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PREFACE 

This manuscript: i s  a  complete t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a t a p e  recorded i n t e r v i e w  
conducted September 13, 1978 by Horace Q. Waggoner f o r  the  Oral H i s t o r y  
O f f i c e .  Th i s  i s  one of a s e r i e s  of i n t e r v i e w s  conducted i n  connec t ion  
w i t h  t h e  Old Shawneetown Bank P r o j e c t .  Memories of a  Bank, a n  o r a l  --- 
h i s t o r y  and documentary i n v e n t o r y  a t  Old Shawneetown was publ ished i n  
1979 by t h e  Oral H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  Linda J e t t  
t r a n s c r i b e d  t h e  t a p e  and Horace Waggoner e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Mrs. Wright was born i n  Shawneetown on September 4 ,  1909. Her pr imary 
memories of t h e  bank are from l i v i n g  on t h e  t h i r d  l e v e l  f o r  a s h o r t  
t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  pe r iod  when houses  were be ing  moved from Old t o  New 
Shawneetown . 
Readers of t h e  oral h i s t o r y  memoir should  b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  the  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  n a r r a t o r  
and e d i t o r  sought  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n f o r m a l ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e  
t h a t  is  i n h e r e n t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e s .  Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
is  not r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, n o r  f o r  
views expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  are f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  judge.  

The manuscr ipt  may be r e a d ,  quo te  and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  or  mechan ica l ,  
wi thou t  pe rmiss ion  i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Ora l  H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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P a u l i n e  Wright ,  September 1 3 ,  1978, Shawneetown, I l l i n o i s .  

Horace Q.  Waggoner, I n t e r v i e w e r .  

Q .  . . . some q u e s t i o n s  h e r e  and t h e n  w e ' l l  k ind  of l e t  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
f low t h e  way i t  wants  t o  f low. When were you born? 

A.  September 4 ,  1909.  I n  Shawneetown. Born and r a i s e d  t h e r e  and I 
guess  I ' l l  d i e  here.  ( l a u g h s )  

Q .  You went t o  s c h o o l  t h e r e  i n  Shawneetown? 

A. Yes. See ,  o u r  g rade  s c h o o l  and h igh  s c h o o l  were combined then .  We 
had a v e r y  smal l  e n r o l l m e n t .  The d o w n s t a l r s  of t h e  o l d  b u i l d i n g  was t h e  
g rade  s c h o o l ,  i n  which t h e y  had t o  double  up on c l a s s e s ,  and t h e  u p s t a i r s  
was p a r t  o f  t h e  h igh  school .  

Q .  Now, t h i s  i s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t ' s  down t h e r e  now. 

A. Y e s .  I t ' d  going t o  wrack and r u i n .  I t ' s  a shame. I t ' s  a b e a u t i f u l  
o l d  bui l -ding.  And t h a t  c l o c k ,  i t ' s  a  shame they've l e t  i t  go l i k e  t h e y  
have. I t  used t o  be j u s t  as r e g u l a r  as clockwork. 

Q .  Yes. M r .  Eswine, who I i n t e r v i e w e d  couple  of weeks ago ,  used Lo 
work on t h e  c l o c k  and keep i t  going. 

A.  We've gone up t h e r e  many a t ime.  T h e r e ' s  a l a d d e r  t h a t  goes  up 
t h e r e ,  j u s t  s t r a i g h t  up, you know. I t ' s  r a t h e r  s c a r y  t o  cl imb i t .  But 
we used t o  go up and,  oh,  you cou ld  s e e  q u i t e  a d i s t a n c e  from t h e r e .  

Q T b e t  you can.  That would be about  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  up ,  t h e n ,  wouldn ' t  
i t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q.  Where d i d  you l i v e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  bank, the b i g  bank t h e r e ?  

A ,  Oh, l e t ' s  s e e .  L e t ' s  s e e ,  we were about: t h r e e  o r  f o u r  b l o c k s  
where I ,  where I was born.  

Q. From t h e  bank? 

A .  From t h e  bank. Y e s .  

Q. That w a s  your  fami ly  home there, was i t ?  



Pau l ine  Wright  

Y e s .  

What w a s  your Lather's name? 

Charles. 

Charles? 

Charles E .  Sheets.  

Is the S-H . . . 

J u s t  l i k e  the  sheets .  S-11-E-E-T-S. 

Were you married i n  Old Shawneetown? 
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A. Yes, we were mar r ied  i n  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  manse by Ikvertwd Tliornas Ikctl. 

Q. And where d i d  you l i v e  t h e n ,  when you were mar r ied?  

A. Well,  whcn w e  Eirst m a r r i e d ,  we l i v e d  w i t h  a c o u p l e ,  t h e i r  nsmc w a s  
Shook. Roy and Reva Shook. We l i v e d  u p s t a i r s .  Thcy had an  apar tment  
u p s t a i r s .  

Q. O h ?  Was t h i s  on Main S t r e e t  o r  . . . 
A. No, i t  was j u s t  o f f  of Main S t r e e t ,  That  house h a s  been moved o u t  
h e r e  now, We were  mar r ied  i n  February and J o c  went t o  Chicago t o  
embalming s c h o o l  i n  September. And I s t a y e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  f l o o d  
came. 

Q. Oh, I see .  

A, T h a t  was i n  
and s t a y e d  w i t h  
and s t a y e d  w i t h  

What year was t h i s ,  then?  

