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P r e f a c e  

T h i s  manuscr ip t  i s  t h e  p roduc t  of a  t a p e  recorded  i n t e r v i e w  conducted 
by M a r j o r i e  Tay lor  f o r  t h e  Ora l  d i s t o r y  O f f i c e  of Sangamon S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  January 1974.  T,inda J e t t  t r a n s c r i b e d  t h e  t a p e  and 
M s .  Tay lor  e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Keina S. Yowell c u r r e n t l y  l i v e s  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  I l l i n o i s .  Her g r e a t -  
g r a n d f a t h e r ,  Henry H a l l ,  founded V i r g i n i a ,  I l l i n o i s  and named i t  a f t e r  
t h e  s t a t e  i n  which h i s  w i f e  was born .  M s .  Yowell and M s .  Tay lor  a r e n o t  
r e l a t e d .  Th is  memoir i s  a  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  and of l i f e  
i n  V i r g i n i a ,  I l l i n o i s  a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y .  

Keaders of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir shou ld  b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a  
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n f o r m a l ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
i n h e r e n t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l .  s o u r c e s .  Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  n o t  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy  of t h e  memoir, n o r  f o r  v iews 
expressed  t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  judge.  

'l'he manuscr ip t  may be  r e a d ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  be  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechan ica l ,  
w i t h o u t  pe rmiss ion  i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  Sangarnon 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s  62708. 



Keina Yowell, January  25, 1974,  V i r g i n i a ,  I l l i n o i s .  

M a r j o r i e  Tay lor ,  I n t e r v i e w e r .  

A: Keina S. Yowell, 242 West Beardstown S t r e e t ,  V i r g i n i a ,  I l l i n o i s .  

: And the names of your p a r e n t s  p l e a s e .  

A: William and Rober ta  S t r i b l i n g .  

Q: And Miss Rober ta  S t r i b l i n g  was t h e  granddaughter  of Henry H a l l .  

A: O f  Henry H a l l ,  yes .  

q:  And who was Henry H a l l ?  

A :  Henry H a l l  was a founder  of V i r g i n i a .  And i t  w a s  named f o r  t h e  s t a t e  
of V i r g i n i a  where h i s  w i f e  came from. 

: And what was h e r  name? Was i t  Ann? 

A: Yes. 

: P i t t .  I s n ' t  t h e r e  a s t r e e t  h e r e  i n  town named f o r  h e r ,  P i t t  S t r e e t ?  

A: I d o n ' t  know. B u t  h e r  name i s  . . . 
: Oh, i t  is. Well, we won't  worry a b o u t  her name. 

A: No. But h e  came from I r e l a n d  and he wanted t o  c a l l  i t  H a l l v i l l e .  
But  she d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h a t  name and s h e  came frorn t h e  s t a t e  of V i r g i n i a .  
So s h e  wanted i t  named V i r g i n i a  and t h a t  w a s  how i t  g o t  named. 

Q: Well ,  t h e  lady won t h e  argument. 

A: Yes. ( l a u g h t e r )  

: Now, how many c h i l d r e n  d i d  they  have who were born i n  V i r g i n i a ,  
I l l i n o i s ?  

A: Well, my g r a n d f a t h e r  was the o n l y  one born h e r e .  The o the r s  w e r e  
born  down i n  the s t a t e  of V i r g i n i a .  

Q: What was h i s  name? 



A: H i s  name was Henry. 

: No, your g r a n d f a t h e r .  

A:  Oh, Robert  H a l l .  

: Robert  Ha l l .  Now, do you know any th ing  about  how they  t r a v e l e d  when 
t h e y  came t o  Cass county? 

A :  Well, t h e y  came by b o a t  from P h i l a d e l p h i a  down t o  Beardstown. And 
t h e n  t h e y  came by wagon, I imagine. He came f i r s t .  And t h e n  he rode  
horseback  and h e  t r a v e l e d  up and down a l l  over  Cass County and up t o  
S p r i n g f i e l d .  And h e  a t  last  found t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  he  wanted 
t u  l o c a t e .  

: Why d i d  he s e l e c t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t i o n  of I l l i n o i s  o r i g i n a l l y ,  d o  
you know the  answer? 

A :  I d o n ' t  know. But he j u s t  decided t h a t  he  wanted t o  come t o  I l l i n o i s  
and he  came by boa t  down from P h i l a d e l p h i a  down t o ,  1 guess  he went up 
from V i r g i n i a  up t o  c a t c h  t h e  boa t .  And t h e n  h e  came on t o  Beardstown 
and . . . 
Q: Do you know if h e  had any correspondence w i t h  Archibald  Job b e f o r e  he  
came h e r e ?  Now M r .  G r i d l e y  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  correspondence between 
t h o s e  two men d u r i n g  t h e  t ime  D r .  H a l l  went back t o  V i r g i n i a  t o  g e t  h i s  
f a m i l y .  

A: Give m e  t h a t  book. 

Q: Well ,  no. I want t o  know what you remember not  w h a t ' s  i n  t h e  book. 

A: No, seems t o  m e  l i k e  t h a t  t h e r e  was something but  1 wouldn ' t  know. 
And 1 d o n ' t  know t h a t  he  cou ld  have r e a l l y  have corresponded w i t h  him. 

Q: You mean t h e  mai l  was s o  u n c e r t a i n ?  

A: Y e s .  

Q: T h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  Now you remember your g r a n d f a t h e r  though? 

A: Oh, my goodness,  yes.  I ' v e  c u t  t h i s  p i c t u r e  ou t  and I wish I had 
some Inore j u s t  l i k e  i t .  It w a s  i n  the G a z e t t e  l a s t  week. 

Q: Well, now d i d  h e  bu i ld - - th i s  i s  t h e  p i c t u r e  i n  f r o n t  of h i s  home. 

A: Yes, yes.  

: Now i s  t h e  p l a c e  where Richard M i l l s  l i v e s  now? 

