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Greetings 
 

Donald J. Edwards 
Chairman, University of Illinois Board of Trustees 
 
     On behalf of the University of Illinois Board of Trustees, and as a 
proud alumnus, I am honored to bring greetings and congratulations 
to the Class of 2024. 
     I hope that these past few years and your experiences here at  
UIS have been some of the best, most rewarding … and most 
challenging … of your lives.  

     Although it has been quite a few years since I sat in your seat at my own graduation, I still 
remember the mix of excitement and anxiety I felt, not knowing exactly what the future would 
hold. That is understandable.  
     But rest assured that your experiences here, both in and out of the classroom, have provided 
you with the foundation to succeed and flourish.  
     Now take that foundation and build on it. Follow your passions, find your path, and never stop 
learning.  
     As you take the next steps in your life’s journey, know that you carry a bond that forever connects 
you to your years on this remarkable campus. You are joining one of the world’s largest alumni 
networks—more than 800,000 strong from across the University of Illinois System’s three best-in-
class universities. You will find us in just about every country on Earth.  
     I hope you will carry our flag with pride, with your successes adding to our global reputation 
for excellence and attracting the new generations of students who want to follow in your footsteps. 
I hope you also will come back to our beautiful Springfield campus often to share your achievements, 
your experiences, and your insights.  
     And, as you are out there building your career and making the world a better place, know that 
those of us back here at the U of I will still be working for you, ensuring that the value and prestige 
of your UIS degree will continue to grow.  
     Congratulations again, Class of 2024! 

Dr. Timothy L. Killeen 
President, University of Illinois 
 
     To the Class of 2024, congratulations! 
     This day has been many years in the making. But as new  
graduates of the University of Illinois Springfield, you are ready for 
the opportunities now ahead of you. 
The memories you have made on the way to this day, the friends and 
colleagues who have become part of your lives, and your journey of 

discovery have transformed you and given you the tools to navigate what comes next.



Dr. Janet L. Gooch 
Chancellor, University of Illinois Springfield 
Vice President, University of Illinois 
 

Greetings to the Class of 2024! 
 Congratulations on reaching this significant milestone—your 
commencement! It's truly an honor to share in this moment of 
celebration alongside you, your loved ones and the entire UIS 
community. Today marks a timeless tradition, one that symbolizes the 

culmination of your hard work and dedication over the years. 
Your perseverance has led you to this moment, and I couldn't be prouder of your 

accomplishments. I extend my gratitude to the faculty, staff, family and friends who have supported 
you along this journey. Together, we gather to recognize your achievements and celebrate your 
success. 

At UIS, our vision is to be a pathway to opportunity, a catalyst for change and a space of 
possibility where learners become ethical and passionate scholars, leaders and citizens capable of 
transforming their local and global communities. As you venture forth, may the leadership lessons 
learned here serve as a guiding light. 

To you and all those joining in today's festivities, I send my heartfelt congratulations and best 
wishes. Congratulations on earning your degree! 

     Your accomplishments, your ability to adapt and innovate and the sense of civic engagement 
you have shown during your years at UIS will serve you well for the rest of your life. 
     Do not let the day pass without reflecting on this milestone with a well-earned sense of pride 
and achievement. Today is truly among the small handful of days that you will always remember.  
     Savor it — every minute. 
     And celebrate with the family and friends who believe in you, those who have helped and 
supported you along the way. 
     Remember, too, that we look forward to seeing you back here at UIS and sharing in your 
discoveries and successes. 
     I am deeply honored to celebrate with all of you and to welcome you to the family of University 
of Illinois alumni around the globe. 
     Congratulations again, Class of 2024!



Carly Hawkins ’05 CPAE 
Capital Scholars Honors Program Graduate  
Chair, University of Illinois Springfield Alumni Board  

 
Congratulations on your graduation, and welcome to the UIS 

Alumni family!  
Graduation is a big milestone in a person’s life. You have defined 

yourself, in part, as someone who is a critical thinker, as one who is 
dedicated and disciplined, and one who embraces learning. As a result, 

you have an extremely exciting journey ahead. Doors will open which you never knew existed and 
new opportunities will appear as you pursue your life’s dreams, passions, and ambitions.  

Graduation is an impressive achievement. Reflect and celebrate your hard work. Give thanks to 
all those incredibly special people who have supported you along the way. Enjoy this special day!  

As you embark upon new beginnings, be confident knowing you share a common bond with a 
global UIS Alumni community of over 44,000 graduates. Early on in your journey, share your 
Prairie Star power! 

•    Proudly display your diploma. You earned it – be proud and show the world you are a  
     graduate of UIS, and what it means to you. Education is to be celebrated. 
•    Recruit a new student to UIS.  The value of our degree will continue to grow with intelligent,  
     hardworking students from diverse backgrounds coming through the doors of our Alma  
     mater. 
•    Join UIS Unite (unite.uis.edu), the new online community connecting UIS alumni and  
     students for career success and community. 
•    Make a gift to UIS (www.uis.edu/give) in honor of someone who has supported you. 
•    Join the Illinois Connection legislative advocacy network: uillinois.edu/erc/advocacy 
Wherever life takes you, you will be among those who have earned a University of Illinois degree.  

Over 850,000 living graduates of the UI System are making a difference in their neighborhoods, 
their communities, and the world. The UI System is a powerhouse for education and discovery, 
and widely recognized among the most innovative universities in the world.  

Congratulations, Class of 2024! It is your time to embrace all the possibilities which are before 
you.  

Work hard. Be bold. Stay true. Be UIS. 



Honorary Degree Recipient 
 

        Burks Oakley II  
 

     Burks Oakley II is a Professor Emeritus in the Department of 

Electrical and Computer Engineering at the University of Illinois 

Urbana-Champaign.  From 1997 until 2007, Oakley served as an 

Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs at the University of 

Illinois.  He was the founding director of the University of Illinois 

Online initiative, a program designed to facilitate the development 

and delivery of University of Illinois courses, degrees, and public service resources over the 

Internet.  While active as a faculty member and administrator, his areas of interest included 

distance education and educational technologies.  Through his innovative use of technology in 

teaching, Professor Oakley earned a national reputation as a practitioner and promoter of 

Internet-based learning environments. 

