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Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape-recorded interview conducted by
Colleen R, Ogg for the Oral History Office, Sangamon State University in
September 1984. Colleen Ogg also transcribed the tapes and edited the
transcript, Jean Yntema reviewed the transcript.

Mrs, Yntema was born in Urbana, Illinois in 1898. She was graduated from
the University of Illinois in 1920, and taught school at Crossnore, South
Carolina. After returning to Urbana, she married Leonard Yntema in 1923,
and they have three children. In this memoir she discusses her family's
history, the banking business, the history of Champaign County, family life
at the turm of the century, two memorable trips to Europe (1908 and 1920),
the Depression, and her interest in conversation.

Colleen Ogg has always lived in the Springfield area. She is married and
has two adult children. After being away from school for thirty years, she
returned to Sangamon State as a part-time student and received a B.A. in
Literature in 1983. From 1983 to 1985 she was the Graduate Assistant in

the History Program, and was graduated with a M.A. in Public History in 1985.

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and editor
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in
such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not responsible for
the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein;
these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be reproduced
in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, without permission
in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon State University,
Springfield, Illinois, 62708,



Jean Yntema, September 25, 1984, Springfield, Illinois.

Colleen Ogg, Interviewer.

Q. Mrs. Yntema, I am going to start out with asking you about your
family background. You are from Champaign, so can you tell me something
about your family?

A. Well, first of all I am definitely from Urbana.
Q. Sorry. (laughter)

A, And you should know there has always been a rivalry there. So many
times--geveral times anyhow, people have tried to get the two towns
together. Generally these are people who have come from far away to the
University and they think it would be much more efficient if the government
of the two towns were the same. Always those attempts have been voted
down, neither town liking the idea.

Q. All right, I'll start over and ask about your family background in
Urbana. Can you tell me how long your family has been there?

A, I believe you just told me that in looking up the records, my great-
grandfather came in 1829 and as I remember the family tales, he came from
Indiana and--or through Indiana at any rate--and the family had lived for
a while in Kentucky. And I believe in Kentucky there is a cemetery with
a number of Busey graves in it and the family had come from Maryland
before that., And according to the genealogy that one cousin looked up,
he traced the family back to a Busey who came from England to America and
I can't tell you the date, fairly early. I believe it was a Paul Busey
and he also found that there was a Paul Busey that had left England about
the same time, and he could trace that person's ancestry back to France.
But he never was able to prove that the Paul Busey who left England was
the same Paul Busey that he found in the United States.

Q. Now, the Busey that came in 1829 was your great-grandfather?

A. Matthew Wales Busey.

Q. And your father's name?

A. George Busey. George W. Busey, and the '"W' doesn't stand for anything.
You'd think it might be George Washington but it wasn't. But he was named
for somebody that he didn't like when he grew up, and so he put a different

initial in there because his brothers had "W's for middle initials.
(laughs)
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That's like Harry S. Truman. The "S" stood for nothing.
The "S" stood for nothing? I didn't know that.

Your family was in banking? The Buseys were in banking?

o op g

Well yes, of course originally in farming. They were fortunate
enough to have gotten in on the days when they could take up a farm and
were wise enough to retain their acreage for quite a while. But, just
what their interests were other than farming at first I don't know. They
settled along the Boneyard which is a little stream that flows through
Champaign and Urbana, and that was the natural thing for many of the
settlers because there was water and there was wood and these prairies
looked pretty desolate. And I think many of the pioneers felt that since
they didn't have any trees on them they wouldn't be very fertile. My
grandfather, Matthew Wales Busey, had a cabin--a log cabin--and I think I
barely remember that that same building used to stand in Crystal Lake
Park, Urbana when I was a child. But it was eventually vandalized and is
gone, which is a little too bad, along with other pioneer cabins that
would have been interesting.

The story is and I think there are different versions of it so how true
it is I don't know, that when the commission that decides such things was
surveying and deciding where the courthouse for the county should be,
that their first choice was somewhat farther north than Urbana. But my
grandfather persuaded them to come down for overnight at his cabin and he
was said to have made better whiskey than the other fellow and they
decided to put the courthouse not far from his cabin in Urbana.

Q. Now what date would that be?

A, T haven't the slightest idea, and how true the story is T don't know,
(laughs)

Q. Okay.

A. The town was named, and I don't know why, for Urbana, Champaign
County, Ohio.

Q. Oh, that's interesting. I didn't know there was one.

In reading the History of Champaign County, there was a Simon H. Busey
and a Samuel T. Busey.

A, Simeon H, Busey.

Q. Right, Simeon. They were comected with the First National Bank
and started the Busey Bank in 1867. You're all related?