A: Yes. The one where F lo rence  Yaple l i v e d ,  t h o s e  two houses  were j u s t  
e x a c t l y  a l i k e  when they  were b u i l t  and t h e n  . . . 



Keina Yowell 

q :  Who b u i l t  them, do you know? 

A: . . . W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h e y  were two d i f f e r e n t  men, two d i f f e r e n t  
c a r p e n t e r s  b u i l t  them. But t h e y  were h i l t  j u s t  a l i k e .  Well, who w a s  
i t ?  M r .  Conover, I g u e s s  was i t .  

Q: Well, now somebody t o l d  m e  they  thought  a M r .  Keed and a  M r .  Bar ton 
had b u i l t  them and t h e y  were brother ' s - in- law.  Do you know a n y t h i n g  
about  t h a t ?  

A: L d o n ' t  know about  t h a t .  

: And t h a t  would b e  b e f o r e  M r .  conover ' s  time. You mean F l o r e n c e ' s  
f a t h e r ?  1 d o n ' t  know--Well, t h a t ' s  b e s i d e s  t h e  p o i n t .  I want you t o  t e l l  
m e  what you remember about  t h e  house when they  l i v e d  t h e r e .  

A: The houses  were b u i l t  j u s t  e x a c t l y  a l i k e .  But each one a f t e r  t h e y  
l i v e d  i n  them--well, t h e y  changed t h e  i n s i d e  of them. But f o r  a long 
time--well, t h e  o u t s i d e ,  I t h i n k ,  porches  and a l l  were always l e f t  t h e  
same. But of c o u r s e ,  Richard had--well, my grandmother,  my 
s tepgrandmother  changed t h e  i n s i d e  a l i t t l e  b i t .  And t h e n  s i n c e  
R i c h a r d ' s  been t h e r e ,  why t h e y ' v e  changed q u i t e  a l i t t l e  b i t  i n s i d e .  

: Is t h e  house s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  i n  V i r g i n i a  where your g r a n d f a t h e r  was 
born? 

A: No.   hat's down where--is i t  Murie l  Dodds, r i g h t  back of R o s s i ' s  
r e s t a u r a n t ?  

Q: Frances.  

A: Frances Dodds. You know, t h a t ' s  t o r n  down. 

: That w a s  t h e  house t h e n ?  

A: The house t h a t  was t h e r e  was a  s t o r y  and a h a l f ,  r ed  house and i t ' s  
been torn  down and t h i s  o t h e r  one put  up. 

: Well,  bu t  you always remember your Grandfa ther  H a l l  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  
house  down t h e r e  on Cass S t r e e t ?  

A: Y e s .  

: Was your g r a n d f a t h e r  much of a t a l k e r ?  

A: Well, yes  i n  a way. O f  c o u r s e ,  he  l i k e s  t o  t a l k  about  h i s  farm and 
an imals  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  But s t i l l  he was a n i c e  pe rson  t o  be 
around. 

: Did he r a i s e  l i v e s t o c k  on t h e  farm? 

A: Oh, yes .  



Keina Yowell 

: And what k ind?  

A:  Oh, t h e r e  were c a t t l e  and hogs and he had a l o t  of horses .  

: Oh, h e  d i d .  Where would h e  s e l l  t h e  c a t t l e ?  

A: Well, I j u s t  d o n ' t  know. 

4: I wondered i f  they used t h e  Chicago market a t  t h a t  t ime.  

A: I have no i d e a .  

0:  Can you remember about  some of t h e  t h i n g s  he t a l k e d  about?  Did he 
t a l k  abou t  h i s  f a t h e r  much? 

A: No, I d o n ' t  remember h e a r i n g  him t a l k  much about him. 

Q: But now he p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h a t  s t e a l  of t h e  cour thouse  r e c o r d s  
d i d n ' t  he? 

A: H e  went i n  t o  Beardstown and brought  them back up h e r e  and go t  them 
back i n t o  t h e  cour thouse  because  h i s  f a t h e r  had b u i l t  t h e  cour thouse .  
And t h e n  i t  burned down. And t h e n  when they  were going to b r i n g  them 
back,  why he went down I t h i n k  wi th  a wagon and team came back wi th  t h e  
men. I don' t know who t h e y  were. 

Q: Do you know any of t h e  o t h e r s  who were a long?  

A:  No, I d o n ' t  remember them. 

Q: Was t h i s  down a t  dayt ime o r  a t  n i g h t ?  

A: In t h e  daytime. 

Q: Oh, it was. 

A: T h a t ' s  what I was t o l d .  

Q: Well ,  I somehow had t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e y  s l i p p e d  around and d i d  
i t  a t  n i g h t  s o  no one knew about  i t .  

A :  Well, t h e y  might have b u t  I j u s t  assumed , . . Rut when he  made up 
h i s  mind he  was going t o  do a n y t h i n g ,  he was going t o  do i t .  ( l a u g h t e r )  
J u s t  l i k e  I am.  T h a t ' s  t h e  I r i s h  i n  m e  t h a t  once i n  a w h i l e  t h a t  f l i e s  
o u t .  

0: And he  w a s  one of t h o s e  who helped move t h e s e  r e c o r d s  back. 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Now, d i d  they b r i n g  f u r n i t u r e  t o o  o r  just r e c o r d s ?  

A: I t h i n k  j u s t  r e c o r d s ,  t h i s  i s  as  I remember it j u s t  t h e  r e c o r d s  
because  . . . 
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: Did he  speak about  i t  v e r y  o f t e n ?  

A: Well, n o t  very o f t e n .  No. You had t o  ask him. 

Q:  Oh, you d i d .  

A:  Oh, yes.  There  was a l o t  of t h i n g s  t h a t  h e  j u s t ,  n o t  t h a t  h e  wasn ' t  
a t a l k a t i v e  man but  i f  i t  w a s  a long h i s  l i n e ,  why he t a l k e d  about  it and 
a l l .  And i f  you asked him why he t h e n  he'd answer you. 

