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PKEFACE 

T h i s  manuscr ip t  is t h e  p roduc t  of a  tape-recorded i n t e r v i e w  con- 
ducted by Louise  Cragoe f o r  t h e  O r a l  H i s t o r y  OCfice,  Sangamon S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  October ,  1980. Louise  Cragoe a l s o  t r a n s c r i b e d  and 
e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

D r .  Edward Z i e g l e r  w a s  b o r n  i n  S t .  Lou is ,  M i s s o u r i ,  i n  1900. He 
worked h i s  way th rough  Park C o l l e g e ,  P a r k v i l l e ,  Missour i  and took h i s  
m i n i s t e r i a l  degree  from McCormick Seminary i n  1928. H e  s p e n t  50 y e a r s  
i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c i t i e s :  

May, 1928 - May, 1930 Seymour, I n d i a n a  
May, 1930 - J a n u a r y ,  1937 C i n c i n n a t i ,  Ohio 
January ,  1937 - October ,  1944 Be1 l e f  o n t a i n e ,  Ohio 
October ,  1944 - December, 1969 S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s  

A f t e r  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1970, h e  s e r v e d  churches  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
c i t i e s  a s  an  i n t e r i m  p a s t o r :  

October ,  1969 - May, 1970 
November, 1970 - J u n e ,  1971 
M a r c h , 1 9 7 2  - M a r c h , 1 9 7 3  
J u l y ,  1973 - October ,  1973 
June ,  1975 - February,  1976 
December, 1976 - June ,  1977 
October ,  1977 - June ,  1978 
November, 1978 - J u l y ,  1979 

Englewood, New J e r s e y  
Nor thmins te r ,  Evanston,  I l l i n o i s  
Muncie , I n d i a n a  
Wayne, Pennsy lvan ia  
Farmingdale ,  I l l i n o i s  
Divernon and Auburn, I l l i n o i s  
Chatham, I l l i n o i s  
F i f t h  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church, 

S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s  

He s e r v e d  f o r  s i x  y e a r s  on t h e  Permanent J u d i c l a l  Commission of 
t h e  General  Assembly of t h e  Uni ted P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church; f i f t e e n  y e a r s  
on the Board a t  Blackburn Col lege ;  was chairman of t h e  Board a t  Black- 
burn and head of t h e  Search Committee when i t  sought  a new p r e s i d e n t ;  
s e r v e d  s e v e r a l  churches  i n  England and Sco t land  as an  exchange m i n i s t e r .  

The i n t e r v i e w e r ,  Lou ise  Cragoe,  was born i n  Milwaukee, Wisconsin ,  
i n  1924. She h a s  l i v e d  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  20 y e a r s  and been a  member of  
Westminster Church a l l  t h a t  t ime hav ing  s e r v e d  i n  v a r i o u s  c a p a c i t i e s  
such a s  P r e s i d e n t  of Women's A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1974-75 and s e r v i n g  as 
an E l d e r  on t h e  S e s s i o n  1976-79. 

D r .  Z i e g l e r  is a t  h i s  b e s t  t e l l i n g  s t o r i e s  about  h i s  m i n i s t r y  and 
t h e  peop le  i n  i t .  H i s  s h a r p e s t  memories a r e  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  a t  West- 
m i n s t e r .  He h a s  good a d v i c e  f o r  someone con templa t ing  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  
H i s  involvement a t  Blackburn Col lege  evoked d i s c u s s i o n  about p r i v a t e  
v s .  p u b l i c  c o l l e g e s .  H e  s e r v e d  a t  a l l  t h e  Levels of t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
Church and comments on h i s  work w i t h  t h e  Permanent J u d i c i a l  Commission 
of t h e  General  Assembly of t h e  U n i t e d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church. H e  s p e a k s  
c a n d i d l y  on i s s u e s  of r a c e ,  s o c i a l  a c t i o n ,  r e f u g e e s ,  new moral  m a j o r i t y ,  
women m i n i s t e r s  and t h e  pe rmiss ive  s o c i e t y .  
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H i s  e a r l y  y e a r s  of s t r u g g l e  t o  a c q u i r e  a n  e d u c a t i o n  and h i s  r e s u l t a n t  
f i f t y  y e a r s  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  have g iven  him a wisdon and unders tand ing  
t h a t  speaks  e l o q u e n t l y  o f  h i s  s e r v i c e  t o  God and i n d i c a t e s  h i s  perhaps  
g r e a t e s t  s u c c e s s ,  t h a t  of an  unders tand ing  c o u n s e l l o r .  

Readers o f  h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir shou ld  b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  
is a  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  n a r r a t o r ,  
and e d i t o r  sought  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n f o r m a l ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e  t h a t  
i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e s .  Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  
n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy  of t h e  memoir, n o r  f o r  views 
expressed  t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  judge.  

The manuscr ipt  may b e  r e a d ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  
be reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical ,  
w i t h o u t  w r i t t e n  pe rmiss ion  i n  w r i t i n g  from the Oral H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  
Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



D r .  Edward W .  Z i e g l e r ,  October 8 ,  1980, S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Lou ise  Cragoe, I n t e r v i e w e r .  

Q.  D r .  Z i e g l e r ,  s h a l l  we s t a r t  a t  t h e  beg inn ing  and I ' l l  a s k  you 
where you were born and when. 

A. I was born i n  S t .  Louis--in 1900. 

Q .  Were you born  i n  a h o s p i t a l ?  

