Guidelines for the Preparation of Posters
Format and Layout for Posters: Suggestions for Students

Use the conventional headings for your discipline. The ones listed below are just suggestions and may not be appropriate for your type of presentation. The size of the poster should not exceed 4x4 feet. 

Title

A legible title is the key to attracting the audience to a poster. Poster title should be readable from 10-15 feet away. Use letters about 1.5 inches tall. The names of authors and their affiliations should be slightly smaller. 

Abstract

Including an abstract in a poster is a good practice. The upper left corner is a good placement for the abstract. 

Introduction

Introduce the most relevant background subject matter in one or two short paragraphs. 

Objectives

Specify general and/or specific aims of the study or research project. Focus on clarity and brevity and provide sufficient information to understand how the research was conducted. 

Discussion

This section should be limited to interpretation of the most important elements of your research. 

Conclusions

This brief, but highly important section is best handled as a list of major conclusions and should be connected back to your original objectives. 

References

It is desirable to provide a short bibliography (three to five references) listing the work most relevant to the subject you are researching. It is also good practice to cite these sources within the text of your poster. 

 Also, be sure to include any pictures, charts or visuals (and cite their sources) that will assist the audience in understanding your research topic. 
