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“Coming soon”

We see those words often in advertisements on TV, bill-
boards, even vacant construction lots, but for you, “coming
soon” means the end of the spring semester at UIS. For
some, that also means graduation, travel, return to your
home country, Optional Practical Training, or a brief vaca-
tion before you begin a new program of study. Whatever
“coming soon” has in store for you, those of us in Interna-
tional Student Services wish you the very best and will con-
tinue to offer our support. Let us know what plans you have
and how we can help.

For those continuing with us in the summer and/or fall, |
hope that you have gotten registered for your courses.
Some of them fill quickly. It looks like we will have a larger
group of new international students this fall than we have
had since before the pandemic hit. That is great, of course,
but it does mean that, once those students begin to regis-
ter for their courses, you will find fewer options available to
you. Get that done right away.

Speaking of new students, we do want you to know that we
are very happy that you will be coming to join us. We are
already preparing. Be sure to pay close attention to every
email message that you receive from us. Some of them will
contain time-sensitive recommendations or requirements.
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Some of them will contain information that will make
your transition go much more smoothly. All of them are
important. If you have any questions, contact us right
away. You will find all our staff ready and willing to help.
Please visit our website often. We update it at least week-
ly. You will find announcements about upcoming events,
information about our staff, answers to frequently asked
guestions, the latest immigration-related news, and much
more. If you have trouble finding what you are seeking,
just make use of the search feature or the site map. There
is a lot to be found. | especially recommend the section
called “Life in the USA.” It will be very helpful as you plan
your trip.

Finally, | do want to comment on this crazy weather we
have been having. It may be the “new normal.” | hope
not. We are all ready for it to warm up some and stay that
way for a while. It would be great for everyone to be able
to get outside as exam week approaches. You deserve to
have some relaxing moments during this final stretch.

Enjoy!
Rick Lane

Snow Star: Snowboarding & Skiing Event

Students learned to snowboard and ski at Snow Star.




Sky Zone Event
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International Student Spotlight:

Usama Inaam Rasheed .

My pronouns are he/him. | am from Fai-
salabad, Pakistan. In Pakistan | speak
Urdu and in the US | speak English. Pa-
kistan, officially the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, is a country in South Asia. It is
the world's fifth-most populous country.
It has the 2nd most beautiful Capital city
in the world called Islamabad. Pakistan
is very famous for its tourism and travel-
ing the northern areas of my country is
what | love to do most. Some hashtags
that best describe me are #GymRat,
#TechBros, #DeliciousFood. In my
home country | love Biryani (Riches and
Chicken dishes). In the US | really like
Chicago-style deep dish pizza. | am
computer Nerd with an addiction of
working out at the gym 5-6 days week.
More than that | just love to travel and
explore different kinds of cities and it's
culture. | have visited Dubai and Qatar
and continue to find new places to trav-
el. My major is in Masters of Science in

Computer Science. | want to work in Big

Tech firms and explore the inner work \
ings and culture of such firms. | chose
UIS because two of my cousins gradu-
ated from UIS and they told a lot of
good things about UIS so | decided to
come here for my masters. The thing |
like the best about this city is that peo-
ple of Springfield are welcoming and
hospitable. At UIS | am involved in the
International Student Association and
Computer Science Club. Also | am a
GPSI intern, working with the State of
Illinois in the Department of Human
Services. After UIS, right now, | am not
sure if | will go back to my country or
keep working in the US. But | am sure it
will be full of excitement. :) A tip | have
for new students is to participate in ac-
tivities and join different clubs. UIS has
students from all around the world get
to meet more students here. Be more
interactive with others this will make

your time at UIS amazing.