     Oakley received his B.S. degree from Northwestern University and his M.S. and Ph.D. 

degrees from the University of Michigan.  He has received numerous awards for his teaching and 

for his innovative use of technology in education, including the Luckman Distinguished 

Undergraduate Teaching Award from UIUC in 1993, the Outstanding Teacher Award from the 

American Society for Engineering Education (ASEE) in 1993, the Educom Medal in 1996, the 

Educational Activities Board Major Educational Innovation Award from the Institute of 

Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) in 1996, the Meritorious Service Award from the 

IEEE Education Society in 1998, the Third Millennium Medal from the IEEE in 2000, the 

Engineering Alumni Society Merit Award from the University of Michigan in 2003, and the 

Sloan-C Award for the "Most Outstanding Achievement in Online Teaching and Learning by an 

Individual" in 2003.  He is a Life Fellow of the IEEE, a Fellow of the Online Learning 

Consortium, a Fellow of the ASEE, and a former Vice President of the ASEE. 

 



2024 Commencement Ceremonies 
 

Processional 
    Pomp and Circumstance Nos. 1 and IV by Elgar (Graduates and audience are asked to  
         remain seated) 
    Pamela Salela, Grand Marshal* 
    Platform Party 
    Faculty 
 
Musical Selections 
    Star Spangled Banner by Francis Scott Key, performed by Amelia Curtis 
    Illinois, Illinois by Aarchibald Johnson/Charles Chamberlin, performed by  
         Amelia Curtis and Marcus Wilkins 
 
Opening Remarks 
    Brandon E. Schwab, Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Provost  
         (7 p.m. May 10 ceremony) 
    Janet L. Gooch, Chancellor  
         (May 11 ceremonies) 
 
Greetings from the University of Illinois Board of Trustees 
    Tami Craig Schilling, University of Illinois Board of Trustees 
         (May 11 ceremonies) 
 
Greetings from the University of Illinois System 
    Nicholas P. Jones, Executive Vice President, University of Illinois  
         (7 p.m. May 10, 10 a.m. May 11 ceremonies) 
    Timonthy L. Killeen, President, University of Illinois  
         (3 p.m. May 11 ceremony) 
 
Conferring of Honorary Degree 
    Doctor of Humane Letters Burks Oakley II (10 a,m. May 11 ceremony) 
 
Introduction of Student Commencement Speaker 
    Jamarco R. Clark, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 
 
Remarks to Fellow Graduates 
    Daisy S. Solorzano, Class of 2024 
 
Presentation of Graduate Degree Candidates 
    Brandon E. Schwab, Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Provost  



2024 Commencement Ceremonies 
 

Conferring of Graduate Degrees 
    Nicholas P. Jones, Executive Vice President, University of Illinois  
         (7 p.m. May 10, 10 a.m. May 11 ceremonies) 
    Timonthy L. Killeen, President, University of Illinois  
         (3 p.m. May 11 ceremony) 
 
Presentation of Undergraduate Degree Candidates 
    Brandon E. Schwab, Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Provost 
 
Conferring of Undergraduate Degrees 
    Nicholas P. Jones, Executive Vice President, University of Illinois  
         (7 p.m. May 10, 10 a.m. May 11 ceremonies) 
    Timonthy L. Killeen, President, University of Illinois  
         (3 p.m. May 11 ceremony) 
 
Presentation of Graduates** 
    Graduates will walk across the stage and be presented with a diploma cover 
 
Closing Remarks 
    Brandon E. Schwab, Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Provost  
         (7 p.m. May 10 ceremony) 
    Janet L. Gooch, Chancellor  
         (May 11 ceremonies) 
 
Recessional 
    Pomp and Circumstance Nos. 1 and IV by Elgar (Graduates and audience are asked to  
         remain seated) 
    Pamela Salela, Grand Marshal* 
    Platform Party 
    Faculty 
 
 
*  Grand Marshal is an honorary title conferred each year on a professor by vote of the  
    UIS faculty. 
 
**  Graduates’ names are read by Tim Schweizer, Broadcaster for Sports Radio 92.3/1450  
    in Springfield, and Apeksha Mallipeddi, Alumni/Principal Consultant, Illinois State  
    Board of Education.



Accounting 
   Nathan A. Clark – B.A. 
   Mary Joyce Godley – M.A. 
Business Administration 
   Shama Mahjabeen  
      Reddington – B.B.A. 
   Heena Rose Dries – M.B.A.  

Cybersecurity Management  
   Joseph Wesley Sebright – M.S. 
Finance 
   Jeffrey Escobar Gutierrez – M.S. 
Healthcare Informatics 
   Katie Rose Knecht – M.S. 

Human Resource Management 
   Erica Delyn Tims – M.S. 
Management Information  
Systems 
   Jacqueline Marie Bruzzese – B.S. 
   Tanmai Reddy Remala – M.S.

College of Business and Management

The Marshals 
 

        The faculty and students who comprise each program committee on campus select one graduating 
student who best exemplifies the goals and spirit of each program. Those students have been designated 
as program marshals and may be identified by the gold stoles they wear. 

Criminology and Criminal Justice 
   Jessalyn Marie Bjorling – B.A. 
English 
   Breanna Elizabeth Scott – B.A. 
History 
   Lilian Marjorie Georgiou – B.A. 
   Adam James Kral – M.A. 

Athletic Training 
   Katherine Lyn Brandt – M.A.T.R. 
Biochemistry 
   Erol Deniz Ikiz – B.S. 
Biology 
   Clark David Morgan – B.S.  
Chemistry 
   Thomas Pinedo – B.S. 
Computer Science 
   Eli Nicholas Exner – B.S. 
   Samuel Robert Francisco  
      Malawy – M.S. 
Data Analytics 
   Aravind Reddy Velumula – M.S. 

Mathematical Sciences 
   Michael James Kalmbach – B.A. 
Medical Laboratory Science 
   Peter Joseph Salvo – B.S. 
Philosophy 
   Ethan Edward Riffle – B.A. 
Psychology 
   Romina Alejandra Trujillo  
      Agostini – B.A. 
Public Health 
   Matthew Wayne  
      Kruger – M.P.H.

College of Health, Science and Technology

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Environmental Health 
   Joshua Ufuoma  
      Egbedimame – M.P.H. 
Environmental Sciences 
   Lara Hakam – M.S. 
Environmental Studies 
   Salome J. Wortman – B.A. 
Exercise Science 
   Sophia Delaney Margelot – B.S.   
Information Systems Security 
   Charlotte Anne Kristina  
      Medina – B.S. 

Human Development Counseling 
   Alyssa Le-Ann Shaw – M.A. 
Liberal Studies 
   Emma Katherine  
      Domescik-Rink – B.A. 
Social Work 
   Karina M. Bueno – B.S.W. 

Sociology/Anthropology 
   Audra M. Liniger – B.A. 
Theatre 
   Damaris Tovar – B.A. 
Visual Arts 
   Savannah R. Saltsgaver – B.A.

