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P r e f a c e  

T h i s  manuscr ipt  i s  t.he p roduc t  of a t a p e  recorded  i n t e r v i e w  conduct.ed by 
H. Dean Campbell. f o r  t h e  Oral Hist ,ory O f f i c e  on October  29 ,  1972 .  

M r .  Yaakum s t a r t e d  h i s  mining career i n  1929 w i t h  t h e  Peabody Coal Company. 
H e  worked f o r  Peabody i n  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  towns, i n c l u d i n g  S p r i n g f i e l d  
and Pana. I n  t h i s  in t .erview he d i s c u s s e s  s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  of t.he c o a l  
m i n e r ' s  everyday l i f e .  H e  a l s o  t a l k s  about  t h e  working c o n d i t i o n s  and 
the  environment of t h e  c o a l  mines. 

Keaders of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir shou ld  b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a  
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  informal., c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
i n h e r e n t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources .  Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  n o t  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  views expressed  
t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  are f o r  t h e  reader t o  judge.  

The manuscr ipt  may be r e a d ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  in p a r t  by any means, e l x c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical., 
w i t h o u t  pe rmiss ion  i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  Sangarnon 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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M a r s h a l l  Yoakum, Oct-ober 29,  1972, Pe t -e r surg ,  I l l i n o i s .  

H. Dean Campbell, I n t e r v i e w e r .  

Q: I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  you began working i n  t h e  mines i n  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  
a r e a  abou t  1929.  

A: Yes, I s t a r t e d  working f o r  Peabody Coal Company, a t  Mine No. 51. 
That was a t  Andrew, I l l i n o i s  and from t h e r e  I went t o  No. 53 on  Ash 
S t r e e t ,  and from t h e r e  I went on t o  C a p i t o l ,  t h a t ' s  on C a p i t o l  Avenue. 
That was Mine No. 57. Then I went t o  Mine No. 59,  t h a t  was o u t  on t h e  
by-pass. 

Q:  Excuse me, Marsha l l .  Was t h i s  Ash S t r e e t  and Capitol .  S t r e e t  i n  what 
is now S p r i n g f i e l d ?  

A: Y e s ,  and tlien frotn No. 59,  they  t r a n s f e r r e d  me down on t h e  Midland. 
I worked a t  Peabody No. 8 and No. 9; t h a t  was L a n g l e y v i l l e .  Then when 
t.hey c l o s e d  down, they  s e n t  me t o  Pana. That was Peabody No. 17 .  I 
worked t h e r e  till t h e y  c l o s e d  up. 

Q: How o l d  were you when you f i r s t  s t a r t e d  working? 

A: About n i n e t e e n  y e a r s  o l d .  

Q: And you s a i d  your  job  r e s p o n s i b i l i t - i e s ,  when you f i r s t  s t a r t e d  mining,  
c o n s i s t e d  of load ing  t h e  c o a l  on to  t.he c o a l  cars? 

A: Y e s ,  by hand. T h a t ' s  a hard  way. Yes, we'd load t h e  c a r  by t h e  ton 
and we g o t  p a i d  by t h e  t o n .  

Q: Did you have o t h e r  j o b s  as y e a r s  p rogressed?  

A: Yes, T worked on t h a t  probably  a  y e a r  and a h a l f ,  two y e a r s  and then  
t h e y  pu t  m e  on as a machine man h e l p e r .   hat's t h e  h i g h e s t  b r a c k e t  i n  
mining,  and t h e n  I probably  was on t h e r e  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  abou t  25  y e a r s  as 
a machine man. 

Q :  And you s a i d  you were a member of t h e  Uni ted Mine Workers? 

A: Yes, 

Q: Was t h a t  back i n  1929 al.so when you were a  member of that .  union? 

A: No, no i t  wasn ' t .  When I f i r s t .  s t . a r t e d  o u t  i t  wasn ' t  union,  b u t  
a l o n g  about  1930 they  had a sp1 . i t  i n  t h e  union about  then .  I s t i l l  
s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  United Mine Workers; I s t a y e d  t h e r e  t.he rest of t.he t ime.  
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Q: You mentioned t h a t  w i l d c a t  mines were mines t h a t  were o p e r a t e d  n o t  by 
a company, bu t  by a group of men? 

A: O f  men, y e s  t.hat would be w i l d c a t .  They would g e t  t o g e t h e r  and they 
would a l l  work. T h a t  was c a l l e d  w i l d c a t .  

Q: You were t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  pay between 1929 and now. 
What were you be ing  p a i d  then? 

A: Well., a l o n g  abou t  1929,  i f  you'd make about  $3.70 [a day] ,  ~ o u ' d  be 
do ing  good, bu t  when I q u i t  t h e  coal .  mine I was making abou t  $40 a  day.  

Q Then t h i n g s  have p rogressed  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  

A: q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q: What w a s  t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  working day when you f i r s t  s t - a r t e d  working? 

A: I had t o  work t e n  h o u r s  a  day when 1 f i r s t  s t a r t e d ,  and t h e n  they  c u t  
i t  t o  e ight .  hours  a day. Then one p e r i o d  of t.ime, d u r i n g  t h e  war, they  
had a  seven hour day,  but  they  went i n  wi th  t h e  government and t.hey went 
back t o  t h e i r  e i g h t  hour day,  which they  never  r e g a i n e d  back, They l o s t  
it. 

Q: Was t h a t  d u r i n g  World War II? 

A: Yes. 

: And you were working usual.1.y how many days  a  week? 

A: You'd work f i v e  days  a week. O f  c o u r s e  a n y t h i n g  over  t,he f i f t h  day 
was t ime and one h a l f ,  and they k i n d  of s t a y e d  shy of t .hat .  

Q: Was t h a t  t r u e  back i n  1929? 

A: No, t h e r e  was no such t h i n g  as t ime and a  h a l f .  

(1: And t h e  season  t h a t  you worked depended pre t . ty  much on t h e  demand f o r  
coal . .  

