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Rezko case puts big question mark on
lllinois politics

Story Discussion

BY KEVIN MCDERMOTT

Lee News Service | Tuesday, May 20, 2008 | Font Size:

No comments posted.

SPRINGFIELD | Buffeted by a federal corruption probe of his associates and facing escalating rumors that he would

be indicted himself, in August 2001 then-lllinois Gov. George Ryan announced he wouldn't seek re-election the
following year.

"The governorship should not become mired in the political divisions of a campaign year," he told a large gathering
in his hometown of Kankakee.

Ryan, a Republican, now is sitting in a federal prison for using his elected office to enrich himself and his friends.
Democrat Rod Blagojevich has become the embattled incumbent governor, watching as associates pleaded guilty
or are put on trial on corruption allegations.

As pundits across the state wonder about a possible historical rerun, one question that persists is whether
Blagojevich will echo Ryan and forgo a 2010 re-election bid.

Many believe that decision could hinge on the verdict in the federal trial of BI;
fundraiser Antoin "Tony" Rezko, who is accused of using his clout to squeeze state contractors for bnbes and
political contributions.

Blagojevich hasn't been charged, but there has been testimony linking him to the case and speculation about what
Rezko might tell prosecutors if faced with a prison sentence and offered a deal. Thats ultimately how federal
prosecutors got to Ryan after he left office: The string of i of his led them to testify
against him.

Senate Minority Leader Frank Watson said Blagojevich doesn't act like a man under siege.

"He has a Teflon coating about him,” the Greenville Republican said. "He's a very outgoing individual and it doesn't
seem to be bothering him. I wouldn't sleep at night if it was me."

Blagojevich's office didn't respond to requests for comment Friday, but during a news conference Monday said it's
"stupid” to ask if he's concerned that he could be the next target of a political corruption investigation by federal
authorities. And the governor isn't saying whether he is going to run for a third term.

But those around him say he seems to still be committed to his own political viability, regardless of the verdict in the
Chicago trial.

"The conventional wisdom is that he is politically dead and it certainly seems like it, but in politics, you never know,"
said Chris Mooney, political scientist at the University of lllinois at Springfield.

For their part, Republicans would like to run against someone they privately call "the Democratic George Ryan."

"I think he will (run), if he's unindicted -- or maybe even indicted. I'm told that he's told people he'll run," state Sen.
Bill Brady, R-Bloomington, said.

Brady has run for governor before and admits he is "laying the groundwork" to possibly run again.
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"In that four-way mix (for the D h could win, and he knows that," Brady said.
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Should Gov. Rod Blagojevich run again for the state's top executive, he almost certainly will face a
his own party.

State Comptroller Dan Hynes, Attorney General Lisa Madigan and even Blagojevich's own lieutenant governor, Pat
Quinn -- all Democrats -- have been sharply at odds with Blagojevich and are often mentioned as possible
challengers.

A former Democratic candidate said if he could offer advice, he'd tell Blagojevich to step aside.

"My advice to him is not to run. ... He's been an ineffective governor, he's lost the trust of the people ...
divide a party that doesn't need dividing," said state Rep. Lou Lang, D-Skokie, who hasn't ruled out his own
challenge to Blagojevich.

"Having said that, Gov. Blagojevich is a man who believes in what he's doing,” Lang said. "I don't think whether Mr.
Rezko is guilty or not guilty will have much impact on the governor's final decision.”

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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