
experiences; and 3) demonstration of competency in
the areas of general education plus 12 elective hours of
general education. You can earn these 12 hours by ei-
ther completing the required courses in general edu-
cation or by achieving an appropriate score on the
College Level Examination Program (CLEP) tests. You
must also submit official transcripts from all colleges
or universities where you attempted/earned credit. You
will be expected to participate in undergraduate as-
sessment activities. Contact a UIS admissions coun-
selor for additional information.

SENIOR LEARNERS ADMISSION

The senior learners program is open to you if you have
reached your 62nd birthday by the relevant registra-
tion day. There are two options.

For non-degree credit, you can audit courses of
special interest as a senior learner and enjoy campus
library privileges for $10 per term, plus parking fees.
In addition, senior learners are responsible for all
course-related fees, including online course fees. This
program does not offer academic credit and does not
require graded tests or papers. To register, contact the
Office of Admissions  and Records. 

For degree credit, there is a tuition waiver pro-

gram available for persons 65 or older with incomes of
less than $12,000 per year. This program allows you to
earn undergraduate or graduate credit by paying only
UIS fees; tuition is waived. You must meet regular
class expectations to earn academic credit. This pro-
gram must be arranged through the financial assis-
tance office.

UNDERGRADUATE NON-DEGREE ADMISSION

The University of Illinois at Springfield encourages in-
terested persons to enroll for individual courses. The
non-degree category permits registration in individ-
ual courses without the regular admissions proce-
dures and without a commitment to a particular de-
gree program. A non-degree student may be someone
who has not received a college degree but has noticed
a course of particular interest, someone who wants to
take a particular course for a career update, someone
curious about an area which he/she did not have the
opportunity to study in his/her earlier college work, or
someone thinking about returning to school for a de-
gree but who is not ready to make that commitment or
is unsure as to what area of study to pursue.

Non-degree seeking students are not required to
file all documents necessary for admission to a degree

program. A non-degree student will be asked for clar-
ification of his/her educational intent before exceed-
ing 16 semester hours as an undergraduate or 12 se-
mester hours as a graduate. Non-degree students are
subject to the same probation and suspension policies
as degree-seeking students.

Students who later choose to become a candidate
in a degree program will be required to meet all ad-
mission requirements. With the degree program’s ap-
proval, up to 16 semester hours for undergraduates or
12 semester hours for graduates taken as a non-degree
student may count toward the degree. Please note:

Some programs do not allow hours taken as a non-de-
gree student to be counted toward their degrees. In ad-
dition, non-degree students typically are not eligible
for financial assistance.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ADMISSION

The campus seeks to maintain a cosmopolitan atmos-
phere consistent with its focus on literacy, public af-
fairs, problem solving, and lifelong learning. To that
end, the University of Illinois at Springfield admits in-
ternational transfer students whose academic prepa-
ration is equivalent to at least 45 semester hours of
U.S. college-level credit and whose educational and

34




