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Abstract

The Preservation Services division of the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, charged with preserving the historic resources of Illinois, can more effectively and efficiently make day-to-day decisions regarding historic properties by using a Geographic Information System (GIS).  A prototype GIS, named NRGIS, was developed to demonstrate how staff can access data, photographs, and National Register applications in PDF.  The NRGIS prototype, created in ArcView, gave staff an opportunity to explore basic GIS functionality; additional functionality specific to Preservation Services needs was added over the course of this project to make tasks in the application easier and make staff more productive.  The data for NRGIS came primarily from the online National Park Service database of National Register properties.  Other State Historic Preservation Offices could utilize this prototype as a model to quickly and inexpensively create a GIS for National Register properties in their state.
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