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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a tape-recorded interview con-
ducted by Louise Cragoe for the Oral History Office, Sangamon State
University in October, 1980. Louise Cragoe also transcribed and
edited the transcript.

Dr. Edward Ziegler was born in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1900. He
worked his way through Park College, Parkville, Missouri and took his
ministerial degree from McCormick Seminary in 1928, He spent 50 years
in the ministry serving in the following cities:

May, 1928 - May, 1930 Seymour, Indiana

May, 1930 - January, 1937 Cincinnati, Ohio
January, 1937 -~ October, 1944 Bellefontaine, Ohio
October, 1944 - December, 1969 Springfield, Illinois

After retirement in 1970, he served churches in the following
cities as an interim pastor:

October, 1969 - May, 1970 Englewood, New Jersey

November, 1970 - June, 1971 Northminster, Evanston, Illinois
March, 1972 - March, 1973 Muncie, Indiana

July, 1973 - October, 1973 Wayne, Pennsylvania

June, 1975 - February, 1976 Farmingdale, Illinois

December, 1976 - June, 1977 Divernon and Auburn, Illinois
October, 1977 - June, 1978 Chatham, Illinois

November, 1978 - July, 1979 Fifth Presbyterian Church,

Springfield, Illinois

He served for six yvears on the Permanent Judicial Commission of
the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church; fifteen years
on the Board at Blackburn College; was chairman of the Board at Black-
burn and head of the Search Committee when it sought a new president;
served several churches in England and Scotland as an exchange minister.

The interviewer, Louise Cragoe, was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
in 1924. She has lived in Springfield 20 years and been a member of
Westminster Church all that time having served in various capacities
such as President of Women's Association in 1974-75 and serving as
an Elder on the Session 1976-79.

Dr. Ziegler is at his best telling stories about his ministry and
the people in it. His sharpest memories are for the years at West-
minster. He has good advice for someone contemplating the ministry.

His involvement at Blackburn College evoked discussion about private

vs. public colleges. He served at all the levels of the Presbyterian
Church and comments on his work with the Permanent Judicial Commission
of the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church. He speaks
candidly on issues of race, social action, refugees, new moral majority,
women ministers and the permissive society.
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His early years of struggle to acquire an education and his resultant
fifty years in the ministry have given him a wisdon and understanding
that speaks eloquently of his service to God and indicates his perhaps
greatest success, that of an understanding counsellor.

Readers of his oral history memoir should bear in mind that it
is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator,
and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that
is inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is
not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not
be reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without written permission in writing from the Oral History Office,
Sangamon State University, Springfield, Illinmodis, 62708,



Dr. Edward W. Ziegler, October 8, 1980, Springfield, Illinois.

Louise Cragoe, Interviewer.

Q. Dr. Ziegler, shall we start at the beginning and I'11 ask you
where you were born and when.

A. 1 was born in St. Louis--in 1900.

Q. Were you born in a hospital?

A. No., Well, I don't know, really. I would very much doubt it.
Q. What was your address then?

A. I don't have a ghost of an idea where we lived then. As you'll
find out, my father was a chef and a chef in those days was like the
printers of those days used to be. They moved around a great deal.
The grass on the other side of the fence was always greener. And
so we'd move from Chicago to St. Louis or from St. Louis to Chicago.
Those were the days when all your furniture had to be crated. Not
just put in a van and moved away, but crated, put in a railroad car.
And you had to wait then until, the railroad car got to either St.
Louis or Chicago. It was unloaded and put in a truck and brought

to wherever you were living and you had to uncrate all that stuff.
And one day my mother, after I don't know how many moves, said,
"Now, Otto, I'm not moving anymore." And we didn't. We happened

to be in St. Louis when she said that.

Q. About how old were you then?

A. Oh, I must have been about six, five or six--seven or eight years
old. See, when I was about eight, my father just deserted. He left
his family. And my mother had to go out and do housework. She had
to work for a living to support herself and my sister and myself then.
The only work she could do was housework. That was 1908. There
weren't very many women who were skilled and she had to do housework
for $1.75 a day plus carfare, and that was what we had to live on.
Now, of course, dollars meant much more then than they do today.

Q. But that still wasn't very much.

A. But it still wasn't very much, no, Mother worked for many years
after she needed to do so. She lived with my sister. Many years
later, after my sister got married, mother and sister lived together
with my brother-in-law. She didn't need to work. Both my sister
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and I could have taken care of her. But she wanted to work. She
didn't know what to do with herself if she wasn't working. And
that went on for a great deal many years until--my mother's been
dead now for about twenty some odd years.

