
      

       

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 The AST Office has access to a number of opportunities that allow UIS students to travel and 

work abroad to earn academic credit. One student took advantage of an such an opportunity and found 

a great reward from his experience. UIS Business Administration student Howard Kang performed his 

AST during the summer of 2008 with New Missions Systems International, a missions group that al-

lowed him to travel and work in the African nation of Kenya. Howard  spent over 2 months living and 

working in a Maasi village, where he taught 5th grade students and worked with the native people in 

building their community. His AST was a ólife-changing experienceò that gave him the opportunity to 

experience both working as a team and a chance for self-discovery. 
 

 For Howard, the experience allowed him to learn about himself and find value in things that we 

may often overlook in our modern society. ñBeing so far removed from America, I really just had time 

to learn about myself and what I wanted to do, to find the things that were important to me. Now that 

Iôve been there, my whole direction in life has changed.ò As one can imagine, the African landscape 

doesn't offer the comforts often found in modern America. The lack of comforts Howard noticed were 

a lack of electricity, running water and other basic amenities that many of us take for granted. Although 

it was challenging , the reward of  overcoming these challenges and seeing your hard work come to 

fruition made the effort worthwhile. 

 

 Howard is currently planning to join New Missions Systems  after his graduation this coming 

May. For other students seeking to do an AST, Howard encourages them to find an interest and once 

you have ñto hold nothing back, give all of yourself to serve.ò  His story is proof  that life-changing 

experiences can come even while in far-off places. 

AST TRAVELS ABROAD: A Missions Trip To Africa with UIS Student Howard Kang 

Fall 2008 

 

                                            

 

 

 

 

                    

                                              

             

          On Learning and Experience 
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1st Choice Chiropractic 

Abercrombie and Fitch 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Mu-

seum 

Abundant Faith Church 

Adams County State's Attorney 

AIG American General 

AirSep Corporation 

Americall Communications Co 
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American Lung Association of IL-Iowa 
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Animal Protective League 

Archer Daniels Midland 

Association of Illinois Electric Co-op 
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Axis Inc 

B&J Grand Salon and Spa 

Bagumbong Health Center-Philippines  

Beardstown School District 15 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 

Boys and Girls Clubs of Springfield 

Bradshaw Associates 

Brother James Court 

Brown Pediatric Medical 

Calvary Temple 
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Carbon Dynamics Institute, LLC 

Cardwell Westinghouse 
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Caterpillar Logistics 

Central Illinois Tourism Development 
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Child Advocacy Center 
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Christian County Probation 

City of Champaign Police Department 
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Commerce Bank 

Computer Banc 

Computer Science Corp 

Office House Speaker Dennis Hastert 

Countrywide Home Loans 

Crusaders Ministries India Trip 

Curecant Nat'l Resource Area & Black 

Canon Gunnison  

Daily Herald 

Decatur Adult Transition Center 

Decatur Correctional Center 

Decatur Fire Dept Investigations 
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Decatur Police Dept 
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Digital Support Corporation 

East Peoria Police Department 

Eaton Hydraulics, Inc. 
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Emerging Solutions 

Family Video 

Fayette County Probation 

Federal Bureau of Prisons 
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First Command Financial Planning 

Fond du Lac Park District 
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Henson Robinson Zoo 
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ICARE Ombudsman Program 
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Services 
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Illinois House of Representatives 

Illinois Military Museum 
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Illinois Prisoner Review Board 

Illinois Republican Party 
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Methodist Center 

Illinois School for the Deaf 

Illinois Secretary of State 

Illinois State Bar Association 

Illinois State Historical Society 

Illinois State Police 

Illinois State Treasurer's Office 

Independent Lake Camp 

Insight Communications 

JD Michael LLC 

Jewish Federation of Metropolitan 

Chicago 

John Graham and Associates 

Kenneth Young Center 

Key Laboratory Services 

Kieloch Consulting 

Landreth Lumber Co 

Levi, Ray & Shoup 

Lincoln Correctional Center 

Lincoln Home National Historic Site 

Lincoln Land Community College 

Macon County Probation 

Macoupin County Probation 

Macoupin County Victims Rights 

Advocate 

Malvern Science Research Center 

Managed Benefits Agency 

MASCO Packaging & Industrial Supply 

Mattoon Area Family YMCA 

Memorial Child Care 

Memorial Medical Center 

MH Equipment Company 

Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 

Midstate College 

Midwest Family Broadcasting 

Midwest Fuel Injection 

Morton Police Department 
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Program 
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National Waterworks Inc 

nCode International SoMat Products 

Division 

New Age Tattoo's 

New Salem State Historic Site 

Nick's Pizza and Pub 

Northrop Grumman Space Technology 

Northwestern Mutual Financial Net-
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Oakwood Veterinary Services, INC 