Q: But he d i d n ' t  go i n t o  any g r e a t  e x p l a n a t i o n s  then?  

A: No, n o t  t h a t  I remember. 

: Can you t h i n k  of any o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  h e  t a l k e d  about  b e s i d e  t h e  
cour thouse  removal? 

A: Oh, yes.  1'11 t e l l  you he had farming i n  h i s  mind. And t h e n  h e  had 
a l o t  of land and a l o t  of l o t s  h e r e  i n  town which were s c a t t e r e d  a l l  
over .  Right  down h e r e  and around. And then  t h a t  l i t t l e  house tha t  Doc 
( h e r  husband) and 1 l i v e d  i n .  I t ' s  t h a t  l i t t l e  yel low house up t h e r e .  
He owned t h a t .  And when w e  w e r e  mar r ied  he s a i d ,  "Now you can go t h e r e  
and l i v e .  It won't c o s t  you a c e n t .  I f  you want t o  do any th ing  t o  i t ,  
t h e n  you do i t  youself ."  So we d i d .  Well, we p a i n t e d  i t  and we papered 
and d i d  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  and t h e r e  was a l r e a d y  a bathroom i n  i t .  
Whatever we wanted t u  do,  why we d i d  it.  

: That was your rent. 

A:  That w a s  our  r e n t .  

Q: Did h e  pay t h e  t a x e s ?  

A :  Y e s ,  s u r e .  

Q: That was a good enough d e a l  f o r  anybody wasn ' t  i t ?  

A: Why, I ' d  s a y  so. That w a s  a n i c e  l i t t l e  house.  

Q: Yes, i t  was. I remember there used t o  be a coach o f f  i t s  wheels o u t  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  backyard.  

A: A coach? 

: A s tagecoach  arrangement o r  c a r r i a g e  o r  something. And I remember 
t h e  g i r l s  used t o  p lay  i n  i t .  Your g i r l s .  

A: Well, I don1 t know where we g o t  i t .  No t e l l i n g .  

Q: And you d o n ' t  know where i t  went? 

A: No. 1 know we b u i l t  a garage  back t h e r e .  Hecause i n  a y e a r  o r  two 
a f t e r  we were mar r ied ,  why we bought a c a r .  So t h e n  Doc had a garage pu t  
up back t h e r e ;  a two c a r  garage.  And t h e n  i t  was more o r  l e s s  one s i d e d  
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because  we on ly  had one car a t  t h a t  t ime. And t h e  o t h e r  w a s  a  s t o r a g e  
p l a c e ,  you know. 

Q: Well, now am I c o r r e c t  i n  t h i s ?  That D r .  Henry H a l l  b u i l t  t h e  
c o u r t h o u s e  downtown--that's our  p r e s e n t  courthouse--with t h e  
unders tand ing  t h a t  i f  i t  were no longer  used f o r  c o u r t  b u s i n e s s  i t  shou ld  
be r e t u r n e d ?  

A: I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q: I have heard  t h a t .  

A: Y e s ,  1 t h i n k  so .  

Q: Well, now, your g r a n d f a t h e r  t h e n ,  Henry H a l l ,  Robert  H a l l  a l s o  . . . . 
No, i t  w a s  Robert  H a l l  who b u i l t  t h a t  because  Henry was dead a t  t h a t  time, 
wasn' t he? 

A: No, Henry H a l l  b u i l t  i t .  

Q: Henry H a l l  b u i l t  it. 

A: Henry H a l l  h u i l t  i t .  

Q:  Well ,  who b u i l t  t h e  one down h e r e  where t h e  North School is? 

t h a t  f i r s t .  

h e r e .  

d i sappo in tment  when t h e  cour thouse  was 

A: He b u i l t  t h a t ,  too.  H e  b u i l t  

Q: I s e e .  

A:  And t h e n  he b u i l t  t h i s  one up 

Q: Now t h e n ,  of c o u r s e ,  i t  was a  
t a k e n  t o  Beardstown. 

A: Oh, yes .  Oh, t h a t  was t e r r i b  

Q: ( l a u g h t e r )  Can you remember 
about  i t ,  about  t h e  removal? 

A: No, I d o n ' t .  

l e .  

any comments t h a t  anybody e l s e  e v e r  made 

Q: George Rexroat t o l d  m e  one time he remember your g r a n d f a t h e r  t e l l i n g  
about  t h e  exper ience .  

A: No, I j u s t  remember them t e l l i n g  about  hiin saying t h a t  he 'd  go down 
wi th  them t o  ge t  i t  because  he wanted i t  back up here. The c o u r t h o u s e  
w a s  h e r e  and t h i s  was t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  county and h e  thought  t h i s  was 
where i t  shou ld  be. 

Q: Was t h e r e  a  M r .  P e t e f i s h  [who] went a long on t h a t  t r i p ?  



A:  I d o n ' t  know. 

: You d o n ' t  have any i d e a s .  

A :  I h a v e n ' t  any i d e a .  

Q: Well,  now d id  your  mother t a l k  much about t h i n g s  p a s t ?  

A: Oh, yes .  
M a r j o r i e ,  i n  
dead so many 

Q: Was your  
automobi le?  

A: Oh, no. 

She used t o  t a l k  a l o t  about  it. Rut I ' l l  t e l l  you, 
all t h e s e  years--so much o f  it--and my g rand fa the r  h a s  been 
y e a r s ,  t h a t  a lot of it has s l i p p e d  through. 

mother one of t h e  f i r s t  women i n  Cass County t o  d r i v e  an  

Alma Bubbard and--well, s h e  l i v e s  where t h e  R i l e y ' s  l i v e d .  
I guess  i t  w a s  Doc Hubbard's  wife .  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n .  But she had a funny 
l i t t l e  car and s h e ' d  p i c k  u s  up every  once i n  a w h i l e  and t a k e  u s  a r i d e  
i n  i t .  

: And what c o l o r  of a  car was i t ?  

A: I b e l i e v e  i t  was b lack .  