A. Yes, Simeon H. Busey, Simeon Harrison Busey--which 1 suppose must
date him somewhat because President Harrison probably had some comnection
with that--Simeon H. Busey was my grandfather, one of the sons of Matthew
Wales Busey. And one of his brothers was Samuel Busey, Samiel T. Busey.
I didn't know about the connection with the First National Bark.
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Q. Simeon was one of the organizers of the First National Bank. And then
he and his brother broke away and started the Busey Bank in 1867. This
was several years later, so I don't know when the first one was . . .

A, I didn't know that. They started the Busey Bank in Urbana and that
was in the huilding which is now a movie theatre on Main Street in Urbana.
And T can remember when there were big heavy rocking chairs, wooden
rocking chairs, that sat out on the sidewalk in front of that building
where the old men, pioneers of the town, could sit and watch the horses
and buggies go down Main Street.,

In front of the bank?
In front of the bank on the sidewalk., In good weather T suppose.
Courtesy of the bank?
Why, I should hope so.

o o P O

. Now, Simeon H. Busey was also a representative in the 30th General
Assembly. Right?

A, Right.

Q. And he was instrumental in locating the U of I at Champaign--or
Urbana?

A, Yes.
Q. And also instrumental in building the Peoria and Eastern Railroad.

A. That I didn't know., The Peoria-Easterm Railroad went through . . .
Rantoul? No. Oh, dear, I can't think of the town, another town. A town
east of Rantoul, because I was just told by a Champaign man recently--who
was very interested in the history of the town--that this town--that it
was on that railroad that Simeon Busey had farm land. And there's a
story about the railroad going through his land. I suppose it was open
range--I don't know how much fencing there was in those days--but anyhow
he complained that the freight cars coming through there were not careful
enough~-1 believe there were no cowcatchers and apparently cowcatcher
really meant something, that name--and his cattle had been hit. And
after several complaints there was nothing done about it, so he told his
boys to go and build a barrier across that railroad and just let them
know that they were going to hit something there. And ordinarily the
boys would have put up a few rails of some sort and finish the job as
quickly as possible and go on about something else, but that was just the
time they decided to do it well. They built it quite sturdily so that
the train was derailed. There was a lawsuit about it and I don't know
what the outcome was (laughs) but there was no more trouble with the lack
of cowcatchers or whatever it was.

Q. TI'll bet not. Now the cowcatcher is the metal frame on the front of
the engine--but what did it do, it really didn't catch cows?
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A. I wouldn't think so. You'll have to ask somebody else what the real
derivation of that name cowcatcher is,

Q. I honestly don't know. Now what year were you born? What's your
birthdate?

A. July 16, 1898,

Q. And I would be interested in knowing what downtown Champaign or
downtown Urbana looked like then. Can you remember as a child what . . .

A. Yes, a great deal of the main street as I remember it was quite a lot
of it as it is now. As I say, there was that movie house there which was
the first Busey Bank Building.

Q. Do you know what the name of the movie theatre is?

A, T think it was at one time the Princess Theatre, whether or not it's
that still or not I don't know, And along that block on the north side
of the street, there was Sol Ryman's Confectionery which was beloved by
us youngsters, And the old fashioned sort of ice cream parlor with the
chairs, with the curved metal back . . .

Q. TIce cream chairs.

A. Yes. Yes, 1 remember that there. I don't know what was on the--

well, let's begin over at one end of that block. At the east end of it

was the courthouse, the courthouse square. At the west end of it was the
intersection of Main Street and Race Street. And later, the bank that I
really remember well was built on the southwest corner of that intersection
and was the same bank building that was there until a very short time ago
when a new building . .

Q. That's the lovely new building that you saw not long ago.

A. And at the comer of--I don't know how to explain it--the entrance to
the bank building was at the cormer itself, so that the door set back a
little ways from the sidewalk, leaving a little space in there where one
could set up some camp chairs. And those chairs were spread out onto the
sidewalk and we would go down every other Saturday night to hear the
local band concert. The musicians were local people who played out at
that intersection and I believe the altemate Saturday nights they'd play
down at the other end of the block, at the courthouse grounds.

Q. When you went down to the town you walked?

A. Of course, our home was only about three blocks from it, three blocks
west of it on Elm Street. One of my uncles who was at that time the
president of Busey Bank--that would be a son, one of the sons of the
founder-~lived halfway between on Elm Street. I remember Mr. Jake's

house which was quite near the street. It had a very high curb which we
youngsters used to like walking, of course. And now at the corner of Race
and Elm Streets is the Urbana Library and the library has I believe recently
bought the lot just west of it including a nice old brick house which I
think they plan to keep . . .
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Q. 0Oh, good.

