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George Ingle. Interviewer. 

Q: Mearia, when did you m e  to Beardstcrwn, Illinois? 

A: We moved in March of 1922. Mared to a farm about two miles off 
Springfield road. 

Q: That was a sort of a peculiar year to m e  to Fkadstmn, wasn t it 
as it turned out? 

A: Yes, it was tome. 

Q: Where did you m e  f rm first of all? 

A: My folks moved fm a farm i n  Green county. 

Q: Where exactly did you m e  t o  in m t m ?  

A: It's two miles out on the Springfield road. A farm just east of 
the cemetery. 

Q: How old were you then? 

A: I was sixteen. I w a s  a sophanore in high school. 

Q: What went on during that year that made it a peculiar year to move 
to Beardstawn? 

A: S i x  weeks aft= we mared here on account of the flood, the schools 
closed for several weeks. Our farm was farther out and we did not 
have any flood water on it. wlt schools in Beardstmn closed and the 
people had to travel in ba t s  or in boots. (laug-hs) 

Q: Did you have to move yourself? Did your family have to move 
again? 

A: No, never had any f l d  water out there on the farm. 

Q: Were you able to view the flood at all? Did you get in town much? 

A: No, I didn't. My dad used to cnne in but I didn't &cause we 
would go just east of the city limits and they'd have to get a boat to 
ccnne into h. 

Q: L e t '  s talk about your parents first. What did your dad do for a 
living? 
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A: DsPd was a fm. 

Q: Hcrw long did yau live out on this f m ?  

A: Well, my daughter and I still own the fann, we have a renter out 
there. But I stayed out there, of course I went t o  college and then I 
taught for a while. My parents still lived out there until Mother 
died in 1968 and my dad died in 1974. 

Q: So you l i~& out there jn 1926 also. 

A: My family did but I was away at college. 

Q: There was another flood in 1926? 

A: Yes, there was a bad flood in 1926. 

Q: You were away a t  college. W a s  your family affected by that a t  
all? 

A: No, the w a t e r  never got out there. 

Q: That is pretty far out then. Well, let's go on t o  the next £1- 
then. The nert  flood would have been in Beardstown a f t e r  1926? 

A: Well, in 1926, in the fall and in the spring of 1927 there was 
another one, not as big but them was another flood. 

Q: Your family still had the fann of course? 

A: The family was out there on the farm. 

Q: W e r e  you in college? 

A: I was in college, I graduated in 1928. 

Q: You missed all the action, didn't you? 

A: Yes, I did back there. 

Q: Tell me about the worst flood you have seen because Beardstm has 
had its share of floods. 

A: I would say the most nearly dangerous flood was in 1943 but by 
that t he  we had the sea wall a the govmmmt sent amry men t o  help 
protect us but a l l  people had to  m e  out. All the stores w e r e  closed 
and everything. I can ~~. Knight next door, she wasn't 
going t o  leave Beardstam. She was barn and in that house and 
she was going to stay there. Since my husband Paul was the 
coordinator of defense he called me. I was staying out in the country 
with my folks then, they had all mwed out. He said I should ccnne in 
and try to get Mrs. Knight to leave and so I did. I encouraged her 
and she left and stayed with sane people in V i r g i n i a .  But mer here 
a t  Central School there was a sort of gathering place and these people 
who had to leave tm, they met over there. Then they w e r e  taken out 



by bus and cars and taken saneplace out where it was w, another town 
or out in the country or samplace. 

You said the sea wall was built at that time? 

Yes, it was built at that th. 

H m  high was it at the time? 

I really don't r a m n k r .  

Okay, but the sea wall, did it do any good? 

Oh, it protected the town. 

Did much water get in the t m  then? 

No, there was a seepage of course because there were lots of 
places- in the town t h a t t w &  lower than the range of the river and 
that could seep up and lots of that would be back in the river. 
But the sea wall really protected the tawn. 

Q: There is still a seepage to &s day, isn't there in sarnle places? 

A: Yes, if the river is high there is still a little seepage. 

Q: You knm out on this Sdmoldt Park I take it that the levee was 
there in 1943 also? 

A: This whole thing was there. 

Q: And it held fine? 

A: It held real god.  As I say there was seepage but we didn't have 
that awful rush of water. 

Q: You told me that I believe you were living in Ner&asia? 

A: We lived on a fann near Meredosia fram 1913 until 1918. In the 
sprm of 1913 had high water out there and we were the first farm 
inside the levee district. Early one morning they came up and said 
they couldn't hold the levee and if my dad had any stock out in the 
low part to bring it up. Well, he had brought all the stock up and we 
had about forty acres of high dry land. We looked out one morning and 
saw the levee braking and fram then on I've been afraid of flmds. 

