Detailed Itinerary:  

Greek Mythology and Culture

English 359: Greek Mythology

Summer 2007

Wednesday/June 27- Departure from Chicago O’Hare Airport

Thursday/June 28
- ATHENS
You are met at the airport and escorted to your hotel located a stone’s throw from the Acropolis and a short walk to the charming Plaka district.  Tonight a welcome dinner and orientation meeting with your guide and faculty advisors.

Friday/June 29 – ATHENS. In the early morning, you’ll tour the city named for Athena, goddess of wisdom including the Temple of Zeus, Constitution Square, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, Houses of Parliament, Academy, University, and Stadium. By mid-morning you’ll ascend the ACROPOLIS, as you encounter your own roots in these wondrous creations: Propylea, Temple of Athena Nike, Erecthium and the culmination of perfection, the Parthenon.  In the afternoon, we visit the ancient Agora, the Benaki Museum, and perhaps the Keramikos cemetery.

Saturday/June 30 – ATHENS.  This morning you will have a comprehensive tour of the newly restored ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM.  Here are housed some of the most important ancient artifacts from all over Greece.  Later this afternoon take an excursion along the Saronic Gulf to Cape Sounion and the TEMPLE OF POSEIDON crowning the headland that overlooks the Aegean Sea.

Sunday/July 1. DELPHI. Drive north today, passing ancient Thebes, scene of the tragic destiny of Oedipus.  Then on to DELPHI, soaring above the glistening sea.

Monday/July 2. DELPHI. Tour the site of DELPHI, where according to the ancients, earth touched the divine.  Walk the Sacred Way to the Athenian Treasury House, Sanctuary of Apollo and Theater. There is even time to run the ancient Stadium. At the Museum you will see the marvelous bronze “Charioteer” and much more of its noteworthy collection.  Your afternoon is free for study or to explore the village.

Tuesday/July 3. OLYMPIA. Traveling along the Gulf of Corinth, stop at the historic little harbor of NAFPAKTOS (Lepanto) where Cervantes lost an arm in battle. Then cross the canal to the Peloponnese.  Continue through rich agricultural land to OLYMPIA, where the Olympic Games were born, where men learned to forget their enmities and wars and strive for excellence with an olive branch as their only reward.

Wednesday/July 4. OLYMPIA.  Celebrate your Independence Day with a comprehensive tour of this peaceful site.  First a visit to the Museum with priceless treasures such as the “Hermes and Dionysus” by Praxiteles, and the fabulous pediments from the Temple of Zeus.  Next tour the birthplace of the Olympic Games: Sacred Altis, Temples of Hera and Zeus and Stadium..

Thursday/July 5. SPARTA. A most splendid drive to the heart of the Peloponnese across Mount Taygetos to SPARTA, and though little remains of this ancient site, as Thucydides predicted, just the idea of being present here in this fabled town is worthwhile. 

Friday/July 6. NAFPLION. We will visit MYSTRAS, a beautiful late Byzantine center of culture.  The remains of an entire city with castles, churches and homes can be seen.,  No visit to Greece is complete without a quick look at  the influence of Byzantium.   We will continue to the charming neoclassical town of NAFPLION which will be our hub as we explore the sites of the Argolis area.

Saturday/July 7. NAFPLION. Travel today to nearby MYCENAE. Here inspired by Homer, Schliemann made his great discovery.  We will tour the entire archaeological site: Lion Gate, Treasury of Atreus,  and Circle Graves.  We will also pay a visit to NEMEA.  This is a very recently excavated site by Professor Stephen Miller of the University of California at Berkeley.  Located in a beautiful bucolic setting is the Temple of Zeus which has been known for many years with association to one of the labors of Herakles.  However, in addition Professor Miller has uncovered a remarkable stadium as well as other antiquities.  There is a little local museum and it is all so new that we may very well be the only visitors.  

Sunday/July 8. NAFPLION.  A lovely drive to EPIDAVROS, Sanctuary of Asclepios, god of healing where medicine was practiced in anciet days.  In a hollow of a hillside, within the sanctuary lies the theater.  Built in the third century BC, its acoustics are extraordinary and performances are still held there today.  We will offer the opportunity to attend one of these performances (an optional event).

Monday/July 9. Ferry to Crete. This morning is free for study or to enjoy individual pursuits. At about mid-day depart for the port of Athens, Pireaus. The first stop will be at ancient CORINTH where you will tour the mostly Roman city, its market place, baths and the remains of the Greek temple of Apollo.  Next a brief stop at the CANAL, an engineering marvel.  Travel along the Gulf of Salamis where the history altering battle took place between the Greeks and the Persians. Before boarding the overnight ferry to Heraklion, Crete, tour one of the most sacred sites of ancient Greece, ELEUSIS (Elevsina), so closely connected to the goddesses Demeter and Persephone.

Tuesday/July 10. HERAKLION, CRETE.  Arrive early this morning at the capital of Crete, HERAKLION, and begin your study of the Minoan Civilization with a visit first to Knossos, the legendary site excavated by Arthur Evans. What was the Labyrinth from which Ariadne led Theseus with her silken thread? What did the Minotaur represent? What became of this most civilized people? We’ll find out as we tour these remains.  Next a visit to the Archaeological Museum, one of the most important in Greece.  Then check in to your hotel with the balance of the day free.

Wednesday/July 11. Ferry from CRETE. Travel south through the center of the island to Phaistos, balconied over the Mesara Plain where one of the greatest civilizations flourished over 4,000 years ago.  It is valuable to compare Phaistos with Knossos.  The latter having been completely restored and the former left in the condition it was found. Close by is the little summer palace of Ayia Triada.  Continue to MATALA where you can have lunch and take a swim in the Mediterranean before returning to Heraklion and boarding the overnight ferry back to Athens.

Thursday/July 12. Return.  Arrive this morning at Piraeus (Athens). Final Day in Athens.   Farewell Dinner featuring Greek folk music and dancing.

Friday/July 13. Depart Athens for Chicago. 