A: Y e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  of A p r i l  would be--you'd be o u t  of work t i l l  t h e  f i r s t  
of September. They d i d n ' t  have v e r y  much demand f o r  c o a l  f o r  s t e e l  
companies and s t u f f  l i k e  that .  t h e n ,  and t h e  reason  they  worked most ly  i n  
t h e  w i n t e r ,  like t h a t  t o o ,  i s  t h a t  peop le  burned c o a l  f o r  t h e i r  h e a t .  

Q: What would a  f e l l o w  do when they  were l a i d  o f f  like t h a t ?  

A: Well, you j u s t  had t o  go o u t  and f i n d  a job.  

Q: Were t h e r e  c e r t a i n  k i n d s  of j o b s  t h a t  miners  would u s u a l l y  go t o ?  

A: W e l l ,  u s u a l l y  farm work o r  e v e r y t h i n g ,  they  would go i n t o  a n y t h i n g  
t h e y  cou ld  g e t ,  because  t h e y  had t o .  There  wasn ' t  any unemployment 
compensation a t  a l l  t h e n ,  and you had t o  go o u t  and work. I worked on a 
hay b a l e r .  I r a n  a  hay b a l e r  i n  t h e  summer. 
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Q: You were mentioning t h a t  t h e r e  were a coup le  of s h i f t . s  a day back i n  
t h e  1930s,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A: Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  You would t a k e  and work your  day s h i f t  and t h e n  
t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t .  ~ h e y ' d  have a s h i f t .  f o r  s u p p l i e s ,  your p rops ,  d e l i v e r i n g  
your  powder, because  they  had keg powder then.  

9: You were ment ioning t h a t  on ly  one man d e l i v e r e d  t h a t .  

A: Y e s ,  t h a t . ' s  r igh t . ,  They would have a powder c a r  and de l - ive r  i t  wit-h 
a mule, and t a k e  i t  i n t o  t h e  magazines i n  on t h e  pardons.  Then t h e y  
would go t o  t h e  o t h e r  ones--see they  might be m i l e s  apar t .  from each 
s ta t ion- -bu t  they had t o  make each one of them, 

Q: Were t h e r e  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  of e x p l o s i v e s  used from t h e  e a r l y  days  of 
mining? 

A: Yes, we had a b l a s t i n g  powder t h a t  came i n  a keg, i t  was f i n e .  And 
t h e n  i t  come t o  where t h e y  had permissab le  powder and i t  was 40 p e r c e n t  
dynamite. It woul.dn't t.hrow f i r e  l i k e  your b l a c k  powder would, and i t  
w a s  less dangerous .  You'd have t o  s h o o t  your s h o t s ,  then  run  your f i r e s ,  
and w i t h  b l a c k  powder you normal ly  found two o r  t h r e e  f i r e s .  That was 
your problem, g e t t i n g  them o u t ,  because  t h e y  might be i n  a n o t h e r  one 
hundred t o n  of c o a l .  

: Where you worked and a c t u a l l y  dug t h e  c o a l ,  that .  was c a l l e d  t h e  f a c e ?  

A: The f a c e ,  y e s ,  and t.hen your w a l l s  would be your r i b s .  Your f a c e  and 
your  r i b s .  Your f a c e  i s  i n  t.he f ront .  where y o u ' r e  working.  

Q: I n  b l a s t i n g  t h e  c o a l  o u t ,  you wou1.d d r i l l  i n t o  t h e  face, i s  t .hat  
r i g h t ?  

A: T h a t ' s  r i g h t  and shoot  i t .  You would s e t  your  s i d e  r i b s ,  i n  t h e  r i b ,  
d i g  a h o l e  and wedge i t .  Then you would pu t  your machine on t h e r e  and 
d r i l l .  And you had t o  be c a r e f u l  how you d r i l l e d  your holes. For i f  
you'd g e t  them t o o  much, t h e y ' d  be t o o  heavy a t  t h e  t o e ,  and they  would 
blow o u t .  T h a t ' s  what they cal l -ed a windy s h o t .  I f  you happened t o  be 
u n f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  g e t  two of t h o s e ,  why t h e n  you cou ld  have a s e v e r e  
e x p l o s i o n .  Because when t h e  f i r s t  one goes  o f f  i t  k icked  up d u s t ,  and 
t h e n  when t h e  second one goes  o f f  i t  would i g n i t e  t h e  d u s t .  When d u s t  
g e t s  t o  exp lod ing  and blowing, i t ' s  l i k e  a t o r n a d o ,  The f a r t h e r  i t  gaes, 
t h e  s t r o n g e r  i t  g e t s .  It keeps  r o l l i n g  and g e t s  s t r o n g ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  
r e a s o n  a d u s t  e x p l o s i o n  is  s o  bad,  i t ' s  worse t h a n  powder. I t ' s  worse 
t h a n  gas .  The gas  w i l l  burn o u t ,  but  d u s t  won't.  

: I see ,  so  i t  cou ld  be a r e a l  problem i f  t h e  s h o t s  were not  spaced 
r i g h t ?  

A: Yes, t .hat. 's r i g h t .  

: You mentioned a r a t i o  between t.he h e i g h t  of t h e  coa,? 
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A: Yes, wel.l., you t a k e  now t h e  dep th  of your  h o l e  as t h e  l a w  r e a d s ,  
you ' re  supposed t o  d r i l l .  t h e  h o l e  t h e  h e i g h t  of your c o a l .  L ike  i f  you 
g o t  s i x  f o o t  coal ,  you can' t .  d r i l l  over  a six f o o t  h o l e ,  and every  charge ,  
you c a n ' t  exceed over  s i x t y  i n c h e s  of powder p e r  charge.  

Q: I n  any one h o l e ?  

A: I n  any one h o l e .   hat's r i g h t .  

Q: Now you s a i d  t h e  h o l e s  were abou t  a n  i n c h  and a ha ,£  i n  d iamete r?  

A: Y e s ,  and s i x t y  i n c h e s  of powder--a q u a r t  can ful.' of powder was 
e q u i v a l e n t  t o  abou t  s i x t y  i n c h e s  of powder. 