Q. Your name, Ziegler, is German, is it not?
A. German and Swiss.
Q. Did your grandparents come from the old country?

A. Yes, well, my grandfather and grandmother, my paternal grandmother
and grandfather came from Germany. And my father came as a little boy.

Q. Oh, he was born in Germany then?

A. He was born in Germany. The name is German and Swiss and I
didn't know that until Gladys and T registered in a CGeneva hotel and
the innkeeper said, "Do you know what your name means?" And I said,
"I haven't the slightest idea, I never thought about it." He said,
"That means a roofing tile maker. A man that makes roofing tile."
That's what it means.

Q. That's interesting. Did you ever know your paternal or maternal
grandparents?

A. 1 knew my grandmother. 1T never knew my grandfather. And there
were a couple of uncles—-a couple of aunts, rather, whom I knew very
slightly. My father and mother, moving around as much as they did,
we didn't become deeply rooted anyplace until after she said she
wasn't going to move anymore,

Q. Do you have any memories of St. Louis as a child--what it was
like then?

A. Well, yes, of course we had street cars, principally, very few
automobiles in 1908. I don't think my memory goes back of that.
There were a lot of streetcars, horse and buggies. St. Louis was

a much smaller city than it is now. I don't know what the population
was then, but it was a much smaller city.

Q. Did you get all of your early education in St. Louis.

A. 1 went to grade school and to high school in St. Louis. My high
school career was interrupted. See, by the time I got to high school
I felt T had to try to help support the family and so after graduation
from grade school, I went directly to high school.

Q. What was the name of the high school? What area of St. Louis
was it in?
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A. South St. Louis. Oh, I can't remember the name of the high school.
And T went one semester and then felt I ought to get a job working.

So I stopped high school, went to work for a year and a half, then
went back to high school.

Q. What did you do in that year and a half?

A. Year and a half? I worked for--this was about 1914 just during
the First World War. I worked for American Bridge Co.

Q. What did they make?

A. Well, they originally made bridges, of course, and they did for
many vears. But during the war they had contracts with the government
to make compartments for oil, in oil bearing vessels, and I was in

the stock room. I was one of several people in the stock room. And
when they needed something from downstairs, they would come up and
place an order and I'd fill it. Each year we had to make an inventory
of all the stuff that was there, all the sheet metal and the plates,
and angles, and all the things that went with that firm. And then I
quit after a year and a half and tried to go back to high school.

I thought I could continue high school, and incidentally, by that
time, I had decided 1 wanted to be a minister. I thought I could
continue high school and still work, and very foolishly, I took a

job as janitor in the church to which 1 belonged.

Q. What church was that?

A. Winnebago Presbyterian Church. Still standing, still operating,
although with a very small congregation now. But I found that was
an impossible combination. Being janitor of the church took too
much time and I had very little time to study. So after about a
year, I can't remember exactly how long, a year or a year and a half,
I quit being a janitor and tried to go back to high school. And,
that didn't work out anymore. I realized that I had to get a job
somewhere, so I got a job, and jobs were hard to find then. I know
what it means to be unemployed, I know what it means to walk the
streets looking for jobs because I was a kid just doing that. Just
a young kid. I got a job with Crane Co., plumbing supply makers,
and worked for them for a couple of years and then went to work for
a brush factory. They made hand brushes.

Q. What was the name of the company?

A. I don't remember the name of the brush factory.

Q. It wasn't Fuller Brush?

A. No, no, no, But my job was one of the less agreeable jobs. My

job was to wash the tails and manes of horses, (laughs) for they
made brushes out of them. And I remember the day the manager took
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me down to the basement, almost as big a basement as I have down
here, and he said--and it was packed full of bags or horses' tails
and manes——he said, "Now your job is to wash and to clean, dry and
cut, whatever you find in these bags." Which, as you can well
imagine, is not a wvery tasteful job.

Q. What kind of solution did you wash them in?

A. In the sink, an ordinary kitchen sink.

Q. I mean what solution did you use?

A. Water.

Q. Just water. And then did you have to dry them outside?

A. I dried them outside and when they were dry I cut them in certain
lengths that they would use in making brushes. Then, at one point,

I decided that if I was ever going to go . . . by that time I had
decided to go into the ministry . .