1937. And h e  was up there and w e  l e f  t--I went up there  
him a w h i l e  d u r i n g  t h e  f lood .  And I came back t o  E q u a l i t y  
h i s  u n c l e  u n t i l  h e  was a b l e  t o  come home--We c o u l d  g e t  

home and s ta r t  c l e a n i n g  o u t .  And w e  s t a y e d  w i t h  h i s  rnotner and s t e p -  
f a t h e r  f o r  a whi le .  And t h e n  we moved i n t o  u p s t a i r s  i n  t h e  Goetzman, 
Mrs. Joe ~ o e t z m a n ' s ,  home. And we s t a y e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e y  dec ided  t o  
move t h e  house o u t  he re .  I t ' s  o v e r  h e r e  j u s t  a  b lock.  I t ' s  a b e a u t i f u l  
o l d  home. And t h a t ' s  when w e  moved t o  the bank. 

Q. What w a s  the f irs t  name of Goetzman? 

A. Mrs. J o e  Goetzman. I cannot  t h i n k  of h e r  Eirst name. 

Q Okay. Now, sometime a f t e r  t h e  f l o o d ,  I unders tand  you s t a y e d  i n  
t h e  bank? 

A. Y e s .  We s t a y e d  up t h e r e  u n t i l  we moved o u t  h e r e .  Now, I d o n ' t  
remember j u s t  how long,  I don ' t  remember when t h e y  s t a r t e d  moving 
t h a t  house. But we were t h c r e  u n t i l  July of 1941. 

Q. And t h e  bank was s t i l l  i n  o p e r a t i o n  d o w n s t a i r s  - a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Oh, yes .  

(2.  You were l i v i n g  on t h e  t h i r d  l e v e l ,  I unders tand .  

A. Yes. 

Q. How d i d  you g e t  up t o  t h a t  t h i r d  l e v e l ?  

A. Well, t h e r e ' s  an  o u t s i d e  s t a i r w a y  on t h e  Route 1 3  a s  you go i n .  
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(2. 1 s e e .  O n  t h e  highway. 

A. T h e r e ' s  a  s t a i r w a y  goes  up t h e r e  and t h e n  w e  had a n o t h e r  f l i g h t  
t o  go up. 

Q. Now, t h a t  f l i g h t  going up w a s  i n  a back hal lway a c r o s s  t h e  back 
o f  t h e  bank, as I unders tand  i t .  

A. Yes, Yes. See,  t h e  s t a i r w a y  comes t h i s  way on t h e  bank going up  
t o  t h a t  second s t o r y .  And . . . 
Q. On the o u t s i d e .  

A. . . . t h e n  the  s t a i r w a y  w a s  d i r e c t l y ,  as  you t u r n e d  left, i t  w a s  
d i r e c t l y  on t h e  l e f t ,  on t h e  l e f t - h a n d  s i d e .  

Q. On t h e  l e f t  a g a h s t  t h e  back w a l l .  

A.  Yes. 

Q. Was it s t r a i g h t  from bottom to top  or d i d  it have a landing and 
a t u r n  i n  i t?  

A. No, when w e  went i n ,  w e  j u s t  went s t r a i g h t .  Thc s t a i r w a y  was r i g h t  
a g a i n s t  t h e  back w a l l .  And t h e n  we t u r n e d  r i g h t  t o  go i n t o  o u r  . . . 
. When you g o t  t o  t h e  u p s t a i r s .  

A. And that:  was a huge p l a c e  f o r  two peop le  b u t  ( l a u g h s )  we jus t :  used 
t h r e e  rooms. We had one,  a l l iv ing room, and t h e n  we had our  bedroom, 
and t h e n  o u r  k i t c h e n .  And t h e  bedroom and t h e  k i t c h e n  were r a t h e r  snull 
b u t  t h e  l i v i n g  room was r a t h e r  l a r g e .  

Q. I see .  Now, was t h i s  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  bank, then ,  o r  . . . 
A. Yes, w e  were  i n  f r o n t .  

Q. When you g o t  t o  t h e  head of  t h e  s t a i r s ,  then ,  you had t o  walk 
t h r o t ~ g h  some rooms? 

A, There  was a hal lway,  There was a hal lway and then  we went intlo 
the b i g  room. 

Q. When you c a m  t o  t h e  head of the s t a i r s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n t e r  t h a t  
hal lway t o  go t o  your  rooms, how d i d  you go? Did you t u r n  r i g h t ?  

A. Turned r i g h t .  Yes. 

Q. Were t h e r e  two d o o r s  i n  t h a t  wall t h e r e ?  
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A. Well, L d e c l a r e ,  1: don '  t remember. 

Q. Was t h e r e  someone e l s e  l i v i n g  t h e r e  a l s o ?  Was t h e r e  a n o t h e r  apar tment  
up t h e r e ?  

A. No. No. 

Q. J u s t  t h e  one. So, you went: a l o n g  t h i s  hall.way. Were there rooms 
s h o r t  of t h e  ones  i n  which you l i v e d ?  That  would have been i n  t h e  
c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  bank. 

A. I d o n ' t  know j u s t  what you mean by t h a t .  

Q. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  see now. You went up t h e  stairway and you were i n  t h e  
back h a l l  on that l e v e l  . . . 
A. Y e s .  

