
 

 

 

 

 

First time at UIS: Spring Communication Conference  

 Jamison spends summer teaching in China 

 Assistant Professor Kathy Jamison spent two months in Harbin, China, as the UIS China Faculty Exchange Scholar 

for 2008. She spoke at several universities in the Heilongjiang Province from May through June on topics in media 

and culture. 
 

ñMy lecture topics went over well because the students 

were very interested in American film, television and  

advertising,ò Jamison said. ñThey know much more 

about our culture than we know about theirs.ò 
  

As an exchange scholar, Jamison will present a lecture 

on her experiences in China at a Brown Bag Lunch 

scheduled for Wednesday, Oct. 29, from noon-1:45 p.m., 

in PAC 3B. 
 

Jamisonôs goal while in China was to learn as much as 

she could about the Chinese media, which is not an easy 

task in a totalitarian regime, she said. ñThe Olympics 

were about to begin and the Chinese government was  

particularly watchful about how it was being viewed by 

outsiders.ò   
 

After six weeks of lecturing, Jamison traveled to Beijing 

and to the ancient city of Xian. While asking the tour 

guide in Beijing about the Tianamen Square student  

massacre of 1989, the guide told her that the story is exaggerated by evil people who wish to harm what is otherwise a 

ñhappyò China. ñAfter a short silence, the tour guide added that guides are told not to speak on politics. No doubt 

theyôre pestered by numerous nosey American tourists who are used to free speech and a free press,ò Jamison said. 

Assistant Professor Kathy Jamison with some of the Chinese students 

she taught during the summer. 

This spring, the sixth annual University of Illinois Communication Conference (UICC) will be held for the first time 

on the UIS campus. Communication Department faculty and students are excited about hosting this student-run  

conference and encourage students to get involved in this event. 
 

UICC is a day-long conference that allows student researchers to share their planned, in-progress, and completed  

research projects with other students and faculty from all three of the University of Illinois campuses. UICC offers 

students many opportunities to get involved including: joining the committee that is planning the event, presenting 

research, or simply attending the conference to meet and socialize with colleagues and faculty in the Communication 

field. 
 

In the coming months the conference date and guest speaker will be announced. A call for paper submissions will  

begin early next semester. Each paper is usually 15 to 20 pages and each presentation should be no longer than  

15 minutes. 
 

If you are interested in helping plan the event, please contact UICC planning committee co-chairs Megan Kerns and 

Wesley Wasmundt, or the faculty adviser, Assistant Professor Kathy Jamison.  

 



 

 

 

 
 

Give yourself a break from all the work youôre doing 

 and join us in the theatre.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

UIS Theatre presents CLOUD 9 by Caryl Churchill and 

directed by Missy Thibodeaux-Thompson.  
 

Showtimes: Nov. 7 ï 9 &13-15 in the Studio Theatre  

  All curtain times are 8 p.m. except for November 9 when the 

performance begins at 2 p.m. 
 

For Ticket Information:  206-6160 or www.uis.edu/theatre 

 

Mary Bohlen, associate professor and chair of the  
Communication Department, received the university's  

Pearson Award for outstanding teaching in May 2008. She 
is the 11th winner of the annual award. In notifying Bohlen 
of the award, Chancellor Richard Ringeisen noted that the 

award highlights "impressive dedication to students, your 
program and the university. You are consistently recognized 
as an outstanding teacher, a caring and attentive adviser, 

and an excellent colleague. Your nomination cites your  
engaging style and innovative techniques in your teaching." 
Bohlen is in her 25th year of teaching at the university. 

UIS Theatre presents Cloud 9 

Associate Professor Hazel Rozema had a sabbatical in Spring 2008, when she videotaped  

interviews with five individuals who discussed how race had impacted their lives and limited the 

opportunities available for their families. Among the interviewees was Dr.Edwin Bailey, a retired 

dean from St. Louis Community College at Meramec. He described the limited job opportunities 

available for African-Americans in the 1960s, the difficulties of driving through Mississippi and the 

inequities in the criminal justice system. He noted that Social Security was not initially available to 

domestics (maids) or agricultural workers which excluded the majority of  African-American  

workers.  
 

Gloria Webb-Adeyemi described growing up in Alabama and attending segregated schools.  She 

was one of the first ñexchangeò students  from Dillard University to spend a semester at Wellesley 

College, where everyone in the program experienced culture shock.  
 

Yosh Golden described the experiences of her parents who lost their home, car and business when 

they were sent to the Manzanar Japanese Internment Camp during WWII.  
 

Carmen Crockett discussed racial discrimination in the workplace and the dangers of  an African-American woman who sounded 

white accepting a job via a telephone interview. She moved her family to a city in central Illinois and showed up for the first day 

of work only to find the job being revoked and then significantly down-graded when her supervisor discovered she was black.  
 

Rozema also spent time researching race riots that occurred between 1900-1921 and the reasons why these riots occurred.  She 

visited the new National Park Service Center commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the 1957 Little Rock Central High Crisis 

and researched ñThe Lost Yearò of 1958-59 when Governor Faubus closed all four high schools in Little Rock for the entire 

school year; the Lost Year typically receives much less attention than the original crisis year, Rozema said. 