Q: I g u e s s  they were a l l  b lack .  ( l aughs)  

A: Yes, I t h i n k  t h e y  were a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q: Now when was t h a t ?  

A: Oh, t h a t  was, I ' d  imagine  back i n  1910. Oh, h e f o r e  1910, 1908 o r  . . . 
Q: Oh, way back. 

A: Oh, yes .  Because i n  1910 was t h e  year 1 went t o  Europe. 

Q: It was b e f o r e  t h a t ?  

A: It was b e f o r e  t h a t .  Because Uncle Lou P e t e f i s h  had a c a r  long b e f o r e  
t h a t .  

Q: Now did h e  l i v e  up t h e r e  where Lee and C a r r i e  Mae Reynolds l i v e  now? 

A: Yes. 

Q: What c a r s  were t h e y ,  do you know? 

A: I think most of them were I b e l i e v e  Fords h u t  I'm not  sure. 

Q: Did Mrs. S i n c l a i r  d r i v e  a car e a r l y ?  
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A: Who, Rena? 

Q: Y e s .  

A: Oh, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  she drove  any e a r l i e r  t h a n  I d i d .  

: You were one of t h e  e a r l y  ones  t o o ,  weren ' t  you? 

A: We had one about  two y e a r s .  And I s a i d  one day,  I s a i d ,  " I ' m  going 
t o  learn t o  d r i v e  t h a t  car,"--no, t h e  f i r s t  c a r  we g o t .  And we got i t  
o v e r  i n  Missour i  because  we c o u l d n ' t  g e t  one here .  And Doc's f a the r  was 
a b l e  t o  g e t  i t  f o r  us .  So I s a i d ,  " I ' m  going ahead of t ime and your 
b r o t h e r  is going t o  t e a c h  m e  how t o  d r i v e  t h a t  c a r .  I c a n ' t  c r a n k  it b u t  
L'm s u r e  going t o  l e a r n  how t o  d r i v e  it." 

Q: Oh, i t  was one you cranked? 

A: Yes. 

: What kind was i t ?  

A: It was a Pard.  

Q: So he  took m e  t o  J a c k s o n v i l l e  and 1 g o t  on a t r a i n .  I went over  t o  
Missour i .  Monroe C i t y ,  Missour i .  And Ray t a u g h t  me how t o  d r i v e .  And 
s o  t h e n  when we came back, why I ' d  d r i v e  that t h i n g  downtown and somebody 
would c rank  i t  up f o r  m e  t o  come home. ( l a u g h t e r )  But I g o t  up and 
downtown. 

Q: And you g o t  your g r o c e r y  shopping done. 

A: Y e s .  And I d i d n ' t  have t o  go i n t o  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  of g e t t i n g  a 
license and t h i n g s  l i k e  tha t  which you have t o  do now. 

: You just drove?  

A: Yes. 

Q: Where d i d  you g e t  the g a s o l i n e  t o  f i l l  t h e  t ank?  

A: I guess  t h e r e  were g a s  s t a t i o n s - - t h e r e  w a s  a g a s  s t a t i o n  p r e t t y  
near--well, r i g h t  back uf t h e  Farm Bureau o f f i c e .  

Q: Across from t h e  t e l e p h o n e  o f f i c e .  

A: Well, bu t  a c r o s s  the  a l l - ey .  

Q: I s e e .  

A: And t h e n  t h e r e  was one o u t  t h e r e  where Standard is. 

: Who r a n  t h o s e  s t a t i o n s ?  



A: I d o n ' t  remember. 

: But t h e r e  were enough c a r s  corning through t h a t  i t  paid  t o  open a 
s t a t i o n ?  

A: Oh, yes .  

: That  probably  went a l l  of f i f t e e n  m i l e s  an  hour.  

A: Yes, I imagine s o .  

: Did you d r i v e  h o r s e s ,  too?  

A: Oh, yes.  I drove  h o r s e s .  

Q: What can you t e l l  m e  about  your Grandfa ther  S t r i b l i n g  and t h e  h o r s e s  
he  kep t  o u t  h e r e  i n  t h e  coun t ry?  I ' v e  always unders tood t h a t  was q u i t e  a  
place. 

A: Well, i t  was q u i t e  a p l a c e .  But I ' l l  t e l l  you t h e  two men, i t ' s  
surprising--now my Grandfa ther  S t r i b l i n g ,  of a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  he  had--and 
they were w e l l  t aken  c a r e  and a l l - -bu t  of a l l  t h e  l and  he  acqu i red  and 
bought,  i t ' s  s u r p r i s i n g .  

(2: Is any of i t  s t i l l  h e l d  i n  t h e  fami ly?  

A: No. 

Q: Horace V i r g i n ' s  p l a c e  i s n ' t  one of h i s ?  

A: No. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  place ever  belonged t o  my g r a n d f a t h e r .  

: H e  had a b i g  fami ly  I b e l i e v e ,  d i d n ' t  he? 

A: B e  had, let m e  s e e  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  f i v e  by h i s  f i r s t  w i f e  and e i g h t  by 
h i s  second wi fe .  And h i s  second wi fe  and Helen P e t e f i s h ' s  g r a n d f a t h e r  
were b r o t h e r  and sister. 

Q: Now s h e  w a s  a  Car r?  

A: Yes. Maria Carr. 

Q :  Is t h a t  what t h e  name was? 

A: Yes. I ' v e  always unders tood t h a t  . . . 
: David C a r r  and Maria Carr .  

A:  Now when was t h a t  house  b u i l t  o u t  t h e r e ?  T h a t ' s  s t i l l  one of t h e  
showplaces of t h e  county.  

Q: Y e s .  Well, t h e  e a s t  h a l f  of i t  was b u i l t  f i r s t .  And t h e n  a s  t h e  
f a m i l y  grew t h e n  t h e y  put  on t h e  w e s t  h a l f  of i t .  That h a l l  and t h a t  
b e a u t i f u l  s t a i r c a s e .  And t h e r e  were two rooms downs ta i r s  and I t h i n k  



f o u r  u p s t a i r s .  One a t  t h e  head of t h e  stairs and three a c r o s s .  And t h e n  
t h a t  p l a c e  where you went up t o  t h a t  cupola  and a l l .  