A. And they have put in there or somebody has put--I think the Garden
Club of Urbana probably--has put in a most interesting, excellent herb
garden.

Q. I'm so glad to hear you say keep. I thought you were going to say
which they're going to tear down.

No, I think they appreciate it.,
Did you live in the Isaac Busey house?

No.

A

Q

A

Q. Because that is the oldest house in the county.
A, I didn't know that., Do you have an address?

Q.

No, but I'll go back to the library and find one. It was in that
hlstory that T read.

A. I'd like to know where that is,

Q. It was on Elm, T remember that. There was a picture of it and it
was on Elm Street,

A. Wonder if it could be this house the library bought? I don't know.
I knew it by another name which T now have forgotten but it could have
been Isaac Busey's first, I don't know,

Q. 503 West Elm.
A. No, no, no. That was my home.

Q. Okay, well the Isaac Busey home was a different address., I'll go back
and look that up. The George Busey house is at 503 West Elm and was
built about 1860 or 18657 And George Busey bought it in 1893,

A. It was bought in 1893. T don't know when it was built. Somebody at
the University made quite a survey of old houses in Urbana and I remember
seeing a newspaper article about that in which he said that my mother
remembered seeing that house when she was a girl visiting in Urbana. But
I can't tell you what the date was.

Q. Well, this history that I got this information from you'll remember
was 1878 so . . .

A, It says the house was--ch, the history was--oh from Cunningham's
history?

Q. Yes. And he says it was the oldest house in. . ,
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A, Cumningham said that? Judge Cunningham?
Q. Yes.

A, Well, I expect he knew. I can remember Judge Cunningham, he lived on
Green Street. Now, my father's house at 503 West Elm Street was the east
half of a block of ground so that it had an entrance both on Elm Street
and on the parallel street south of it, on Green Street, it would be 506
West Green Street. And Judge Cunningham lived on Green Street--oh, a
couple of blocks, two or three blocks west of there. T can remember
being impressed as a child by the fact that he had built on the back of
his house a fireproof room for his Lincoln library--books about Lincoln.
He was quite a Lincoln scholar. Judge Cunningham and his wife had lived
east of town in a very attractive old farmhouse, doubtless is torn down
now, which they gave to probably the Methodist Church--The Methodist
Children's Deacomness Home. It eventually became a tuberculosis
sanitarium, I don't know what it is now.

Q. That was the Cunningham home.

A, Yes.

Q. But the George Busey house at 503 West Elm was later the Baha'i . . .
A. Baha'i.

Q. Center.

A, Yes. My sister, Garreta Busey, was a Baha'i and my daughter is a
Baha'i, and when my sister died in 1976 she willed the house to the
Baha'i.

Q. Is it still being used?
A, Yes.

Q. That's wonderful. When you were a child how did you dress? What did
you wear? For Sunday and also for play?

A. Can't remember too well except I do remember that playing around the
neighborhood and going walking downtown we youngsters of the neighborhood
went barefoot most of the time in the sumertime, And walking down the
sidewalks to the downtown of Urbana--which were brick sidewalks--we
enjoyed turning our feet out to match the brick pattern.

Q. (laughs) Some things never change,

A. Some things never change. And that I remember in the wintertime
rushing from the bedroom which we usually kept cold--probably with a
window open also--into the next room to lean up against the radiator and
pull the long black stockings up over the long underwear legs. That was
something of a chore.
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Q. And try not to get lumps in them.,

A. (laughter) That's right., I don't seem to remember much else about
clothes.

Q. How many were in your immediate family?

A. My sister, Garreta, G-A-R-R-E-T-A was five years older than I. We were
the only two surviving siblings. We had had an older brother, born 1891,
who died a day or two short of his first birthday with diptheria as so

many children did in those days. The diptheria epidemics must have been
very hard. In fact I remember hearing my father say--just after my first
child was born--outside the door, '"Now, Kit," addressing my mother known

as Kit, "'you see that that child gets diptheria serum.'" WNow that was a
sore point all those years.

My mother's good friend, as close as a sister, was Mrs. Henry Dunlap who
lived at Savoy. Henry Dunlap was a state senator. Savoy is about five
miles south of us, south of Champaign. And when my brother was almost
one year old my mother took him down to stay overnight with her friend,
Nora Dunlap--show off the baby--and it was a fairly long buggy ride, the
five miles, in those days. That afternoon a friend came in with a child,
an older child, who had a cold. And in whatever was the appropriate time
after that, my mother's son was dead of diptheria and two, I believe, of
the Dunlaps' children. The child who had come in had diptheria without
anyone knowing it. He survived I believe. That was the sort of thing
that happened apparently with diptheria in those days.

