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PURPOSE:  Inform employees of the departmental lightning safety plan.   

GOAL: To maintain essential safety and quality of life issues regarding Physical Plant employees 

SCOPE:  This document concerns all activity associated with and affects all employees assigned to and/or working for the Department of Physical Planning and Operations. 

Lightning is a frequent weather hazard impacting outdoor work situations. Lightning safety is "anticipating a high-risk situation and moving to a low-risk location." Advance planning is the single most important means to achieve lightning safety. Preparedness can reduce the risk of the lightning hazard and raise safety levels. This operating procedure has been developed utilizing the original lightning safety document, along with information used from the following web sites. 

· National Lightning Safety Institute (NLSI) - http://www.lightningsafety.com/nlsi_pls.html
· National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

· Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA)

1. The decision tree for personal lightning safety will be as follows:
A. PLAN AHEAD / BE AWARE:  
1) Understand the hazards of lightning 
2) Plan your evacuation and safety measures.

3) Understand the Self/First-Aid procedures for lightning strike victims

4) Understand current and forecasted weather conditions 
(a) Listen and look for darkening skies, or increasing wind. 

5) When inclement weather is forecasted, the supervisor or designee shall monitor weather conditions. 
B. SUSPEND ACTIVITIES:  

1) When working outdoors and lightning and/or thunder are witnessed, you are to immediately cease all outdoor activities and activate your safety plan. 
(a) "If you can see it, flee it; If you can hear it, clear it."  (NLSI)
(b) The 30/30 Rule says to shut down operations when lightning is six miles away. 

(1) Use a "flash to bang" (lightning to thunder) count of five seconds equals one mile (10 = 2 miles; 20 = 4 miles; 30 seconds = 6 miles).

2) Once lightening is within  6 miles  of the campus, all employees will return to the grounds shop. Employees will report to their designated supervisor, for weather updates and further instructions.

3) IF OUTDOORS and unable to report back to shop area… Move to a safer location.

(a) Seek shelter in a large permanent building or metal vehicle. Avoid water. Avoid the high ground. Avoid open spaces. Avoid all metal objects including electric wires, fences, machinery, power tools, etc. Unsafe places include all outdoor metal objects like flag poles, fences and gates, high mast light poles, metal bleachers, golf cars, machinery, etc. AVOID trees. AVOID water. AVOID open fields. 
Underneath canopies, small picnic or rain shelters, or near trees. Where possible, find shelter in a substantial building or in a fully enclosed metal vehicle such as a truck or a van with the windows completely shut. If lightning is striking nearby when you are outside, you should:

(1) Crouch down. Put feet together. Place hands over ears to minimize hearing damage from thunder.

(2) Avoid proximity (minimum of 15 ft.) to other people.

C. NOTIFY PERSONNEL:
1) The supervisor or designee shall make every attempt to notify all employees of current or pending weather hazards.

2) The supervisor or designee shall make every attempt to ensure all employees are present and/or accounted for.
D. MONITOR CONDITIONS:
The supervisor or designee shall appoint a responsible person to monitor weather conditions, until outdoor activities can be resumed.
NOAA Weather Radio - located in the PPO Grounds break room

Local radio station and campus dispatch weather alerts

Internet – weather related web site w/lightning strike indicator

E. REASSESS THE HAZARD:
Resume activities only when lightning and thunder are no longer observed.

The supervisor or designee will determine and verify that the lightning threat has moved beyond the 6-mile safety perimeter. 
Current thunder/lightning conditions can be researched at:

http://www.weather.com/maps/activity/golf/uslightningstrikes_large.html
http://www.intellicast.com/StormCenter/  

Should employees have further safety concerns, the Director and/or Safety Officer will provide further guidance. 

F. RESUME ACTIVITIES  

2. POINTS OF CONTACT  

A. Physical Planning and Operations:

· Director


6-6795

· Safety Officer


6-6736
B. UIS Police Dispatcher

6-6690   (Non-Emergency)
· Open 24 Hours, 7 days a week 
(Signed 08 Jan 04)





(Signed 16 Jan 04)
DAVID T. BARROWS




BOB RAEBIG

Director of Physical Planning and Operations

UIS Environmental/Safety Officer