Q. . . . when you came t o  t h e  t o p  o f  the s ta i rway.  Then you went down 
a h a l l  toward the  f r o n t  of t h e  bank. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Well, t h e r e ' s  a v e r y  s m a l l  hall. It  was . . . 
Q. Narrow h a l l ?  

A. Narrow h a l l .  Yes. 

Q. And i t  went more o r  l e s s  down t h e  middle  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  d i d  i t ?  

A. Yes. 

) .  And when you reached  t h e  end of t h a t  h a l l  and s t e p p e d  i n t o  your  
rooms, where were you? Were you i n  t h e  d i n i n g  room a r e a ,  t h a t  you used 
f o r  d i n i n g  room, o r  what? 

A. No, w e  had o u r  k i t c h e n  and d i n i n g  room t o g e t h e r .  

Q. Together.  

A, No, t h e r e  w a s  j u s t  a huge room w i t h  a b e a u t i f u l  o l d  f i r e p l a c e .  
And t h e n  we went t o  t h e  end of t h a t  and t h a t  was where our  l i v i n g  room 
was. And then our--we were r i g h t  i n  the v e r y  f r o n t  p a r t .  We had o u r  
l i v i n g  room here .  ( h o l d s  o u t  r i g h t  hand) And t h e n  t h e r e  was a s m a l l  
room which we made i n t o  o u r  bedroom and t h e n  t h e  ki . tchen o v e r  here .  
( i n d i c a t e s  t o  l e f t  o f  h e r  r i g h t  hand) We were d i r e c t l y  o v e r  t h e  hank,  
t h e  bank p a r t .  

Q. The large l i v i n g  room, then,  woulcI have been on t h e  sotrthwest corner '?  
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Q. And can you d e s c r i b e  how you a r r a n g e d  the f u r n i t u r e  i n  t h a t  room? 
How d i d  you have i t  set  up? 

A. Oh. ( l a u g h s )  Oh, t h a t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember a t  a l l .  ( l a u g h s )  
About t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I can remember about  t h a t  i s ,  f o r  our  f i r s t  y e a r  
t h e r e ,  J o e  bought me a p i a n o ,  which was q u i t e  a s u r p r i s e .  See ,  1 was 
t e a c h i n g  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  t ime. And t h o s e  poor  f e l l o w s  had t o  c a r r y  t h a t  
p iano  up t h e  two f l i g h t s  of s t a i r s .  And when I came home a t  noon, 
why, t h e r e  i t  was. Q u i t e  a s u r p r i s e .  ( l a u g h s )  

Q. What p a r t  of t h e  room had h e  p o s i t i o n e d  i t  i n ?  

A. On t h e  sou th  s i d e ,  

Q. On t h e  s o u t h  s i d e .  Between t h e  windows on the s o u t h  s i d e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Oppos i t e  t h a t ,  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e ,  was t h e r e  a f i r e p l a c e  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did you u se  t h a t  f i r e p l a c e ?  

A. No. Never d i d .  

Q. A s  you faced t h a t  f i r e p l a c e ,  w a s  t h e r e  a doorway t o  t h e  l e f t  t h a t  
lead back i n t o  the c e n t r a l  p a r t  of t h e  bank? 

A. Now t h a t ,  I ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r .  ~ t ' s  been so l o n g ,  1'11 
t e l l  you. ( l a u g h t e r )  I f  I can go up t l l e re ,  1 cou ld  t e l l  you e v e r y t h i n g  
and s e e  i t  once more. 

Q. Well, I have permiss ion  t o  take peop le  i n  b u t  I ' m  a f r a i d  t o  do i t  
because  t h e r e ' s  s o  many h o l e s  i n  t h e  f l o o r  now, you know. ~ h e y ' r e  
s t a r t i n g  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  . . . 
A. Yes, I know. 

(1. . . . and someone's l i a b l e  t o  s t e p  through a hole  and  f a l l  a l l  t h e  
way down. 

A. You n e v e r  know. 

4. Was t h e r e  any marble  o r  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h a t  l i v i n g  room, t h a t  you 
r e c a l l ?  
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A. Not: t h a t  7: can r e c a l l .  

Q. What was t h c  t e x t u r e  of t h c  w a l k ,  do you r e c a l l ?  Were they papered 
o r  p a i n t e d ?  

A. Pain ted ,  I t h i n k .  

Q. P a i n t e d .  

A. I t h i n k  so .  

Q. Now, t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  t a l l  windows i n  t h a t  room. Did you have t o  
make d r a p e s  f o r  t h o s e  windows? 

A. Yes. ( l a u g h s )  Y e s ,  t h e y ' r e  v e r y  t a l l -  

Q. Did t h e y  s t i l l  have t h e  s h u t t e r s  on t h o s e  windows s o  t h a t  you c o u l d  
c l o s e  t h o s e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Was t h e r e  w a i n s c o t i n g  around t h e  room? Such as t h i s  . . . ( i n d i c a t e s  
w a i n s c o t i n g  i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  room) 

A. No. No, n o t  t h a t  I reca l l .  

Q. J u s t  a  low baseboard and t h e n  . . . 
A. Yes. Very h i g h  c e i l i n g .  

Q. What k ind  of l i g h t i n g  d i d  you have i n  that l i v i n g  room? 

A. E l e c t r i c .  

Q. L i g h t  f i x t u r e s .  Did i t  hang from t h e  c e i l i n g  o r  . . . 
A. No, we had j u s t  t h e  f l o o r  lamps and t a b l e  lamps. 