A.  No. Well, I d o n ' t  know, r e a l l y .  I would very much doubt  i t .  

Q. What was your  a d d r e s s  then?  

A. I d o n ' t  have a ghos t  of a n  i d e a  where we l i v e d  then .  A s  y o u ' l l  
f i n d  o u t ,  my f a t h e r  was a  chef and a  chef  i n  t h o s e  days  was l i k e  t h e  
p r i n t e r s  o f  t h o s e  days  used t o  b e .  They moved around a g r e a t  d e a l .  
The g r a s s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  f e n c e  was always g r e e n e r .  And 
s o  we'd move from Chicago t o  S t .  Louis  o r  from S t .  Lou is  t o  Chicago. 
Those were  t h e  days when a l l  your  f u r n i t u r e  had t o  b e  c r a t e d .  Not 
j u s t  p u t  i n  a  van and moved away, b u t  c r a t e d ,  put  i n  a r a i l r o a d  c a r .  
And you had t o  w a i t  t h e n  u n t i l ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d  car g o t  t o  e i t h e r  S t .  
Louis  o r  Chicago. I t  was unloaded and pu t  i n  a t r u c k  and b rought  
t o  wherever you were l i v i n g  and you had t o  u n c r a t e  a l l  t h a t  s t u f f .  
And one day my mother ,  a f t e r  I d o n ' t  know how many moves, s a i d ,  
"Now, O t t o ,  I ' m  no t  moving anymore." And w e  d i d n ' t .  We happened 
t o  b e  i n  S t .  Louis  when s h e  s a i d  t h a t .  

Q.  About how o l d  were you t h e n ?  

A. Oh, I must have been about  s i x ,  f i v e  o r  six--seven o r  e i g h t  y e a r s  
o l d .  See ,  when I was about  e i g h t ,  my f a t h e r  j u s t  d e s e r t e d .  He l e f t  
h i s  f a m i l y .  And my mother had t o  go o u t  and do housework. She had 
t o  work f o r  a l i v i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  h e r s e l f  and my sister and myself then .  
The o n l y  work s h e  cou ld  do was housework. That  was 1908. There  
w e r e n ' t  ve ry  many women who were s k i l l e d  and s h e  had t o  do housework 
f o r  $1.75 a day p l u s  c a r f a r e ,  and t h a t  was what we had t o  l i v e  on. 
Now, of c o u r s e ,  d o l l a r s  meant much more t h e n  t h a n  they  do today.  

Q.  But t h a t  s t i l l  w a s n ' t  v e r y  much. 

A. But i t  s t i l l  w a s n ' t  v e r y  much, no. Mother worked f o r  many y e a r s  
a f t e r  s h e  needed t o  do s o .  She l i v e d  w i t h  my s i s t e r .  Many y e a r s  
l a t e r ,  a f t e r  my s is ter  g o t  m a r r i e d ,  mother and s i s t e r  l i v e d  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  my brother- in- law.  She d i d n ' t  need t o  work. Both my s is ter  
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and I cou ld  have t aken  c a r e  of h e r .  But s h e  wanted t o  work. She 
d i d n ' t  know what t o  do w i t h  h e r s e l f  i f  s h e  w a s n ' t  working.  And 
t h a t  went on f o r  a g r e a t  d e a l  many y e a r s  until--my mother ' s  been 
dead now f o r  abou t  twenty some odd y e a r s .  

. Your name, Z i e g l e r ,  is German, i s  i t  n o t ?  

A. German and Swiss.  

Q. Did your  g r a n d p a r e n t s  come from t h e  o l d  coun t ry?  

A. Y e s ,  w e l l ,  my g r a n d f a t h e r  and grandmother,  my p a t e r n a l  grandmother 
and g r a n d f a t h e r  came from Germany. And my f a t h e r  came a s  a  1 i t t l . e  boy 

Q. Oh, h e  was born  i n  Germany then?  

A. He was born  i n  Germany. The name is  German and Swiss and I 
d i d n ' t  know t h a t  u n t i l  Gladys and I r e g i s t e r e d  i n  a  Geneva h o t e l  and 
t h e  innkeeper  s a i d ,  "Do you know what your name means?" And 1 s a i d ,  
"I h a v e n ' t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i d e a ,  I never  thought  about  it  ." He s a i d ,  
I t  That  means a  r o o f i n g  t i l e  maker. A man t h a t  makes r o o f i n g  t i le ."  
T h a t ' s  what i t  means. 

Q. T h a t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Did you e v e r  know your p a t e r n a l  o r  m a t e r n a l  
g r a n d p a r e n t s ?  

A. I knew my grandmother.  I n e v e r  knew my g r a n d f a t h e r .  And t h e r e  
were a  c o u p l e  of uncles--a coup le  of a u n t s ,  r a t h e r ,  whom I knew very  
s l i g h t l y .  My f a t h e r  and mother ,  moving around as much a s  t h e y  d i d ,  
we d i d n ' t  become deep ly  r o o t e d  a n y p l a c e  u n t i l  a f t e r  s h e  s a i d  she 
w a s n ' t  going t o  move anymore. 

