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Intreduction

I interviewed three women, Barbara Dickerman, Mayor Karen Hasara, and Jacqueline
Ferguson, in the fall of 1998 for a class I was taking, called Oral History Methods. At age
twenty-five, [ have found a gap in my knowledge of American history; I know very little about
recent history. As a result, when presented with the opportunity to create an oral history project,
I decided to interview women about the women’s movement in the 1960s and 1970s. [ wanted to
know what it was like for women to live through those times, what impact the women’s
movement (and by default, the civil rights movement) had on their lives, and what, if anything,
these women did to participate in the women’s movement. I had a list of questions that I asked
each woman about the women’s movement, their activities in it, and their perspectives on it
thirty years later.

When selecting my narrators, I thought about their respective ages. They range in age
from their early forties to their late sixties. I found this age difference to be key in their
experiences of the women’s movement, as well as their views about whether or not women have
achieved equality.

Barbara Dickerman has been active in women’s groups for years, specifically the League
of Women Voters. My family has known Mrs. Dickerman since the 1950s (she mentions both
my mother and grandmother in her interview), so I was aware of some of her activities, which is
why I asked to interview her. She is the oldest of the three women. I interviewed Mrs.
Dickerman first, at her home, on September 29, 1998. The tape is approximately one hour in

length, thirty minutes on each side.



Mayor Hasara, on the other hand, worked on the front lines, in politics. She first entered
politics in the mid-1970's and has been a county board member, a state representative, a state
senator, and the first female mayor of Springfield. T chose the Mayor because of her political
career. She is in the middle of the age range of the three women. I interviewed her in her office
on October 7, 1998. We only had half an hour to do the interview, so I wasn’t able to ask the
Mayor all the questions 1 asked Mrs. Dickerman and Ms. Ferguson.

Jacqueline Ferguson worked in archaeology for twenty years before going to work for the
Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence (ICADV) in May of 1998. She never considered
herself a feminist, and it was for that reason that I asked Ms. Ferguson for an interview.
However, one can see a feminist emerging in her interview, no doubt from her experiences at the
ICADV. She is in her early forties, which made her experiences very different from Mrs.
Dickerman’s experiences. 1 interviewed her in my home on November 1, 1998. The interview
Jasted approximately an hour, thirty minutes on each side.

I went into each interview with a list of questions, as well as a brief time line. The
questions are evident in the transcripts and 1 have included the time line I used. Ihave kept all
three interviews together because they compliment each other so well. I hope you will find them

as informative as I did.

Margaret S. Herath, Interviewer
University of Illinois at Springfield

December 7, 1998



Al Brief Chionology of the Wemen s Movement

1848—Women’s Rights Convention held in Seneca Falls, New York.

1920-The Nineteenth Amendment (giving women the right to vote) is ratified on August 20.

1920-The League of Women Voters is formed.

1923-The Equal Rights Amendment is first introduced to Congress.

1942—-Women’s branches are established in the military.

1945-The Equal Pay for Equal Work bill is first introduced to Congress.

1961-The President’s Commission on the Status of Women is established.

1963—The Equal Pay for Equal Work bill is finally passed.

1963—The Feminine Mystique is published.

1964-The Civil Rights Act is passed (including Title VI, prohibiting discrimination based on
race, color, religion, national origin, or sex); the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission is established to enforce Title VII.

1966-The National Organization for Women is founded.

1967—President Johnson signs Executive Order 11375, extending affirmative action to women.

1968—The National Abortion Rights Action League (NARAL) & The Women’s Equity Action
League (a spinoff of NOW) are formed.

1970-The Equal Rights Amendment is re-introduced into Congress.
1971-Ms. Magazine is first introduced as an insert in New York Magazine.

1971-The National Women’s Political Caucus is formed to assist women getting elected to
office.

1972-The ERA passes both houses of Congress.

1972—Congress passes Title IX of the Educational Amendments to the Civil Rights Act
(enforcing sex equity in education), as well as the Equal Employment Opportunity Act.

1972-The League of Women Voters publically supports the ERA.



1972— Ms. Magazine publishes its first full issue.

1973-The National Black Feminist Organization is established.

1973-The US Supreme Court legalizes abortion with its Roe vs. Wade decision.
1973-30 states ratify the ERA.

