Questions and Answers about the MPH Internship.
Q:  When am I eligible to begin the internship?

A: You must have completed all of the core courses before you can begin internship hours.

Q: How do I select an internship site?

A: Work with your advisor to identify a public health related agency or organization in your community that would be an appropriate host for an internship.  Sites include government health agencies, hospitals, clinics, and not-for profit agencies. Although your advisor will help you, the student is primarily responsible for securing the site.

Q:  Do I get paid?
A: Usually not. In some instances, an agency may have monies available to fund an intern and it is always worth inquiring.  However, you may be eligible for reimbursement for mileage or incidental expenses. Any agreement for financial reimbursement should be included in the internship contract. 

Q: Can I work at more than one agency? 

A: Although your advisor is able to approve such an arrangement, it is generally not recommended. 

Q: Can I change placement sites during the internship? 

The program does not allow you to change sites unless this is part of the overall plan crafted with the consent of your advisor and site supervisor. Occasionally, situations or problems may arise at the internship site that makes a change in placement necessary. In these instances, you will not be able to change your placement without the permission of your advisor and creation of a new internship contract. 

Q: Do I need to take all my internship credits during one semester?

A: The recommendation is to take all four credits during one term.  However, the Department recognizes that this may not be practical due to work and family obligations. The internship may be divided into more than one term with 50 contact hours required for each credit hour. 
Q: Can I do my internship over the summer? 

A: Yes.  However, because the summer schedule is shortened, you will need to devote more time per week to the internship. 

Q: Do I get a break in my internship when the University takes its break for holidays or semester break?

This cannot be assumed. Agency expectations for interns are similar to those of agency staff. If you wish to be absent for a given day or week, you may negotiate this with the agency. 

Q: What if more than one student wants to go to the same agency?
A: Placements can be competitive and the agency is free to select the student they believe will best meet their needs. However, many agencies are able to accommodate more than one internship at a time. It is recommended that the student develop two or more initial internship options in case the first choice becomes unavailable. 
Q: How do I obtain a WPI to enroll in internship hours?

A: Students must have a completed and signed internship contract before the WPI will be issued for enrollment in MPH 581. Please refer to the internship guidelines posted on the MPH website and work with both your advisor and internship site supervisor on the exact wording of the internship contract. The internship contract must be signed by the student, advisor, and internship supervisor before the WPI will be issued. 

Q: What paperwork is required during the internship? 
A: Students are required to keep a journal of activities.  Work with your advisor to establish submittal dates for periodic review of your progress. Additionally, students are required to write an evaluative summary of the internship. The summary will describe achievement of the learning objectives listed in the internship contract. 

Q: Do I keep a time card?

A: Students are required to document the hours and dates worked during the placement. This record must be periodically submitted to your advisor. Submission at the same time as journal is the preferred option.
Q: What if I already have experience as a public health professional and choose to waive the internship? What do I need to submit?

A: Students who are eligible to waive the internship must file a Student Petition describing their experience as a public health professional. Students who are eligible for a waiver of the internship will be required to substitute a four hour elective for the waved internship hours. 
Q: Can I use my GPSI experience toward my internship?
Yes, if your GPSI appointment is in a public health agency.  Even though most students start the GPSI during the first semester in the MPH degree, you should wait to develop a contract and register for MPH 581 Internship hours until after you have taken most if not all of your core coursework.  The internship journal and paper are intended to be integrative of what you have learned in the coursework as you’ve applied it to the internship.  By waiting, the depth and breadth of your journal and final internship paper will better represent you as an employee.  All requirements of the internship program apply to the GPSI students.