Q.  Do you have any memories of S t .  Lou is  as a child--what it  was 
l i k e  then?  

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  o f  c o u r s e  we had s t ree t  c a r s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y ,  v e r y  few 
automobi les  i n  1908. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  my memory goes back of t h a t .  
There  were a l o t  o f  s t r e e t c a r s ,  h o r s e  and buggies .  S t .  Louis  w a s  
a much s m a l l e r  c i t y  t h a n  i t  i s  now. I d o n ' t  know what t h e  populatior-1 
was t h e n ,  b u t  i t  was a much s m a l l e r  c i t y .  

Q .  Did you g e t  a l l  of your  e a r l y  educ-ation i n  S t .  Lou is .  

A. 1 went t o  g rade  s c h o o l  and t o  high s c h o o l  i n  S t .  Lou is .  My h i g h  
s c h o o l  c a r e e r  was i n t e r r u p t e d .  See ,  by t h e  t ime  I g o t  t o  h i g h  s c h o o l  
I f e l t  I had t o  t r y  t o  h e l p  s u p p o r t  t h e  fami ly  and s o  a f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n  
from g r a d e  s c h o o l ,  I went d i r e c t l y  t o  h i g h  s c h o o l .  

Q.  What was t h e  name of t h e  h igh  school?  What a r e a  of S t .  Lou is  
was i t  i n ?  
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A. South  S t .  Lou is .  Oh, I c a n ' t  remember t h e  name of t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l .  
And I went one semes te r  and t h e n  f e l t  I ought t o  g e t  a  job working.  
So I s topped h i g h  s c h o o l ,  went t o  work f o r  a  y e a r  and a  h a l f ,  t h e n  
went back t o  h i g h  s c h o o l .  

Q .  What d i d  you do i n  t h a t  y e a r  and a  h a l f ?  

A. Year and a  h a l f ?  I worked f o r - - t h i s  was about  1914 j u s t  d u r i n g  
t h e  F i r s t  World War. I worked f o r  American Br idge  Co. 

Q.  What d i d  they  make? 

A .  Well ,  t h e y  o r i g i n a l l y  made b r i d g e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  and t h e y  d i d  f o r  
many y e a r s .  But  d u r i n g  t h e  war t h e y  had c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  t h e  government 
t o  make compartments f o r  o i l ,  i n  o i l  b e a r i n g  v e s s e l s ,  and I was i n  
t h e  s t o c k  room. I was one o f  s e v e r a l  peop le  i n  t h e  s t o c k  room. And 
when t h e y  needed something from d o w n s t a i r s ,  they would come up and 
p l a c e  an  o r d e r  and I ' d  f i l l  i t .  Each y e a r  we had t o  make an  i n v e n t o r y  
of a l l  t h e  s t u f f  t h a t  was t h e r e ,  a l l  t h e  s h e e t  m e t a l  and the  p l a t e s ,  
and a n g l e s ,  and a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  went w i t h  t h a t  f i r m .  And t h e n  I 
q u i t  a f t e r  a  y e a r  and a h a l f  and t r i e d  t o  go back t o  h i g h  s c h o o l .  
I thought  I cou ld  c o n t i n u e  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  and i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  by that: 
t i m e ,  I had dec ided  1 wanted t o  b e  a  m i n i s t e r .  I thought  I cou ld  
c o n t i n u e  h i g h  s c h o o l  and s t i l l  work, and very  f o o l i s h l y ,  1 took  a  
job a s  j a n i t o r  i n  t h e  church t o  which I belonged.  

Q. What church was t h a t ?  

A. Winnebago P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church. S t i l l  s t a n d i n g ,  s t i l l  o p e r a t i n g ,  
a l though  w i t h  a  v e r y  s m a l l  congrega t ion  now. But 1 found t h a t  was 
an  i m p o s s i b l e  combination.  Being j a n i t o r  of  t h e  church took  t o o  
much t ime  and I had very  l i t t l e  t ime  t o  s t u d y .  So a f t e r  about  a 
y e a r ,  I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  how long ,  a  y e a r  o r  a y e a r  and a  h a l f ,  
I q u i t  be ing  a j a n i t o r  and t r i e d  t o  go back t o  h igh  s c h o o l .  And, 
t h a t  d i d n ' t  work o u t  anymore. I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I had t o  g e t  a  job 
somewhere, s o  I go t  a  j o b ,  and jobs  were  h a r d  t o  f i n d  then .  I know 
what i t  means t o  be  unemployed, I know what i t  means t o  walk t h e  
s t r e e t s  look ing  f o r  jobs  because  I was a k i d  j u s t  do ing  t h a t .  J u s t  
a young k i d .  I g o t  a  job w i t h  Crane C o . ,  plumbing supp ly  makers, 
and worked f o r  them f o r  a  coup le  o f  y e a r s  and t h e n  went t o  work f o r  
a b rush  f a c t o r y .  They made hand b r u s h e s .  

Q .  What was t h e  name of t he  company? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  name of the  b r u s h  f a c t o r y .  

Q .  I t  w a s n ' t  F u l l e r  Brush? 

A. No, no,  no .  But my job was one of t h e  l e s s  a g r e e a b l e  j o b s .  My 
job was t o  wash t h e  t a i l s  and manes of h o r s e s ,  (1-aughs) f o r  they 
made b r u s h e s  o u t  of them. And I remember t h e  day t h e  manager took  
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me down t o  t h e  basement,  a lmost  a s  b i g  a  basement as I have down 
h e r e ,  and h e  said--and i t  was packed f u l l  of  bags o r  h o r s e s '  t a i l s  
and manes--he s a i d ,  "Now your  job i s  t o  wash and t o  c l e a n ,  d r y  and 
c u t ,  whatever  you f i n d  i n  t h e s e  bags ."  Which, a s  you can w e l l  
imagine,  i s  n o t  a  ve ry  t a s t e f u l  job .  

