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State may offer name-selling out
The licensing agency says it has offered lists of professionals for 30 years.

By Aaron Chambers
RRSTAR.COM
Posted May 20, 2008 @ 08:16 PM

If you’re a doctor or other professional
licensed with the state, don’t be surprised if a marketing
firm finds you.

The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional 
Regulation, which regulates more than 100 professions, 
from acupuncturists to security contractors, sells its 
database of names to marketing companies.

“It sounds like it might be a little shady, but the argument
on the other side is, ‘Would you rather be taxed?’ ” said
Chris Mooney, a political studies professor at the

University of Illinois at Springfield. “It’s a way of making money.”

Agency spokeswoman Sue Hofer said the practice has been in place for at least 30 years. She said names of 
regulated professionals are public and that the agency therefore must disclose them upon request.

The agency charges a fee to cover only “the actual cost of producing the roster,” she said. The cost for a list is $65
per profession, plus $2.50 per 1,000 names, she said.

“If you were to buy the cosmetology roster, you’re looking at 150,000 names,” she said. “The run time for that kind
of computer search would be significantly longer than for 1,000 names.”

Rep. Angelo “Skip” Saviano, an Elmwood Park Republican and chairman of the House Registration and Regulation
Committee, said he has never heard any complaints from regulated individuals or trade associations about the
agency’s practice of selling names.

However, he said he might be open to legislation giving professionals the option to remove their names from such 
lists intended for marketing. He said he would first consult with professional associations.

“We could probably do like a ‘do not call list,’ where a licensed professional who doesn’t want to be included in
these data packages would be able to option out,” he said. “Obviously, they’re going to be solicited by a vendor to
buy their piece of medical equipment if they’re a doctor or whatever.”
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Staff writer Aaron Chambers can be reached at 217-782-2959 or achambers@rrstar.com.

Recent Stories

Rockford gas prices 
reach $4 a gallon
(05/22/08)

OSF Saint Anthony 
honors four staff 
members with 
Lifeline awards
(05/22/08)

Rockford police use 
sting to help man get 
back stolen property
(05/22/08)

Court reverses 
Beaman conviction in
girlfriend's slaying
(05/22/08)

Registration available 
for Blackhawk Bicycle
Club annual ride
(05/22/08)

Petitions against cop 
killer's parole 
approach 1,300
(05/22/08)

Petitions against 
killer's parole near 
1,200 (05/22/08)

Triplets born 
Tuesday in Rockford 
have rare 
twin-to-twin-to-twin 
transfusion syndrome
(05/22/08)

Send us your prom 
pictures (05/22/08)

Portions of several Rockford stre
(05/22/08)

Coordinator

Operations Positions

Executive Director

Store Associate

Automotive Technology Instructor

Nursing Instructor

2nd Shift Mechanic

Electrical Engineer

Forklift Operators

Direct Support Professional



Original content available for non-commerc

under a Creative Commons li

except where

Site Map: Home  News  Communities  Sports  Business  Entertainment  Nation/World  Opinions  Obituaries  M

Rockford Register Star | 99 E. State St. Rockford, IL

Contact Us | Subscriber Services | Business Profiles | Rockford Yellow Pages

Copyright © 2008 GateHouse Media, Inc. Some Rights Reserved.

Privacy Policy | Terms of Use

IYP and SEO vendors: Advertiser profiles | Yellow Pages by Premier Guide | Zope Corp.

Electrician Job Bids
Bid On Commercial & Residential 
Electrical Projects- Start Today! 
www.BidClerk.com

Doctors Licensing Service 
Helping 3000+ physicians a year 
attain medical licensure 
www.healthcarelicensing.com

Get a Contractors License
License Instruction Schools of 
California. Guaranteed to pass. 
www.contractorschool.com

Contractor Seminars
Pass your exam the first time. A
contractor trades. Any state. 
www.examprep.org