: That cupola  . . . 
A: T h a t ' s  a showcase. ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: I wonder i f  you can s t i l l  g e t  up t h e r e .  

A: I j u s t  d o n ' t  know. I have unders tand that--oh, what ' s  her name t h a t  
owns t h a t  p l a c e  o u t  t h e r e ?  

Q: Mrs. N o r r i s .  

A:  Yes. She keeps  the w e s t  h a l f  blocked o f f  now. Now whether t h a t s  
t r u e  o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q: Well, she h a s  somebody who r e n t s  t h e  house ,  p a r t  of i t  I t h i n k .  

A: Who does  t h e  farming.  

: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Y e s .  

: I d i d n ' t  know how t h a t  was. 

A: I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  who i t  i s .  

Q: I t h i n k  t h e  name's Reynolds. 

A: Yes, I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  too .  

Q: But I don ' t  know t h e m .  

A: I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  bu t  t h e  o l d  ba rn  . . . 
Q: Oh, t h a t ' s  what f a s c i n a t e s  m e .  

A: . . . i t ' s  s t i l l  t h e r e .  

Q: Can you g i v e  m e  t h e  d a t e s  on t h o s e  b u i l d i n g s ?  

A: No, I t h i n k  t h e  ba rn  w a s  b u i l t  a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  t h e  e a s t  h a l f  of t h e  
house  was b u i l t  . 
: Oh, o r i g i n a l l y ?  

A: Oh, yes .  It was an  o r i g i n a l  home. 

Q: Now t e l l  m e  t h i s .  Did t h e  fami ly  f o r m a l l y  l i v e  i n  the  house where 
Emilee Palsgrove  l i v e s  now? 
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A: I t h i n k  they  d i d .  I t h i n k  they l i v e d  t h e r e  when they f i r s t  came 
h e r e .  And t h e n  he b u i l t  t h i s  e a s t  wing of t h i s  house.  

Q: As he prospered.  

A: Yes. 

Q: Now what w a s  h i s  g i v e n  name? 

A: Isaac Milton.  

Q: I s a a c  Mi l ton  S t r i b l i n g .  And where d i d  he come from when h e  moved t o  
I l l i n o i s ?  Was he from Kentucky o r  V i r g i n i a ?  

A: I d o n ' t  know. 

q :  Well,  w e ' l l  have t o  look  a t  t h e  book then.  Well, I have one of t h o s e  
books s o  I can f i l l  t h a t  i n  l a t e r .  But they g o t  i n  h e r e  e a r l y  and he  was 
q u i t e  p rosperous  then.  

A: Yes, h e  was. Be was a s  p rosperous  a s  my Grandfa ther  Hal l  was i n  l and  
and a l l .  

Q:  Did they  have r a c e  h o r s e s  o u t  t h e r e  a t  S t r i b l i n g ' s ?  

A: I d o n ' t  t h i n k  my Grandfa ther  S t r i b l i n g  had a r a c e  horse .  It might 
have been as t h e  boys came along.  They might have acqu i red  them b u t  X 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e  had any. I t h i n k  h i s  were most ly  farm an imals  t o  farm h i s  
l and .  

: Do you remember v i s i t i n g  n u t  t h e r e ?  

A: Oh, yes.  I ' l l  t e l l  you t h e  d i n i n g  room was long and I never went 
t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  t a b l e  wasn ' t  s t r e t c h e d  o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h ,  And on 
Sundays t h e y  never  knew how many were going t o  come f o r  d i n n e r .  And when 
Mary Mahoney, I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  what h e r  name w a s  t h a t  worked o u t  t h e r e .  
And of c o u r s e ,  t h e y  had t h i s  o l d  wood s t o v e  and I remember t h a t  used t o  
be t h a t  they  made a p p l e  b u t t e r .  And my mother would go down t h e  day 
b e f o r e  and h e l p  them p e e l  a p p l e s .  And t h e n  t h e  n e x t  day they 'd  have 
t h e s e  g r e a t  b i g  i r o n  k e t t l e s  t o  make them i n .  And t h e n  p u t  them i n  b i g  
jars and t a k e  them t o  t h e  basement, t o  t h e  c e l l a r .  Excuse  m e ,  n o t  
basement. 

Q: Did they cook ou tdoors?  

A: Y e s ,  they cooked w i t h  t h o s e  t h i n g s  ou tdoors  bu t  t h a t  was a l l .  

: Was t h a t  l i k e  b u t c h e r i n g  k e t t l e s ?  

A: Yes, on t h a t  o r d e r .  

Q: I thought  they  sometimes used copper f o r  a p p l e  b u t t e r ,  copper  
k e t t l e s .  



A: Well, maybe they were. I d o n ' t  know about  t h a t .  1 wouldn ' t  know. 

Q: Well, they  were b i g ?  

A: Yes, t h e y  were b i g .  Y e s .  

Q: Where was t h e  a p p l e  orchard?  

A: Well, t h e y  d i d  have some a p p l e s  back of them. And t h e n  I t h i n k  t h a t  
some of t h e  f a m i l y  had some a p p l e  o r c h a r d s  and they 'd  a l l  b r i n g  a p p l e s .  

Q: Big d e a l .  

A: Big d e a l ,  yes .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  For s u r e .  

Q: And of c o u r s e ,  you thought  t h a t  was fun?  

A: Oh, yes .  

Q: Did they make s a u e r k r a u t  t h e  same way? 

A: Well, I d o n ' t  remember. But 1 imagine,  maybe so.  Rut t h e y  
had--well, I d o n ' t  know how many hogs t h a t  they 'd  b u t c h e r  a t  t h e  t ime  and 
beef. and a l l .  And t h e y  had a b u i l d i n g  at  t h e  s i d e  where t h e y ,  i t  was 
more o r  l e s s  a smokehouse and a  s t o r a g e  house.  And t h e y  smoked t h e i r  
meat and a l l  o u t  t h e r e .  

