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The presentation includes a description of the American Gothic course, its intended audience, and its learning objectives. I argue that teaching the course online to learners familiar with that environment creates the perfect atmosphere for students to obtain web design and publishing skills. I discuss the social and logistical difficulties of implementing a group project that requires multiple skill types, including knowledge of design, media, and persuasive writing strategies, library and online research, and pedagogy. Although these challenges seem daunting, they are opportunities for students to obtain a practical skill set in writing for the web that traditional English and Liberal Studies curricula do not necessarily encourage or, at least, do not integrate throughout their curricula. Taking a single class in “Writing for the Web” does not provide the necessary tools or motivations for students to create documents that are purposeful and academic. This is a model assignment for an upper division online humanities course, but also has implications for course design in other types of courses online, blended, and on-ground. Projects such as this will increase knowledge in the content field and broaden audiences for student writing that students had rarely envisioned within the confines of an academic course.
The online environment offers a perfect place to harness the varied skills of Liberal Studies and English Studies students. Using Wetpaint’s wiki and design features, American Gothic students come together to create innovative websites highlighting their analytic and creative writing talents for a real audience.