Communication 
   Michelle Lovie Crawhorn – B.A. 
   Andrew Nicol – M.A. 
Education 
   Michael Daniel Mroz – M.A. 
Educational Leadership 
   Michelle Renee Joyce – M.A. 
Educational Studies 
   Evan Joseph Keeney – B.A. 
Elementary Education 
   Laney Bel Air Gowin – B.A. 

Global Studies 
   Hannah Baity – B.A. 
Human Services 
   Kim Lee Perkins – M.A. 
Legal Studies 
   Rudie Jean Logerquist – B.A. 
Middle Grades Education 
   Nicole Pedigo – B.A.  
Secondary History Education 
   Durick A. McNear – B.A.  
Political Science 
   Max R. Pernitsky – B.A. 
   Mimi Theresa Pham – M.A. 

Public Administration 
   Samantha Marie Pierce – M.P.A. 
   Kathleen Marie Jacoby – D.P.A. 
Public Policy 
   Molly Grace Harms – B.A.  
   Claudia Melissa Falcon  
      Adanaque – M.P.P. 
Public Affairs Reporting 
   Alexis Paige Abbeduto – M.A. 
Public and Nonprofit  
Administration 
   Skye Lynn Kretzinger – B.A. 

College of Public Affairs and Education



Graduate Academic Honors Awards 
 
Alexis Paige Abbeduto  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student in Public Affairs Reporting 
Bright Akuamoah Boateng  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Academic Excellence in Public Administration 
William Ian Bade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student in Environmental Science 
Samuel Osayomwanbor Bright-Agbonze  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Academic Achievement  
Joshua Scott Calhoun  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student in Management Information Systems 
Donna K. Coleman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student in Healthcare Informatics 
Marie Elizabeth Coobs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Academic Excellence in Human Services 
Ayomide D. Daramola  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student in Management Information Systems 
Dana L. Davidson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Highest Honors in Legal Studies 
Ella Terese Ferguson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Masters of Business Administration Student 
Joshua Clyde Fippen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Highest Honors in Legal Studies 
Mary Joyce Godley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Academic Honor in Accounting 
Hayley J. Goebel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Masters of History with Distinction 
Andrew Murray Goldstein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Master Thesis 
Emmanoel Gorza Ferreira  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Academic Achievement  
Taylor McKay Grantham  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student 
Jeffrey Escobar Gutierrez  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Academic Honor in Finance 
Tracy Lynn Hall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Outstanding Academic Achievement  
Alberto Hernandez Gomez  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Capstone 
Noah William Houtchens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student in Computer Science 
Ifthichar Ali Kalanther Meerasa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student in Computer Science 
Rohit Kaushik  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student in Data Analytics 
Robert R. Kerr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Academic Excellence in Public Administration 
Maksim Konoplyanko  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student 
Marianela Landi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student in Data Analytics 
Cole William Longcor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student in Public Affairs Reporting 
James Mensah  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student in Environmental Science 
Ashley B. Moore  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Academic Excellence in Human Services 
Nicholas T. Nielson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Dedication to the Discipline 
Meredith Mae Niermann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student in Healthcare Informatics 
Oluchukwu Oba  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Service to the School of Communication and Media 
McKenna Kay Servis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Masters of History with Distinction 
Yamani Jelaan Maree Shareef  . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Masters of Business Administration Student 
Brandon Michael Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Clinical Performance 
Ericka Snopko  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student in Cybersecurity Management 
Jinny Mae Swedberg  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Academic Excellence in Public Administration 
Amanda Christine Temir-Young  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Academic Achievement  
Onyeka Mary Ukpoju-Ebonyi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Outstanding Academic Achievement  
Taylor Nicole Lykins Workman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Academic Achievement  
Jennifer Mindy Zimmerman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outstanding Student in Cybersecurity Management



Robert R. Kerr 

Keyria Lashawn Rodgers 

Manuel Ivan Roman-Basora 

Amy Brooke Wheeler 

James Arthur 

Kathleen Marie Jacoby 

Master of Arts
Siarra Angel Dorsey 

Hailey Brooke Dryden 

Julie Dzubin 

Isaac William Farhadian 

Joshua Clyde Fippen 

Jocelyn Fluker 

Kellie Foy 

Allie N. Fry 

Hope E. Gadson 

Alexander V. Genova 

Anthony L. Giordano 

Mary Joyce Godley 

Hayley J. Goebel 

Andrew Murray Goldstein 

Emmanoel Gorza Ferreira 

Donna M. Greer 

Rebecca Marie Guth 

Valerie Patrice Hampton 

Patrick Michael Harlan 

Autumn Nicole Harris 

Kelsi Lee Hayes 

Alberto Hernandez Gomez 

Alyssa Marie Herzing 

Hibtes T. Hibtes 

Jayson Alan Hoffman 

Ahja R. Howard 

Kelsey Frances Hunter 

Toluwanimi Olaniyi Idowu 

Jacqualine Simone Jarju 

Chadwick Huntley Jenkins 

Jinwon Jeon 

Joan Johnson 

Morgan Elizabeth Johnson 

Sainabou Joof 

Michelle Renee Joyce 

Junior Kabange Nkongolo 

Michael E. Karnath 

Conor James Kelly 

Susan Kopacz 

Adam James Krall 

Garry Dale Krause 

Arianna Elisa Lawson 

Jeffrey Lee 

Gracen Autumn Lee 

Alexis Paige Abbeduto 

Mervice Alah Abung 

Md Junaedul Alam 

Godwin Omoghena Aluyor 

Modou Lamin Badjan 

Jon Baxter 

Joshua Noel Beauchamp 

Pelumi Korede Bello 

Jasmine Khalil Biary 

Susan K. Biary 

Meghan Michelle Hart Boente 

Grace Kelly Bollinger 

Rachel Breann Brown 

Amaria Alexis Marquita  

    Chambers 

Xaver Clarke 

Marie Elizabeth Coobs 

Dana L. Davidson 

Jasmine Davis 

Elizabeth Davis 

Shelby Dodson 

Houston Eugen Donald 

     Honors are a means of recognizing and encouraging superior academic achievement among baccalau-
reate candidates. Final designation of honors is subject to change due to final semester grades. 
                                                     ◆◆◆   Summa cum laude 
                                                  ◆◆   Magna cum laude 
                                                    ◆   Cum laude 
                                                    ✜   Capital Scholars Honors Student 
                                                     9   Student Laureate of The Lincoln Academy of Illinois 

Doctor of Public Administration

Certificate of Advanced Studies
Mindi Leah Ritchie Amy Elizabeth Van Hoose Codi Conway 