Q: Y o u  saw the levee break? 

A: I saw the levee break. 

Q: Did you parents see it? 

A: Yes, they were there too, saw it E m  our back porch. 



Q: Tell me a little b i t  abut it breaking, I mean does it just all of 
a sudden break or d- it little by little . . . 
A: No, it just breaks all of a sudden, the water crushes the sand and 
away it goes. 

Q: You are talking about a flash flood tm? 

A: Well, for people in Ehe lowland way north of Merdosia, the next 
day they took a barge, I guess you would call it, and went out and we 
went along too. And sonaetims they would go to a famihouse and people 
would be upstairs and they would get them out of the upstairs w i n d m  
into the boat. 

Q: I wonder if you know anything about the history of the sea wall? 
Did the government just one day decide that Bardstown needed a sea 
wall and caw in and put the dam thing out? 

A: No, I'm not swe but I lolow that it was a long t h  deal and one 
of the representatives that lived d m  in the southem part of the 
state, Carlinville or saneplace, I've wen faxjotten his name. He was 
the one that helped get the sea wall, but: it was a long procedure 
before they got it. 

Q: So they had to go to Washington and the whole bit I suppose? 

A: Yes, it had to be a guverrnnent affair. 

Q: YQU were talking earlier about your husband Paul being coordinator 
of defense. Does that mean defense of Beardstawn in t h  of flmd? 

A: His job was to see that people go out of tm and that the town 
was protected. That w a s  his job. 

Q: That's a lot of responsibility really? 

A: Y e s ,  it was. The night before they were going to let the people 
back into tcrwn we had a picture at the Princess Theatre for all the 
army people and all the local residents who had helped with this flood 
protection and I know I came into tcrwn that night tw. 

Q: Was this in 1943? 

A: Yes, in 1943. 

Q: We were talking earlier, you and I, about the soldiers being in 
tawn. Could you tell that story? I guess they were mostly black 
soldiers? 

A: Well, the first ones, that was in 1943, they were  just a mixture 
group. They housed them a t  w h a t  was then the Masonic Temple there at 
Sixth and State Street. Then the next year we had high water again, 
didn't really have a flcd but we had high water and they brought sane 
more soldiers in and they were mostly Negroes. They wanted to stay 
out at the school, at the high school. The town wouldn't let them so 



they put up tents back where the athletic field is ncrw and they stayed 
there. The people in 1944 didnlt m e  out of town. The businesses 
didn't close, they h p t  going. Wlt it was just hav- those soldiers 
in for protection in case something would h a p .  

Q: You and your husband ran then the theater during this th? 

A: The Princess and Gem Theatres. 

A: The Princess was an eight hundred seat house arxl the Gem was a two 
hundred seat house. 

Q: Did these soldiers ever came to any of the movies there? 

A: Well, in the 1943 flccd, of course the theatres were closed. But 
in the second flood one night they called me frm the army and asked 
if it would be all right if these soldiers would came to the show. 
They wanted to cane to the Gem. And I said, Why sure, and they 
said, I1Well, these were darkies, Negroes. I says, IWell, that s all 
right. So I had them cane and I let them all in free . 
Q: There wasnlt any demonstrations at all? 

A: No disturbance. I had sane boys cane to the Gem but I was over 
them most of the time and there wasnl t any distwhnce anyhcw. 

Q: Were you a p d i n g  any? 

A: I was afraid there might be. If there had of been I would have 
kicked them out. Not the soldiers but the distmbmces. 

Q: If we can talk a b u t  the Princess a r d  Gem for a little bit. What 
year did you and Paul get married? 

April of 1940. 

Was Paul already running one of the two or both? 

He was projectionist at the Princess Theatre. 

When did he become manager? 

In 1941, the fall or winter. 

was that the manager of both theatre3 then? 

Manager of both theaters. 

It seems a lot of work to run two theatres at one time? 

Yes, it was sametimes a twenty-four hour a day job. 

You would get of course two or three films for each theatre? 
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A: The Princess usually had a film on Sunday and Monday and the Gem 
ran on Sunday. We apened a t  one o'clock and ran through eleven at 
night. Then that film ran Monday, two shows. For several years we 
had bank night on Tuesday nights, just one night. Then Wednesday and 
Thursday we had another film and then the Friday and Saturday films 
were usually double features and one of them was always a western. We 
had a matinee on Saturday, a three o'clcck matinee. The Gem usually 
ran on m y  and Monday and scrrraetimes if we had a film that was 
supposed to run three or four days instead of two why they would 
transfer it f m  the Princess over to the Gem. 

Q: You said the Princess was a bigger theatre? 

A: The Princess was an eight hundred and fifty seat house. 

Q: Which was your favorite theatre? 