- s - e e e O e e D I D D D D D DS DS D D D D D B S B B B D D D e s e

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICES NEWSLETTER



World Celebrations: The Burmese Water Festival Festival

Happy New Year in April! In Southeast Asia, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and Thailand follow a lunisolar calendar and celebrate
the New Year in mid-April (April 9- 16). Usually these New Year celebrations last from 3 - 7 days, which varies among the indi-
vidual countries. One unique aspect of these celebrations is that the participants throw water at each other to symbolically wash
away any bad luck or misdeeds of the past year. This idea is based on Buddhist tradition. For example, Thingyan is a New Year's
Day festival in Myanmar and is known as the “Water Festival.” Water guns, balloon, and hoses are used throughout the country.
Water also plays an important role in New Year's celebrations in Thailand (Songkran), Laos (Pi Mai Lao), and Cambodia (Chaul
Chnam Thmey).

In the neighboring country of Bangladesh, the New Year is celebrated on April 14 following the Bengali solar calendar. They cele-
brate this national holiday with many cultural programs like colorful parades, traditional feasts, clothing, music, and performances.
It is also a time for visiting friends and family. The celebration is enjoyed by all Ethnic Bengalis regardless of religious and region-
al differences. (refence)

UIS has international students from Thailand, so let's join them in celebrating the New Year this April!

World Celebrations: Easter in the U.S.

Though many of you are familiar with Easter as a Christian holiday, there are many cultural traditions unique to this holiday as
well. The history of the Easter bunny in America reportedly dates back to the 1700s. German immigrants are said to have intro-
duced the now famed bunny to the holiday. Some children leave carrots out on the eve of the holiday, much like the tradition of
leaving cookies for Santa Claus on Christmas Eve. On Easter morning, children are given Easter baskets, sometimes filled with
gifts, chocolate, and candy. Children gather eggs, decorated and filled with candy, that were delivered in the night by the Easter
bunny. Children across America participate in these Easter egg hunts. Egg rolling contests are also popular. The White House
Easter Egg Roll is an annual contest in which children gather to roll their decorated eggs across the White House lawn. Easter
happens to fall in the month of April this year, and will be celebrated on Sunday, the 16th. (refence)
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https://discoverydmc.com/blog/myanmar-travel-stories/what-is-myanmar-water-festival-or-thingyan/
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/easter-symbols

ISS’s Student Employee Appreciation Week: APRIL 4 - 8, 2022
Thank you for all the work and dedication to our office!

Gel to know our hard working student employees!

SAM NUNES ABHISHEK SONI
International Student Ambassador International Student Ambassador

Hi! I am Sam Nunes and | am an International student from I am Abhishek Soni, a freshman majoring in Biochemistry in
Mumbai, India. I am professionally a Pharmacist and currently the Capital Scholars Honors Program at UIS. | am the event
I am pursuing my dual Master's in public health and public coordinator in the International Students Association club at
administration here at UIS. Along with being an amateur as- UIS and employed at the Office of International Student Ser-

tronomy some other hobbies of mine also include reading, vices as the International Student Ambassador. | love
cooking, hiking and swimming. meeting new people, and any outdoor activities. Let's say hi

when we cross paths with each other.

MILES LUMPKINS LYNISE GUTIERREZ

Student Employee Student Employee

“Hi my name is Miles Lumpkins and I'm majoring in business and “Hi, my name is Lynise Gutierrez and | am currently a sophomore at
minoring in marketing. Some things | really enjoy doing is going out  UIS majoring in criminal justice with a minor in psychology. Some
with friends and playing sports. “ of my hobbies include reading, running, painting and volunteering
around my community. “
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Office of International

Find Us:

University of lllinois Springfield
One University Plaza, MS HRB 10
Springfield, IL 62703-5407
Contact Us:

Phone: 217-206-6678
Email:

ISS@uis.edu

On Facebook

M
U

= Saturday, April 16

ﬁ TS
. St ion Lobby

International

Congratulatory Ceremony

Friday, May 13
2:00 PM
Student Union Ballroom

Sponsors: The International Student Association and the office of
International Student Services
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https://www.uis.edu/internationalstudentservices/life-in-the-usa/taxes/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Springfield-IL/International-Student-Services-at-University-of-Illinois-Springfield/103139573056372#!/pages/Springfield-IL/International-Programs-at-UIS/140478625998382