Melanie Jane Rdzok 

Jacob David Reid 

Cynthia D. Riley 

Sierra Michele Roberts 

Noelle Dawn Rodriguez 

Joshua Lavon Rowzee 

Brent Jason Rudell 

Jennifer Marie Rush 

Gerardo Sanchez Aros 

Susan Cook Sandstrom 

Julia Elizabeth Schwartz 

McKenna Kay Servis 

Alyssa Le-Ann Shaw 

Tenesha Danielle Shelton 

Catherine Louise Shepherd 

Brandon Michael Smith 

Stile Thomas Smith 

Keith Franklin Sneyd 

Emily Joy Standley 

Eric Toche Stanton 

Krista Nicole Stine 

Kimberly Jo Stout 

Linda Marie Stuan 

Robert Surlina 

Aimee Ann Sutton 

Alicia Taylor 

Amanda Christine Temir-Young 

Jaclyn Rose Thompson 

Tiffany Yvonne Tinker 

Evin Sinclair Tucker 

Jackie Marie Voss 

Adrienne Louise Wagner 

Brennan White 

Emilie Williams 

Kaitlin Marie Winks 

Danielle Daniece Nickole  

    Woodson 

Emily Anne Woosley 

Kyle Jeffrey Wright 

Carolyn Margaret Yuroff 

Krista Marie Zottola 

Cole William Longcor 

Jade Aurore Marceau-Mary 

Michaela Marini 

Colleen McGee 

Gianna Rose Messina 

Rylee Renea Mills 

Ashley B. Moore 

Michael Daniel Mroz 

Andrew Nicol 

Nicholas T. Nielson 

Horeja Njie 

Nneka Christine Nwani 

Oluchukwu Oba 

Daniel Agwu Onuoha 

Kim Lee Perkins 

Paige Ann Peterson 

Mimi Theresa Pham 

Steven Michael Pondel 

Melinda Lee Poole 

Jade Cassandra Rack 

Rachel Elizabeth Rambach 

Tyler Aring 

Roderick Arms 

Kosmo M. Arnold-Green 

Ignacio Ascarrunz 

Dallas A. Ashford 

Courtney Nicole Avery 

Faiza Azmath 

Elizabeth Laney Baldo 

Jason A. Bane 

Brandon Scott Bannon 

Abdullah Basith 

Benjamin Earl Bernhardt 

Patrick David Besler 

Coby L. Blaylock 

Krystina Camille Blue 

Brian Andrew Bonick 

Dana Marie Bradley 

Matt Bredin 

Amanda Kay Brenizer 

James Brenner 

Mary Song Abundo 

Pablo Adrian Adames 

Adedoyin Adedolapo Adekanmbi 

Yewande Ayomide Adetola 

Adeseun Simeon Adeyemi 

Taiwo Samson Adeyemo 

Olufunmilayo Mary Ajayi 

Hazem A. Albassam 

Oscar Alvarado 

William Everett Aman 

Master of Business Administration

Master of Athletic Training
Garrett Wayne Fritz 

Geoffrey Chance Gilbreth 

Charles Henry Witman 

Morgan Irene Worker 

Katherine Lyn Brandt 

Cristian Matthew Cabrera 



Anna Jean Grencik 

Anwar Haj 

Ashley A. Harris 

Sana Hashmi 

Cadina Shaneika Hawkins 

Kathleen Rose Heinz 

Isaac Thomas Heischmidt 

Joseph Cletus Herold 

Elena Marie Holler 

Cortney Lynn Hoover 

Tjerk Edwin Huis 

John Gifford Irwin 

Jelili Adio Ismaila 

Tenia Jackson 

Maria Jacome 

Ousman Jallow 

Saidatou E. Jallow 

Caroline Lila Johnson 

Thomas M. Johnston 

Shannon Lamont Jones-Carr 

Jacqueline Warikhale Kalipeni 

Derrick M. Keith 

Kaitlyn Jae Kemper 

Patrick Kerrigan 

Andrew Jaesung Kim 

Kimberly Marie Kinsell 

Colton Jack Klein 

Jacob Aric Klunick 

Gyanaprasuna Koduru 

Devon Edward Kramer 

Joanna Krawczyk 

Jarrod Kurtz 

Amanda Marie LaCount 

Dara Alexis Langley 

Corinne Lawrence 

Shannon Elizabeth Leake 

Jasmine Arianna Marie Lee 

Sarah Beth Livingston 

Sarata Manneh 

Nigel Martindill 

Robert Matthew Martz 

Dylan Thomas McCain 

Rachelle Darice Jackson McElroy 

Kenzie Jo Meister 

Kaitelyn Elizabeth Miguel 

Angela Bernice Moeller 

Ibrahim Aigbodion Momoh 

Roosevelt Moneyham 

Anna Beth Monroe 

Mauro Andres Montalvo Torres 

Kaleia Na-Tae Monteiro 

Saleana Mousette Moore 

Amanda Margaret Moore 

Ryan Moore 

Amber J. Terando Munds 

Daniel Ray Murff 

Ashtonloryn Murray 

Venkatareddy Nadithe 

Avdhut Waman Nadkarni 

Harold Snosio Neufville 

Stephen Wayne Newman 

Lauren Calinisan Nidea 

Trista Jeanette Novy 

Thelma Chidinma Nwobi 

Billy Nzojyibwami 

Kaosisochukwu Princewill  

    Obegolu 

William Steven Oberg 

Edward Kingsley Ocran 

Atinuke Mary Odunuga 

Domenic Gabriel Ogno 

Samuel Olalekan Olokesusi 

Kerri Ann Olson 

Yeritza Lissette Ortiz 

Nayomi Lakshika Athapattu  

    Palle Golle Dewayalage 

Lamin Panneh 

Datt Narendrakumar Patel 

Flamonda Christine Brown 

Jill Suzanne Bruce 

Benjamin Robert Butcher 

Terence Bynoe 

Henry Albert Cable 

Elif Ozge Cakmak 

Ashley Nicole Campbell 

Ainsley Maria Chandler 

Brian James Cheche 

Jenny Chen 

Ryne Tyler Coady 

Oghogho Collins-Owens 

Patrick Todd Conley 

Tim Cunningham 

Federico D’Andrea 

Taha Bin Danish 

Ashley Darling 

Emmanuel Davis 

Santa DeAngelo 

Eliza L. Deguzman 

Toran Parsifal Hamilcar  

    Dhanasar 

Elis Manuel Diaz 

Julian Dejerr Dodd 

Francine S. Dower 

Heena Rose Dries 

Michael Feltman 

Ella Terese Ferguson 

Vanessa Raquel Ferguson 

Arthur Valentin Figuiere 

Terrell Jame Florence 

Gaspare Gallina 

Amulya Ganta Vijaykumar 

Treonia Lakeshia Gardner 

Gabrielle Christine Garland 

Didi Arthur Gattey 

Ana Bertha Glenn 

Shannon Goodwin 

Valena Shanel Greene 



Hannah Michele Schoonover 
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Samantha Jedrzejas ◆ 