Q.  What k i n d  of s o l u t i o n  d i d  you wash them i n ?  

A.  I n  t h e  s i n k ,  a n  o r d i n a r y  k i t c h e n  s i n k .  

Q .  I mean what s o l u t i o n  d i d  you use?  

A .  Water.  

Q.  J u s t  w a t e r .  And t h e n  d i d  you have t o  d r y  them o u t s i d e ?  

A. I d r i e d  them o u t s i d e  and when they  were d r y  I c u t  them i n  c e r t a i n  
l e n g t h s  t h a t  they  would use  i n  making b r u s h e s .  Then, a t  one p o i n t ,  
1 dec ided  t h a t  i f  I was e v e r  going t o  go . . . by t h a t  t ime  I had 
dec ided  t o  go i n t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  . . . 

Q.  What made you d e c i d e  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  from t h e  t ime  I was a  ve ry  young c h i l d  my mother ,  who was 
n o t  a  church member a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  r a r e l y  went t o  church ,  saw t h a t  
my s i s t e r  and I d i d  go t o  church ,  and t h e  n e a r e s t  church was t h i s  
Winnebago P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church. And my Sunday School  t e a c h e r  was a 
woman who t a u g h t  a  c l a s s ,  t h e  c l a s s  t h a t  I was i n ,  from t h e  t ime  . . . 
what would amount t o  t h e  primary depar tment  t o  h i g h  s c h o o l .  Now 
t h a t ' s  a n  unorthodox e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n  today ,  you know. And s h e  was 
one o f  t h e  two v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  pe rsons  i n  my l i f e ,  s o  f a r  a s  becoming 
a  C h r i s t i a n  and going i n t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  was concerned.  

Q.  What was h e r  name? 

A. A l i c e  P i c k l e s ,  of a l l  names, A l i c e  P i c k l e s .  A s i n g l e  woman who 
worked i n  what was t h e n  t h e  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank of S t .  Louis .  1 
d o n ' t  even remember h e r  s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g  about  my becoming a  church 
member, b u t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  h e r  l i f e  was v e r y ,  ve ry  fo rmat ive  i n  
my l i f e .  Someplace around h e r e  1 have t h e  New Testament which s h e  
gave m e ,  which she gave h e r  Sunday School  c l a s s ,  i n  1915--19--well, 
whatever  i t  was, i t  d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r .  And t h e n  we had a  r e v i v a l  s e r v i c e  
i n  t h e  Winnebago Church. It was a  very  c o n s e r v a t i v e  church.  And 
a t  t h a t  t i m e  I went forward and became a church member. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
t h a t  I knew v e r y  much about  what I was do ing .  The m i n i s t e r  of t h a t  
church ,  I ' m  so r ry  t o  s a y ,  was n o t  a f o r m a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  i n  my C h r i s t i a n  
l i f e  a t  a l l .  H e  was a n  honorab le  man. H e  was a  w e l l  meaning man. 
But a n  i n e f f e c t u a l  man, a l though  h e  was p a s t o r  of t h a t  church f o r  
some 40 y e a r s ,  I t h i n k .  Wel l ,  t o  go back,  I r e a l i z e d  a s  I was 
working,  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i f  I was e v e r  going t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  . . . 
and I was very  a c t i v e  i n  what was t h e n  c a l l e d  C h r i s t i a n  Endeavor . . . 
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Q. That  was t h e  young p e o p l e ' s  group? 

A.  Young p e o p l e ' s  group--a world  wide C h r i s t i a n  Endeavor o r g a n i z a t i o n  
which s t i l l .  e x i s t s  b u t  i t  is  n o t  ve ry  s t r o n g .  I was v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  
t h a t  and peop le  encouraged me t o  go i n t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  ( chuck les )  
The one m i n i s t e r  whose p reach ing  i n f l u e n c e d  me t o  go i n t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  
was t h e  m i n i s t e r  of a  church i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of S t .  Louis  who 
was l a t e r  de f rocked .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q. Why was h e  de f rocked?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember why, b u t  1 j u s t  remember t h a t  h e  w a s .  I r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  i f  I was e v e r  going t o  go i n t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  I needed a n  e d u c a t i o n ,  
I needed t o  f i n i s h  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  1 needed t o  go t o  c o l l e g e .  Well ,  I ' d  
had what amounted t o  about  a  y e a r  and a  h a l f  of h igh  school--about a 
y e a r  of h i g h  s c h o o l .  Somebody t o l d  me about  Park  Col lege ,  P a r k v i l l e ,  
M i s s o u r i ,  which was a  work-plan s c h o o l .  Everyone worked 21 h o u r s  a 
week and got  a c r e d i t  f o r  35c a n  hour--a f i n a n c i a l  c r e d i t .  Well ,  I 
o f t e n  worked a s  much as 35 and 40 h o u r s  a week i n  o r d e r  t o  make up a 
l i t t l e  more because  my mother had no money w i t h  which t o  s a v e  f o r  a n  
e d u c a t i o n .  1 g o t  a  l o a n  from t h e  c o l l e g e .  The Board of C h r i s t i a n  
Educat ion a t  t h a t  t ime gave a g r a n t  t o  s t u d e n t s  who c o u l d n ' t  a f f o r d  
t o  go on t h e i r  own. 