Q. Did you have any bad childhood diseases?

A, Yes, I had them all., (laughter) I had them all and I had them hard.
My sister would come home from school with a rash of some sort and be
confined to home for two or three days. 1 would get scarlet fever or
measles or whatever it was and be in bed for a month.

Q. But neither you nor your sister had diptheria?

A NOI

Q. Now was there a vaccine ., . .

A. No, the diptheria vaccine was much later than that I'm sure.

Q. Well, you just happened to not be exposed to it I guess.

A. I suppose so and when I was in bed with measles or scarlet fever--
those two I seem to remember--the house was quarantined in those days
There would be a sign on the house in red letters or a red sign saying,
"Quarantine," and nobody came in except doctors or excepted people and my
father stayed at home.

Q. Did not go to work?
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A. No. If he had gone to work he would have gone to live somplace else.
Q. Oh.

A. That was the common thing in those days.

Q. So you had groceries brought to the door or something . . .

A, Oh, groceries were brought to the door in those days although we
lived only a few blocks from downtown., Of course the grocer and the meat
market man--and meat markets were separate from groceries in those days--
would deliver. You'd telephone if you wanted ten cents worth of meat and
it would be delivered.

Q. Things were different,

A. Oh, things are different. Things are supposed to be so much simpler
now but really it takes the housewife more time than it did then. (laughs)

Q. Wien you were small did your mother have help with the house--it
sounds like a large house?

A. Yes, and she had particularly good help. Apparently--it must have

been for some months before I was born--she had had difficulty with whatever
help it was and a young girl, probably wasn't more than 16 or 17 years

old, from a German farm family in Iowa, came asking for a job--Minnie
Elsmiller. And Minnie, till the last day I knew her, still spoke with a
little German accent. And my mother said, "Well, if you'll stay till

this child is borm and till she is ten years old, 1'll try you out." And
she did.

Q. Quite a trial period, wasn't it?

A, And Minnie was much beloved and I was brought up to call her Mimnie
Mama and was very fond of Mimnie. Minnie was very good to me.

I was born in a downstairs bedroom which is now what you're talking about
for kindergarten and my mother's nurse was Myra Burt who lived at that
time with the aunt who brought her up across the street--across Green
Street, And Aunt Myra as she later became took the baby across the
little enclosed back porch to the kitchen and told Mimmie, this young
girl, to watch her and put her on the door of the open oven to keep her
warm while she went back to look after my mother. And I guess Minnie
took care of me ever after.

Q. Yes. Now this nurse was not a midwife?

A, No, no she was a trained nurse, trained in Chicago.

Q. But there was also a doctor?

A. Yes, there was a doctor--and perhaps I could remember the doctor's

name-~but it doesn't matter anyhow. I guess he was a nice enough old
chap but I can remember both Minnie and me being concernmed if he--T
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believe he moved to another town later--if he were back in town, he
always came to visit. From the kitchen window you could see anybody
coming up the front walk from Elm Street and we would sigh if we saw Dr,
So and So coming up because that meant he was certainly going to stay for
dinner--dinner was in the middle of the day by the way--and he was to us
a great bore. (laughter)

Q. Dinner was in the middle or the day--your father would come home?

A. My father would come home in the middle of the day for dimner.

Q. He was at the bank. Did he take more than the regular lunch hour
then?

Probably not. Banking hours are pretty much as they are now,
But you all sat down at the dining room table for dinner.
Oh yes, oh, definitely yes.

Well then, what did you do in the evening?

o F O F

. We had supper in the evening--a light meal--also at the dining room
table,

Q. I think that is a good idea. Instead of a heavy meal in the evening.

A. There are many people who still prefer that. I would be very sleepy
after a long midday meal though.

End of Side One, Tape One

Q. Did you and your sister and your parents travel when you were a
child?

A, Well, I had a habit of getting bronchitis every winter and eventually
the doctor would say, ''You can't raise that child in this climate." Or
maybe my mother egged him on a bit, I don't know, but anyhow that was the
excuse to take me down to Florida to visit her sister. So I don't remember
going to school for a whole year at a time for many years. T was usually
taken out of school and down to visit Aunt Dell down in South Jacksonville,
Florida.

Q. How did you get there?

A, By train.

Q. By train,

A. T can remember--my one real memory of a doll--apparently I didn't

play with dolls a great deal--but I remember what a comfort the doll was
and my doll's name was Artemisia which was my grandmother's name. And












































































































































































