Olivia Nicole Johnson 

Hassanah Noor Johnson 

Ryan R. Jones ◆◆ ✜ 

Spencer Nicole Jorn 

Michael James Kalmbach 

Gregory John Kane 

Aubrey Lynn Karhliker 

Evan Joseph Keeney 

Kendal E. Kerrigan 

James Thomas Kilcran 

Christina Ann King 

Alexandra Kay King ◆ 

Cassandra Lee Kiser ◆ 

Plamedia Joana Alvaro Kombe ◆ 

Waverleigh Noel Koncor 

Skye Lynn Kretzinger 

Makenzie Alyssa Krider 

Jessica Teri Lagios 

Margaret Larson ◆ 

Savannah Korin Lashbrook 

Pamela Joy Lazar 

Alivia B. Lewis 

Audra M. Liniger ◆◆ 

Jessica Lister 

Rudie Jean Logerquist ◆◆◆ 

Valeria Lopez ✜ 

Heather Christine Lowrey 

Alysia Marie Madonia 

Alyssa K. Madsen ◆◆ 

Naya Leanne Malone 

Madison Grace Manker ◆ 

Nicholas Marquez ◆ ✜ 

Bryce Franklin Marsaglia 

Matthew D. Marshall ◆ 

Chloe Eileen Martin 

Gabriel Austin Martinez 

Cuautli Martinez-Banuelos 

Maria Jose Martinez-Yocute ✜ 

Clayton Gergory Marx ◆ 

Seth J. Masters 

Anne McFarland 

Abrielle Ciera Marie McGowan 

Noah Christopher McIntyre 

Jon Anthony McLaughlin 

Madison Michelle McMullan 

Durick A. McNear ◆ 

Haydn B. Meckes 

Valeria E. Mendoza 

Donald Alexander Merriman 

Daniel Blair Meyers 

Nancy Meza ◆ 

Alyssa Marie Michaud 

Julian Demar Mikesell 

Josie RaeAnn Millard ◆ 

Oluwadamilola Moibi 

Henoc Baraka Mondika 

Emma Grace Mott ◆ 

Aubrie Grace Mozingo ◆◆ 

Zainab Yahya Mushreh ◆ 

Grace Marie Nance 

Jaylin Netters 

Justin Noll 

Olivia Marie Novero ◆◆ 

Rheanna C. Ollis 

Adaeze C. Onyewuchi 

Elizabeth Pagel 

Cassidee Noelle Pantier ◆◆ 

Peyton Paszkiewicz ◆ 

Kyla Rose Pattie ◆◆ 

Tonya K. Patton 

Nicole Pedigo ◆ 

Grace Olivia Pequignot ◆ 

Max R. Pernitsky ◆◆◆ 

Casey J. Perrilles ◆ 

Sarah Lavon Pike ◆ 

Kenneth A. Ponquinette 

Khiry Markel Powell 

Mary Prewitt 

Patricia A. Purcell ◆◆ 

Lauren Mary Quigley ◆ 

Alexander L. Rankin 

Brennan Redman 

Anna Marie Reed 

Jeremy Michael Reeves ◆ 

Ethan Edward Riffle 

Courtney Renae Roberts 

Dreayna C. Rodgers ◆◆ 

Jocelyn Rodriguez 

Susan Fredricka Rogers ◆ 

Yaslin Rogers ◆ 

Joshua Isaiah Rojas 

Derek Joseph Ross 

Kelly A. Rowden 

Avalon E. Rowe 

Tianna Rushing 

Angela C. Russell ◆ 

Tessa Nicole Saenz 

Savannah R. Saltsgaver ◆◆ 

Charles Henry Salvo 

Alexis R. Sanders 

Bailey Elizabeth Sands 

Matthew Aaron Schaad ◆ 

Nathan James Schleiden 

Allen Schmitz ◆ 

Kaitlyn Marie Scott ◆◆ 



Breanna Elizabeth Scott ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Jae M. Scott 

Ellen Elaine Selinger ◆ 

Erin Leeanne Setzer ◆ 

Alayna Renee Sevener ◆◆ 

Rylee Reann Shaw ◆ 

Eric Glenn Shell ◆◆ 

Ellie Rose Shonkwiler ◆◆ 

Zoe Sjogerman ◆ 

Natalie Jade Skinner ◆◆ 

Kati Eleanore Smith 

U’Daria D. Smith 

Jaichan Tyrique Smith ◆ 

Courtney J. V. Smith 

Kaylie Ann Smith 

Lauren Noel Smith ◆◆ 

Ashley Lynn Stauthammer 

Timothy R. Steffen 

Sydney Anna Stokes 

Justin M. Strzelczyk 

Eric Jerome Stuckey 

Jordan Mikel Stumph-Stoddard 

Alex Nikol Suhre 

Destiny Ann Tertocha ✜ 

Emma Elizabeth Thomas 

Kacey N. Tillery ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Maxine L. Touchette 

Damaris Tovar ◆ 

Ashley N. Trader ◆◆ 

Romina Alejandra Trujillo  

    Agostini ◆◆◆ 

Jasmyne S. Trummel ◆ 

Kendall A. Turner ◆ 

Josh Aaron Uden 

Elizabeth Marie Uhl ◆◆ ✜ 

Jaiden Clascina Valentine 

Briana Rose Vanderweele 

Fatima Alexandra Velasco 

McKenna Paige Vereeke ◆◆ ✜ 

Andrew Neil Vesper 

Dominick G. Vessini 

Alexandra Shaye Virgin 

Lisa Vo 

Kathryn N. Wall ◆◆ 

J. Drew Washam ◆◆ 

Hannah Taylor West 

Kimberli Ann Wheeler 

Benjamin Joseph Whitlock 

Rebecca Katherine Wiggins ◆◆◆ 

Savannah Wilken ◆ 

Kenneth E. Williams 

Logan Anthony Williams 

Laclaudia Williams 

Caitlyn Ariel Williams 

Dylan Thomas Willis 

Andrea Danielle Wilson 

Lisa Lynelle Winborn 

Nikolay Randolph Winslow ◆◆◆ 

Elena Wittenauer 

Shieanne Kayia Woods 

Riley Woosley 

Salome J. Wortman ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Antionette Marie Wudtke 