A: Well, I think I would say the Princess because it was a bigger 
house and it was better designed, the acoustics were better. A t  one 
t h  we had to have an acoustical engineer cme to the Gem and do some 
repair there. 

Q: Did it pack up pretty good in those days, let's say in the 
forties? 

A: Yes, we had a good house. There were sanetimes, especially like 
on bank night before the box office was open, they would have a line a 
bl& long waiting to get in. 

Q: What's bank night? 

A: Bank night, people had their coupon and the manager or s-y 
would go up to the stage and pull out a n u m h r  out of the basket we 
had there. If had that nLmS3er why they would get whatever 
the money was. I think it started out with ten dollars a night and if 
they didn't get it that week it would increase. I just can't renaember 
too much about it. 

Q: As a sort of inducement of course? 

A: Yes, and it was not a real good film that night. The best films 
were on Wednesday and Thursday and Sunday and Monday. 

Q: I want to ask you, you have seen prabably thousands of films 
between the two theatres and since then. Name sane of your favorite 
films. 

A: Well, to me the favorites were usuallv the micals. Of course - -~ ~- 

there WE& same other goad historical fih& too. I didn t care about 
the c r h  pictures and I still don't. I wasn't tao interested in the 
westerns either. 

Q: You've already said that the sea wall kept the water out in 1943. 
So there was veq, very little, if any, damage to either of the 
theatres, is that right? 
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A: No damage to the theatres. Of course they were closed dur- the 
time when all the citizens had to leave tm. The stores were closed 
and ev-. 

Q: Almost mart ia l  law in B=adstmn wasn't there? 

A: Had to be. 

Q: Just t o  get back to that. Was there any looting or anything like 
you see in the cities during riots? 

A: I can't rmenbr that there was any. Of course the police stayed 
in t m  and of course the army was here but I can't mnerbr  any 
damage or any stealing or anything. 

Q: What exactly did the anny do? Why were they wen in Beardstam in 
1943? 

A: They were here t o  just guard things and guard people. If they 
would see smnebody that they didn t think beloqed to tam, they 
questioned them and find out why they were there. 

Q: That was probably the national guard, is that right? 

A: I guess that's what it was. It's been so low ago I can't 
relnahr. 

Q: You would think they would have to have a ccnrrpany of people in 
Browning possibly or saw soldiers in  Browning, was there? 

A: I don't remember. 

Q: I'm just curiaus. You and Paul ran the theatres fm 1941 until 
1973 or 1974. 

A: Yes, in 1973 it closed. He had his stroke in 1972 and I took 
over m g a n m t .  Then we had the drive-in theatre Later after the two 
theatres in close. 

Q: Why did, in thi* years that you managed it or even more, did 
movies suddenly kame unpopular in Beardstown? 

A: No, t h e  theatres here were m e d  by the Pirtle Circle Theatres 
out of ~erseyville. They had d w e n  theatres in the circuit and they 
sort of retired. The theatre they had in  Jerseyville they sold to a 
chain theatre, and then they offered us the Princess for almst 
nothing but we just didn't take it. I'm glad we didn't because the 
films weren't so good W the price of the shows went  up to where 
people just couldn't afford it. 

Q: What year was this? 

A: In 1973 a d  so they sold the buildings, the Princess and Gent 
buildhgs and they have never beesl reopened. Then I took wer the 



drive-in in 1973 and ran that for two summers and then I sold it to 
Don M o m .  

Q: Did the drive-in do any business? 

A: Yes, back in the early 1970s the drive-in did a pretty good 
business in the mmmbertim. 

Q: I'm sure you've seen it lately, it looks pretty. 

A: Yes. A piece of the screen blew out. 

Q: I saw that. 

A: It hasn't been run for two years now. 

Q: We've talked of your business, the theatres and we've talked of 
the floods. Was there another flood in early 1950s or late 1950s? 

A: Nothing, no damaging flood. We had had high waters at t h e s  but 
they've nwer got into Beardstawn or did any damage to the area. 

Q: If we can change the subject for a minute. The railroad used to 
be big in Beardstuwn in the early 1920s and it was a major employer 
and it really helped make E&ardstcrwn a spot on the map I guess. What 
happened to t ha t ,  do you maw? 
A: There was a strike in the summer of 1922. 

Q: The same year of the flood? 

