda

6. The official language in Myanmar

12. An Indo-Aryan language spoken mainly in South Asia, the national language in Pakistan

13. An Indo-Aryan language native to the Punjab region of Pakistan and India

14. A Dravidian language Spoken by the Tamil people of South Asia for instance in southem India and north 5ri Lanka
16. A Romance language, the official language of Italy, San Marino, and Vatican City

19. An Indo-Aryan language of the sub-branch of Eastemn Pahari, an official language in Hepal

20. A Sencgambia language in West and Central Africa, the native language of Fula people

22. A Horth Germanic language spoken predominantly in Horway

24. Spokon in the West Africa most prominently by Yoruba poople in Higara

25. An East Slavic language of the Indo-European language familv. an official language of Ukraine

27. The Turkic subfamily of Altaic languageos. A state languago of Kyrgyzstan along with the official language, Russian
31. A Romance language, the official language in France

33. A Bantu language spoken by Kamba people mainly in Kenya and Tanzania

34. A Bantu language and native language of the Swahili people. Spoken widely in the East African countries

36. One of spoken languages widely in India

38. An official language of Thailand

DOWH

2. Avariety of the Akan language spoken widely in southem and central Ghana

4. “Hola™ in this language means Hello in English

6. An Indo-Aryan language spoken in the Bengal region of South Asia

7. An official language in Russia

8. The official language of Iran

9. A Dravidian language mainly spoken by Karnataka people in the southwostern region of India
10. A Semitic language of the Arabs, spoken throughout the Middle East and Morth Africa

11. The native language of the Wolof poople in Sonegal, Mauritania, and Gambia.

15. A Chadic languago that is spokon by the Hausa people in the Africa

17. A Dravidian language spoken mainly in southeastemn India

18. The official and national language of Vietnam

21. A Bantu language spoken by people along the Congo River

23. Spoken primarily along the wostorn coastal region of India

26. Spoken in South and Horth Korean

28. A West Germanic language and the official language of both Germany and Austria and one of the official languages of
Switzorland

29, The official standard language in China

30. One of the Austronesian language family and the base for Pilipino, and official language of the Philippines along with English
32. An official language in Israsl

35. A Bantu language spoken in Malawi and a recognized minority in Zambia and Mozambiqueo
37. Spoken by Igbo people, an ethnic group from Eastern Nigoria.

Use the clues to fill in the words above.

Words can go across or down.
Lottors are shared when the words intersact.
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ISS BULLETIN BOARD

Our Bulletin Board located in the tunnel, below the library, has
been updated with spring events, activities, places to go, and
important information from our office.

Go take a look at it!

RNATIC:.A

_IN SPRINGFIELI
e
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HOLT CELEBRATION

@2 7 hierarchies dissolve, and people of all backgrounds come together to make merry,
’é“ p . .
> ranscending barriers of caste, gender, age, and status.

Beyond its playful aspect, Holi holds profound spiritual significance. It commemorates the triumph of
devotion and righteousness over tyranny and ego, as seen in the legend of Prahlada and Holika. Bonfires
lit on the eve of Holi symbolize the destruction of evil forces, paving the way for renewal and new
beginnings. In addition to its mythological roots, Holi is also associated with the love story of Hindu gods
Radha and Krishna. For believers, the colors blue and red hold special significance, representing Krishna

and love and fertility respectively.

Holi's inclusive nature transcends religious boundaries, bringing together people of different faiths and
backgrounds in its jubilant revelry. Celebrated with fervor in countries like India, Nepal, Bangladesh, and
parts of Pakistan, as well as in Guyana and Suriname, where it is known as Phagwah, Holi has also

gained popularity in Western countries, further reflecting its global appeal.

In essence, Holi is more than just a festival; it is a celebration of life, love, friendship, and forgiveness,
where colors merge, hearts connect, and joy knows no bounds. Although this year Holi was celebrated on
March 25, UIS HOLI 2024 is scheduled to be celebrated here on campus on Friday, April 5 at 1pm at Rec

Park. Join us for the colorful festivall

April 5, 2024
[rom L00pm to 4pm onwards

\\ Venue:
~) Campus Rec Park




Upcoming Events

UNIVERSITY

ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD

o Holi Celebration: April 5, 1-4pm

@ REC Park.
|l“ei:m“i°mf| Student o International Congratulatory
Services Office Ceremony: May 10, 2-4pm @

FIND US:
University of lllinois Springfield—
One University Plaza, MS BSB 20 =, Commencement ceremonies: May

Springfield, IL 62703-5407
PringTe 10, 7pm; May 11, 10am & 3pm

CONTACT US: @ PAC Sangamon Auditorium.
Phone: 217-206-6678

Email: ISS@uis.edu
On Facebook

Union ballroom.

Earn Your Degree Faster with Summer Classes el e i

Take a class or two while you're home this summer to get
Monday-Thursday

ahead on your studies. More than 250 courses are 2:00-4:00pm

available, most of which are offered online!

Don’t wait. Classes begin Monday, June 3, so secure your

If you need to
spot today! speak directly with
an immigration
specialist (DSO),

summer -
Classes Beginning cwrng veie

hours, or emaiil

]lllle 3! ISS@uis.edu to

make an

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS lSPRlNGFIELD

appointment.


mailto:ISS@uis.edu
mailto:ISS@uis.edu
https://www.facebook.com/people/International-Student-Services-at-University-of-Illinois-Springfield/100064602735267/
https://apps.uis.edu/dynamic-course-schedule/?_gl=1*16l01hp*_ga*MTU3MDkxMjk2OS4xNzA3MTUxMjk1*_ga_2GXXHVX4WF*MTcxMTEzMDg4OS4xMzcuMC4xNzExMTMwODg5LjYwLjAuMA..*_gcl_au*MTM5MTE0ODEyMC4xNzA3MTUxMjk1LjMwMDk4ODYyMy4xNzA4MzczOTY3LjE3MDgzNzM5Njc.
https://www.uis.edu/summer-classes
https://www.uis.edu/summer-classes