Mark Kevin Wykoff ◆ 

Logan York 

Marcey Lynne Zak ◆ 

Alyssa Davey Zebell 

William Ziegler

Angela Akers 

Kierstyn Lee Sheridan Alexander 

Vedant Mukeshbhai Amin 

Kathryn Michelle Arnett 

Michael Jose Arreola 

Sofia E. Baptist 

Aleksandra Bebenek 

Hannah Beeler 

Jason Lee Bergstrom ◆ 

Kadin Bertsche 

Maddie Susanne Bishop 

Kristen Renee Bowen 

Kierra Kay Boyles 

Emily Catherine Canham 

Lauren M. Colonius ◆◆ 

Zharia R. Cook 

Erik Joel Cortes 

Delivan Monroe Cox 

Catlynn Courtney Creason ◆ 

Mason A. Crowe 

Lydia Katherine Davenport 

Vy Tuong Do 

Jamie Dravecky 

Nathan C. Durm 

Ross William Emery 

Isaiah Thomas Esker ◆ 

Brenden Jacob Ferguson 

Macarena Catalina Flores  

    Carrasco 

Dante P. Galeana Perez 

Abigail Elizabeth Graczyk ◆ 

Mason Anthony Graham 

Madison Grandys ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Marc Grischeau 

Jayhan Hakki ◆ 

Sydney I. Harrison 

Jalen M. Harrison 

Guadalupe Hernandez 

Hannah Marie Hrabak 

Bachelor of Business Administration



Ashton John Hubert ◆ 

Kyle J. Ingram 

Justin Jimmie Jones-Felder 

Mason Scott Katterhenry 

Calvin Edwin Kerfoot 

Jacob Knofsky 

Gabriela Kois ◆◆ 

Kerene Malingo Alvaro  

    Kombe ◆◆ 

Pelagie Kouaze Ndounwo 

Lucas Russell Kresin ◆ 

Isaiah Brennan Lane 

Carter M. Leach 

Jacob Michael Lehr 

Riley Adam Lewis 

Daniel Tristan Lockett 

Elijah Allyn Martin 

Cathy Medley 

Lauren Rose Megger 

Sydney Marie Miller 

Aryaman Mohan 

Courtney Morgan 

McKenzie Rae Newell 

Mofopefoluwa Adeboye Oloyede 

Nishi Rajnibhai Patel ◆◆ 

Jaida Simone Perry 

Samuel Nicholas Pugh ◆◆◆ 

Shama Mahjabeen Reddington 

Bailey Annalise Reising 

Luke George Ridley ◆ 

Samuel R. Roat 

Pichanika Roongvitaya 

Arely Sanchez Meyer 

Jordan Nichole Schaefer 

Elaina Sebby 

Jordan Sara Serrahn ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Sina Thon Skjelstad ◆◆◆ 

Christopher Michael Slater ◆◆◆ 

Jasmyne Solomon 

Beckham Adam Stewart 

Jackson Nicol Towery Stove 

Sergio Talavera 

Cody Allen Thompson 

Thomas W. Triggs 

Dustin Turner 

Alberto Valsecchi ◆◆ 

Hannah Frances Vanko 

Chad James VanMeter 

Julia P. Vosburgh 

Gavin Alan Wahlbrink ◆ 

Lane Merlin White 

Jasmine T. Whitt 

Clarence Ray Williams 

Paige Elise Williams ✜ 

Kaylee Michelle  

    Winebrinner ◆◆◆ 

Gianna M. Wolanin 

Terelle Lynn Worthy 

Mark Allen Wright ◆◆◆ 

Najee Rashaad Yarbrough 

Nijem A. Abderrhman 

Justin Dylan Orenze Aguado 

Diego Antonio Aguilar 

Midhat Ahmad 

Saeed Ajideh Talab 

Daliyah Da Shawn Anderson ✜ 

Jorel Xavier Arenas-Nieves 

Ramsey I. Armstrong 

Dillon Bailey 

Amirah L. Baker 

Luke James Bender ◆◆ 

Chloe Marie Skylar Berna ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Margi Kaushikkumar Bhatt 

Lucas Michael Bieneman 

Jacob Henry Bieniek 

Andrew Dylan Bonner 

Jason Thomas Brown ◆ 

Evan M. Brummer 

Jacqueline Marie Bruzzese ◆ 

Franca Bucco Paolasso ◆◆◆ 

Eric Joseph Burke 

Kelsie N. Burrows ◆◆ 

Areeyakorn Chonpracha Bushek 

Sebastian Catalan-Castrejon ◆◆ 

Chelsea Aleah Cavenaile ◆◆ 

Johanna Katherine Cernich 

Mohammed Chabuk ◆ 

Cory Champney ◆ 

Jericho Micheal Floyd Corey 

Adam C. Cornelius ◆ 

Logan Curtis Cuba 

Lee Constantine Dallas ◆◆◆ 

Tristan Daniel ✜ 

Christian Porter Davis 

Joshua Nash Davis 

Kavyasri Deevi 

Kyle Dickman 

Steven P. Droesch ◆ 

Kenneth Christopher Edwards ◆◆ 

Matthew Thomas Ehlert ◆◆ 

Nicholas M. Ellis 

Eli Nicholas Exner ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Jacob A. Fidler 

Kyler Fox 

Jamey Shannon Franklin 

Rodney Neil Garvin 

Nicole Theresa Nina  

    Girard ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Bachelor of Science



Wojciech Glinski 

John Robert Gordon ◆ 

Hunter Joseph Gouin ◆ 

Jordan Richard Graham 

Kevin Allen Greder 

Gillian H. Greenwood 

Austin C. Hansen 

Rebecca Marie Harms ◆ 

Max Alexander Harris 

Ashley Renee Harrison 

Conrad M. Henderson ◆ 

Justin James Hiatt 

Anthony F. Hightower ✜ 

Steven Daniel Hogue ◆◆◆ 

Nathan Honold ◆ 

Brennen Byron Hoover 

Nicholas Mark Hoover 

Emme Ann Howell ◆◆ 

Katelyn Rose Hummel ◆◆ ✜ 

Erol Deniz Ikiz ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Joshua David Ingalsbe 

Alexander Irwin 

Adrian R. Ishmael 

Meredith Marie Janssen ◆◆ 

Jaleesa Latoria Johnson 

Eric R. Jones ◆ 

Samantha Marie Juarez 

Sadee G. Kassing ◆ 

John Patrick Kata 

Christian Keniston 

Jennifer Nicole Kerwin ◆ 

Hunter R. Kienast ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Donghwan Kim 