Office of Congressman John Shimkus 

Office of Representative Bill Mitchell 

Office of Senator Chris Lauzen 

Office of the Attorney General 

Office of the Auditor General 

Office of US Senator Barack Obama 

Office of US Senator Richard J. Durbin 

Omnia Solutions, Inc 

Pekin Hospital Services 

Pekin Life Insurance Company 

Pekin School District 108 Tech Center 

Peoples Energy 

Peoria County Administration 

Peoria County Juvenile Detention 

Center 

Peoria County Juvenile Detention 

Center 

Peoria Journal Star 

Peoria Police Department 

Phillips Residence 

Positive Options, Referrals & Alterna-

tives (PORA) 

Progressive Impressions Interna-
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Project AST Al-Mezan Center for 

Human Rights 

Project AST at Southampton Institute 

Project AST with Dr. Karen Kirkendall 

Project AST with Ethan Lewis 

Project AST with Marcellus Leonard 

Quikdrop 

Quiltfabric.com 

Regional Institute for Community 

Policing 

Robert A. Williams Construction Inc. 

Rochester Elementary YMCA Summer 

Camp 

Roger Jennings Chevrolet Inc 

SandDevil Company 

Sangamon Co Adult Probation & Court 

Services 

Sangamon County Dept of Community 

Services 

Sangamon County ETSD 

Sangamon County Juvenile Center 

Sangamon County Sheriff's Depart-

ment 

Sangamon Valley Farm Business Farm 

Mgt 

Scott County Sheriffs Department 

Scott County States Attorney 

Sears Dealer Store 

Sherwin-Williams 

SHUDO-Kan Karate Club 

Sikich Gardner & Co LLP 

Sinclair Broadcast Group WICS News 

Channel 20 

SIU Alzheimer Disease & Related 

Disorders 

SIU School of Medicine 

Sleeper, Disbrow, Morrison, Tarro & 

Lively LLC 

Smart Recovery 

Sojourn Shelter and Services 

Southside Christian Church 

SPARC 

Spencer & Coffman CPA LLP 

Springfield Area Arts Council 

Springfield Area Soccer Association 

Springfield Clinic 

Springfield Jr Blues 

Springfield OBGYN (SOGA) 

Springfield Police Department 

Springfield School Dist 186 SCOPE 

Springnet 

Star Transport Inc. 

Sterling Dental Group 

Supply Chain Services International 

Susan M Minder DC 

Tan Tech Tanning Salon 

TASC 

Tax Counseling Project Carver Com-

munity Center 

Tazewell County Adult Probation 

Tazewell County Juvenile Probation 

Tazewell County Sheriff 

The Autism Program 

The Nature Conservancy 

TMI Analytical Services, LLC 

Triangle Center 

University of Illinois College of 

Medicine 

University of Illinois at Chicago 

 Department of Architecture & Art 

University of Illinois at Springfield 

 Capital Scholar Program 

 Career Services Center 

 Computer Science Program 

 Cox Children's Center 

 Development Office 

 Educational Technology Services 

 English Program Writing Tutor 

 Forensics/ Communication Depart-

ment 

 Office of Electronic Media 

 Office of Volunteer and Service 

Learning 

 Student Affairs Division 

University of Illinois at Urbana 

Champaign 

 Student Research Opportunity 

Project 

Uniform Supply Inc 

Uni-Pres Kindercottage 

United Cerebral Palsy 

United Cerebral Palsy Children's 

Services 

United Community Bank 

United State Coast Guard 

United States Air Force 

United States Department of Defense 

United States Marshall Service 

United Trust Group 

Vet Center 

Veterinary Clinic 

Walgreens 

Wal-Mart 

Wal-mart Loss Prevention 

WAND- TV Decatur 

Watson Law Office 

Welch Systems Inc 

White House Internship Program 

William Shaffer Associates 

Woodford Investments Inc 

Wright Institute 

YMCA Camp Mclean 

YNOT Outdoor Summer Camp 

AST POSSIBILITIES: PAST AND PRESENT AST PLACEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 



APPLIED STUDY TERM...WHY DO IT?!? 

There are many reasons for you to do an AST.  Your Applied Study Term is an opportunity for you to learn from experience and 

to learn from doing.  You will be refining your ability to learn on your own, out of a classroom environment.  Those who choose to 

do an AST are given the opportunity to get out of the lecture and classroom routine and get hands on, real world experience.  Fo-

cusing on the process of learning will allow you to identify your strengths and weaknesses which can help you to become a well-

balanced learner.  All of these skills are transferable to any of lifeôs experiences.  