Q. What made you decide that?

A. Well, from the time I was a very young child my mother, who was
not a church member at that time, rarely went to church, saw that

my sister and I did go to church, and the nearest church was this
Winnebago Presbyterian Church. And my Sunday School teacher was a
woman who taught a class, the class that I was in, from the time . . .
what would amount to the primary department to high school. Now
that's an unorthodox educational plan today, you know. And she was
one of the two very effective persons in my life, so far as becoming
a Christian and going inte the ministry was concerned.

Q. What was her name?

A. Alice Pickles, of all names, Alice Pickles. A single woman who
worked in what was then the First National Bank of St. Louis. 1

don't even remember her saying anything about my becoming a church
member, but the influence of her life was very, very formative in

my life. Someplace around here I have the New Testament which she

gave me, which she gave her Sunday School class, in 1915--19--well,
whatever it was, it doesn't matter. And then we had a revival service
in the Winnebago Church. It was a very conservative church. And

at that time T went forward and became a church member. I'm not sure
that I knew very much about what I was doing. The minister of that
church, I'm sorry to say, was not a formative influence in my Christian
life at all. He was an honorable man. He was a well meaning man.

But an ineffectual man, although he was pastor of that church for

some 40 years, I think. Well, to go back, I realized as I was

working, I realized that if I was ever going to get into the ministry .
and I was very active in what was then called Christian Endeavor . . .
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Q. That was the young people's group?

A. Young people's group--a world wide Christian Endeavor organization
which still exists but it is not very strong. 1T was very active in
that and people encouraged me to go into the ministry. (chuckles)

The one minister whose preaching influenced me to go into the ministry
was the minister of a church in the northern part of St. Louis who

was later defrocked. (laughter)

Q. Why was he defrocked?

A. I don't remember why, but I just remember that he was. I realized
that if T was ever going to go into the ministry I needed an education,
I needed to finish high school, I needed to go to college. Well, I'd
had what amounted to about a year and a half of high school--about a
year of high school. Somebody told me about Park College, Parkville,
Missouri, which was a work-plan school. Everyone worked 21 hours a
week and got a credit for 35¢ an hour—-a financial credit. Well, T
often worked as much as 35 and 40 hours a week in order to make up a
little more because my mother had no money with which to save for an
education. T got a loan from the college. The Board of Christian
Education at that time gave a grant to students who couldn't afford

to go on their own.

Q. How old were you at this time?

A, Well, T must have been--see I graduated from Park in 1925 and I

was there--1 was 19 years old when I went into what was then the

academy, that's the equivalent of a high school. And things were so
arranged that I could take some freshman work. So in the six years

I was at Park I finished my high school and also my college work.
Graduated in 1925. Park fell upon bad days. For one thing, it gave

up the work plan, gave up the one distinctive thing it had. You can

put your finger down on the map of Missouri, Ohio, Illinois and Indiana
and almost any place you put your finger, you're going to find a college,
you know that. And Park--when Park gave up its work plan which Blackburn
College still retains-—Park become just another liberal arts college--a
small, denominational, liberal arts college. They ran into all kinds

of financial trouble and finally sold out to the Church of the Latter
Day Saints which now owns and operates it.

Q. Is it still called Park College.

A. 5till called Park, but has no relation whatever to the Presbyterian
Church anymore.

Q. Oh, it had at the time?
A. Oh yes, it was one of the recognized Presbyterian Colleges.

Q. But it was just a college. After that did you go on teo the seminary?
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A. Yes. In 1925 I graduated and that's where I met Gladys. And she
graduated in 1926. I went to seminary and in 1927 we were married.
I graduated from seminary in 1928 and entered my first pastorate.

Q. What seminary did you go to?

A. McCormick,

Q. And this was in Chicago?

A. Yes.

Q. Then you lived in Chicago for two years.

A. No, we lived in Chicago for only one year. We were married in
1927, in June of 1927 and I graduated in May of 1928, so it was just

one year. We lived in a little apartment .

Q. But did you not have a year there before? You had two years in
seminary

A. T had two years before in seminary, yes, in Chicago. Gladys took
classes with me and those were the days when college or seminary
authorities frowned upon women being there at all, and frowned upon
the student being married.

Q. I can see that.

A. And frowned upon women being in classes, but women went to classes,
and Gladys was in classes.

Q. She was a minority, no doubt?

A. Oh, yes--oh, yes. But while I was at seminary I did a lot of
preaching at little country churches--go out on Saturday night or on
Sunday. 1 often wonder what people thought they were getting from
what amounted to a freshman in college.