Q. I s e e .  So, i t  had been wired . . . 
A .  Y e s .  

Q. . . . f o r  t h a t ?  Do you rcmcmher what t h e  d e s i g n  of t h e  f i r e p l a c e  
w a s  l i k e ?  What: d i d  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  l o o k  Like? 

A. Oh, i t  was v e r y  l a r g e ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  how i t  was des igned.  

Q. Did i t  have a wooden mant le  on i t ?  
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Q. Wooden panc l ing  around i t ,  I suppose? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Was t h a t  p l a i n  o r  p a i n t e d  o r  . . . 
A. No, i t  had been p a i n t e d .  I t  seems . . . now, what c o l o r  was i t ?  
It wasn ' t  white. I know i t  seems--It was dark.  

Q. Now, l e t ' s  see .  The k i t c h e n  area. Was that a l a r g e  open ing  from 
t h e  l i v i n g  room t n t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  a r e a  o r  . . . 
A. No, tt w a s  a r e g u l a r  daor.  

Q. Smal l  door t h e r e .  Regu la r  door.  

A. I n t o  t h e  bedroom. Both t h e  bedroom and t h e  k i t c h e n  were smal l .  
And t h e r e  w a s  j u s t  a r e g u l a r  d o o r  i n  between them and, as 1: r e c a l l - -  
But now, a t  t h a t  t ime,  we had--our s t o v e  was, we used kerosene.  

Q. O h ?  Did you vcnt t ha t  s t o v e ,  do you remember? Was t h e r e  a s tove-  
p i p e  o r  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  went i n t o  a f l u e ?  

A. No. N o ,  i t  w a s  j u s t  l i k e  an e l e c t r i c  s t o v e  o n l y  we j u s t  had t o  u s e  
kerosene.  And t h e y  wcrc messy. Whenever t h e y  s p r u n g  a  l e a k .  ( l a u g h s )  

Q. T b e t .  Yes, ma'am. ( l a u g h t e r )  Where d i d  t h a t  set i n  t h e  room? 
How d i d  you have the  k i t c h e n  a r r a n g e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  ( l aughs)  I'll t e l l  you ,  Z haven't thought  of t h o s e  t h i n g s  i n  
a l o n g  t ime. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember, But, of  c o u r s e ,  there  were no 
c a b i n e t s .  W e  had t o  have--oh, what do you c a l l  them? 

Q. Sideboards .  

A. S ideboards .  T h a t ' s  what we--they used t o  c a l l  them s ideboards .  
Well ,  i t  was j u s t  a c a b i n e t .  I t  had a  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  f l o u r  and,  up 
above,  f o r  your  d i s h e s .  And i t  was q u i t e  s m a l l  b u t ,  a t  t h a t  time, 
we d i d n ' t  have v e r y  much t o  u s e  anyhow. New.ly mar r ied  and J o e  go11e 
t o  Chicago and we h a d n ' t  bought too much, 

I remember we had a maroon c o l o r e d  couch and c h a i r s  t o  match, a h a s c  
rocker . . . and a  smoke/magazine s t a n d  combined. I t  was very  p r e t t y .  
We l o s t  that  when we moved out: h e r e .  We p u t  i t  i n  t h e  basement. Wc 
had no p l a c e  t o  p u t  i t .  
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See,  when we moved o u t  h e r e  t h i s  was our  funeral--we p u t  o u r  f u n e r a l  
home i n  h e r e .  Th i s  was o u r  embalming room h e r e .  ( I n d i c a t e s  room 
i n  which the  i n t e r v i e w  was being conducted)  And v7c t o r e  t h i s  p a r t i t i o n  
o u t  h e r e  t o  make a l i t t l e  chape l .  ( I n d i c a t e s  l a r g e  opening l e a d i n g  t o  
l i v i n g  room a t  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  house) And t h i s  room back h e r e  was o u r  
d i s p l a y .  ( I n d i c a t e s  room behind t h e  l i v i n g  room) So, we l i v e d  and we 
had our  bedroom and k i t c h e n  and two rooms over  t h e r e  which i s  now--1 
mean our  l i v i n g  room and kitchen--which,  now, i s  our  bedroom and b a t h .  
( I n d i c a t e s  west  s i d e  of house--the house f a c e s  n o r t h )  

When we moved o u t  h e r e  i n  1941 and f i n a l l y  g o t  i t  a l l  f i x e d  up s o  we 
could  u s e  i t - -peop le  n e v e r  1 c I t  t h e i r  b o d i e s  h e r e .  They wanted t o  
t a k e  them home. That was the t h i n g  of t h e  day.  It was j u s t  an  unheard 
of t h i n g  t o  l e a v e  them h e r e ,  b u t  once i n  a  g r e a t  w h i l e  we would have 
one.  And t h e n ,  j u s t ,  seems l i k e  o v e r n i g h t ,  everybody s t a r t e d  l e a v i n g  
them h e r e  and you know t h a t  l i t t l e - - i t ' s  a b i g  room b u t  i t  d i d n ' t  ho ld  
v e r y  many peop le  when they came t o  a  f u n e r a l ,  s o  we f i n a l l y  had t o  
b u i l d  o u t  the re+< and made t h i s  our  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s .  I t ' s  a  b i g  o l d  
house f o r  two peop le ,  now t h a t  our  c h i l d r e n  a r e  gone, b u t  we j u s t  
l o v e  i t .  ( l a u g h s )  

Jc 
The c u r r e n t  f u n e r a l  home i s  a s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g  n e x t  door  t o  t h e  

Wright Residence.  [ED]  
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Q. O n  t h e  second l e v e l  o f  the hank, t h e  one below the one on which 
you l i v e d ,  do you r e c a l l  a n y t h i n g  about  t h a t  l e v e l  a t  a l l ?  

