Air Pollution in Relation to Race and Income in lllinois

Rachel Wilham
University of lllinois Springfield

Conclusions
— S Conclusions

o . . . The average household income in Illinois is
In a study of the distribution of air polluting sources in I 8

@ around $63,000. Therefore, my findings show

relation to poverty and race, minorities (non-whites) and

people living in poverty were found to be disproportionately that polluting facilities such as TRI and coal

5 power plants are more likely to be placed in

affected by air pollution from man-made sources. One reason C
for this disparity 1s the lack of inclusion in decision making

census tracts that have a median household

about the siting of these sources by minorities and low- income lower than the average income in Illinots.

income families2.

Living near air polluting sites such as coal power plants and - . The population ratio across Illinois is about 70%
sites listed on the EPA’s Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) can . o : @ white and 30% minorities. Therefore, my
cause a variety of health impacts, including respiratory and _L findings show that the siting of coal power
cardiovascular diseases, cancer, and premature mortality. ; plants and TRI facilities is not related to the
Therefore, when it comes to the siting of air polluting sources r‘jh- ¢ population ratio in Illinots.
such as coal power plants and TRI Facilities, ensuring that =i t 4| b L7 - pil
everyone has an equal voice in the decision-making process is ” SEE; f o ]
The purpose of my research was to find out if there is a | | a ¥ Percentaae of Minorities a o

S g . e s/ ﬁf J :  These findings only reflect data for the state of
relationship between the siting of these polluting facilities in 5 ﬁ 0% - 13.15% | 4 llinois
Illinois with minority status and/or income. [ . : '

 Datais for TRI facilities and coal power plants.
Inclusion of other sources of air pollution may
result in different conclusions.
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