: What d i d  they  use  t o  smoke i t ?  What kind of wood? Was t h e r e  any 
s p e c i a l  wood? 

A: I d o n ' t  know. 

Q: They kep t  ch ickens  and tu rkeys?  

A: Oh, yes .  Goodness s a k e s .  Chickens and t u r k e y s .  

Q: Is i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  s t o r e  eggs f o r  any l e n g t h  of t i m e ?  

A :  I d o n ' t  knuw. I never  have thought  I cou ld .  

Q: Well, wasn ' t  t h e r e  a way they  put  them down i n  l i m e  pe rhaps  i n  a 
s t o n e  jar.  Do you know a n y t h i n g  about  t h a t ?  

A: I d o n ' t  know. Seems t o  m e  l i k e  t h a t  a t  o u r  house--at my mother ' s  and 
a l l  t h a t  we always j u s t  used them up and--well, what else d i d  we do w i t h  
them? And I remember, Marjorie, Mother would have t u r k e y  d i n n e r  and I ' d  
hold  t h e  t u r k e y ' s  l e g s  and Mom c u t  i t s  t h r o a t  and then i t  would f l o p  arid 
f l o p  and f l o p  a l l  over  t h e  p l a c e .  For a l o n g ,  long t ime. Then a f t e r  
whi le  when i t  was comple te ly  dead,  why t h e n  s h e  c u t  the  rest of t h e  neck 
o f f  and she 'd  t a k e  t h e  f e a t h e r s  o f f .  

Q: Did s h e  s c a l d  i t  t o  remove t h e  f e a t h e r s ?  



A: Well, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  f e a t h e r s  s h e  d i d  but  I 
t h i n k  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  s h e  d i d .  

(2: Could you make f e a t h e r  beds o u t  of tu rkeys?  F e a t h e r  beds o r  p i l l o w s ?  

A: I d o n ' t  know. We never  d i d .  We always had a  box o r  something t o  
throw them i n ,  t o  burn them up. 

Q: Well, I t h i n k  t u r k e y  f e a t h e r s  a r e  a  l i t t l e  s t i f f ,  a r e n ' t  they?  
They 're n o t  l i k e  goose f e a t h e r s .  

A: Oh, no t h e y ' r e  no t .  They a r e  s t i f f .  

Q: Did you save goose f e a t h e r s ?  

A: Well ,  1 don'  t t h i n k  t h e y  e v e r  had any  geese  around. 

Q: You were s t r i c t l y  t u r k e y  people.  

A: Turkey and ch icken .  

(2: How many t u r k e y s  would you r a i s e  i n  a  year?  

A: Well, we d i d n ' t  ra ise  v e r y  many but  j u s t  enough to--and I r e a l l y  
d o n ' t  know whether s h e  ra ised--I  t h i n k  s h e  must have bought them. I 
d o n ' t  remember r a i s i n g  them. 

Q:  But s h e  had t o  b u t c h e r  them? 

A: Oh, yes .  You never  g o t  any t h a t  were d r e s s e d  a t  a l l .  You always had 
t o  t a k e  c a r e  of them y o u r s e l f .  

Q: Did you e a t  any w i l d  ducks? Did they go duck hun t ing  any? 

A: No, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q: J u s t  s t r i c t l y  t u r k e y s  and chicken.  

A: And meat. Pork and b e e f .  

Q: Could you have beef i n  t h e  sumtner? 

A: I d o n ' t  remember that. Well, I guess  you d i d .  I d o n ' t  know. But,  
of c o u r s e ,  I was always a  pork e a t e r .  

Q: Oh, you were? 

A: And I a m  t o  t h i s  day. 

Q: As  long as you had a  p i g  around you were a l l  r i g h t .  

A: I remember one t i m e  when Doc and I went o u t  t o  t h e  coun t ry  o u t  t h e r e  
b y  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and l i v e d  about  a y e a r  and a h a l f  o u t  t h e r e .  And one 
year  t h e y  butchered f i f t e e n  hogs and t h r e e  f o r  t h e  h i r e d  man and t h r e e  
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f o r  my granddad and t h e  r e s t  of i t  was f o r  us  because  we had so many 
h i r e d  men o u t  t h e r e ,  he  was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  th ings-- th ings  had run  down o u t  
t h e r e .  And Doc s a i d  he  would go o u t  t h e r e  and s t a y  f o r  a  y e a r ,  a y e a r  
and a h a l f ,  and t r y  t o  g e t  t h i n g s  b u i l t  up f o r  him. And T f r i e d  down 
sausage ,  had a g r e a t  b i g  j a r ,  s t o n e  j a r ,  by t h e  s ide  of t h e  s t o v e .  And I 
f r i e d  i t  down and e v e r y t h i n g  and t h e n  each t i m e  I ' d  pour t h e  g r e a s e  o u t  
i n t o  t h e  s t o n e  jar.  And t h e n  of c o u r s e ,  we  had a smokehouse o u t  t h e r e  
where we smoked a11 t h e  meat. 

(1: Well, now t h a t  sausage  would be kep t  i n  t h e  c e l l a r  wouldn ' t  i t ?  

Q: Well ,  now was Doc s t i l l .  p r a c t i c i n g  his v e t e r i n a r y  medicine  a t  t h a t  
same t ime? 

A: Well, he  d i d n ' t  do a n  awful  l o t  o f  i t .  But he would do some. 

Q: And t h a t  farm belonged t o  your g r a n d f a t h e r ,  Robert  H a l l ?  

A :  Yes. 

Q: Well, where i s  t h a t  Earm? 

A: Well, Bob Hierman owns i t  now? 

: Is t h a t  where Hishes l i v e s ?  Edgar IIish? 

A: Well, you know where Maurice J o k i s c h  l i v e s ?  