Hayden Adrey Kolb 

Oliver M. Kramer ◆ 

Gavin Roman Krohe ◆ 

Max Thomas Krone ◆ 

Kayla Charlene Krpan 

Dylan A. Kurima ◆ 

Uriel J. Lamothe ◆◆ 

Lauren Alexis Lausen 

Zack A. Lee 

Rodney Alan Leenerts 

Alexandria Jo Leka ◆ 

William Stratton Lesko ◆ 

Dean Richard Lewis 

Paxton Sengpaphone  

    Luangnikone ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Kylie Mae Mably ◆◆ 

Adam Christopher Magann ◆◆ 

Ella G. Mann ◆ 

Sophia Delaney Margelot ◆◆◆ 

Rosendo Martinez 

Shailynn S. Matthews 

Meredith Anne McClain ◆ 

Bryan McConnell 

Amanda Nicole  

    McConnell ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Eric S. McDaniel 

Brooke Ann Meador 

Charlotte Anne Kristina  

    Medina ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Franki Elizabeth Miller ✜ 

Jonathan Miller ◆ 

Qasim Mohammed 

Clark David Morgan ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Kristen Alexandria Nall ◆◆ 

Jamal Nasir 

Tayson Allen Neely ◆ 

Anh Quoc Nguyen 

Dane Randall Paige ◆ 

Blake R. Paige ◆◆ 

Tej Bobby Patel 

Dhara S. Patel ◆◆ ✜ 

Paris Eleanor Paul 

Thomas Pinedo ◆◆ ✜ 

Aliyah Mariah Plummer 

Patricia A. Powell 

Abigail Rose Prevett 

Caleb Douglass Provo ◆ 

Mahmoud Raed Radwan ◆ 

Abdorrahim Abdolmajid Rahimi 

Kyler Ramos 

Randy Ramsammy ◆ 

Ryan K. Reilly 

Yi Ren 

Adrena C. Reynolds 

Ron Jacob Reyes Romualdo 

Sofiia Rudenka ◆◆◆ 

Peter Joseph Salvo 

Kaung Myat San 

Hendricx Santos ◆ 

Jeremy Thomas Schrafel 

Aaron J. Sclove 

Ayodeji Ibrahim  

    Segun-Akadiri ◆◆ 

Cathy Michelle Serwin 

Michael Robert Sliwa ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Justin Anthony Smith 

Hannah Elaine Smith 

Michael Joseph Smothers ✜ 

Jeffery Lee Snay 

Jordan Lamont Stapleton 

Justin Todd Stille 

Muhammad Hamdan Sulaiman ◆ 

Aisha Tahirkheli 

Abdo Aziz Tareb 

Matthew Sebastien  

    Thomann ◆◆ ✜ 

Andrew Heinz Timm 

Allyson Leigh Tucker 

Delaney Ann Tucker ◆◆ 

Madison Renee Turner ◆◆◆ 

Pavani Pravallika Unnam ◆◆◆ ✜ 

Ricardo Jose Vargas 

Chanh Nhan Vo ◆◆◆ 

David Elijah Wacaser ◆◆ 



Isabella Marie Wade 

Zamya Unique Wade ◆◆ 

Zachary Thomas Walker ◆ 

Kayli Lynne Ward ◆◆ 

Caleb Matthew Warmbier ◆◆ 

Rachel Marie Warner 

Jachin Shawn Wiese ◆ 

Emily Rose Williams ◆ 

Karen Jean Williams 

Kristine Amanda Sonnek  

    Wilson ◆◆◆ 

Nathaneal Elroy Witman ◆ 

Yousef Ali Yafai 

Audrey Mary Louise Yates ◆ 

Alexander Michael Younker ◆ 

Miguel Zamora 

Jackson Thomas Zellers ◆ 

Batuhan Zeybek 

Therese Mundongo Zuehlke 

Kaily Ann Brown 

Karina M. Bueno ◆◆ ✜ 

Alleson Lauren Christian ◆ 

Oluwakemi Cherice Fayemi 

Travis Marquis Gipson 

Lazerric A. Hartzog 

Paulina Michelle Henderson 

Jessica Ann Jungels 

Timeka Nicole McBride 

Robert M. Rickey 

Anna Kathryn Slater 

Allyssa Nichole Yard ◆◆◆ 

Bachelor of Social Work



Faculty Emeritus 
 
        The bestowal of Professor Emeritus status is a recognition of the value the University places on the 
experience, knowledge, and ability of its retiring faculty. This status is awarded in accordance with the 
University of Illinois statutes and University of Illinois Springfield policy. The following individuals have 
been selected to receive Faculty Emeritus status this year. 
 

Kathy DeBarr  
Dr. Kathy DeBarr received a Bachelor of Arts in Health Services Administration from Sangamon State 
University in 1988, a Master of Science in Health Education from Southern Illinois University at  
Carbondale in 1990, and a doctorate in Health Education from Southern Illinois University at  
Carbondale in 1993. Dr. DeBarr joined the University of Illinois Springfield as Assistant Professor of 
Health Services Administration in 1993 and was promoted to Associate Professor of Public Health in 
2001. Dr. DeBarr has long-standing teaching and research interests in health education, health admin-
istration and public health policy. She has been an active scholar and has made significant service con-
tributions to the university, community and her profession. Before her retirement on  January 1, 2024, 
Dr. Kathy DeBarr had served the university for 31 years. 



The academic costume worn at American university exercises has its origin in medieval times. The 
general garment worn by all, at the time, was a gown or robe, a cape with attached hood (cowl) worn 
over the gown for warmth, and a cap. Color and other adornments added to the garments indicated 
social status or wealth. The attire worn by students and teachers was strongly influenced by the 
cathedrals near the center of study. As schools grew in size and diversity of subjects, teacher guilds 
began designating their field of study by color, and the color of the garments took on an additional 
designation. By the 14th century, a cap, pileus quadratus (four-cornered cap), became the standard 
head dress. Through time, these vestments changed in style but the three items, the cap, gown, and 
hood, remain in academic costumes. 
 
THE CAP:  The pileus quadratus went through its own changes. Originally introduced in Paris, the 
four corners were long and hung down over the head. Later, the corners were pointed upright and 
then were stiffened outward by a board (the mortar board). The mortar board, or Oxford style, is the 
traditional cap worn in American universities. 
 
The cap is black in American universities and is constructed of cloth, with velvet reserved for the 
doctorate. Various items have been attached to the cap, but the tassel is now standard. The color of the 
tassel is black for any degree, with gold metallic thread restricted to doctors and governing officials. 
Occasionally, the color of the tassel will indicate honors. 
 