Rozema returns from sabbatical 

Students to Know 

Pictured below are three students to know if you ever have 

questions or comments about the Communication  

Department. These students represent and support student 

interests in the Communication Department. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Pictured from left to right are the 2008/2009 Student Representatives 

Megan Griffin and Caiti Burcham, and Communication  

Graduate Assistant Megan Kerns (uisgacommunications@uis.edu). 

 

Bohlen wins teaching award 

 



 

 
Faculty News 

¶ Kathy Jamison passed her dissertation defense and received her Ph.D. in  
       mid-October from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. The title of the  

       dissertation is: ñTaming Consumer Culture: A Contractarian Ethic for Advertising.ò  
 

¶ Amie Kincaid received her Ph.D. in December 2007, from the University of New 
Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico. The title of her dissertation is: ñRace and  

       Identity: A Critical Ethnography of School Children in a Rural Community.ò It is an  
       exploration of how the negotiation of identity among a group of elementary students  
       in a rural community can better inform understanding of white racial identity. Their    

       negotiations were viewed through Michel Foucaultôs analytics of power. 

 

¶ Beth Ribarskyôs paper, ñThree Minutes of Heaven or Hell? An Investigation into 
Speed Dating Culture,ò was accepted for presentation at the National Communica-

tion Association conference in San Diego in November. 
 

¶ Hazel Rozema gave two presentations at the Walking the Walk of Diversity Confer-
ence at Richland Community College in June.  The first was titled: "The 
40th Anniversary of the Kerner Commission: What We Can Do Together." The sec-

ond presentation was titled "Why race riots and lynchings  
       occurred between 1900-1925."   
 

¶ Hazel Rozema presented a paper at the Midwest American Culture Association  

      Convention in Cinncinnati, Ohio, on October 5.  That paper is titled: "The 50th  
      Anniversary of the Little Rock Nine: Stories, Memories and Reflections." 
 

¶ On September 27, Eric Thibodeaux-Thompson accepted the "Award of Excellence 

for the College/University Division" of the Illinois Theatre Association (ITA) at the 
annual ITA convention/regional meetings.   

 

¶ Missy Thibodeaux-Thompson presented a paper, served as an actor, and presented a 
workshop at the annual ATHE (Association for Theatre in Higher Education)  

       conference in Denver, CO (in August).  The paper was titled:  ñOpening Minds:    
       Bringing LGBTQ Issues to Small-Town America Through Theatre.ò  The workshop  

       was titled ñThe Non-Verbal Verb Game.ò  She was also an actor in a reading of an  
       original play, Companeras, by Kathy Coudle King. 
 

¶ A paper that Missy Thibodeaux-Thompson presented in March at the MATC (Mid 
America Theatre Conference), titled, ñPushing the Envelope for Ourselves and Our 

Audiences,ò was published in KC Stage. 
 

¶ Missy Thibodeaux-Thompson was hired as a professional actor for a production of 
John Carianiôs play, Almost, Maine, at the McLeod Summer Playhouse in  

       Carbondale, Ill., during the month of June.  She played various roles. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  

VISIT THE COM WEBSITE 
 

For the most up-to-date information 

on the Communication Program 
 

www.uis.edu/communication 

November 3 

Priority Registration  
 

 

 

November 10 

Open Registration 
 

 

 

November 24 - 28 

Thanksgiving Break 
 

 

 

December 13 

Last Day of Classes 
 

 

 

December 15 - 20 

Finals Week 
 

 

 

December 20 

Fall Term Ends 
 

 

 

January 20 

Spring Term Begins 

Former long-time Communication Professor Larry R. Smith, Ph.D. died May 26 in Schenectady, New York, where 

he lived after retiring from  UIS in 2000 as professor emeritus. Smith came to Springfield in 1971 as one of the 

founding faculty members for Sangamon State University (now UIS). 
 

As part of the Communication faculty, Smith specialized in semiotics and linguistics and for many years taught the 

Introduction to Graduate Studies in Communication class. He also helped found the SSU Early Music Ensemble and 

performed with it until 2000. 
 

Smith received his B.A. in music from Illinois State University and his Ph. D. in communication for the University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
 

Donations in his memory may be made to the American Diabetes Association or the University of Illinois at  

Springfield Music Program in care of Sharon Graf. 