Q .  How o l d  were you a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Wel l ,  I must have been--see I gradua ted  from Park  i n  1925 and I 
was the re - - I  was 1 9  y e a r s  o l d  when I went i n t o  what was t h e n  t h e  
academy, t h a t ' s  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  of a  h i g h  s c h o o l .  And t h i n g s  were  s o  
a r r a n g e d  t h a t  1 cou ld  t a k e  some freshman work. So i n  t h e  s i x  y e a r s  
1 was a t  Park  I f i n i s h e d  my h i g h  s c h o o l  and a l s o  my c o l l e g e  work. 
Graduated i n  1925. Park  f e l l  upon bad days .  For one t h i n g ,  i t  gave 
up t h e  work p l a n ,  gave up t h e  one d i s t i n c t i v e  t h i n g  i t  had.  You can 
put  your  f i n g e r  down on t h e  map of Missour i ,  Ohio, I l l i n o i s  and I n d i a n a  
and a lmost  any p l a c e  you p u t  your  f i n g e r ,  y o u ' r e  going t o  f i n d  a c o l l e g e ,  
you know t h a t .  And Park--when Park  gave up i t s  work p l a n  which Blackburn 
Col lege  s t i l l  re ta ins - -Park  become j u s t  a n o t h e r  l i b e r a l  arts col lege--a  
s m a l l ,  denomina t iona l ,  l i b e r a l  a r t s  c o l l e g e .  They r a n  i n t o  a l l  k i n d s  
of f i n a n c i a l  t r o u b l e  and f i n a l l y  s o l d  o u t  t o  the Church of t h e  L a t t e r  
Day S a i n t s  which now owns and o p e r a t e s  i t .  

Q. Is i t  s t i l l  c a l l e d  Park  Col lege .  

A. S t i l l  c a l l e d  Park ,  b u t  has  no r e l a t i o n  whatever  t o  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
Church anymore. 

Q.  Oh, i t  had a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. Oh y e s ,  i t  was one of t h e  recognized  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C o l l e g e s .  

Q .  But i t  w a s  j u s t  a c o l l e g e .  A f t e r  t h a t  d i d  you go on t o  t h e  seminary? 
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A. Y e s .  Tn 1925 I gradua ted  and t h a t ' s  where 1 m e t  Gladys.  And s h c  
g radua ted  i n  1926. I went t o  seminary and i n  1927 we were mar r ied .  
I g radua ted  from seminary i n  1928 and e n t e r e d  my f i r s t  p a s t o r a t e .  

Q. What seminary d i d  you go t o ?  

Q .  And t h i s  was i n  Chicago? 

A. Y e s .  

Q.  Then you l i v e d  i n  Chicago Eor two y e a r s .  

A. No, we l i v e d  i n  Chicago f o r  o n l y  one y e a r .  We were  mar r ied  i n  
1927, i n  June  of 1927 and I gradua ted  i n  May of 1928, so  i t  was j u s t  
one y e a r .  We l i v e d  i n  a l i t t l e  apar tment  . . . 
Q. But d i d  you n o t  have a y e a r  t h e r e  b e f o r e ?  You had two y e a r s  i n  
seminary . . . 
A. I had two y e a r s  b e f o r e  i n  seminary,  y e s ,  i n  Chicago. Gladys took  
c l a s s e s  w i t h  m e  and t h o s e  were t h e  days when c o l l e g e  o r  seminary 
a u t h o r i t i e s  frowned upon women b e i n g  t h e r e  a t  a l l ,  and frowned upon 
t h e  s t u d e n t  b e i n g  mar r ied .  

Q.  I can s e e  t h a t .  

A. And frowned upon women b e i n g  i n  c l a s s e s ,  b u t  women went t o  c l . a s s e s ,  
and Gladys was i n  c l a s s e s .  

Q. She was a m i n o r i t y ,  n o  doubt?  

A. Oh, yes--oh, yes .  But w h i l e  1 was a t  seminary I d i d  a  l o t  of 
p reach ing  a t  l i t t l e  c o u n t r y  churches--go ou t  on Sa tu rday  n i g h t  o r  on 
Sunday. I o f t e n  wonder what peop le  thought  t h e y  were  g e t t i n g  from 
what amounted t o  a freshman i n  c o l l e g e .  

Q.  Th is  was a  two y e a r  t r a i n i n g  seminary a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, i t  was t h r e e  y e a r s .  I went i n  i n  1925 and g radua ted  i n  1928. 
And t h e n  T s e r v e d  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  l i t t l e  churches  t h a t  were  w i t h i n  reach  
of Park Col lege .  Park C o l l e g e  i s  1 2  m i l e s  from Kansas C i t y .  The r a i l -  
road  r a n  r i g h t  a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  c o l l e g e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h o s e  were  t h e  
days  when r a i l r o a d s  ran and I would t a k e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  wherever I was 
going.  O r  t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  f a c i l i t y  a v a i l a b l e - - t h e  e l e c t r i c  i n t e r -  
urban--and I cou ld  g e t  t o  t h e  i n t e r - u r b a n  and go wherever I was p reach ing .  

Q.  Now were you p reach ing  when you were  going t o  Park  Col lege?  

A. U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  f o r  some churches ,  I was, yes .  ( l a u g h t e r )  
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Q. You d i d  t h a t  i n  your  undergradua te  y e a r s  i n  a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  r e l a t e d  
c o l l e g e .  Did you a l s o  do t h i s  w h i l e  you were a t  McCormick? 

