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Dear Educator, 
 
Welcome to Class Acts at Sangamon Auditorium, UIS!  We hope this guide will help you expand 
on concepts from this particular performance and incorporate them into your classroom 
teaching, both before and after the performance.  
 
Before arriving at the Auditorium, you can prepare your students by helping them understand 
the story or by sharing basic information about the performing art form.  Preparation also 
includes learning about theater etiquette.  (See page 2-3 for Sangamon Auditorium’s behavior 
guidelines.) 
 
After the performance we strongly encourage you to talk to your students about their 
experience.  Did they like the performance?  What did they learn?  How was the performance 
different than what they expected?  We want students to think of the arts as an integral part of 
their lives, not just a one-time isolated event.  We hope the information and activity ideas 
included in this guide will help your students gain a deeper understanding of the performance 
they see. 
 
We look forward to seeing you!  If you have any questions about these materials, please feel 
free to contact me at 217.206.8286 or Shank.Carlyn@uis.edu. 
 
 

Carly Shank 
Director of Audience Development 
 
 
 
 

 
Youth programming in the Class Acts series and in conjunction with other 
Sangamon Auditorium events is supported in part by the Helen Hamilton 
Performing Arts Endowment for Youth Fund, gifts from Elizabeth and Robert 
Staley, and a grant from the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency.   
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Theater Etiquette 
 
 
Please use this information to help prepare your students for attending a theater performance.  
For many, this may be their first experience with live theater.  By reviewing the guidelines with 
your students before arriving at the auditorium, we can help make sure everyone has an 
enjoyable experience.  Please note that students whose behavior is disruptive to others will be 
asked to leave the auditorium. 
 
 
Going to a live theatrical performance is different than watching a movie or TV show – the 
members of the audience are very important, and the way they behave will affect the 
performance.  Therefore, theaters have their own special rules about behavior.   
 
 
Sangamon Auditorium Guidelines: 
 

 Turn off and put away cell phones, iPods, electronic games, beeping watches, or 
anything else that can light up or make noise – These can be very distracting to the 
performers and your fellow audience members. 

 

 Do not eat, drink, or chew gum in the auditorium – Even the quietest chewers and 
slurpers make a great deal of noise in the auditorium!  The noise is very distracting to 
the performers and to the other people around you.  Also, even if you are very careful, 
food and drinks can sometimes make a mess in the auditorium.  We try to keep the 
auditorium as clean as possible so that it will be just as nice for the next audience.   

 

 Never throw anything in the auditorium – This is distracting and dangerous for the 
performers and people in the audience. 

 

 Do not put your feet on the back of the seat in front of you 
 

 Use the restroom before the performance begins – As soon as your class arrives and 
is seated in the auditorium, your teacher can arrange visits to the restroom before the 
performance begins.  The ushers will help you find the closest restroom.  Of course, if 
you must use the restroom during the performance, please be as quiet as possible about 
leaving your seat.  Once you get to the aisle, an usher will help you find the way. 

 

 Please do not wear a hat inside the auditorium – It is difficult 
for the people behind you to see the stage if you’re wearing a hat. 

 

 Do not take pictures during the performance – The flashes 
can be distracting to performers, and it is against the law to take 
pictures or recordings of many performances. 

 

 Refrain from talking, whispering, singing along, or tapping in time to the music 
during the performance – Remember that live performers can see and hear you from 
the stage.  It is very distracting to the performers and the other audience members if you 
talk during the performance.  After all, the audience came to hear the professionals 
perform, not you!  Save your singing for the ride home.   
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How to be a good audience member: 
 

 Ask the ushers if you need help with anything – The people who wear red coats are 
volunteer ushers, and they want to make sure everyone is able to enjoy the 
performance.  They will guide you to your seat, and they can help you find a restroom.  
In any emergency situation, the ushers will help guide your class to safety.  Please 
follow the instructions of the ushers at all times. There may be as many as 1700 people 
coming to see the performance.  The ushers have a lot of work to do to be sure that 
everyone gets into the auditorium safely and has a seat. 

 

 When the lights begin to dim, the performance is 
beginning – This tells the audience to stop conversations, 
get settled in their seats, and focus their attention on the 
stage.  A person will come out and make an announcement 
before the performance begins.  Pay close attention to the 
announcement because it might include special instructions 
that you will need to remember. 

 

 Remember that the overture is part of the performance – If the performance has 
music in it, there might be an opening piece of music called an overture before any 
actors appear on stage.  Give this piece of music the same respect you give the 
performers by being silent and attentive while the overture is played. 