Q. This was a two year training seminary at that time?

A, No, it was three years. I went in in 1925 and graduated in 1928.

And then I served these various little churches that were within reach

of Park College. Park College is 12 miles from Kansas City. The rail-
road ran right at the foot of the college. Of course, those were the

days when railroads ran and I would take the railroad wherever T was
going. Or there was another facility available--the electric inter-
urban--and I could get to the inter-urban and go wherever I was preaching.

(3. Now were you preaching when you were going to Park College?

A. TUnfortunately, for some churches, T was, yes., (laughter)
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Q. You did that in your undergraduate years in a Presbyterian related
college. Did you also do this while you were at McCormick?

A. 1 did some preaching while T was at McCormick, but the load at
McCormick was much different—-much heavier--~than the load at college.
I was assistant manager at the book store, seminary book store, for
one year and then manager of the book store for the second year, so

I really didn't have time to do very much preaching. Every once in
awhile they'd need a seminary student to come and preach for them,

so 1I'd go.

Q. But you knew, while you were in Park College, you were being
trained toward the ministry then.

A, Yes.
Q. So your courses and things would help you to do this

A. Well, it was a typical liberal arts curriculum, and you majored
in whatever field you thought you wanted to get into. I majored in
philosophy and history. I didn't major in Bible because we had a
very fundamentalistic Bible teacher. By that time I just had come
to the point where I wasn't a fundamentalist and so I didn't want
any of the influence of that sort.

Q. Did you have any favorite professors at McCormick or at Park
College who influenced you?

A. Yes, a women, Mary Harrison, was the dean of the college
Q. At Park?

A. At Park. Many, many times I became very discouraged--for two
reasons. First of all, because of the financial condition which

my mother found herself . . . my sister in the meantime had gone to
work, vou see, for the St. Louis Clearing House which was a clearing
house for checks from banks . . . but I felt very discouraged many

times because of the financial condition in which my mother found
herself and the fact that I often didn't have very much money.
Fortunately, I couldn't have spent very much in Parkville, anyway.
Parkville was a town of about 1200, so there wasn't much--there
wasn't any way to squander your money. It was too expensive to go
into Kansas City. Kids nowadays wouldn't understand that, but I
understood it. I'd preach on Sunday from time to time whenever I

had an opportunity and that helped me pay back my loan to the college.

Q. Mary Harrison encouraged you .

A. Oh, Mary Harrison was the Principal of the Academy. Mary Harrison,
bless her heart, I don't know how she knew I was discouraged about my
grades and discouraged about the financial situation. Mary Harrison,
every once in awhile, would call me into her office and talk to me.
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And she gave me more encouragement than anybody else. I had a phi-
losophy professor, whose name I can't think of for the moment, who
had a great influence over me--a fine understanding person. I think
I enjoyed almost all the instructors I had in college.

Q. Were there any great theologians at McCormick at the time you
were there-—famous ones?

A. At McCormick at that time? Yes, the greatest of the theologians
was an 0ld Testament scholar--oh, I can't think of his name at the
moment, it'll come back to me—-he'd come over here from Greece and
was an 01ld Testament scholar and taught hermeneutics which is .

Q. Taught what?

A. Hermeneutics, which is the study of who wrote the books and when.
I wish I could remember his name off hand, I can't.

Q. We'll put it in later.

A. Yes. There is a great story in connection with him and he told

it on himself. When he came to Chicago to be taken under care of
Presbytery the Chicago Presbytery was divided between the fundamen-—
talists and what they called the liberals, And the poor candidate

for the ministry was caught in the middle. He was asked . . . Andrew
Zenos, was the name . . . Andrew Zenos—~Z-L-N-0-S. T have a dictionary
over there-—that big thick book, blue book--he helped write. He was
asked, "Mr. Zenos, do you believe in the virgin birth?" And Dr. Zenos
says that as a boy, a young man, he said, "Yes, Sir. But remember
that's my yes, not yours.'" (laughter) I think that was a priceless
reply.

I think R. Worth Frank, who was the professor of philosophy and psy-
chology, was the most outstanding teacher that I ever had in McCormick.
We remained very fast, close friends all through--until he died, ten
years ago. He served on the Permanent Judicial Commission when 1 was
on it.

Q. On what commission?

A. The Permanent Judicial Commission of the General Assembly. That
is the supreme court of the church. If a case--I'm trying to think

of an illustration——if a Session had trouble with its minister and

the Presbytery dissolves the relationship and the minister wants to
appeal it, he appeals it to the Synod. If he isn't satisfied with
the Synod decision, he appeals it to the Permanent Judicial Commission
of the General Assembly. And that's as far as it can go. That's

made up of 15 persons—-eight laymen and seven clergymen that serve

for a term of six years.