(2: Yes. 

A: Well, you go on s o u t h  t o  t h e  c o r n e r  and t h e n  you t u r n  e a s t  and i t ' s  
t h e  f i r s t  house r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  road.  

Q: Now had D r .  Henry H a l l  e n t e r e d  t h a t  l and  from t h e  government o r  do 
you know about  t h a t ?  

A :  I imagine so .  I wouldn ' t  s a y  t h a t  f o r  s u r e .  O r  whether my 
Grandfa ther  H a l l  had bought i t  h i m s e l f .  I d o n ' t  know. 

(1: Did they b r i n g  money w i t h  them when they  came f rom V i r g i n i a ?  

A: He must have. H e  c o u l d n ' t  have bought a l l  of t h i s  i f  he  h a d n ' t  had 
t h e  money. 

Q: A t  a d o l l a r  and a  quarter an a c r e .  

A: Y e s .  And of c o u r s e ,  t h e n  he  had t o  go t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  and had t o  go 
through a procedure  up t h e r e  abou t  i t .  

Q: And t h e n  I heard h e  had a  s t o r e  he re .  Where was t h a t  s t o r e ?  
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A: Well, i t  seems t o  me l i k e  i t  was some p l a c e  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of t h e  
square .  And I t h i n k  maybe i t  w a s  a long  about  where t h e  o l d  C e n t e n n i a l  
Rank was o r  where George McDonald's p l a c e  used t o  he. 

Q: Well, t h e n  h e  had t h a t  t h e r e .  Then they  came t o  t h e  w e s t  end of town 
t o  s t a r t  a  s q u a r e  and then i t  moved hack? 

A: I t h i n k  s o .  

: Now t h a t  I was never  f o r  s u r e  on before .  

A: I kind of t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  But he wasn' t  s a t i s f i e d  down h e r e  
i n  t h e  w e s t  p a r t .  And he wanted t h i s  up h e r e  because  h e  wanted it i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  of town. And h e  w a s  buying a l l  around. 

Q: Now he d ied  r a t h e r  young d i d n ' t  h e ,  D r .  H a l l ?  

A: 1 ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  how o l d  he  was. I t h i n k  he was up i n  h i s  s i x t i e s  o r  
s e v e n t i e s .  

Q: H e  never  went back t o  I r e l a n d ?  

A: No. W e  went o u t  t o  t h e  o l d  H a l l  home i n  I r e l a n d .  

Q: Suppose you t e l l  me about  t h a t  t r i p .  That was r a t h e r  unusual  i n  1910 
f o r  somebody t o  t a k e  o f f  and go t o  Europe. 

A: Well ,  we g o t  o f f  t h e  b o a t ,  w e  c o u l d n ' t  l and  a t  t h e  s o u t h  p a r t  of 
I r e l a n d  because t h e  boa t  was t o o  b i g .  So we had t o  g e t  i n t o  t h i s  s m a l l e r  
b o a t  and go i n  t h e n  t o  I r e l a n d .  And we went up p a s t  t h e  Blarney s t o n e  
and on up and s topped a t  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  a long and t h e n  on up t o  B e l f a s t .  
And t h e r e  w e  saw a l l  of this, I g u e s s  you would c a l l  it a f a c t o r y  
b u i l d i n g ,  and t h e n  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  yard and a h i g h  f e n c e  around i t .  
And h e r e  w a s  t h i s  w h i t e  s t u f f  l a y i n g  nu t  on t h e  ground. And t h e n  we 
found t h a t  t h a t  w a s  l i n e n s .  And s o  my s tepgrandmother  and X each bought 
a long t a b l e c l o t h  and twelve napkins .  I had an S p u t  on mine and s h e  had 
t h e  H put  on h e r s .  And t h e n  they  s e n t  them t o  France and we g i v e  them 
t h e  t ime t h a t  w e  were going t o  s a i l  from t h e r e .  And they  had them a l l  
done and s e n t  t h e r e .  So then  we decided t h a t  we'd l i k e  t o  go on t o  t h i s  
o l d  Hall p lace .  And we g o t  on a l i t t l e  o l d  t r a i n  and went about  f i v e  o r  
s i x  m i l e s .  And t h e n  w e  g o t  o f f  t h e r e .  And t h e r e  was a man who--oh, I 
g u e s s  i t  was a l i t t l e  town maybe about  t h e  s i z e  of P h i l a d e l p h i a  
[ l l l i n o i s ] ,  maybe n o t  t h a t  b i g .  And h e  g o t  u s  i n  h i s ,  I ' d  say  a jogging 
c a r t  because  he  s a t  i n  f r o n t  and then  t h e r e  was a  b a r  hack h e r e  and two 
of us sat a n  t h i s  s i d e  wi th  ou t  backs t o  t h i s  and t h e  o t h e r  one sat h e r e .  
And w e  went o u t  t o  t h i s  farm p l a c e .  And t h e r e  were two sisters and a  
b r o t h e r  l i v e d  t h e r e ,  A b r i c k  house. And Mar jo r ie ,  I never  saw s o  many 
g r a n d f a t h e r  c locks .  They were j u s t  b e a u t i f u l .  And I d o n ' t  know whether 
Marian had l e t  them know t h a t  we were coming o r  no t .  That w a s  my 
mother ' s  cous in .  But anyway t h i s  b r o t h e r  and two s i s t e r s  were t h e r e .  
And oh, t h e y  g r e e t e d  us and took  u s  i n .  And we went i n  t o ,  I guess  i t  
was t h e i r  p a r l o r  maybe. And I thought  i t  was funny t h e  way t h e  p iano  was 
s e t  o u t  from t h e  w a l l ,  wasn ' t  back,  you know. And oh,  we v i s i t e d  f o r  a  
long t ime.  And t h e y  had a coup le  of g r a n d f a t h e r  c l o c k s  t h e r e ,  one i n  the  