 

 It’s ok to react to the performance – Spontaneous laughter, applause, and gasps of 
surprise are welcome as part of the special connection between the performers and the 
audience during a live show.  However, shouts, loud comments, and other inappropriate 
noises are rude and distracting to the actors and your fellow audience members. 

 

 Clap at the appropriate times – If you are enjoying the performance, you can let the 
performers know by clapping for them.  During a play or musical, you can clap between 
scenes (during a blackout) or after songs.  During a music concert or dance performance 
you can clap after each song or piece is performed.  In a jazz music concert it is ok to 
clap in the middle of a song when a musician has finished a solo.  If a music ensemble 
plays a piece with several sections, called movements, the audience should only clap at 
the very end of all the movements. 

 

 The performers will bow when the performance ends – This is called a curtain call.  
You should applaud to thank the performers for their hard work, but you should not move 
around or begin to leave the auditorium until the curtain call is over and the lights 
become brighter.  If you really enjoyed the performance, you are welcome to give a 
standing ovation while you applaud.  This is reserved for performances you feel are truly 
outstanding! 

 

 Respect the hard work of the performers – You may not enjoy every performance you 
see, but I hope you will recognize that each performance requires a tremendous amount 
of dedication on the part of the performers and those who work backstage.  It is polite to 
keep any negative comments to yourself until you have left the building. 
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Curriculum Connections 
 
 
The Illinois State Board of Education identifies thirty State Goals in seven areas as required 
learning targets for elementary and secondary students and schools. 
 
The Illinois Learning Standards in the Fine Arts (State Goals 25-27) address the language of the 
fine arts (visual arts, music, drama, and dance), sensory elements, organizational principles, 
and expressive qualities and how the arts are similar, different, or related to each other.  
Students learn about production and performance in the arts and the role of the arts in 
civilization.  When students study the arts they become informed audience members and 
informed consumers of the popular culture including electronic media.  The standards in fine 
arts define a comprehensive arts education and reflect a commitment to a quality education for 
every Illinois school child. 
 
Attendance at a Class Acts performance directly relates to the achievement of the following 
Illinois State Goals in the Fine Arts: 
 

GOAL DESCRIPTION 

25A Understand the sensory elements, organizational principles, and expressive 
qualities of the arts. 

25B Understand the similarities, distinctions, and connections in and among the arts. 

27A Analyze how the arts function in history, society, and everyday life. 

27B Understand how the arts shape and reflect history, society, and everyday life. 

 
 
The concepts in this particular performance can also be expanded to relate to the following 
additional state goals: 
 
Social Studies 
 

GOAL DESCRIPTION 

16D Understand Illinois, United States and world social history. 

17C Understand relationships between geographic factors and society. 

18A Compare characteristics of culture as reflected in language, literature, the arts, 
traditions and institutions. 

18B Understand the roles and interactions of individuals and groups in society. 
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Discussion Questions & Activities 
 
 
 
Below are some ideas for general questions and activities that can relate to any Class Acts 
performance.  The following pages contain additional information and activity suggestions from 
the performance company.   
 
 
Before the Show 
 

1. Discuss the different types of performing arts (music, dance, theater) and different types 
of theater performances (plays, musicals).  Have you experienced a live theater 
performance before?  What did you see?  What was it like? 
 

2. How is live theater different than other types of entertainment like movies and TV? 
You are sharing a one-time experience with other people.   
The performance will never be exactly the same again. 

 
3. Familiarize your students with the following theater terms 

For younger students – box office, lobby, stage, spotlights, costumes, props,  
   makeup, scenery, actor, director, program, plot 

For older students – playwright, lyricist, composer, producer, proscenium arch,  
          overture 
 

4. If the show is based on a book, read the story with your class.  If the performance is a 
presentation of a cultural art form, such as a particular style of dance, help your students 
understand the basic elements of that art form. 

 
 
 
After the Show 
 

1. What did you like?  What didn’t you like?  What did you learn?  It’s ok if you didn’t like 
what you saw, but you should think about why you didn’t like it or what you would have 
done differently.  How was the performance different than what you expected? 

 
2. SETS AND PROPS: Describe the sets. What props or decorations were used?  Did it 

represent a specific place or time period?  How were the sets and props moved on and 
off stage?  What materials do you think were used to build the sets?  Think of a simple 
scene your students will be familiar with, such as a classroom, and have them describe 
what would be needed for a basic set and props. 
 

3. LIGHTING AND SOUND: How did the lighting help create a mood, season, time of day, 
etc?  What sound effects were used? 
 