Many students have used their AST to advance themselves professionally and/or academically.  For example, the AST experience 

can be a springboard into a new career, or it can be utilized to determine if further graduate study is needed to advance in a particu-

lar field.  By doing an internship in your major area of study, you have the opportunity to discover if you want a career in that 

field.  A student can use the AST experience as a way to create a whole new aspect to his/her job.   

In the Fall of 2007, UIS Biology major Mindy Weaver performed her AST with the Scoville Zoo in Decatur, 

Illinois. The following is an interview highlighting her AST experiences. 
 

Why did you choose to do an AST? 
I wanted to gain animal care experience and earn credit toward my degree. 

 

What were some interesting things that you were able to do?  

I learned how to with various animals including Cheetahs, Wolves, camels, birds, monkeys, reptiles and domestic farm animals. 

 

What were some professional skills you learned that could be applied to your future career choices? 

      I learned how to provide daily care to all species.  I learned how to administer medication.  I learned how to provide enrichment 

to animals in order to make their lives in captivity better.  I learned how to prepare diets.  I learned how to educate the public about 

animals and conservation. 

 

Most exciting? 

     Our zoo has several animals that were hand raised.  This allows 

us to go in with the animals and interact with them.  I also joined 

the American Association of Zookeepers.  This group helps save 

endangered species. 

 

What were some challenges you faced?   

     I worked as a visitor service employee for 8 years before moving 

over to the zookeeper side. The two positions were very different.   

 

How did AST help you to decide on your career goals?   

     I knew exactly what my goals were, but without the AST I may  

not have been given the opportunity to move. 

 

What was most rewarding from the experience? 
After my AST was complete, one zookeeper moved on to an-

other zoo and I was offered that full time swing keeper position. 

 

What advice would you give to a student looking into the AST program?  

It is a great program!! It not only helps you earn elective credit, but it may be the one thing that gets you the full time position 

you are looking for. The AST I did at UIS made my dreams possible! 

 

What are your future plans?   
I will stay at Scovill Zoo for several years to gain full time zookeeper experience.  Once I have that, my possibilities are endless. I 

could move to almost any city and find a zookeeper position. 

                          Real World Experience!            
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Mindy Weaver with Lexi, a Canadian Lynx. 
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Interview with Service-Learning Student 

Service-Learning student Rebecca Brown shares her experience: 

 
Q: What type of service project did you do? 

Rebecca: I volunteered my time for Beacon Hope Hospice in Davenport, IA.  For my service project, I 

worked with 14 girls in the Girls Scouts of America to make special crafts for the patients of hospice.  The 

idea behind this project was to make others who were in hospice to smile.  The kids loved it, and so did  

 

Q: How did completing this project change your views about community service (if in fact it did)? 

Rebecca: Until my Grandfather died, I didn't know much about Hospice and how important it is to our com-

munity.  Through this experience, I learned how necessary it is to be a part of the community, and how we 

must utilize our knowledge of such organizations as Beacon Hope to help others in need.   

 

Q: What social issues did you become aware of while participating in this service? 

Rebecca: I learned that unfortunately not a lot of people are comfortable with talking about death, but it is a 

part of life.  Perhaps, if we could learn about organizations that emphasize  

dignity for those in need, we could come together and realize those that are dying are NOT dead yet, and 

they need to live life the most comfortable as they can.  

 

Q: Describe the value of the experience to you. 

Rebecca: I feel this experience has really impacted my life, 

because it taught me to grow as a person and appreciate the 

value of life.  By helping others in our community, it has left 

me with hope to help with social change. 

 

Q: What type of impact do you feel your service project 

have on the community? 

Rebecca: I feel it made an impact to everyone involve.  The 

younger generations are those who will take care of us in the end.  To express kindness, and community ser-

vice importance, I feel we will have a better change at making a difference. 

 

Q: How has this experience affected your personal beliefs, values, etc.? 

Rebecca: I have always been raised to "treat others as you would like to be treated".  This experience al-

lowed me to give back to the community and really feel that it made a difference for those less fortunate. 

 

Q: Has the experience had an impact on your future community service plans or your career path? 

Rebecca: This experience has made me want to continue the growth.  Personally, it has helped me grow as a 

person. I am so glad I had this experience and that it gave me a moment in time to touch others life.  I know 

that God put me here to do good to his word. I have learned that the more love you put into everything, the 

more it will grow.  

 

The future depends on what we do in the present.   ­-Mahatma Gandhi 

           SERVICE-LEARNING PROGRAM 