A: Yes, the same year of the flood. There was a repair shop. It 
wasnvt a car shop, it was a repair area d m  beyond Fifteenth Street 
and all those workers decided to strike and some of the work was m e d  
to another tam. That's when the Beardstown Railroad started to go 
dawn and of course the trains used to come through town. We had a B&O 
depot there and it did cross the river. It went f m  Beardstam on 
east to Springfield and I don't know where frm then on. They ran 
probably two passenger trains a day and there were same freight trains 
that came through too. But the (=B&Q, they had big business. Their 
freight trains would ccrme thrwugh fmn St. Louis and on north an3 then 
go up to Galesburg and on the micago. The passenger trains, there 
was one that left at six o'clock in the morning, I think during the 
weekdays not on Swaday. It went through ~acksonville ad on down 
there and it came back aruund four o 'clock in the afternoon. I3ut the 
big train business was at noon. One would cane into Beardstown fram 
St. Trsuis, they'd stop in Bmrdstuwn for lunch and at that the there 
was a couple of restaurants right d m  in the Fourth Street bl&. 

Q: Dawn by the old depot? 

A: The old depot, yes, and the train wauld stop for around twenty 
minutes and they would call and say they were going to stop. Then 
there was one train that came through Galesburg about a half an hour 
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later on, went on down to St. Louis and then at midnight there was the 
same thing, the two trains came through Beardstmn. 

Q: This was before the strike? 

A: Oh yes, even after the strike for several years because I knm a 
few times when we had films and the man who deliverd the film 
couldn't drive up to Ekardstuwn for sane reason or other or the film 
was running a different night, they would send them up from St. Louis 
on the train and I'd have to go down to the train to pick it up. 

Q: Well, it sounds like BeElrdstawn was a major geographic area then? 

A: It was certainly a major railroad tuwn and a hunting tcrwn. 

Q: A hunting tam? 

A: Yes, we used to have a lot of duck hunters come to Beardstown in 
the fall. 

Q: What would the population have been say about the year you moved 
here for instance? 

A: Over seven thousand. 

Q: Sounds with a t a m  with a lot of potential though? 

A: Yes, it did but when the railroad start& to fall part of that 
fell tm. 

Q: Did the railroad move out? Is that what happened? 

A: All railroads sort of went dawnhill you might say because people 
were driving cars and there were buses and planes. I think all 
railroad tawns, for instance the railroads CP & STL ran frcrm 
Jacksonville to Havana. M y  grardpa was a fireman on that train, left 
Jacksorwille around seven thirty in  the morning and went to Havana and 
came back at noon. Then it took off the middle of the aEtemoon and 
went back to Havana and then came back to Jacksonville at night. My 
granddad had worked on that railroad for a long the and in 1922 he 
said he knew that the railroad was going bad so he quit and he bought 
sarnae g r m d  out here at &ardstuwn and moved here. 

Q: Out on Springfield mad? 

A: springfield road yes. But he r a l i z e d  that the railmad business 
was in a bad way. 

Q: It's hard to believe tcday that they had one line going fmm 
Havana to Jacksonville. 

A: Ekam Jacksonville to Havana. 

Q: Isn't it hard to believe? I guess maybe it isn't for you but it 
is for me. So there was a major strike in l&ar&tawn? 
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Q: Whm they struck were they a l m d y  union or were they trying to 
get a union inside the railroad? 

A: I really don't knuw but we had just mwed here and we lived out in 
the oaurtry and I wasn't too up on the railmad business. But I kr!m 
that they &led sane scabs in to work and the railroad business 
didn't continue long after that. 

Q: You went to high school in Beardstam? 

A: My last two years, yes. We mwed here in March of 1922. I was  a 
sophcmmre and I finished that year and my junior and senior year. 

Was it hard to get ta knm everybody in school and all that? 

A: No, it was a small sc;hool and our school was out here at Lincoln 
School. Of course it's tom d m  naw. That was the high school. 

Q: Where is that? 

A: Monroe an3 Ninth. Between Eighth and Ninth on Mom. That was 
the high school when I was here and it was pretty crowded business 
because I think they had two grades d m  on the first floor. Two 
grade classes and w e  didn't have a gym and the classes were crowded 
and the science labs were almost nothing. 

Q: That seems a relatively small school for such a big town, I mean 
it was a pretty big town. 

A: When we had our assably, we had study hall in the same big roam 
there. They had two seats pushed tqethex and same of them had three 
people sitting on them. Three students, yes. When I m here in 
1922 I sat ktween Lydia -1s and Hazel Miller. (laughs) 

Q: In one chair? 

A: In two seats pushed together. 

Q: Who was the principal then, do you reynember? 

A: T h e  principal was M r s .  Russell and the superintmdent was M r .  
Russell and they ended that year and I've forgotten the name of 
whoever canre in after that. 

Q: What year did they build the high schml? 

A: That was I guess in 1926 or 1927, I'm not sure, see I was gone 
then. I graduated fram high school in 1924. 

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: In 1924 they were pushing this business to get a new high school 
and I think they built it in 1926 and 1927, I'm not sure. 




