Q: So, i f  you had s e v e r a l  h o l e s ,  you had q u i t e  a b i t  of  powder. 

A: Oh, y e s ,  i t  was n o t h i n g  t o  u s e  up a keg of powder a n i g h t .  

Q: I see. Now you would pu t  t-he powder i n  t h e  h o l e  t h a t  you had d r i l - l e d ,  
t h e n  what d i d  you do? 

A: Well, you would pu t  t h e  f u s e  i n t o  t h e  powder. You'd make t h a t  up i n  
a dummy wit.h paper .  Your f u s e  would be i n  t h i s  dummy, and t h e n  you wou1.d 
poke t h a t  i n  t h e  back of t h e  h o l e .  You had a copper  tamper, w i t h  a 
copper head on i t .  The i d e a  of t h a t  was t h a t  i f  you h i t  s u l p h u r ,  i t  
wouldn ' t  c r e a t e  a s p a r k  and s e t  t h a t  powder o f f .  Then you'd poke t h a t  t o  
t h e  back of t h e  h o l e ,  and t h e n  you'd t a k e  f i r e  c l a y  and tamp t h a t  t i g h t ,  
s o  i t  would t a k e  t h e  a i r  o f f  t h e  powder. Then your h o l e  was charged and 
you could  l i g h t  i t .  Maybe you would have seven o r  e i g h t  h o l e s  i n  a f a c e .  

0: Then you would l i g h t  t h e s e  wi th  a match? 

A: No, w i t h  your carbide l i g h t ,  t.hen we had c a r b i d e  l i g h t s ,  open l i g h t s .  
That  was anot.her hazard;  you were al-ways s e t t i n g  gas  o f f  w i t h  your  l i g h t s .  
If t h e r e  was a pocket  of g a s  and you walked i n ,  and you had t h a t  o1.d 
l i g h t ,  i t  would j u s t  "bang," i t  would go r igh t .  now, 

0: Was t h a t  something t h a t  happened o f t e n ?  

A :  Oh, y e s ,  back t.hen i t  w a s .  And t h e n ,  i f  you'd t a k e  a b i g  pocket of 
g a s  where i t  would l i g h t ,  i t  would go around and i t  w i l l  burn a1.l t h e  
oxygen o u t  of t h e  a i r .  And I would, anyone would, f a l l  on t - h e i r  f a c e ,  
f a l l  down t o  g e t  away from t h e  f i r e  above them. Wel.l., al.1 you have t o  do 
i s  j u s t  b r e a t h e  twice ,  and y o u ' r e  dead.  Your lungs  c o l l a p s e .  

Q: The g a s  i s  t h a t  bad? 

A: Well, t h e r e  i s  no oxygen. When you b r e a t h e  i n ,  y o u ' r e  gone. And 
t h e n  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  they had a l i t t l e  d e v i c e  t h e y  g i v e  u s ,  i t  w a s  c a l l e d  
a s e l f - r e s c u e r .  You c a r r i e d  i t  on your b e l t  and i n  c a s e  of a n  e x p l o s i o n  
o r  any th ing ,  you'd g rab  it. and ho ld  i t  over  your nose ,  and i t  would l a s t  
t h i r t y  seconds.  That  would g i v e  you p l e n t y  of t i m e  t.o be i n t o  t h e  nex t  
a i r  c o u r s e  o r  maybe where t h e  a i r  was. 
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Q: When were t h o s e  f i r s t  s t a r t e d ?  

A: That w a s  s t a r t e d  a long  back i n  t h e  1950s. 

: When you d r i l l e d  t h e s e  h o l e s ,  you had k ind  of a hand-held dri l-I .? 

A: Yes, i t  was hand o p e r a t e d .  You had t o  do a l l  t h e  d r i l l i n g  by hand. 

9 :  And t h e n  a f t e r  you b l a s t e d  t h e  c o a l ,  what k ind  of t o o l s  d i d  you use?  

A: You used t h e  p i c k  and t h e  s h o v e l .  

: There  would be d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s  of c o a l  then? 

A: Oh, y e s ,  when you g o t  b i g  chunks,  you had t o  b reak  them up. And t h e n  
on some of t h e  h o l e s  where t h e y  had t h e s e  b i t s ,  t h e y ' d  u s e  churn d r i l l s .  

Q: You were s a y i n g  you used p i c k  and s h o v e l  a f t e r  t h e  b l a s t i n g  was done. 
Were those t h e  primary t o o l s  you used? 

A:  hat's what we used t o  load  t h e  c o a l .  

Q: Now d i d  some fe1.l.ows f e e l  as mechanizat ion and b i g g e r  machines came 
i n  t h a t  they  were a t h r e a t  t.o t h e i r  work? 

A: Yes, t h e y  d i d ,  and it r e p l a c e d  a l o t  of men. Recause a 1-ot of the  
men weren ' t  c a p a b l e  of o p e r a t i n g  t h e  machinery. 

Q: What was some of t h e  machinery t h a t  f i r s t  came i n  t o  use?  

A: Well, t h e  c u t t i n g  machine was t h e  f i r s t  one t h a t  came i n .  You'd c u t  
t h e  c o a l  and you had t o  shoo t  i t  down, b u t  you s t i l l .  1-oaded i t  by hand. 
And t h e n  they  g o t  conveyors ,  you s t i l . 1  had t o  scoop t h a t  [ t h e  c o a l ]  i n  
t h e  conveyors,  b u t  t h e y  pu t  i t  i n  t h e  c a r .  That went on f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  and then  they  r e a l l y  g o t  going and they  g o t  load ing  machines. They 
picked t h e  c o a l  up and they  j u s t  threw t h e  c o a l  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  c a r .  One 
machine could  load  e l e v e n  hundred t o n s  a day.  

Q: You mentioned a cu t . t ing  machine and s h o o t i n g  down. What does  t h a t  
mean? 

A: Well, t h e  cu t t . ing  machine cou1.d c u t  a c u t  from t h e  r i b  a c r o s s  t h e  
f a c e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  r i b ,  and i t  would be from s i x  t o  n i n e  f e e t  deep. Then 
t h e y  would come and d r i l l  h o l e s  and snub t h a t  c o a l  down. 