THE GOWN: The cut of the gown designates the degree. The gown color in American universities – 
except Harvard, Yale, Columbia, Princeton, and a few others – is black. The bachelor’s degree gown is 
relatively simple, falling in straight lines and distinguished by long pointed sleeves. The master’s gown 
is also relatively straight, but the arm opening is at the elbow, allowing the rest of the sleeve to hang 
down. Until 1960, the arm emerged through a slit at the elbow, a sleeve was added which closes at the 
wrist. The original sleeve still hangs down to about the knee. The doctor’s gown is rather elaborate, 
marked by bell sleeves with three velvet bars and velvet panels around the neck and down the front. 
The cut is also fuller than other gowns. The sleeve bars and trim may be black or of subject color. 
 
THE HOOD: Of the three components of academic costume, the hood conveys the most  
information. The level of the degree is indicated by the length of the hood and the width of the trim. 
The bachelor’s hood is three feet long with two-inch velvet trim, the master’s is three and one-half feet 
long with three-inch trim, and the doctor’s is four feet long with five-inch trim. At UIS, bachelor’s 
degree candidates do not wear hoods. 
 
The color of the trim indicates the subject area of the degree: white signifies Arts; peacock blue signifies 
Public Administration, tan for Business Administration, salmon pink for Public Health, light blue for 
Education, pink for Music, scarlet for Theology, lemon for Library Science, and so on. There are 35 
such designations. 
 
The final information conveyed by the hood is the institution that awarded the degree to the wearer. 
The color designation for UIS is a royal blue field with a white chevron. Each school has its own color 
designator. For example, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign is a navy blue field with two 
orange chevrons. Although there is an attempt not to overlap color designators, a number of schools 
may have the same colors. For example, 39 universities in addition to UIS have royal blue field with 
white chevron. 
 
The colored cords worn by participants identify students as scholars of distinction who have 
demonstrated a commitment to learning at a high level of achievement. It is believed by some historians 
that the wearing of honors cords is older and more traditional than the stoles that are also used by 
Greek honor societies since the cord recalls the teaching and contemplative orders of the Middle Ages 
when members of these honor societies wore knotted cords to remind them of their duties. The students 
who wear these honors cords in our commencement ceremonies today symbolize the University of 
Illinois Springfield’s historical success in attracting capable students who are exemplary scholars 
committed to a life of learning.



Development of the Campus   
     The University of Illinois Springfield is located on 746 acres on the southeast side of the capital 
city, near Lake Springfield. The campus comprises: 
 
The Legacy Campus, built in the early 1970s, is home to the university’s first buildings. Originally 
intended as “temporary,” these buildings have been renovated for many purposes over the years. 
Among their current occupants are Health Services, International Student Services, Diversity Center, 
NPR Illinois radio, Cox Children’s Center, art studios and music rehearsal rooms, Human Resources, 
and the exercise science, athletic training, and nursing academic programs. 
 
Norris L Brookens Library was completed in 1975. A major learning/resource center designed to 
support the university’s academic programs, the library also houses Brookens Auditorium; the 
Center for Online Learning, Research and Service; and the Center for Academic Success and 
Advising.  
 
Public Affairs Center, opened in 1980, houses the College of Public Affairs and Education, the 
university’s administrative offices, the Center for State Policy and Leadership, and the UIS 
Performing Arts Center, which hosts more than 100 music, theater and dance performances 
annually.  
 
Health and Sciences Building, opened in 1992, houses UIS biological and physical sciences and 
the computer science program in high-tech labs. The building is also home to the College of Health, 
Science and Technology and the UIS Visual Arts Gallery.  
 
Lincoln Residence Hall, completed in 2001, is a residential facility for freshmen and sophomores.  
 
University Hall, opened in 2004, is home to the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, College 
of Business and Management, and the offices within the Division of Enrollment and Retention 
Management, including Admission, Financial Assistance and Office of the Registrar.  
 
The Recreation and Athletic Center, opened in 2007, houses a sports arena, fitness facilities, and 
an indoor track. The arena is home to the UIS Prairie Stars men’s and women’s basketball teams 
and the volleyball team.  
 
Founders Residence Hall, opened in 2008, houses freshmen and sophomores. The 200-bed facility 
also features classrooms, the Esports Arena and the administrative offices of the Division of Student 
Affairs.   
 
The UIS Student Union, opened in January 2018 on the south end of the quad. The two-story, 
50,000-square-foot facility is a hub for student life and fosters a sense of community on campus. It 
includes dining services, a coffee shop, a ballroom, the Student Leadership Center, volunteer offices 
and workspaces for student organizations.



About the University of Illinois  
Springfield 

 
The University of Illinois Springfield was established in 1970 as Sangamon State University and became 
the third university in the University of Illinois System in 1995. For its first 30 years, the university 
was an “upper division” university, enrolling only juniors, seniors and graduate students. It quickly 
became renowned for its focus on serving the needs of adults who wanted to finish their undergraduate 
degrees or earn a master’s degree. 
 
UIS enrolled its first class of Capital Scholars Honors freshmen in 2001 and then expanded the 
freshman class significantly in the fall of 2006. With today’s graduating class, UIS now has over 44,000 
alumni worldwide. UIS enrolls about 4,600 students annually with more than 100 programs of study. 
 
UIS is a place where leadership is lived every day by faculty, staff and students, who have an abundance 
of opportunities to collaborate in a supportive community environment. The result is a graduating 
class comprising today’s and tomorrow’s leaders. 
 

Congratulations to all of our graduates. 
 

Professional photography was provided today by GradImages. Questions regarding photographs should 
be addressed directly to GradImages (gradimages.com). Photographs of today’s ceremony will also be 
available on the UIS Commencement website (uis.edu/commencement). 
 
If you would like to purchase a ceremony DVD, contact the Office of Electronic Media at  
217-206-6799.

facebook.com/uis.edu

@UISedu @UISedu

UISedu
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University of Illinois  
Springfield

UIStube

Stay Connected 
 

We encourage you to share photos using #UISedu and to follow us on these platforms: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 uis.edu

https://www.facebook.com/uis.edu
https://www.facebook.com/uis.edu
https://www.instagram.com/uisedu/
https://www.instagram.com/uisedu/
https://twitter.com/UISedu
https://twitter.com/UISedu
https://www.tiktok.com/@uisedu
https://www.tiktok.com/@uisedu
https://www.snapchat.com/view/uisedu
https://www.snapchat.com/view/uisedu
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-illinois-at-springfield
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-illinois-at-springfield
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-illinois-at-springfield
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-illinois-at-springfield
https://www.youtube.com/user/uistube
https://www.youtube.com/user/uistube
https://www.uis.edu