A. I d i d  some preach ing  w h i l e  T was a t  McCormick, b u t  t h e  l o a d  a t  
McCormick was much different--much heavier- than t h e  l o a d  a t  c o l l e g e .  
1 was a s s i s t a n t  manager a t  t h e  book s t o r e ,  seminary book s t o r e ,  f o r  
one y e a r  and t h e n  manager of t h e  hook s t o r e  f o r  t h e  second y e a r ,  s o  
I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have t ime  t o  do v e r y  much preach ing .  Every once i n  
a w h i l e  t h e y ' d  need a  seminary s t u d e n t  t o  come and preach f o r  them, 
s o  I ' d  go. 

Q. But you knew, w h i l e  you were i n  Park  Col lege ,  you were b e i n g  
t r a i n e d  toward t h e  min i s  t r y  then .  

A. Yes. 

Q .  So your  c o u r s e s  and t h i n g s  would he1.p you t o  do t h i s  . . . 
A. W e l l ,  i t  was a t y p i c a l  l i b e r a l  a r t s  c u r r i c u l u m ,  and you majored 
i n  whatever  f i e l d  you thought  you wanted t o  g e t  i n t o .  I majored i n  
phi losophy and h i s t o r y .  I d i d n ' t  major i n  B i b l e  because  we had a 
v e r y  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t i c  B i b l e  t e a c h e r .  By t h a t  t ime I j u s t  had come 
t o  t h e  p o i n t  where I w a s n ' t  a f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  and s o  I d i d n ' t  want 
any of t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h a t  s o r t .  

Q. Did you have any f a v o r i t e  p r o f e s s o r s  a t  McCormick o r  a t  P a r k  
Col lege  who i n £  luenced  you? 

A. Yes, a women, Mary H a r r i s o n ,  was t h e  dean of t h e  c o l l e g e  . . . 

Q .  A t  Pa rk?  

A. A t  Park.  Many, many t imes  I became v e r y  discouraged--for  two 
r e a s o n s .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  because  of t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  which 
my mother found h e r s e l f  . . . my s i s t e r  i n  t h e  meantime had gone t o  
work, you s e e ,  f o r  t h e  S t .  Louis  C l e a r i n g  House which was a c l e a r i n g  
house  f o r  checks  from banks . . . b u t  I f e l t  v e r y  d i scouraged  many 
t imes  because  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l .  c o n d i t i o n  i n  which my mother found 
h e r s e l f  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I o f t e n  d i d n ' t  have very  much money. 
F o r t u n a t e l y ,  I c o u l d n ' t  have s p e n t  ve ry  much i n  P a r k v i l l e ,  anyway. 
P a r k v i l l e  w a s  a  town of about  1200, so  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  much--there 
w a s n ' t  any way t o  squander  your money. It was t o o  expens ive  t o  go 
i n t o  Kansas C i t y .  Kids nowadays wouldn ' t  unders tand  t h a t ,  b u t  I 
unders tood  i t .  1 ' d  preach on Sunday from t ime t o  t ime  whenever I 
had an  o p p o r t u n i t y  and t h a t  he lped  me pay back my l o a n  t o  t h e  c o l l e g e .  

Q. Mary H a r r i s o n  encouraged you . . . 
A .  Oh, Mary H a r r i s o n  was t h e  P r i n c i p a l  of t h e  Academy. Mary H a r r i s o n ,  
b l e s s  her  h e a r t ,  I d o n ' t  know how s h e  knew I was d i scouraged  abou t  my 
grades  and d i scouraged  abou t  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  Mary H a r r i s o n ,  
every  once i n  a w h i l e ,  would c a l l  m e  i n t o  h e r  o f f i c e  and t a l k  t o  m e .  
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And s h e  gave me more encouragement t h a n  anybody e l s e .  I had a phi- 
losophy p r o f e s s o r ,  whose name I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of f o r  t h e  moment, who 
had a  g r e a t  i n f l u e n c e  over  me--a f i n e  unders tand ing  person.  I t h i n k  
I enjoyed a lmost  a l l  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  I had i n  c o l l e g e .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any g r e a t  t h e o l o g i a n s  a t  McCormick a t  t h e  t ime  you 
were there--famous ones?  

A .  A t  McCormick a t  t h a t  t ime? Yes, t h e  g r e a t e s t  of t h e  t h e o l o g i a n s  
was an  Old Testament scholar- -oh,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  h i s  name a t  t h e  
moment, it'll come back t o  me--he'd come o v e r  h e r e  from Greece and 
was a n  Old Testament s c h o l a r  and t augh t  hermeneut ics  which is . . . 
Q.  Taught what? 

A. H e r m e n e u t i . ~ ~ ,  which is t h e  s t u d y  of who wro te  t h e  books and when. 
I wish  I cou ld  remember h i s  name o f f  hand,  I c a n ' t .  