Q. How long did you serve on that?
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A. I served for six years——two three-year terms.
Q. Were there any famous cases at that time?

A. I don't remember that there were any famous onegs. I remember one
case, and I can't remember the names—-but the case was brought to the
Permanent Judicial Commission by a minister who claimed that the church
that he had served had not paid him the proper—-the salary he was
supposed to have been paid. It had gone to Presbytery and Presbytery
had sustained the church and had gone on to Synod and Synod had sus-
tained the church, and gone to the Permanent Judicial Commission of
General Assembly. I don't remember what the amount of money was,

but it was oh, let's say, $300 to $500, something like that. And
after we'd made our decision in favor of the clergyman, someone said--
I was standing with two or three other members of the Commission—--and
someone said, "Isn't it an awful lot of wasted time to spend as much
time as you have to spend on these cases and then have so little

money involved?" T shall never forget what one of the laymen said
who is the superior judge, the presiding judge of the Superior Court
of Los Angeles. He said, "Well, the amount of money involved may be

a very little thing but justice is never a little thing."

Q. Excellent.

A. I've never forgotten that.

Q. I know that you have some thoughts, Dr. Ziegler, on the theology
that you learned and the different kind of training young ministers
are now getting. Could you tell us a little bit about your feelings
on that?

A. Of course, I am not in very close touch with the kind of training
they are now getting. The only way I know what they are getting now
is through the associates and assistants we've had in Westminster.
Q. Would you say theirs was a classical training?

A. 1 think it is a more thorough theoclogical training than we ever
got. TIf they will work as hard as they ought to work, they will get
a much better theological training than we ever got.

Q. Are they in school longer now?

A. No, it's three years.

Q. Still three years.

A. For years there has been a movement to make it four years, but
that has never succeeded. I think it might well be four years. 1In

fact for some it is. You see, some of them go for two years and then
they take a year of internship somewhere, and then they go back for
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the final year which is a good plan, if you can afford it. Some of
them can't afford that. As you know, Gregg Dana had training in a
hospital. Well, that sort of thing just didn't exist in the day in
which I . . . this sounds ridiculous, but the only pastoral counselling
that T can remewmber nothing was ever said about bedside manner, about
how you comfort people, about counselling--there was no such thing

as a course in counselling. 1 remember one day the professor—-I1've
forgotten his name——it's a good thing I have--in the course of a
lecture on pastoral theology, said, "The one thing you must watch . .

Q. What was the course again?

A. Pastoral theology. 'The one thing you must watch is to have your
wife look at your collar, your shirt collar, every Sunday morning
(laughs) before you go to church to see that there is not blood on

it from having nicked your neck." (laughter) Wasn't that very
helpful? You see, there was no such thing as the thing that Gregg had.

Q. He took training in a hospital.

A. Yes, and there are courses in counselling that just didn't exist
in my day. The only way I learned about counselling was from seminars
and conferences that I went to, reading books, and just human experience.

Q. Would you say that in these days when we have so many specialists——
psychologists and psychiatrists-—-that the role of the minister is
changing or that they tend to send people to specialists rather than

do it themselves as they used to? Do you see this as a good movement?

A. I think much depends upon the minister. This is not to say it in
reference to anybody at Westminster at all, but there are some ministers
who draw people to them when they are in trouble. They go to Joe Brown
when they are in trouble. They wouldn't go to Jim Smith. Now Jim Smith
may be a great preacher, may be a better preacher than Joe Brown, but
there is something about Joe Brown that draws them to him when they

are in difficulty.

Q. It comes down to a basic personality type then . . . that the
training . . .

A. Yes. And, of course, it depends, too, upon the impression a
minister gives concerning his own interest in people--his concern for
people., I shall never forget the experience I had years agoe. 1T was

in a meeting of the Synod when the Synod was much smaller than it is
now. We were sitting at lunch and a young man was sitting next to

me whom I did not know, but I knew how long he had been in his church.
And he said, "Dr. Ziegler, there is only one thing about the pastorate
I don't like." Well, I thought preparing, writing sermons, or pastoral
calling, or administration—--administration is something that a lot of
ministers don't like, I thought that was maybe what was bugging him.

n

I said, "Well, what bothers you?" He said, "People!













































































































