Q: ~ h e y ' d  s t i l l  b l a s t  i t  and shoo t  i t . ?  

A: Yes, they used powder f o r  y e a r s .  Then t h e y  g o t  where they  used a i r .  
By u s i n g  a i r ,  t h e y  could  shoo t  on s h i f t .  You could  be working i n  t h i s  
p l a c e  h e r e  and over  here s ixt .y  f e e t ,  they  cou1.d be s h o o t i n g .  They cou1,d 
make a c i r c l e  plumb around,  j u s t  keep going around a l l  t h e  p l a c e s .  Maybe 
t h e y  had six p l a c e s  and they  would j u s t  go round and sound, one would 
f o 1 l . a ~  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  load  machine, t h e n  your c u t t i n g  machine and your  
load  machine. Then your  p inner ,  t h e y  b o l t e d  t h e  roof up. 
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Q: While you were u s i n g  t h i s  b l a c k  powder t.hen, you cou ld  n o t  load  and 
work t h e  mine w h i l e  you were s h o o t i n g  t.he b l a c k  powder? 

A: Oh, no,  when you s h o t  t h a t  b l a c k  powder, you had t o  s t a y  out a t  least 
e i g h t  hours .  

Q: The mine had t.o be empty t h e n ,  f o r  e i g h t  hours?  

A: Y e s ,  f o r  e i g h t  h o u r s ,  s o  i t  cou ld  a i r  o u t .  

Q: Did one f e l l o w  do a l l  t.he s h o o t i n g  a1.l t h e  t ime? 

A: No, at  t i m e s  t h e y  would have [one]  f o r  each u n i t ,  they 'd  have a s h o t  
f i r e r  they 'd  cal.1. them. Then i t  g o t  t o  where every  dr i l . l .e r  s h o t  h i s  own 
s h o t s .  I f  I d r i l - l e d  s i x t y  h o l e s  and tamped them, I ' d  have t o  shoo t  them. 
And maybe they 'd  have f o u r  t o  s i x  dri l .1.ers i n  a u n i t .  And t h e n  t h e r e ' d  
be s i x  men down t h e r e  s h o o t i n g  s h o t s .  

Q: And t h i s  w a s  u s u a l l y  done i n  a s e p a r a t e  s h i f t  e n t i r e l y  from t h e  work 
s h i f t ?  

A: That was a f t e r  t h e  working s h i f t ,  when everybody was o u t  of t h e  mine. 
There could  be nobody i n  t.he mine, on ly  t h e  s h o t  f i r e r .  

Q: You worked i n  s e v e r a l  mines,  were t h e  d e p t h s  of t h e  mines d i f f e r e n t  
i n  d i f f e r e n t  mines? 

A:  Yes, you t a k e  Peabody No. 51, o r  say  w e ' l l  t a k e  P e t e r s b u r g .  T h e i r  
c o a l  is  f i f t y  f o o t  deep,  and a t  Andrew i t  was abou t  165 f o o t  deep.  I n  
S p r i n g f i e l d  i t  r u n  approx imate ly  240, something al.ong i n  t h e r e ,  200 f e e t  
t o  240. Then you go down t o  Pawnee, i t ' s  around 460 f e e t .  Then Pana was 
730 f e e t  deep. 

Q: 1 suppose t h e r e  would be d i f f e r e n t  t - roubles  then  i n  t h e s e  mines,  t.he 
deeper  mines? 

A :  Well, t h e  deeper  mine, t h e  more p r e s s u r e  you had on your r i b s ,  on 
your t o p ,  your r i b s  r a s h .  You t a k e  a deep mine, you can j u s t  t a k e  a 
machine and l e t  i t  j u s t  h i t  t h e  c o a l  and i t  w i l l  j u s t  keep popping o f f .  
Even tua l ly  it w i l l  j u s t  widen i t  o u t ,  way o u t .  

: T h i s  i s  caused from t h e  p r e s s u r e  of t h e  o v e r l y i n g  rock? 

A: Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s o  much weight.. 

Q: Was t h i s  t r u e  of t h e  mines i n  P e t e r s b u r g  and S p r i n g f i e l d ?  

A: No, i t  wasn ' t  deep enough, i t  d i d n f t  have t-hat. p r e s s u r e .  You t a k e  
t h e  deeper  mines, is  where they have squeezes .  T h a t ' s  where your  bottom 
comes t o  your: top .  I ' v e  s e e n  it where they l o s e  a whole s e c t i o n ,  i t  
would j u s t  squeeze t o g e t h e r .  

: Is t h i s  something t h a t  happens s lowly? 
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A: Well., i t  would s t a r t  s lowly ,  b u t  t h e  f a r t h e r  a l o n g  i t  goes ,  t h e  
f a s t e r  i t  g e t s .  I s e e n  i t  happen t o  squeeze w i t h i n  e i g h t  hours ,  t o  where 
t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n .  

Q: They'd have a t u n n e l  dug? 

A: Y e s ,  and i t  would squeeze s h u t .  

Q: T h a t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

A: Well, t h a t  was due t o  t h e  a i r  p r e s s u r e .  Then they 'd  g e t  a 1 i t t l . e  
hoggy on g e t t i n g  t h e  coa l  and they 'd  t a k e  a l i t t l e  t o o  much c o a l  o u t  t o o .  
That  d o n ' t  h e l p  a b i t  e i t h e r .  And i t  s e e m s  l i k e  every  p l a c e  t h a t  you 
f i n d  where t h e r e  was rock  t o p ,  i t  had a tendency t o  squeeze.  

Q: Now when they  t a l k  abou t  a s l o p e  mine, what does  t h a t  mean? 

A: That. means t h a t  i t  j u s t  goes  down g r a d u a l ,  on a g r a d u a l  s l o p e .  

Q: And a n o t h e r  t y p e  of mine would be cal.l.ed what? 

A: A s h a f t  mine. 

Q: What k i n d s  of mines were t h e r e  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ?  