Q.  We'll put  i t  i.n l a t e r .  

A. Yes. There  is a  g r e a t  s t o r y  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  him and h e  t o l d  
i t  on h i m s e l f .  When h e  came t o  Chicago t o  be  t aken  under c a r e  of 
P r e s b y t e r y  t h e  Chicago P r e s b y t e r y  was d i v i d e d  between t h e  fundamen- 
t a l i s t s  and what t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e  l i b e r a l s .  And t h e  poor c a n d i d a t e  
f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  was caught  i n  t h e  middle .  He was asked . . . Andrew 
Zenos, was t h e  name . . . Andrew Zenos--Z-E-N-0-S. T have a d i c t i o n a r y  
over the re - - tha t  b i g  t h i r k  book, b l u e  book--he he lped  w r i t e .  He was 
asked,  " M r .  Zenos, do you b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  v i r g i n  b i r t h ? "  And D r .  Zenos 
s a y s  t h a t  a s  a boy,  a young man, h e  s a i d ,  "Yes, S i r .  But remember 
t h a t ' s  my y e s ,  n o t  yours . ' '  ( l a u g h t e r )  I t h i n k  t h a t  was a  p r i c e l e s s  
rep1  y  . 
I t h i n k  R. Worth Frank,  who w a s  t h e  p r o f e s s o r  of phi losophy and psy- 
chology,  was t h e  most o u t s t a n d i n g  t e a c h e r  t h a t  I e v e r  had i n  McCormick. 
We remained v e r y  f a s t ,  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  a l l  th rough- -un t i l  h e  d i e d ,  t e n  
y e a r s  ago.  Be s e r v e d  on t h e  Permanent J u d i c i a l  Commission when I was 
on i t .  

Q. On what commission? 

A. The Permanent J u d i c i a l  Commission of t h e  General  Assembly. That 
is t h e  supreme c o u r t  o f  t h e  church.  I f  a  case--I 'm t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  
of an  i l l u s t r a t i o n - - i f  a  S e s s i o n  had t r o u b l e  w i t h  i t s  m i n i s t e r  and 
t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  d i s s o l v e s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and t h e  m i n i s t e r  wants  t o  
a p p e a l  i t ,  h e  a p p e a l s  i t  t o  t h e  Synod. I f  h e  i s n ' t  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  
t h e  Synod d e c i s i o n ,  h e  a p p e a l s  i t  t o  t h e  Permanent J u d i c i a l  Commission 
of t h e  General  Assembly. And t h a t ' s  a s  f a r  a s  i t  can go. T h a t ' s  
made up of 1 5  persons--e ight  laymen and seven  clergymen t h a t  s e r v e  
f o r  a  t e r m  o f  s i x  y e a r s .  

Q.  How l o n g  d i d  you s e r v e  on t h a t ?  
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A. I s e r v e d  f o r  s i x  years--two t h r e e - y e a r  terms.  

Q.  Were t h e r e  any famous c a s e s  a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  t h e r e  were  any famous ones .  I remember one 
c a s e ,  and I c a n ' t  remember t h e  names--but t h e  case was b rought  t o  t h e  
Permanent J u d i c i a l  Commission by a  m i n i s t e r  who c la imed t h a t  t h e  church 
t h a t  h e  had s e r v e d  had n o t  p a i d  him t h e  proper--the s a l a r y  he  was 
supposed t o  have been p a i d .  It had gone t o  P r e s b y t e r y  and P r e s b y t e r y  
had s u s t a i n e d  t h e  church and had gone on t o  Synod and Synod had sus-  
t a i n e d  t h e  church ,  and gone t o  t h e  Permanent J u d i c i a l  Commission o f  
General  Assembly. I d o n ' t  remember what t h e  amount o f  money was, 
b u t  i t  was oh,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  $300 t o  $500, something l i k e  t h a t .  And 
a f t e r  we'd made our  d e c i s i o n  i n  f a v o r  of t h e  clergyman, someone said--  
I was s t a n d i n g  w i t h  two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  members of t h e  Commission--and 
someone s a i d ,  " I s n ' t  i t  a n  awful  l o t  of wasted t ime t o  spend a s  much 
t ime  a s  you have t o  spend on t h e s e  c a s e s  and t h e n  have s o  l i t t l e  
money invo lved?"  I s h a l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  what one of t h e  laymen s a i d  
who is t h e  s u p e r i o r  judge ,  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  judge of t h e  S u p e r i o r  Court  
of Los Angeles.  He s a i d ,  "Well, t h e  amount of money invo lved  may b e  
a v e r y  l i t t l e  t h i n g  b u t  j u s t i c e  is  never  a l i t t l e  th ing . "  

Q .  E x c e l l e n t .  

A. I ' v e  never  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t .  

Q .  I know t h a t  you have some thoughts ,  D r .  Z i e g l e r ,  on t h e  theology 
t h a t  you l e a r n e d  and t h e  d i f f e r e n t  k ind  of t r a i n i n g  young m i n i s t e r s  
a r e  now g e t t i n g .  Could you t e l l  us  a  l i t t l e  b i t  about  your f e e l i n g s  
on t h a t ?  

A.  O f  c o u r s e ,  I am n o t  i n  ve ry  c l o s e  touch w i t h  t h e  k i n d  o f  t r a i n i n g  
t h e y  a r e  now g e t t i n g .  The on ly  way I know what they  are g e t t i n g  now 
i s  through t h e  a s s o c i a t e s  and a s s i s t a n t s  we've had i n  Westminster .  

Q .  Would you s a y  t h e i r s  was a c l a s s i c a l  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. 1 t h i n k  i t  is  a  more thorough t h e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  than we e v e r  
g o t .  I f  they w i l l  work a s  h a r d  a s  t h e y  ought t o  work, t h e y  w i l l  g e t  
a  much b e t t e r  t h e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  t h a n  we e v e r  g o t .  

