
WHY ARE CRASHES NOT
REPORTED?

Race & Ethnicity
Near ly  60% of pedestr ian crashes
involv ing Blacks went unreported.  
 Almost 57% of cases involv ing Whites ,
and 54% involv ing Hispanics also went
unreported.

Poverty
Zip codes with the most unreported
crashes per capita on average had
double the poverty rate and 2.6 t imes
the car less household rate as the rest  
of  I l l inois .  

Substance Use
66% percent of  st ruck pedestr ians
diagnosed at the hospital  with an
intoxicat ing substance did not report
the incident to pol ice.

PROTECTING
PEDESTRIANS

UNREPORTED CRASHES 
BY PEDESTRIANS

Funded by a grant f rom the Centers for  Disease Control  and
Prevent ion,  the I l l inois  Department of  Publ ic Health in
col laborat ion with the I l l inois  Department of  Transportat ion
and the Univers i ty  of  I l l inois  successful ly  l inked I l l inois  crash
and hospital  records for  the years 2016 through 2018.

6,447 
instances of pedestr ians seeking medical  t reatment 

at  hospitals  after  being struck by a motor vehic le 
without report ing i t  to the pol ice

Visit  dph.i l l inois .gov and 
Search "Injury-related data"

Why This Matters

Without correct data on where
pedestr ians are being struck,  the
communit ies that need the most 
resources may not receive them.