 

Founding Communication faculty member dies 



 

Hours  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  

10:00-11:15 

COM 112-A Oral Com - Kincaid COM 112-B Oral Com - MTT 
 
COM 112-C Oral Com - Vehovic 

COM 112-A Oral Com - Kincaid COM 112-B Oral Com - MTT 
 
COM 112-C Oral Com - Vehovic 

10:00-11:40 

COM 302 Intro to Interpersonal - 
Ribarsky 

COM 341 Com Technology - TBA 
 
COM 405 Editing - Bohlen 

COM 302 Intro to Interpersonal - 
Ribarsky 

COM 341 Com Technology - TBA 
 
COM 405 Editing - Bohlen 

12:00-1:15 

COM 112-D Oral Com - Ribarsky 
 
COM 112-E Oral Com - Bartl 
 

THE/COM 274 Intro to Theatre -  
M. Thibodeaux-Thompson 

COM 112-F Oral Com - Bartl 
 
COM 112-G Oral Com - Vehovic 
 

 

COM 112-D Oral Com - Ribarsky 
 
COM 112-E Oral Com - Bartl 
 

THE/COM 274 Intro to Theatre -  
M. Thibodeaux-Thompson 

COM 112-F Oral Com - Bartl 
 
COM 112-G Oral Com - Vehovic 
 

 

12:00-1:40 

COM 362 Intro to PR - Kincaid 
  
 

COM 210 Media Writing - Jamison 
(blended) 
  
COM 468 Persuasion  - TBA 

COM 362 Intro to PR - Kincaid 
  
 

COM 210 Media Writing - Jamison 
(blended) 
  
COM 468 Persuasion  - TBA 

12:00-3:40 
COM/ART 315 Photo I - Duvall 
COM/ART 409 Photo II - Duvall  

 COM 352/ART 372 Basic Video -  
Duvall  

 

2:00-3:40 

THE/COM 476 Directing for the 
Theatre - E. Thibodeaux-Thompson 
  

THE/COM 273 Principles of Acting - 
M. Thibodeaux-Thompson 
 
COM/ART 236 Intro to Digital  
Media - Thomas (2:00 - 3:15) 

THE/COM 476 Directing for the 
Theatre - E. Thibodeaux-Thompson 
 
COM 463 Organizational Com - 
Rozema (blended - 2:00-5:30 p.m.) 

THE/COM 273 Principles of Acting 
- M. Thibodeaux-Thompson 
 
COM/ART 236 Intro to Digital 
Media - Thomas (2:00 - 3:15) 

4:00-5:15 

THE/COM 308 Principles of Theatre 
Design - TBA 

  THE/COM 308 Principles of Theatre 
Design - TBA 

 

6-930 

COM 521 Family Com - Rozema 
  
COM/ART 339  Digital Media:  
Animation - Cain 
  
COM 541 New Tech. - Grubbs 
(blended) 

COM 504 Intro to Grad Studies - 
Ribarsky 
  
COM 303 Intro to Mass Media - TBA 
  
COM 447 Media Criticism - Jamison 

COM 453/ART 473 Video Field 
Production - Duvall 
 
COM 424 Gender Com - Rozema 
(blended) 
  
COM 528 Meaning and Social 
Structure - Kincaid 
   
COM 465 Interviewing - Kains 

COM 403 Feature Article -  
Jamison 
  
COM 112-H Oral Com - Greene 
 
COM 446 Electronic Media  
Management - Stott 

 

Contact Information for COM Faculty  
 

**Some faculty membersô offices have changed** 

Mary Bohlenééééééééééé.           ééééé. 

Mike Duvallééééééééééé..           ééééé.  

Jim Grubbsééééééééééé...           ééééé.. 

Kathy Jamisonééééééééééé             éééé..  

Amie Kincaidééééééééééé          ééééé.. 

Beth Ribarskyééééééééééé          ééééé..  
Hazel Rozemaééééééééééé           ééééé.  

Eric Thibodeaux-Thompsonééééé..          ééééé.. 

Missy Thibodeaux-Thompsonééééé            éééé... 

Dept. Secretary Erin Kullickéééééé             éééé.. 

                                     

 

Special Courses:  COM 205 - Forensics Participation I - Bartl 

  COM 305 - Forensics Participation II - Bartl   
  COM/THE 475-Theatre Practicum (hours per rehearsal schedule) - E. Thibodeaux-Thompson 

 
Blended Classes:  COM 210 - Media Writing. Blended - Online & Classroom - Jamison 

  COM 424 - Gender Communication. Blended - Online & Classroom - Rozema 
  COM 463 - Organizational Communication. Blended - Online & Classroom - Rozema 
  COM  541 - New Technologies. Blended - Online & Classroom - Grubbs 

 
Online Classes:  COM 472 - Political Communication ï Cheney      

  COM 458 - Media from a Liberal Arts Perspective - Grubbs (2nd 8 weeks - Oct. 19 - Dec. 19)    

 
Fall 2009 COM Schedule  

 
 

**Schedule is tentative (subject to funding and approval)** 

mbohl3@uis.edu  

jduva1@uis.edu  

jgrub1@uis.edu  

kjamison@uis.edu 

akinc2@uis.edu 

eriba2@uis.edu 
hroze1@uis.edu  

ethib1@uis.edu  

mthom1@uis.edu  

esmit01s@uis.edu 

 

UHB 3024 

UHB 3023 

UHB 3020 

UHB 3012 

UHB 3021 

UHB 3016 
UHB 3022 

UHB 3018 

UHB 3013 

UHB 3010 

 

 

Please send comments and news to:  
 

Communication Program 

UHB 3010  

University of Illinois at Springfield  

 One University Plaza,  

Springfield IL., 62703 
 

Phone: 217-206-7686 
 

Email:  

uisgacommunications@uis.edu  

or mbohl3@uis.edu 


