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HAVANA — The University of Tlli-

nois at Springfield opened its
Emiquon Field Station on Friday,
promising to share what is learned
with the rest of the world.

UIS constructed the $270,000 build-
ing on The Nature Conservancy’s
7,000-acre Emiquon Preserve in Ful-
ton County, across the Illinois River
from Havana,

Students and faculty studying the
Parana River at Maringa State Uni-
versity in Brazil likely will exchange
lessons and information with: their
counterparts at the Emiquon Field
Station, according to Keith Miller, UIS
professor of computer science.

“This smart classroom is our con-
neeuon to.the rest of the world,”

“But we can do 1t for a lot less
money electronically through .the
Web,” he said,

Lembke said The Nature Conservan-
cy provided a good foundation of in-
formation upon which students and
researchers can build.

“A lot of foresight has gone into this
project,” he said. “The restoration is
crafted on an exceptional scientific
framework.”

Subjects like ecology, geology and
anthropology could be taught through
lessons learned from the restoration.

Michael Wiant, director of Dickson
Mounds Museum, located within
sight of the field station, said the
restoration and accompanying facility
represent a “renaissance of educa-
tional opportunity.”

“We now have an unprecedented
opportunity to invite visitors to a liv-
ing museum,” he said.

Hs have been using the Emiquon
floodplain for 12,000 years, and the

The field station was built to help
students and
scientists track

ﬂpell the progress of
the floodplain
as it is restored

The University to wetlands.
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restoration should give visitors insight
into what the landscape was like be-
fore settlers from Europe arrived.
Dickson Mounds is another of the
project’s partners. A visitor centeris
being planned for the museum’s first
floor. .
Leslee Spraggins, state dn'ector of
the Illinois chapter. of The Nature
Conservancy, said the work done at
the field station goes well beyond cen-
tral Hlinois,
“\antwaleamherelsservmgasa
model for large river floodplain restora-

ture, the contours of both lakes re-
main, and wetland plants are sprout-
ing from a seed bank nearly a century
old.

This spring, 69,000 ducks were
counted’ using the preserve at the
peak of migration. Currently, about
1,700 acres of water covers a large
portion of the site that is visible from
inois 78/97.

One unique feature of the research
station, apart from the laboratories, is
a classroom wired to be the bmldmg’s

“electronic nervous system,” said
Michael Lemke, director of the UIS
Emiquon Field Station.

The “smart” classroom lets instruc-
tors teach over the World Wide Web
or bring guest speakers from distant
locations to Emiquon,

tions around the world,” she said.

While the wired classroom is an ad- -
vantage for communicating beyond
Fulton County, Lemke says nothing
replaces hands-on

-“] think we need more real-world
lessons and the chance to learn
thmughthg,sensw,”hesaidoftheex—
periences students will receive by -
conducting experiments and research
on-site.

Lemke said learmng opportunities -
are not limited to umversxty students
and professional scientists. All ages are
Welcome, he sald “from K to gray.”
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