h a l l  as we e n t e r e d .  And so  somebody s a i d  t h e y  thought  we had b e t t e r  go. 
And oh,  one of t h e  sisters s a i d ,  "Oh, wa i t  a  minute.  I want you t o  s t a y  
j u s t  a few minu tes  l o n g e r ,  p lease . "  So s h e  went behind t h e  p iano  and 
p r e t t y  soon h e r e  she  came o u t  w i t h  h o t  t e a  and c o f f e e .  And t h e y  
e v i d e n t l y  had a l i t t l e  s t o v e  back of t h a t  p iano  f o r  g u e s t s  and t o  make 
t e a .  And t h e n  we went o u t  i n  t o  a n o t h e r  back room and t o  t h e  d i n i n g  room 
and h e r e  was more g r a n d f a t h e r s  c l o c k s  which were j u s t  b e a u t i f u l .  We 
d i d n ' t  go u p s t a i r s .  And t h e n  when w e  g o t  i n  t h i s  buggy o r  whatever you 
want t o  ca l l  it .  

: V e h i c l e  I guess .  

A: Yes, 1 g u e s s  t h a t  was i t .  Then w e  went o u t  t o  where t h e  a n c e s t o r s  
w e r e  b u r i e d .  And we looked a t  t h a t  p lace .  There  w a s  a l i t t l e  cemetery  
t h e r e .  Country cemetery.  And t h e n  we went on back t o  B e l f a s t  and caught  
our  t r a i n  t h e n  on i n  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of I r e l a n d .  And t h e n  i n  t h e  meantime 
we g o t  caught  i n  t h e  r a i n  and when w e  g o t  up t h e r e  we had sent--well ,  w e  
had hags wi th  us bu t  n o t  our  e n t i r e  wardrobe. And w e  were t o l d  t h a t  we 
had t o  t a k e  umbre l l as  and r a i n c o a t s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  and we d i d .  Rut 
some way w e  g o t  . . . . X t h i n k  i t  was i n  t h a t  c a r t  o r  something t h a t  
s t a r t e d  r a i n i n g  on us  and wate r  came down one u n t i l  t h e  o t h e r .  And w e  
d i d n ' t  have ou r  r a i n c o a t s  wi th  us .  Rut anyway when we g o t  up t o  t h e  
n o r t h  of I r e l a n d  we c o u l d n ' t  go down t o  t h e  d i n i n g  room t o  e a t  because  we 
had t o  have i t  s e n t  t o  our  bedrooms because  we were t o o  wet. So t h e n  we 
went on over  i n t o  Sco t land  and d i d  i t .  And t h e n  i n t o  England. And we 
saw t h e  c o l l e g e s  around and e v e r y t h i n g .  And i n  London t h e y  t o l d  us  w e  
could  have s u i t s  made so  cheap and t h e  m a t e r i a l  was s o  good. So my 
grandmother and I dec ided  t h a t  we'd have s u i t s  made. Because w e  were i n  
London about  a week I g u e s s  s i g h t s e e i n g ,  you know. So we went and picked 
o u t  o u r  m a t e r i a l  and t h e  l i n i n g  and t h e  b u t t o n s  and t h i n g s .  And I d o n ' t  
know where t h e  s t o r e  was t h a t  made t h e  s u i t s .  But t h e y  were made 
b e a u t i f u l l y .  And we went back a g a i n  and had them t r i e d  on and t h e n  t h e y  
s e n t  them over  t o  France  t o  have t h e m  t h e r e  when we came back. And w e  
d i d  a l o t  of t o u r i n g .  And t h e y  had t o l d  us t h a t  t h i s  one p l a c e  i n  London 
was such a  n i c e  p l a c e  t o  s t a y .  It wasn ' t  a  h o t e l .  It was more or less  a 
house.  But t h e  woman d i d  t h a t  k ind of b u s i n c s s .  And oh, h e r  meals were 
l o v e l y  and a l l .  And someway the h e l p  found o u t  t h e  morning t h a t  we were 
going t o  l e a v e  and they a l l  l i n e d  up o u t s i d e  of our  room door so  t o  g e t  
some money. So t h e n  we l e f t  t h e r e  and went on over  t o  France and P a r i s .  
And they  t o l d  us  i n  P a r i s  t h a t  we should have wine on t h e  t a b l e .  And 
Marian and my grandmother thought  t h a t  w a s  t e r r i b l e .  I s a i d ,  " A l l  r i g h t ,  
j u s t  b r i n g  t h e  wine on and pu t  i t  on t h e  t a b l e . "  I s a i d ,  "It i s n ' t  going 
t o  h u r t  anybody.'' And I s a i d ,  " I f  I ' v e  g o t  t o  d r i n k  a  l i t t l e  h i t  of i t  
1'11 d r i n k  a l i t t l e  b i t  of it." I s a i d ,  "I'll go a long  wi th  i t .  It 
i s n ' t  going t o  h u r t  me." And somebody t o l d  us  t h a t  i f  we'd go o u t  some 
p l a c e  o u t  from Paris--we went t o  t h e  opera  and we d i d  t h i n g s  i n  P a r i s .  
So t h e n  we went o u t  t o  t h i s  p l a c e .  And i t  w a s  a champagne c e l l a r .  And 
we went down t h i s  long f l i g h t  of s t a i r s .  And h e r e  was a l l  t h e s e  b i g  
b o t t l e s  of champagne p i l e d  up so  h i g h  and wide a c r o s s  h e r e .  And they  
were a l l  marked t h a t  t h e y  were coming t o  t h e  s t a t e s ,  Chicago and S t .  
TAouis and a l l  around New York and around and on ou t  t o  C a l i f o r n i a .  Rut 
i t  w a s  q u i t e  a  s i g h t  t o  s e e  a l l  of t h a t .  And t h e n  we went on t o  
Swi tze r land  and down t o  R o m e  and d i d  it. And t h e n  we took  i n  e v e r y t h i n g  
e l s e  from Rome on up t o  B e r l i n .  And we g o t  t o  B e r l i n  and t h e n  we went on 


















