A: They were s h a f t  mines. 

(1: You mentioned t h e  u s e  of t h e  m u l e  awhi le  ago.  Were t .here any o t h e r  
an imals  used i n  t h e  mines? 

A: Mules and pon ies ;  t h e y  sometimes used She t land  pon ies .  I s e e n  them 
be ing  used,  but  they  were i n  t h e  sma1.ler mines. But you t a k e  a  b i g  mine 
and u s e  a good mule, t h e y  d i d  have maybe f i f t y  o r  s i x t y  mules down below 
i n  t h e  b i g  mines,  and you'd maybe have t e n  mules i n  on one pardon. A 
pardon i s  where you go i n  t o  where y o u ' r e  going t o  work and t h e r e  was a 
pass ing  t r a c k  i n  t h e r e .  There would be a double  t r a c k ,  t h a t ' s  where they  
cou ld  p u t  l o a d s  on one s i d e  and t h e  empt ies  on t h e  ot.her. Then your  road 
motor cou ld  come i n  and b r i n g  t h e i r  empt ies  and drop them i n ,  and p i c k  
your  l o a d s  up and go o u t .  They ca l l  them pardons .  

(2: Now when t h e  men were o u t  of t h e  mines and b l - a s t i n g  was going on, 
were t h e  anima1.s moved o u t  a l s o  o r  were they  l . e f t  i n ?  

A: The on ly  an imal  that was i n s i d e  would be  t h e  mule t h a t  we came o u t  
w i t h ,  t h a t  was o u r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  To d r i v e  a mule o u t ,  we'd r i d e  o u t  i n  
a car and he 'd  p u l l  us  o u t .  But t h e  rest of t h e  mules would be on t h e  
bottom i n  a  barn.  They had a  b i g  ba rn  b u i l t  back i n  t h e r e .  

Q: Right  down under t h e  ground? 

A: O h ,  yes ,  y e s ,  they  s t a y e d  t .here y e a r  round. 

: What was t h i s  ba rn  l i k e ,  a b i g  one? 
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A: Well, i t  was j u s t  a b i g  room. It had stalls i n  i t ,  and i t  had feed  
t roughs  and i t  had t h e  wa te r  and e v e r y t h i n g  t h e r e .  

(2: Would they keep t h e  an imals  down t h e r e  whi1.e t h e  mine was i n  working 
season?  

A: When i n  season ,  and t h e n  when t h e  t i m e  come f o r  t h e  mine t o  s h u t  
dawn, t.hey brought  t h e  an imals  up and l e t  them go o u t  i n  p a s t u r e .  Then 
they  took  them back down when they s t a r t e d  a g a i n .  

Q: Did t h i s  a f f e c t  t.he an imals  i n  any way? 

A: Well, they  were b l i n d  a l i t t l e  b i t  when they 'd  come ou t  f o r  maybe two 
o r  t h r e e  days .  You could  n o t i c e  i t  t h a t  t h e y  were k i n d  of b l i n d ,  bu t  
they 'd  come r i g h t  o u t  of i t .  

Q:  Well, you know, we h e a r  s t o r i e s  abou t  miners  u s i n g  c a n a r i e s  and b i r d s  
f o r  gas ,  were t h e s e  a c t u a l l y  used? 

A: Years ago t h e y  were,  but now, i n  t.he last  f i f t y  y e a r s ,  t h e y  have had 
a s a f e t y  l i g h t  t h a t  you d e t e c t  g a s  w i t h .  

Q: How does t h a t  work? 

A :  Well ,  it.'s l i k e  a 1-antern,  and when you come int.0 g a s ,  i t  w i l l  b l a z e  
o r  burn. The  gas  w i l l  explode i n s i d e  t h a t  chimney. 

Q: It w i l l  f l a r e  up? 

A:  Yes, and you can set g a s  o f f  w i t h  i t ,  i f  you d o n ' t  know how t o  use  
it. You can f i n d  o u t  how many f e e t  of gas you've go t .  

Q: In 1929, when you f i r s t  s t a r t e d  working,  d i d  t h e y  u s e  c a n a r i e s  then 
as a n  i n d i c a t o r ?  

A: No, n o t  t h a t  I e v e r  knew. 

Q: When t.hey t a l k  abou t  a dog h o l e ,  what does  t h a t  mean? 

A: Well., a dog h o l e  is  j u s t  a mine t h a t  hasn' t :  had any money spent. on 
i t .  It was on a s m a l l  s c a l e ,  i t  was run  down and e v e r y t h i n g .  

: But i t  d i d n ' t  have any th ing  t o  do w i t h  u s i n g  dogs? 

A: No, t h a t  was j u s t  a n  e x p r e s s i o n .  

: Did they  u s e  any o t h e r  an imals  i n  t h e  mines b e s i d e s  the ponies  and 
mules? 

A: No, no.  

Q :  I ' v e  heard  peop le  say  t h a t  i n  t h e  modern mines today t h e r e  is  equipment 
a v a i l a b l e  bu t  some miners  won't wear i t ,  because  i t ' s  bulky or  because  
t h e y  c o n s i d e r  i t  unmanly. Is t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  t o  t h a t ?  



M a r s h a l l  Yoakum 9 

A: No. Well., i t ' s  bul-ky f o r  one reason .  And everybody shou ld  wear it. 
because  i t ' s  of b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  miner. 

Q: I ' v e  heard  t a l k  about  t h e  miners  i n  Springfie1.d d u r i n g  t h e  union 
days ,  a c t u a l l y  wearing guns on t h e  s t r e e t s .  Is t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  t o  t h a t ?  

A:  When they  had t r o u b l e ,  when t h e r e  was a d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  un ions ,  t.hat. 
w a s  so .  Y e s ,  t h e y  c a r r i e d  guns.  

Q: Now, t.he support . ing s t r u c t u r e s  i n  a mine, what a r e  t h e s e  cal - led? 

A: Props and b a r s .  

Q: What's t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ?  

