HLC Steering Committee
Meeting Notes

January 11, 2007

Review of final working papers:

Connecting with Constituencies (James Hall, Barbara Ferrara)

Discussion of GPSI and GA positions, PAR internships;

Discussion of diversity of graduate students, providing opportunities for students who otherwise might not pursue graduate study

Discussion of student outreach

Discussion of strength of Online Coordinators

Discussion of UIS Peoria Center (do we have enrollment #s for there?)

Discussion of the Office of Web Services as a strength

Discussion of the exponential growth in student life on campus over the past few years

Discussion of volunteerism among students; the “Living Learning Wing” in LRH

Discussion of the challenge of connecting with alumni (area for improvement)

Collaborations (Karen Moranski, John Ringle)

Discussion was limited due to Karen’s emergency absence

All members will review working paper and contact the chairs with comments

Role of Scholarship (Sharron Lafollette, Beverly Bunch)

Discussion of the high number of publications that have come out of the business college

Discussion of the different requirements for scholarship among different disciplines (service, teaching, research, etc.)

Discussion of movement toward incorporating research into undergraduate education—Keenan Dungey’s Undergraduate Research Symposium

Challenge: University needs to identify ways to diversify the means of dissemination of scholarly work and the scope of audience

Discussion of the researching funds challenges, especially in the sciences

Assessment of Student Learning (Karen Kirkendall)

Discussion of need for evidence of hallmark: “Institutional assessment has been incorporated into strategic planning initiatives at both the institutional and college levels”
Undergraduate and Graduate Councils are on this>governance is evaluating assessment process

Discussion of institution’s lack of a centralized unit to work in tandem with leadership team, whose primary focus is providing support and resources for the assessment initiative—this will happen when the budget allows for it