A. 1 never  was i n  that p a r t  a t  a l l .  

Q. So you h a d n ' t  been i n  where t h e  bank i t s e l f ,  t h e  lobby,  w a s .  
Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  a l l ?  

A. Yes, we've been i n  t h e  bank, b u t  as f a r  as wha t ' s  underneath  
t h e r e ,  I n e v e r  d i d  . . . 
4. I see. Behind the  lobby then ,  you w e r e n ' t  i n  t h e r e ,  then? 

A. No. 

Q. Uo you reca l l  t h e  lobby i t s e l f ?  Could you d e s c r i b e  i t  i n  any way? 

A. I s u r e l y  c o u l d n ' t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  c o u n t e r  a c r o s s  there where you went up t o  speak 
t o  t h e  t e l l e r s ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  d e s c r i b e  i t ,  I'm n o t  a  v e r y  good one,  a m  I?  ( l a u g h s )  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any cha i r s  o r  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  were--When you went i n  t o  
do business,  i f  you had t o  w a i t ,  were  t h e r e  c h a i r s  there t o  s i t  on? 

A. Well ,  t h a t  I: c o u l d n ' t  say. 

Q. And how about: t h e  w a l l s ?  Do you remember any marble  on t h e  w a l l s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. How about  t h e  v a u l t  a r e a  behind t h e  t e l l e r ' s  c o u n t e r ?  i\irything you 
were s t r u c k  by? 

A. Only huge, huge doors .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  c o l o r  o f  t h o s e  doors?  

A No. 

Q. Do you remember any photographs  o r  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  migh t  have bccn 
hanging on t h e  w a l l ?  

A. No, I s u r e l y  d o n ' t .  

Q. When you came i n  t h e  f ront :  door ,  t h e r e  w a s  a c o u n t e r  i n  f r o n t  of you 
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and a doorway o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  110 you r e c a l l  whether  t h a t  s m a l l  room 
there--would have been under your  k i t c h e n ,  immediate ly  below t h a t .  

A. Yes, a t  t h e  r i g h t .  It would have been. 

Q, Was t h e r e  an o f f i c e  i n  t h a t  room o r  was i t  k ind  of a ha l lway ,  do  
you reca l l?  

A. No. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone s i t t i n g  i n  there a t  a desk o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  
t h a t  ? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any of t h e  peop le  that were working t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Yes. Max G a l t .  H i s  son  is  a t  t h i s  bank o u t  he re .  

Q. Jimmy Joe Galt. 

A. Jimmy J o e  Galt, yes .  And C a r r o l l  Goetzman, he's t h e  brother- in- law 
of Max. And Frances  Coffee .  Now, she's one who cou ld  t e l l  you because  
s h e  worked i n  t h e  bank. 

Y e s ,  I i n t e r v i e w e d  h e r  y e s t e r d a y .  

You d i d ?  She could g i v e  you a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember. 

And anyone e l s e  you can r e c a l l ?  

No. Those a r e  t h e  o n l y  t h r e e  that I c a n .  . . 
Do you remember Mr. Roedel? 

M r .  C h a r l e s  Roedel,  y e s .  

Having a law o f f i c e  t h e r e ?  

Yes. 

Were you e v e r  i n  t h a t  off ice ' !  

No. I ncvcr  was. Oh, h e  was a f i n e  fe l low.  A l l  of  t h o s e  were. 
They were j u s t  wonderful  peop le .  

Q. I n  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  bank t h a t  you l i v e d ,  u p s t a i r s  t h e r e  on t h e  t h i . r d  
l e v e l ,  do you e v e r  r e c a l l  having heard  anyone s a y  what t h o s e  rooms m i g h t  
have been used f o r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  times? 
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A. Never d id .  

Q. There  was a  s t a i r w a y  l e a d i n g  up t o  where your  k i t c h e n  was a t  one 
t i m e  and we've been t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  someone . . . 
A. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

Q. . . . that remembers t h a t  o r  h a s  h e a r d  o f  i t  b u t  i t  was c l o s e d  
o f f  from t h e  . . . 
A. 1 n e v e r  . . . 
Q. When t h e  A l l e n s  l i v e d  t h e r e ,  t h e  boys s l e p t  i n  t h a t  room. That  was 
t h e i r  bedroom. But w e  c a n ' t  f i n d  anyone t h a t  h a s  heard  a n y t h i n g  abou t  
t h a t  a t  a l l .  

A. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

Q. L e t ' s  s e e ,  now. On the n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of the b u i l d i n g ,  t h a t  would 
be away from the  s t r e e t s ,  on t h e  back t h e r e ,  a t  one t ime,  rhere had been 
a wooden room b u i l t  on t h e r e  which w a s  t h e  k i t c h e n  when t h e  A l l e n s  l i v e d  
t h e r e .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  be ing  t h e r e ,  a t  any t ime?  