A: Well,, a prop would be s t r a i g h t  up and down, and a b a r  wou1.d be a n  
I-beam a c r o s s .  You have wooden b a r s ,  and t h e n  they  have I-beams, metal  
b a r s  t h a t  are more permanent, b u t  now they u s e  roof  b o l t i n g .   hat's 
where t h e y  p i n  t h e  t o p  up. 

Q: How is t h a t  done? 

A: Well ,  i t ' s  s i x  f o o t  b o l t s  and t h e  end of t h a t  b o l t  h a s  a n  expansion 
nut. on i t ,  and t h e y  have a board probably  f o u r t e e n  i n c h e s  s q u a r e  below 
w i t h  a n  i r o n  p l a t e  on i t .  With h y d r a u l i c s  they  push t h a t  up t h e r e  and 
t i g h t e n  i t ,  and t h a t  p u l l s  t h a t  up. T h a t ' s  f o r  your speedy mining.  I t ' s  
n o t  permanent bu t  you can t a k e  i t  and i t  wi1.l hold  long enough t o  work 
o u t  a room. Then a f t e r  you g e t  t h e  room worked o u t ,  you d o n ' t  c a r e  if i t  
f a l l s  i n  o r  n o t ,  because  t h a t  j u s t  t a k e s  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f f  of someplace 
else. L ike  i f  you g o t  a squeeze ,  l i k e  we was t a l k i n g  about  a w h i l e  ago,  
sometimes they went i n ,  and they s h o t  p a r t  of t h e  mine i n ,  s o  i t  would 
t a k e  t h a t  p r e s s u r e  o f f .  

: Well now, when you were mining,  d i d  you have t o  l e a v e  a c e r t a i n  
amount of c o a l ?  

A: Yes, you tu rned  your rooms every  t h i r t y  f e e t ,  and you ] .eft  a p i l l a r  
i n  t h e r e .  Usual ly  your rooms would r u n  abou t  20 f e e t  o r  25 f e e t  wide,  
and maybe 280 f e e t  deep. Your e n t r i e s  wou1.d be tu rned  on s ix t .y  f o o t  
c e n t e r s ,  and t h e y  t r i e d  t o  hold  t.hem t o  twelve t o  f o u r t e e n  f e e t  because  
normal ly  your b a r s  were twelve f e e t  and f o u r t e e n  f e e t  b a r s .  Anything 
over  t h a t  you coul0dn1t  do much wit.h i t  because  t h e r e  would he t o o  much 
chance f o r  i t  t o  bend. 

Q: Well now, when w e  t h i n k  of t h e  coal. mines i n  terms a£ s i z e ,  were they 
h i g h  enough t h a t  you could  s t a n d  up i n  them? 

A :  Oh, yes .  I ' ve  worked where they 've  been twelve t o  f o u r t e e n  f o o t  
h igh.  And t h a t ' s  when i t ' s  dangerous ,  because  a n y t h i n g  you c a n ' t  sound 
w i t h  a sounding rod i s  dangerous.  It g o t  t o  be t h e  h a b i t  of a coal. 
miner,  a good c o a l  miner,  when he  wa1,ks a l o n g ,  and you w i l l  see him with  
a p i c k  sounding t.he t.op. I f  i t '  s g o t  a r i n g  t o  i t ,  why i t ' s  good t.op. 
I f  i t  sounds l i ke  h i t t i n g  a pumpkin, why you know i t  ' a  g e t t i n g  bad; i t ' s  
g e t t i n g  ready t o  f a l l  i n .  Then y e a r s  ago your  mules cou ld  t e l l .  They 
knew where a l l  t h e  bad t o p  w a s .  
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Q: How d i d  you know t h a t ?  

A: Well., l i k e  i f  you w a s  d r i v i n g  a mule and t h e  mu1.e would come t o  a bad 
s p o t ,  where i t  w a s  ready t o  cave i n ,  h e  e i t h e r  wouldn' t  go on under i t  o r  
h e  would r u n  on under  i t ,  so  he  cou1.d g e t  o u t  from under  t h e r e  qu ick .  

: Somehow t h e  mule cou ld  a c t u a l l y  s e n s e ?  

A: Yes, he  knew. You couldn ' t .  f o o l  him a b i t .  H e  knew i t .  You always 
wanted t o  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  mule. That was a good p o l i c y  of t h e  c o a l  mine. 

Q: These an imals  a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I was i n  a c l a y  mine a t  one t i m e ,  and 
t.he miners  a c t u a l l y  s h a r e d  a l i t t l e  of t h e i r  food w i t h  t h e  mice i n  t h e  
mine. 

A: Oh, yes .  They f e d  the mice and they  f e d  t h e  mules. They would t.ake 
them a p p l e s ,  maybe sandwiches,  and i f  you weren ' t  c a r e f u l ,  they  would eat  
i t  a1.1.. 

Q: So, t h e r e  w e r e  a c t u a l . 1 ~  mice i n  t h e  mines? 

A: Oh, and rats, yes.  I ' v e  s e e n  b i r d s  i n  t-he c o a l  mines, oh, f i v e  miles 
back and under t h e  ground. 

: Haw would they  g e t  t h e r e ?  

A: Wel-I., t h e y ' d  probably  be monkeying around when y o u ' r e  h o i s t i n g  t h e  
c o a l .  You've g o t  a cage going up and one coming down. And one probably  
g o t  under t h i s  cage t h a t  was heading down and t h e  downdraft  pushed him on 
down. Then when t h e y  g e t  i n  on t h e  bottom, t h e  motors have h e a d l i g h t s ,  
and they would f l y  ahead of t h i s  motor. ~ e ' d  be going i n ,  and t h i s  b i g  
h e a d l i g h t  s h i n i n g  o u t ,  and they would be r i g h t  ahead of it,, t h e y  would go 
r i g h t  on i n .  

: You mentioned a d ra f t . .  Is i t  i n  t h e  s h a f t  of t.he mine? 

A: Y e s ,  w e l l ,  you s e e ,  normally they  h o i s t  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  c a r s  a minut,e. 
Say your mine i s  f o u r  hundred f o o t  deep,  t h e y  can  h o i s t .  t h r e e  o r  four  
c a r s  a minute.  They can h o i s t  t h e  load  f a s t e r  t h a n  t h e  empty w i l l  drop.  

