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There are many roles that facilitators in online courses assume, depending on the circumstances. The roles fill one of three functions:

1. There are intellectual or pedagogical functions in which the facilitator promotes in-depth exploration of the material. These functions are associated with the course content.

2. Organization or managerial functions promote the organization of individual or group functions and processes in the course. Organizational functions are also associated with record keeping and rosters. 

3. Social functions promote interactions among the students and facilitator interactions with individual students. 

Group Project Instructions

1. As a group decide on four of the following roles that faculty facilitators may assume. 

2. Determine which of the functions listed above that each role fills.

3. List three possible duties or activities of the facilitator as they assume the roles that the group chose. If the group thinks of roles other than or in addition to the roles below, feel free to use them.

Facilitator Roles

Goal_setter

Discriminator

Host

Pace_setter

Explainer

Entertainer

Lecturer

Tutor

Facilitator

Mediator

Mentor

Assistant

Provacateur

Observer

Participant