A. No. 

Q. Before  you l i v e d  t h e r e ,  do you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. No, I had n e v c r  been up t h e r e  till we moved. It seems l i k e  there 
was a s t a i r w a y  t h a t  went: up i n t o  t h e  a t t i c .  1: n e v e r  d i d  go up t h e r e .  
P robab ly  t h e  door  w a s  locked and I n e v e r  . . . 
Q. It w a s  a s t a i r w a y  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  one t h a t  you used t o  ge t  t o  
t h e  t h i r d  l e v e l ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. And r i g h t  above i t ,  I guess .  

A, Yes, 

(1, When you came up t o  t h e  t h i r d  l e v e l  on t h a t  s t a i r w a y ,  w a s  the 
s t a i r w a y  e n c l o s e d  s o  t h a t  you came through a door  i n t o  t h e  llallway 
a t  t h e  t o p  o r  was i t  open w i t h  a r a i l i n g ?  

A. It was open w i t h  a r a i l i n g .  

Q. Do you remember any d e t a i l s  of t h a t  r a i l i n g ?  Did you ever get any 
s p l i n t e r s  from i t ?  
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A, No, I never  d i d .  ( l a u g h s )  

Q. I see .  L e t ' s  see now. How d i d  you h e a t  your  p a r t  of t h e  . . . 
A. Well, as  f a r  as 1 can remember i t  was h e a t e d  th rough ,  however t h e  
bank was hea ted .  

Q. So i t  must have been t h e  f u r n a c e ,  then ,  i n  t h e  basement t h a t  h e a t e d  
t h e  whole b u i l d i n g .  

A. Yes, 

Q. You had no s t o v e s  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  a r e a ?  

A. No. J u s t  our  l i t t l e  c o a l  o i l  cooking s t o v e .  

. I see .  Y e s ,  m a ' a m .  And you had a  r e f r i g e r a t o  
t h a t  t ime,  I guess?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Which w a s  i t ,  a n  ice  box o r  r e f r i g e r a t o r ?  

r o r  i c e  box t h e  

A. Oh, i t  was a r e f r i g e r a t o r .  It had a f r e e z i n g  compartment. 

Q. On t h e  o u t s i d e ,  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  a good d e a l  of t h e  .iron f e n c e  had 
been t a k e n  down o r  gone someplace. Do you remember any i r o n  f e n c e  t h a t  
was runn ing  around t h e  b u i l d i n g  a t  any p l a c e  when you were t h e r e ?  

A. No. No.  O ther  t h a n  what w a s  l e f t  t h e r e .  

Q. Back t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  where t h e  wooden k i t c h e n  had been 
b u i l t  on t h e r e ,  e v i d e n t l y  i t  was d e s t r o y e d  i n  1937 f l o o d ,  t h e r e  was 
a c a r r i a g e  house a t  one t ime. It was a g a i n s t  the e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  
p r o p e r t y .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  a t  a l l ?  

A. No, I s u r e l y  don ' t .  I d o n ' t  remember that. 

Q. Okay. L e t ' s  see .  On t h e ,  I guess  you'd c a l l  them b a l u s t r a d e s ,  
on each s i d e  of t h e  main s t e p s  a s  you go up  t o  t h e  p i l l a r s  t h e r e  i n  
t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  bank, do you r e c a l l  two l i g h t s ,  t a l l  lamps? 

A. I ' v e  s e e n  p i c t u r e s  of t h a t  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  retncmber. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them t h e r e  when you were there? 

A. No. When I w a s  t h e r e ,  no,  they  w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  then.  

Q. Do you remember i r o n  r a i l i n g  around each  s i d e ?  
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A. Yes. 

Q. So t h e r e  was i r o n  r a i l i n g ?  

A. Yes, 

. Okay. And t h e  s idewalks  o u t s i d e  a l o n g  t h e  wes t  s i d e  by t h e  highway 
and 0u.t i n  f r o n t ,  do you remember what t h e y  were made of a t  that: t ime? 
Were t h e y  c o n c r e t e  o r  b r i c k ?  

A. They were c o n c r e t e  when we were t h e r e .  

0. Both of them were c o n c r e t e .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. And l e t ' s  see .  The highway had come i n  t h e n ,  s o  t h a t  w a s  s u r f a c e d ,  
I guess ,  w i t h  c o n c r e t e  on t h a t  s t r e e t  down t h e r e .  

Q. What was t h e  f r o n t ,  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  bank? Was i t  s u r f a c e d  . . . 
A. It w a s  s idewalk ,  j u s t  r e g u l a r  s idewalk.  

Q. Beyond t h e  s idewalk ,  then. The s t r e e t  i t s e l f ,  was i t  paved? 

A. The s t r e e t .  N o ,  i t  wasn ' t  paved at that t i m e .  T d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was. 

Q. It wasn ' t  then .  

A ,  It cou1.d have been,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember i t ,  i f  i t  was. 

Q. So you were never  i n  t h e  a t t i c .  How about  t h e  basement? D id  you  
e v e r  go down i n  t h e  basement? 

A, No, never  was i n  the basement e i t h e r .  

Q. I unders tood M r .  Wr igh t ' s  f a t h e r ,  I guess it was, a t  one t ime had  a 
mortuary down t h e r e  i n  t h e  . . . 
A. No. 



