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What the White “Squaws” Want: Female Fans of Black Hawk

Using newspaper reports to extrapolate fan responses, I argue that female fans of Black Hawk wanted a brush with the exotic, a hint of miscegenation, and a bit of the transgressive—an imagined sexual and political freedom wrought from the bodies of Black Hawk and his fellow Sauk Indians.

In 1833, Black Hawk was reported to have responded to the intense interest of Washington, D.C., “ladies” with a cutting remark: “Debilinchibison Jekorre Manitou,” which was translated as “What in the devil’s name do these squaws want of me!” Using findings from social psychologists about the imaginary social relationships fans have with celebrities, I argue that female fans of Black Hawk wanted a brush with the exotic, a hint of miscegenation, and a bit of the transgressive—an imagined sexual and political freedom wrought from the bodies of Black Hawk and his fellow Sauk Indians. I use New York and Philadelphia newspaper reports to extrapolate fan responses. In addition to the fascination men had for Black Hawk, whose popularity on tour overtook that of Andrew Jackson’s parallel tour of the Northeast, white women could imagine escape from the confining parlors of eastern cities that Black Hawk toured. To these female fans Black Hawk was not just Jackson’s official symbol to show that savagery could no longer threaten the civilization of America and its right to internally colonize the North American continent.
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""Childbirth Travells" and "Spiritual Estates:" 

Anne Hutchinson and Colonial Boston, 1634-1638"

The story of Mary Dyer's delivery uncovers a tension in seventeenth-century childbirth symbolized by the ambiguous status of the midwife. Fear of a natural yet little understood process could bring political and social condemnation. An underlying conflict between the communal childbirth ritual and Puritan theology fed the expulsion of midwife Anne Hutchinson.
Looking at Anne Hutchinson's expulsion from colonial Boston with fresh eyes, this presentation connects Hutchinson's theological stance with her midwifery. Though the story of Hutchinson's challenge to the theological and patriarchal orthodoxy has long been told as a part of the Antinomian Controversy, little more than a nod of the head has recognized the essential element of her power in the community as resting on her capabilities in midwifery. This presentation contextualizes the trials of Anne Hutchinson with the surrounding events involving Mary Dyer's labor and birth. Mary Dyer gave birth after Hutchinson's first trial before the ministers of the synod and just prior to  the General Court's examination of her in the fall of 1637. Hutchinson and another midwife attended the birth. The baby died and worse yet, it was a monster birth. My work establishes the chronological unfolding of events surrounding the birth and teases out the story of the birth, including the secrecy that kept Governor Winthrop in the dark and its significant impact on the outcome of the trial. Original sources from John Winthrop and other colonial male figures provide evidence. This study thus examines the recorded theological discourse from the trials in light of the secret events of the birth. John Winthrop's own telling of the story in A Short Story of the Rise, Reign and Ruine of the Antinomians, Familists and Libertarians dwells on Hutchinson's public examinations and her part in the birth to reveal the link between birth and heresy in this story.  