Q.  Are they i n  s c h o o l  l o n g e r  now? 

A. No, i t ' s  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

Q. S t i l l  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

A. For y e a r s  t h e s e  h a s  been a  movement t o  make it f o u r  y e a r s ,  b u t  
t h a t  h a s  never  succeeded.  I t h i n k  i t  might we l l  be f o u r  y e a r s .  I n  
f a c t  f o r  some i t  is .  You s e e ,  some of them go f o r  two y e a r s  and t h e n  
they  t a k e  a y e a r  of i n t e r n s h i p  somewhere, and t h e n  t h e y  go back f o r  
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t h e  f i n a l  y e a r  which i s  a  good p l a n ,  i f  you can a f f o r d  i t .  Some of 
them c a n ' t  a f f o r d  t h a t .  A s  you know, Gregg Dana had t r a i n i n g  i n  a  
h o s p i t a l .  Wel l ,  t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g  j u s t  d i d n ' t  e x i s t  i n  t h e  day i n  
which I . . . t h i s  sounds r i d i c u l o u s ,  b u t  t h e  o n l y  p a s t o r a l  c o u n s e l l i n g  
t h a t  I can remember n o t h i n g  was e v e r  s a i d  about  b e d s i d e  manner, abou t  
how you comfort  peop le ,  about  counse l l ing- - the re  was no such t h i n g  
a s  a  c o u r s e  i n  c o u n s e l l i n g .  1 remember one day t h e  p rofessor - - I ' ve  
f o r g o t t e n  h i s  name--i t 's  a  good t h i n g  I have--in t h e  course  of a  
l e c t u r e  on p a s t o r a l  theo logy ,  s a i d ,  "The one t h i n g  you must watch . . . 
Q. What was t h e  c o u r s e  a g a i n ?  

A. P a s t o r a l  theo logy .  "The one t h i n g  you must watch i s  t o  have your  
w i f e  l o o k  a t  your  c o l l a r ,  your  s h i r t  c o l l a r ,  every  Sunday morning 
( l a u g h s )  b e f o r e  you go t o  church t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  is  n o t  b lood on 
i t  from h a v i n g  n icked  your neck." ( l a u g h t e r )  Wasn't t h a t  ve ry  
h e l p f u l ?  You s e e ,  t h e r e  was no such  t h i n g  a s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  Cregg had.  

Q .  He took  t r a i n i n g  i n  a  h o s p i t a l .  

A .  Yes,  and t h e r e  a r e  c o u r s e s  i n  c o u n s e l l i n g  t h a t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  e x i s t  
i n  my day.  The on ly  way I 1-earned about  c o u n s e l l i n g  was from seminars  
and confe rences  t h a t  I went t o ,  r e a d i n g  books,  and j u s t  human e x p e r i e n c e .  

Q. Would you s a y  t h a t  i n  t h e s e  days  when we have s o  many s p e c i a l i s t s - -  
p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and p s y c h i a t r i s t s - - t h a t  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  m i n i s t e r  i s  
changing o r  t h a t  t h e y  t e n d  t o  send peop le  t o  s p e c i a l i s t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
do i t  themselves  as t h e y  used t o ?  Do you s e e  t h i s  as a good movement? 

A. I t h i n k  much depends upon t h e  m i n i s t e r .  T h i s  is  n o t  t o  say  i t  i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  anybody a t  Westminster  a t  a l l ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  some m i n i s t e r s  
who draw peop le  t o  them when they  a r e  i n  t r o u b l e .  They go t o  J o e  Brown 
when t h e y  a r e  i n  t r o u b l e .  They wouldn ' t  go t o  J i m  Smith.  Now J i m  Smith 
may b e  a  g r e a t  p r e a c h e r ,  may be  a  b e t t e r  p reacher  than  J o e  Brown, b u t  
t h e r e  i s  something about  J o e  Brown t h a t  draws them t o  him when t h e y  
a r e  i n  d i f f i c u l t y .  

Q.  I t  comes down t o  a b a s i c  p e r s o n a l i t y  t y p e  t h e n  . . . t h a t  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  . . . 
A. Yes. And, of c o u r s e ,  it  depends,  t o o ,  upon t h e  impress ion  a 
m i n i s t e r  g i v e s  concern ing  h i s  own i n t e r e s t  i n  people--his concern f o r  
peop le .  L s h a l l  never  f o r g e t  t h e  exper ience  I had y e a r s  ago.  1 was 
i n  a  mee t ing  of t h e  Synod when t h e  Synod was much smaller t h a n  i t  is 
now. We were s i t t i n g  a t  lunch and a  young man was s i t t i n g  n e x t  t o  
me whom I d i d  n o t  know, b u t  I knew how l o n g  h e  had been i n  h i s  church.  
And h e  s a i d ,  " D r .  Z i e g l e r ,  t h e r e  is  on ly  one t h i n g  about  t h e  p a s t o r a t e  
I d o n ' t  l i k e . "  Wel l ,  I thought p r e p a r i n g ,  w r i t i n g  sermons, o r  p a s t o r a l  
c a l l i n g ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n - - a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is  something t h a t  a l o t  of 
m i n i s t e r s  d o n ' t  l i k e .  I thought  t h a t  w a s  maybe what was bugging him. 
I s a i d ,  "Well, what b o t h e r s  you?'1 He s a i d ,  "People!" 






























































