4. COSTUMES: What would you need to know to design costumes for this show? 
(historical or cultural research, sewing techniques, any special effects such as quick 
changes)  How does a costume help you understand a character? 
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5. MUSIC: Was music used in the performance?  Was it live or recorded?  Did it help 
develop the plot?  What type or style of music was used?  How did the music affect your 
feelings? 

 
6. DANCE: Describe the type of dancing you saw – How is it similar to or different than the 

types of dancing you do?  What purposes did dance serve in this show (emotional 
expression, portray movements of animals, communicate an idea or message, etc). 
 

7. Draw a picture of your favorite scene or character. 
 

8. Create a diorama of the stage and sets. 
 

9. Design your own program or advertisement for the performance. 
 

10. Learn about theater critics and then write a review of the performance. 
 

11. Write a letter to the author or one of the performers. 
 

12. Make a list of all the people needed to create this production (director; choreographer; 
performers – actors, dancers, musicians; designers – sets, props, costumes, lights, 
sound; stagehands; ticket office staff; marketing staff; ushers; etc). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Write to Us! 
 
 
We would love to hear from you and your students!  If your students write about the 
performance they saw or create artwork related to it, you are welcome to send it to us via email 
to audonstage@uis.edu or through the mail to 
  

Class Acts 
Sangamon Auditorium, UIS 

 One University Plaza, MS PAC 397 
 Springfield, IL 62703-5407 
 
We love sharing student work with our Class Acts sponsors, so they can see the impact of their 
donations. 



Ixtlan Artists Group connects�
“virtuoso performers who are�

committed to thoughtful learning”�
with educational organizations�

throughout the world.�

As part of Ixtlan’s mission�
to connect concert performers�

and their thought-provoking messages�
with students in the classroom, this guide for�

will help teachers to connect�
the performance with classroom academics�

by providing background information�
along with a variety of thoughtful connections�

that are standards based.�
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“All of the people have the same�
impulses spirit and goals,”�

reflects Kevin.�
 “Through my music and dance�

I want to create a�
positive awareness of�

the Oneness of humanity.”�

Kevin Locke is known throughout the world as a visionary�
Hoop Dancer, a traditional storyteller, the preeminent�
player of the indigenous Northern Plains flute, cultural�
ambassador, recording artist, and educator.�

Kevin is Lakota (Hunkpapa Band of Lakota Sioux) and�
Anishinabe.  His Lakota name,� , means “The�
First to Arise.”  While his early instructions were�
received from his immediate family and community, Kevin�
has learned from his extended family in every part of the�
world many lessons in global citizenship and how we each�
can draw from our individual heritages ... and therein�
create a vibrant evolving civilization embracing and�
celebrating our collective heritage.�

In 1990 Kevin was awarded a National Heritage�
Fellowship by the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)�
recognizing him as a “Master Traditional Artist who has�
contributed to the shaping of our artistic traditions and�
to preserving the cultural diversity of the United States.”�
Kevin has released twelve recordings of music and stories.�

Touring for the past three decades, Kevin has performed�
and lectured in nearly eighty countries sharing his vision�
of balance, joy, and diversity.  His desire to promote�
universal cultural awareness initiated his cultural�
ambassadorship for the United States Information�
Service.  Deeply committed to the conservation of Earth’s�
resources for future generations, Kevin has been delegate�
to the Earth Summit in Brazil and performer and speaker�
at the United Nations Habitat Conference II in Turkey.�

Kevin Locke�

The Ensemble is a troupe of experienced and highly regarded�
dancers, singers, and musicians whose heritages are inter-tribal.�

Kevin and the ensemble have performed across the United States�
and around the world at:�
 the opening of The National Museum of Native Americans�
 the World Culture Opening at the Lincoln Center�
 the US Embassy in Ankara Turkey�
 Universities and Colleges�
 Performing Arts Centers�

The Dancers�



With Kevin as Hoop Dancer,�
flute player, and storyteller�

the Ensemble Dancers�
are featured in:�

 -Hunting Dance�

 -Eagle Dance�

 -Men’s Fancy Dance�

 -Women’s Fancy Shawl Dance�

 -Hoop Dance�

*For more about these dances go to�
Click on the photograph of the Ensemble.�



Dance, music, story, and sign language are entwined with humor,�
drama, and audience interaction in a seamless dramatic narrative as�

presents four evocative lessons for the audience:�

Native music emulates nature.  “The Return of The Thunders” segment of the program tells a�
story of springtime but is entwined with music that speaks to all of the seasons of our lives.�
It tells of the birth, growth, maturity and death of our physical selves and of the cycle of�
daily moments in life: relationships, beliefs, and all of the things that touch us with�
commonality.�

The need to connect with other and communicate with understanding is universal.  Within the�
Native American culture there are hundreds of languages, and through gesture and signs�
people have been able to communicate without having one dominant language.  There is a unity�
and sense of cooperation in sign language ... it is a language of beauty as well as function.�

The Spirit of the Eagle is a Spirit of Ascendancy soaring high into trees and continually�
higher into the sky.  From there is a vantage point that shows no borders or boundaries, but�
sees the earth and its people as a whole.  Humans, too, have within themselves a desire to�
soar, a higher self toward which we yearn to aspire.  As eagles rise on their wings, humans can�
rise on the aspect of character.�

The beauty of dance is often discovered in the message it presents.  The Hoop Dance is just�
such a dance; one of message and of beauty.  It is a metaphor for the process of regeneration�
apparent in our lives in many guises.  The four colors of the hoops are symbols of�
interdependence and unity - the four human races, the four seasons, the four directions of�
the compass.  As the Hoops move they speak of renewed creation of all of the universe.�



As part of our mission to connect performers who are committed to education with schools throughout�
the world, the resource guide for�  is intended to support�
classroom academics.  In this guide we:�
 - provide background information�
 - suggest pre-performance and post-performance connections at multiple interest levels�
 - provide connections to national education standards�
 - encourage continued learning with a bibliography of related materials�
 - format ideas and information in a way that encourages participation�

On the top wheel (Appendix 2) have the students (individually, with a partner, or teacher directed)�
draw a representation of each season, such as a tree and how it changes.  On the back of the wheel�
draw the symbols (Appendix 1) to represent each of four elements; thunder, rain, wind, and�
lightning.  Have students turn the wheel and demonstrate what each particular element would�
sound like in each of the four seasons.  How could instruments replicate the sounds?�

Tell students that in Native America there were hundreds of tribes, each with their own culture�
and their own language.  In order to communicate and to express their needs they would use hand�
motions thus encouraging cooperation and for every person to be a part of the group.  Use the�
attached sign language illustrations (Appendix 3) to demonstrate one of the Native American signs.�
Then have each student work with a partner to create a sign for a word they will later share with�
the class (Appendix 4.)�

Ask students how eagles move about from place to place.  What do you think the world looks like to�
them?  How is it different from the way you see the world?  How is it the same?  Have students�
pretend to “fly” over objects in the room as an eagle then study the same object while sitting at a�
desk.  Do they see a difference?  Share some “Eagle Facts” (Appendix 7) with your students.�

Have a hoop and ask one of the students (or, if you are brave do this yourself!) to demonstrate�
moving the hoop in a circle around the body making it dance.  Try hooping around the hand.  Use the�
hoop to make a figure 8 by twirling the hoop.  Tell the students they will be seeing dancing with�
hoops showing how people can work together, and dancing that shows a reflection of life as we live�
it every day.�



Tell students that the Native Americans view the “The Return of the Thunders” in the�
spring as a renewing, or a rebirth.  Have students work with a partner and discuss the�
sounds that the following instruments make: drum, rattle, voice, and flute.  Ask them to list�
with their partner sounds in nature that could be made with each of the instruments listed�
above.�

Tell students that in Native America there were hundreds of tribes, each with their own�
culture and their own language.  In order to communicate and to express their needs they�
would use hand motions thus encouraging cooperation and for every person to be a part of�
the group.  Use the attached sign language illustrations (Appendix 3) to demonstrate one of�
the Native American signs.  Have each student work with a partner to create a sign for a�
phrase they will later share with the class (Appendix 6.)�

Tell students that eagle feathers are sacred in Native American culture.  In order for a�
person to have an eagle feather it must be given to them as a gift.  What does the word�
“sacred” mean?  What are some things that are considered sacred in other cultures?  Ask�
the students how eagles move about from place to place.  What do you think the world looks�
like to them?  How is it different from the way you see the world?  How is it the same?�
Share some of the “Eagle Facts” (Appendix 7) with your students.�

Have a hoop and ask one of the students (or, if you are brave do this yourself!) to�
demonstrate moving the hoop in a circle around the body and having the hoop dance.  Try�
hooping around the hand.  Use the hoop to make a figure 8 by twirling the hoop.  Tell the�
students they will be seeing dancing with hoops showing how people can work together, and�
dancing that shows a reflection of life as we live it every day.�



Music emulates the sounds of nature in Native American culture.  “The Return of The Thunders”�
is viewed as a symbol of a renewing, or rebirth.  Birth, growth, maturity, and death are not�
always physical.  Have students work with a partner to discuss examples of these stages of life�
in their own world: a favorite stuffed animal that was slept with every night for years may now�
be relegated to the shelf, a friendship that was strong in elementary school that may have�
changed, decisions made years ago that have had an effect on their lives today.�

Tell students that in Native America there were hundreds of tribes, each with their own culture�
and their own language.  In order to communicate and to express their needs they would use hand�
motions thus encouraging cooperation and every person to be a part of the group.  Have students�
work with a partner using the attached list to learn the way different Native American tribes�
say hello.  For further investigation students may want to learn the way to say hello in many�
different languages.�

Eagles fly on wings, humans rise to greatness on aspects of character.  Make a community/class�
list of character traits.  Have each student make several feathers each with a character trait�
they value.  Throughout the day have students pass feathers on to others in the class who show�
a particular trait.  Share with your students the “Eagle Facts” (Appendix 7.)�

Have a hoop and ask one of the students (or, if you are brave do this yourself!) to�
demonstrate moving the hoop in a circle around the body and having the hoop dance.  Try hooping�
around the hand.  Use the hoop to make a figure 8 by twirling the hoop.  Tell the students they�
will be seeing dancing with hoops showing how people can work together, and dancing that shows�
a reflection of life as we live it every day.�



Appendices



Appendix 1
Top circle: draw a seasonal picture in each section. Use a

fastener to connection this circle to the larger back circle.



Appendix 2
Draw one of the elements from the program around the
sides of the wheel. Connect the top wheel to the bottom
wheel and discuss the sounds of nature in each season.





The Drum is the Thunder, the Flute is the Wind
Appendix 4:   Words for K - 2 Connections Activity

hello good-bye

dog cat

lion cow

tree storm

run eat

drink talk

hug pour

dance stomp

elephant bird

sleep swing

snake bat

sing swim



Appendix 5
coming soon



The Drum is the Thunder, the Flute is the Wind
Appendix 6:  For  grades 3 - 8 Connections Activity

drive a car tie your shoe

smell a flower pour a drink and drink it

cut your hair make a sandwich

be a bird hammer a nail

climb a tree brush your teeth

jump a rope fall and hurt your knee

stir ingredients in a bowl paint a picture

fly a kite be blown by the wind

build a snowman rake leaves into a pile

peel and eat a banana drive a car

ride a bucking bronco push a heavy rock up a hill



EAGLE FACTS

- The Bald Eagle is the only eagle species living strictly in North America.

- The Bald Eagle has a wing span of up to 8 feet and can weigh up to 15 pounds.  They inhabit
areas near bodies of water where there are plenty of fish and tall trees.

- Bald Eagles can live as long as 40 years.

- The Golden Eagle is a large brown and golden colored booted eagle and is found in 
mountainous areas of the U.S.

- The Golden Eagle has a wing span of up to 8 feet and can weigh up to 15 pounds.

- Eagles seldom dive vertically on their prey; they prefer to descend more gradually and 
snatch fish, rabbits, and other small animals with their feet.  Their diving speed is 
estimated at 75 to 100 miles per hour.

- Bald Eagles mate for life; they are monogamous.  They will select another mate only if the 
faithful mate should die.

- All Native American People attach a special significance to the Eagle and its feathers.  A 
feather can only be received as a gift, and to be given an Eagle feather is the 
highest honor that can be awarded within indigenous culture.

- When one receives an Eagle feather, that person is being acknowledged with gratitude, 
love, and ultimate respect.  Eagle feathers are never to be abused, shown 
disrespect, dropped, or contaminated.

- Both Bald and Golden Eagles (and their feathers) are highly revered and considered sacred
within the American Indian traditions, cultures and religions.  They are honored with
great care and shown the deepest respect.  They represent honestly, truth, 
majesty, strength, courage, wisdom, power, and freedom.

- According to traditional American Indian belief, the Creator chose the Eagle to be the 
leader, the Master of the Sky.

- The Eagle flies higher and sees more clearly than any other bird.  Therefore, its 
perspective is different from other creatures that are close to the earth.

- ”Prophesy says that it is time to share some of the sacred traditions of our culture.  The 
four colors of man will be coming together to unite and heal.  Creator has given 
different gifts and responsibilities to each of the four colors.  Ours is to help 
preserve Earth for all the children.  Time is running out.  It is time to act.”