P a u l i n e  Wright 

Q.  Oh, he  d i d n ' t ?  

A. No. Now he--yes, I know, have you heard  of t h e  Old R i v e r s i d e ?  

Q.  Hote l?  Yes. 

A. Hotel.. Now, h e  had one on t h e  bottom f l o o r  of t h a t ,  a t  one t ime .  
And t h e n  where Bobby Logsdon has  h i s  t a v e r n ,  i t  was i n  t h e r e .  And 
then ,  t h e r e  was--who was i t ?  I b e l i e v e  i t  was what a t  one t ime was t h e  
Kroger S t o r e .  H e  had a b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e r e  f o r  a  w h i l e .  

Q.  I was down t o  t h e  Logsdon Tavern y e s t e r d a y  and t a l k e d  t o  them. 
She 's  q u i t e  a  c h a r a c t e r .  

A. Yes, s h e  is. Now, when t h e  f l o o d  came--of c o u r s e ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
h a s  been moved o u t  h e r e  now, b u t  i t  was j u s t  a--Logsdon's t a v e r n  i s  
h e r e  and then t h e r e ' s  t h a t  pa rk ing  lot--what we c a l l  a  p a r k i n g  l o t ,  
now. But  then ,  t h e r e  was what they  c a l l e d  t h e  Old Rubenacker Bui-lding.  
H e  used t o  have,  M r .  Rubenackes used t o  have,  meat. What do you c a l l  
them? ( l aughs)  Meat marke t s .  And t h e y  were t h e r e  when t h e  f l o o d  cane. 
F u n e r a l  home, J o e  and h i s  mother .  Of c o u r s e ,  h i s  dad d i e d  i n  1934. 
And he and h i s  mother . . . 

Q. So,  t h i s  i s  k ind  o f  c a t t y - c o r n e r  t o  t h e  l e f t  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  
from t h e  bank i t s e l f ?  

A. Yes. 

Q.  Okay. L e t ' s  s e e .  Do you r e c a l l  anyone who had l i v e d  t h e r e  b e f o r e  
you l i v e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A.  I n  t h e  b u i l d i n g ?  
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Q. I n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i t s e l f .  

A. The bank? No. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know who might have l i v e d  t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q. And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any u s e  of t h e  basement? 

A. No. 

Q Okay. ~ e t ' s  see. Must be  s k i p p i n g  some a r e a s  h e r e .  ~ e t ' s  s e e .  
we've covered t h e  l i g h t s ,  and t h e  h e a t .  Do you know, now you've named 
some peop le  who worked i n  t h e  bank t h e r e .  Do you have any i d e a  as  t o  
who might have any documentat ion t h a t  might have come from t h e  bank? 
Any l e t t e r  f i l e s  o r  . . . 
A. Unless  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y  would have them i n  t h e  Old M a r s h a l l  
Bank o r  i n  t h e  . . . 
Q. Docker Museum? 

A. Docker, yes .  They would have some. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know of any p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  might have some? 

A. No. 

Q. O r  a r t i f a c t s ?  Things  t h a t  might have been i n  t h e  bank through t h e  
y e a r s  t h a t  . . . 
A. No. Jimmy J o e  may know of some. 

Q. Yes. H e  h a s  t h e  s a f e ,  f o r  example, t h a t  was used down t h e r e .  1t 's  
i n  t h e  v a u l t .  They c a n ' t  g e t  i t  o u t  of t h a t  v a u l t  . . . 
A. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

Q. . . . down i n  t h e  Harmon s t o r e .  Without t e a r i n g  t h e  v a u l t  o u t ,  o f  
course .  But t h a t  type  of t h i n g  we ' re  l o o k i n g  f o r ,  you know. L ike  t h e  
i r o n  fence.  We've found t h a t  D r .  Caveness up a t  I':l.dorado has  a s c c t i c ~ n  
of t h a t .  

A. Oh, he  does.  I d i d n ' t  know tha t .  1 know D r .  Caveness. 

Q. Well, t h a t ' s  t h e  t y p e  t h i n g .  We're t r y i n g  t o  l o c a t e  where t h e s e  
t h i n g s  might be. How about  photographs  of t h e  bank? Did  you e v e r  t a k e  
any p i c t u r e s  of t h e  i n s i d e  w h i l e  you were l i v i n g  t h e r e ?  
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A. No, n e v e r  d id .  

Q. There  seem t o  be  none i n  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  i n s i d e  of t h e  bank. 
( l a u g h t e r )  

A. Other t h a n  t h e  banking p a r t ,  L d o n ' t  know t h a t  I have e v e r  s e e n  
any pho tos  of t h a t  even,  

Q. I ' m  a  l i t t l e  confused on--When you went up t h e  s t a i r s  i n  t h e  back 
h a l l ,  you say t h e r e  was a l o n g  narrow hal lway which l e d  t o  t h e  forward 
area where you were l i v i n g .  Were t h e r e  rooms on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  that: 
l o n g  ha l lway?  

A. No, t h e y  w e r e  all on t h e  same s ide .  

Q. Okay. Was t h e  hal lway t h a t  you went through t o  g e t  forward,  t o  
t h e  forward p a r t  of t h e  bank, on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o r  wes te rn  s i d e  of 
t h e  bank? 