: And t h i s  wouJ-d c r e a t e  a d r a f t ?  

A: Y e s .  

: And t h a t  was p r e t t y  s t r o n g ?  

A:  On t h e i r  drums, on t h e i r  h o i s t i n g  eng ine ,  they  have what they  cal.1. a 
step-up drum. They had a s e a l  on t h e r e ,  t h e y  cou ld  h o i s t  t h a t  bolt up 
f a s t e r  t h a n  t h a t  empty, when i t  fiI.J., could  go back down t h e  h o l e .  That 
kep t  t h e  rope  from f l o p p i n g  o v e r .  

(2: Was t h e r e  much d i f f e r e n c e  i n  mines i n  terms of the  c a g e s ,  say  i n  t h e  
1930s compared t o  t h e  1940s f o r  ins t .ance? 
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A: Oh, yes .  You t a k e  now i n  the mines i n  Spr ingf ie l .d ,  t h e y ' d  h o i s t  
twelve men a t  a t - i m e .  That  would he a l o t  of men. A t  Pana, t h e y  h o i s t e d  
f o r t y  a t  a t i m e .  Everyt.hing grew, i t  was be t t . e r .  

Q: How d i d  t h e  l i g h t i n g  d i f f e r  from t h e  e a r l y  days  t o  t h e  1960s? 

A: It used t o  be we had c a r b i d e  l i g h t s ,  and t h e y  were hard t o  s e e .  Then 
t h e y  g o t  what t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e  bug l i g h t ,  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t .  You c a r r e d  your 
b a t t e r y  on your  be1.t. It weighed probably  six pounds. Then you had a 
cord t h a t  hooked on t o  your c a p ,  on your ha rd  h a t .  And t h e n  back y e a r s  
ago,  t h e r e  wasn ' t  such a t h i n g  as a hard  h a t .  Then they  passed t h e s e  new 
mining 1-awa where everybody had t o  wear a hard  h a t ,  and hard toed  s h o e s ,  
which was a wonderful. t h i n g .  

Q: When d i d  t h a t  f i r s t  happen t h a t  t h o s e  requ i rements  were made? 

A: Oh, I t h i n k  i t  must have been i n  t h e  1940s. 

: Were i n j u r i e s  common? You mentioned hard t-oed s h o e s ,  

A: Oh, y e s ,  t h e r e  were a l o t  of i n j u r i e s  of peop le  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  toes  
mashed. O r ,  l i k e  i n  t h e  man t - r i p s  coming o u t ,  i f  your motor w a s  running 
a l i t t l e  t o o  f a s t ,  somebody would f o r g e t  t o  r a i s e  t h e i r  head up, why h e  
w a s  h u r t .  There a hard h a t  would p r o t e c t  you, and your  ha rd  shoes  would. 
There were s o  many ways you cou ld  g e t  h u r t  i n  coal. mining,  it was d i f f e r e n t  
t h a n  anybody else. There  were two t h i n g s  you had t o  do. F i r s t ,  you had 
t o  l e a r n  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of y o u r s e l f ,  t h e n  you l e a r n e d  your job.  Because, 
i f  you d i d n ' t  l e a r n  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of y o u r s e l f ,  you d i d n ' t  need any j o b ,  
because  you weren ' t  going t o  have any. 

: So you j u s t  d i d n ' t  walk i n  a mine and s tar t  working? 

A: No, you j u s t  d i d n ' t  go i n  t h e r e  and start  working,  because  you had t o  
l e a r n  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of y o u r s e l f .  You cou1.d go i n  t h e r e  and do i t  that .  
way, b u t  you wouldn' t  last  t o o  long.  

Q: Would you a p p r e n t i c e  w i t h  someone? 

A: Y e s ,  you were supposed t o .  You were supposed t o  a p p r e n t i c e  f o r  two 
y e a r s .  But,, a l o n g  back i n  t.hat t i m e ,  t hey  t r i e d  t o  r e l a x  t h e  laws and 
t h e n  you g o t  by wi thou t  i t .  

Q: What was ir l i k e  i n  t.erms of t empera tu re  i n  t h e  mine? 

A: Well, you t a k e  a deep mine, it.'s h o t .  You cou ld  j u s t  s i t  and p e r s p i r e .  
You'd be wringing wet;  you d i d  n o t  have t o  do any work, you caul-d j u s t  
s i t  and do t h a t .  

Q: What dep th  would i t  have t o  be b e f o r e  you would g e t  t h o s e  c o n d i t i o n s ?  

A: Well, i f  you g e t  around a l i t t l e  over  f o u r  hundred f e e t ,  y o u ' r e  
getting down h o t .  Your a i r  h a s  t o  t r a v e l  s o  f a r .  See,  some of that .  a i r ,  
l i k e  i n  these S p r i n g f i e l d  mines, some of t h a t  a i r  t r a v e l s  20 o r  25 m i l e s  
b e f o r e  i t  g o t  t o  you. You would go and go, and t .hat  a i r  j u s t  keeps  
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f o l l o w i n g  you. When you work o u t  a s e c t i o n  and go t o  a new s e c t i o n ,  you 
s t i l l  g o t  t o  a i r  t h a t  one s e c t i o n  you j u s t  tnoved o u t  05 ,  u n l e s s  you s e a l  
i t .  And t h e n  maybe y o u ' r e  n o t  s i t u a t e d  where you can g e t  t h e  a i r  t o  it .  
I f  you seal i t ,  you g o t  t o  have i t  going through t h e r e .  Then when t h e y  
abandoned works, t h e n  t h e y  seal ,  t h a t  up. 

Q: I ' v e  heard  t h e  t e r m  robbing a  mine. What does t h a t  mean? 

A: Well, t h a t ' s  just when t.hey t a k e  t o o  much coal o u t .  A s  we were 
t a l k i n g  awhi le  ago,  where your rock  t o p  is ,  t h a t ' s  where they  have a 
tenancy t o  rob.  They t a k e  i t  way o u t .  

Q: Because t h e r e  is a s t r o n g e r  r o o f ?  

A: Y e s ,  and t.hen they  g e t  t h e i r  squezes ,  t h a t ' s  when i t  starts squeez ing  
t o g e t h e r .  

Q: I f  a mine is  going t o  be  c l o s e d  o u t ,  s a y  t h e y  are  going t.o c e a s e  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  w i l l  t h e y  t h e n  go back i n  and p u l l  t-hose p i S l a r s  out., o r  i s  
t h a t  t o o  dangerous?  

A :  ~ t ' s  t o o  dangerous.  They d o n ' t  do t h a t ,  They j u s t  pul.1 o u t .  They 
t r y  t o  recover  some of t h e  material. 

Q: But t h o s e  have t o  be l e f t ?  

A: Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: What about  t h e  more shal.low mines ,  a r e  t h e y  c o l d  o r  damp? 

A: WeLL, t.hey are damp, and t .hey l re  c o o l e r ,  a l o t  c o o l e r .  You t a k e  185 
f e e t  o r  200 f e e t ,  i t ' s  a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  working i n  t,he deep 
mine. I t ' s  n i c e  and c o o l  and comfor tab le  down t h e r e .  

Q: Is t h e r e  much wate r  i n  a c o a l  mine? 

A: I n  d i f f e r e n t  mines,  

: What does  t h a t  depend on? 

A :  Well., some mines,  you have t o  have a sump [pump] down there,  t o  pump 
t h e  wa te r  o u t .  Then, I ' v e  s e e n  mines t h a t  have been t i l e d ,  l i k e  they  
t i l e  t h e  t e r r a i n  h e r e .  They l a i d  a ti1.e t o  g e t  t h e  wa te r  o u t  of t h e r e .  
Then some of them go i n  two o r  t h r e e  m i l e s ,  and t.hey d i g  a b i g  sump and 
they  d r i l l  a h o l e  on o u t .  They go up and d r i l l  a h o l e  down t o  t h a t  and 
t h e n  they 'd  pump wate r  o u t  through t h e r e ,  u s e  t h a t  as a d r a i n a g e  system. 
Then t h e r e ' s  o t h e r  mines t h a t  a r e  j u s t  as d r y  a s  can be. 

: No wate r  i n  them? 

A: N o  wa te r  i n  them a t  a l l .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: Is t h e r e  any d i f f e r e n c e  i n  s a f e t y  as t o  a wet. mine and a  d r y  mine? 
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A: I ' L L  t ake  a w e t  one f o r  s a f e t y .  

: You would? 

A: Yes, you may have a l i t t l e  more gas  bu t  that . ' s  b l eede r  gas ,  that.  
i s n ' t  too  bad. 

Q:  Bleeder gas ,  what does t h a t  mean? 

A: Well, t h a t ' s  when your gas  bleeds ou t  of your r i b s  and out  of  your 
top. 

Q: I t 's  a c t u a l l y  gas  coming out  uf t h e  coa l ?  

A: It's not  methane. Methane i s  t h e  t reacherous  gas  i n  a coal. mine. 
Bleeder gas, i t  might pocket j u s t  a l i t t l . e ,  but  n o t  enough t.o h u r t  anything.  

Q: Where does t h e  methane come from? 

A: Well, i t  comes out  of t h e  c o a l  too.  But i t ' s  from t.he l ack  of oxygen. 
When you g e t  where t h e r e  is  no a i r ,  o r  you t ake  a s ea l  o f f  of some o l d  
works, you got  t o  go bleed that.  somet,imes, t o  g e t  t h e  p re s su re  o f f .  The 
methane and t h e  gas  bu i ld  up i n  t h e r e ,  and you go t  t o  bleed t h a t  ou t .  

Q: You c a n ' t  j u s t  seal  i t  o f f  and walk o f f  and leave  i t ?  

A: No, because sometimes your s e a l  will. leak.  You can have your gas  
Leak r i g h t  t h e r e ,  and t h a t  w i l l  come out  i n t o  your A t ra in .  

Q: We w e r e  t a l k i n g  about e a t i n g  awhile  ago. Was there any p a r t i c u l a r  
foods o r  methods of ea t i ng?  

A: No, we j u s t  took sandwiches and co f f ee .  

Q: L s  t h i s  p r e t t y  much the  same today as it. was i n  t,he 1930s i f  you were 
t o  go i n t o  a mine? 

A: Yes, yes ,  Only th ing  i t ' s  more modern now, we used t.o have a r i d e  i n  
a c a r ,  an o ld  c a r .  Now they have c a r s  you can g e t  i n ,  they cal., them 
man-trip c a r s .  You g e t  i n  and they a r e  covered. You s i t  i n  them and 
they a r e  very comfortable .  The o ld  p i ck  c a r s ,  you can imagine what they 
were, t r y i n g  t o  hang on t o  t h e  s i d e  of them wi th  f i v e  men. 

Q: Did you e a t  a t  t h e  f ace  of t h e  mine where you ' re  working, o r  were 
t h e r e  rooms where you a t e ?  

A :  No, u s u a l l y  you'd take your bucket .  It  used t o  be you had a box, a 
powder box, where you kept  your powder and your t o o l s .  And it  would be 
back i n  t h e  c r o s s  c u t .  Now, they usual.ly c a r r y  t h e i r  lunches on t h e i r  
jeeps.  They have jeeps ,  l i k e  your dr i l .1  jeeps ,  your pinning jeep,  your 
c u t t i n g  machine. And where they have continuous motors,  they 've  go t  them 
r i g h t  t h e r e .  Then you j u s t  s t e p  back t o  t h e  c r o s s  c u t  and e a t  your 
d inner .  But now you ' re  s taggered ,  where i t  used t o  be you weren ' t .  The 
machine never s t o p s ,  i t  j u s t  keeps going. ~ h e ~ ' l l  have somebody come i n  
there and work f o r  f i f t e e n  minutes while  you e a t  your dinner .  




