A. Well, the  s t a i r w a y  was r i g h t  on t h e  . . . 
Q. Would be t h e  n o r t h w e s t ,  I guess .  

A. Was on t h e  nor thwes t .  Yes. 

. Okay. When you go t  t o  t h e  head  of t h e  s t a i r w a y ,  then ,  and you 
w e r e  going forward t o  t h e  rooms t h a t  you were u s i n g  at t h e  f r o n t  of 
t h e  bank, you went down a  h a l l w a y .  Was t h i s ,  where was i t  l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  bank? Was i t  on one s i d e  o r  Lhe o t h e r ?  

A. Well ,  now t h e  doorway wasn ' t  very f a r  from t h e  s t a i r s ,  as I remember 
i .  But we d i d n ' t ,  we d i d n ' t  go very f a r  from t h e  head of t h e  s t a i r w a y  
t o  g e t  t o  t h e  doors .  

Q. When you e n t e r e d  your  rooms, you came d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  l i v i n g  room, 
d i d  you, o r  i n t o  your  bedroom? 

A. No, i t  w a s  i n  t h e  l a r g e  room t h a t  we d i d n ' t  use.  

Q. I s e e .  

A. It w a s  a huge room. 

Q. When you e n t e r e d  your  q u a r t e r s  t h e r e ,  d t d  you go through an entryway 
which had s h e l v i n g  on each s i d e  o f  it? 

A. (indicates negative) 

Q. It was j u s t  a s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d  door.  
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A. Not that 1 rcrncmbcr. It wan ;1 s t r a i g h t  door.  

Q. When you s t e p p e d  i n t o  y o u r  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s ,  was t h e  f i r e p l a c e  t o  
your  l e f t ?  

A. To t h e  l e f t ,  yes .  

Q. Oh, okay. So the hal lway t h a t  you used,  o r  t h e  ac.c.ess that you had,  
would have been more toward t h e  highway  s i d e  o f  t he  bank t h a n  t h u  
o p p o s i t e  s i d e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Oh, yes .  

Q. Okay, l t t s  beginning t o  come c l e a r .  Now, when you camc t o  t h e  head 
of t h e  s t a i r s  on t h e  t h i r d  l e v e l  and t h e n  you tu rned  r i g h t  t o  go t o  t h e  
doorway t o  go t o  your q u a r t e r s ,  t h e r e  was a small room a t  t h e  end of t h e  
hallway. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  room? 

A. I s u r e l y  don ' t .  

Q. It was used a s  a  b a t h  a t  one t i m e  and had a h e a t i n g ,  a small h e a t i n g  
c l o s e t  o r  p l a c e  f o r  h e a t i n g  w a t e r  i n  i t .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  a t  t h a t  
t i m e ?  So, i t  might have been gone by t h a t  time. 

A. No. Might have been. . 
Q. Okay. When you reached t h e  door  t h a t  went i n t o  your  q u a r t e r s ,  b e f o r e  
you opened t h a t  door ,  was t h e r e  a f i r e p l a c e  on t h e  l e f t  t h e r e ?  

A. Before we opened t h e  door?  

Q. Before you opened the door t o  go i n t o  your  q u a r t e r s ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. Well, I t h i n k  I have i t  f a i r l y  i n  mind. And t h o s e  rooms 
l e a d i n g  t o  your  q u a r t e r s  a s  f a r  as you know were j u s t  empty rooms? 
Nothing was s t o r e d  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes. Nothing s t o r e d ,  n o t  a th ing .  

Q. You can ' t  conf-irrn t h a t  your  l i v i n g  room a t  one t i m e  was used as t h e  
e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e s ?  (chuck les )  

A. No. I wish I could.  ( l a u g h t e r )  
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Q. Okay. Yes, i t  seems t h a t  t h e  bank d i d n ' t  have l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s ,  a s  
such,  u n t i l  1865. And t h o s e  rooms must  have been used f o r  something 
b e f o r e  t h a t  and we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  e x a c t l y  what t h e y  were u scd  
f o r ,  you see. So. Well, okay,  can you t h i n k  of a n y t h i n g  that  I h a v e n ' t  
touched on t h a t  h a s n ' t  come t o  mind a t  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A. No, I wish I cou ld  remember more than I ' v e  t o l d  you about  i t ,  b u t  
i t ' s  been s e v e r a l  years ago. ( l a u g h s )  

Q, I guess .  Okay. Well. Real f ine .  

A. But I know we enjoyed l i v i n g  up t h e r e .  I r e a l l y  enjoyed it. 

Q. You had a view of t h e  r i v e r  from up t h e r e ,  d i d n ' t  you? 

A. Oh y e s ,  yes.  

Q. So, and 1 g u e s s  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount of r i ve r  
t r a f f i c  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A. O h ,  yes.  And t h e y  have s o r t  of slowed down, b u t  now t h e r e ' s  
r e a l l y  l o t s  of t r a f f i c  on t h a t  r i v e r .  

(1. Yes. 1 f l e w  t o  Memphis Sunday a f t e r n o o n  and back and w e  w e n t  i n  
and out: a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r ,  you know. There was a l o t  of t r a f f i . ~  on it. 
Tremendous b a r g e  t r a f f i c .  Okay. Well ,  t h a t ' l l  do i t ,  I guess.  I 
need t o  . . . 

END OP TAPE. 