1973~The US military formally integrates itself by eliminating women’s branches.
1976-The United Nations Decade for Women begins.

1977-The National Women’s Studies Association is founded.

1978—Congress pass the Pregnancy Discrimination Act, prohibiting discrimination against
pregnant women.

1978-Congress extends the ratification deadline for the ERA to June 30, 1982.
1981-Sandra Day O’Connor is the first women appointed to the US Supreme Court.
1982-The ERA is not ratified in time. It is re-introduced into Congress.

1983—Sally Ride becomes the first woman in space.

1993—Congress passes the Family & Medical Leave Act, giving women & men protected, unpaid
leave to respond to family emergencies.

This time line was taken directly from:
Tobias, Sheila. Faces of Feminism: An Activist's Reflections on the Women's Movement.
Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1997. Pages 260-272.
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Margaret Herath — This is an interview with Barbara Dickerman at her home on Tuesday,
September 29, 1998 and it’s starting at 2:05pm; this is tape one. My first question has to do with
putting you into context of the women’s movement. What were you doing in the 1960's and

1970's,; where were you in your life?

Barbara Dickerman — Of course, I was raising a young family at that time, four sons, and, but
always interested in civic affairs and the . . . my main, I guess you’d call it venue for outlook for
this sort of interest, was the League of Women Voters. And I’d become a member of the League
in 1953, the year I got married. An interesting sidelight is that when I was working and single, it
didn’t seem that one should belong to the League of Women Voters. I remember saying to
myself: “When I get married, I will join the League of Women Voters.” Why we thought that, I
don’t know, but it’s an interesting sidelight. So I did; my mother-in-law got me into it when 1 got
married. So, I might then . . . that’s where I was. Where the League was in the start in the early
60's was in the middle of the civil rights movement and very active and prominent in it with
mandates from the national League to work for equal opportunity in quality education and

employment. So we got into our first study of equal opportunity in housing in probably ‘66.

Margaret Herath — OK. Was the League of Women Volers your primary volunteer source in

terms of being active in the women’s movement and the civil rights movement?

Barbara Dickerman — Yes, it was. Yeah. I was a member of the Junior League at that time but
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they were not interested in civic, not only not interested, that wasn’t their focus at that time; it
certainly has become more so, in recent years, the Junior League. But the League of Women

Voters, yes.

Margaret Herath — What did you think of Gloria Steinem, Betty Friedan, and some of the other

Sfeminists who were in the news a lot during the 1960's and 70's?

Barbara Dickerman — Now I was not the most typical member or the most active member of the
women’s movement. 1 was, we were very involved in the civil rights movement, and the
women’s movement came out a little bit later than that. I was a little bit taken aback at Betty
Friedan, I remember. And another thing about the members of the League; we kind of split off as
the women’s movement began. The ones who were working on civil rights and the ones who
were going to work on equal rights. The ERA, I’'m not sure when it first came in, but was called
on equal rights on women, on equal rights for women. We . . . and I was one who felt that the
civil rights movement was going to be lost in the women’s movement. So I was somewhat
slower to become active in that. I came into it later as the, well, that’s stepping forward a little
bit to far. But that was the first reaction to Betty Friedan was: “Oh, I’'m pretty happy, I can’t see
exactly what’s she’s talking about.” And I was one of the more backward ones of the League on
that particular issue. And I got kidded quite a bit by my friends who were more, three or four
League members took that as their issue and ran with it. And they used to kid me that I used to
go to the ERA rallies in later years and they, or I even said I had to get permission from my

husband, not permission, but I’d say: “Boomer, I’m going to be gone Saturday because there’s an
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ERA march.” And they would laugh themselves silly at my being that backward. But I did, I
remember very much worrying that it was a pace, or overshadowing . . . it was taking a lot of

energy from the civil rights movement, which certainly was not finished.

Margaret Herath — Did you read the Feminine Mystiqgue when it was published in 19637

Barbara Dickerman — Yes, yes [ did. And as T said, 1 was just taken aback by Betty Friedan. But

my more forward looking League members were not. So we joked about it a lot and they kidded

me about it a lot, | think.

Margaret Herath — Why didn’t you join the National Organization for Women?

Barbara Dickerman — Oh, I don’t remember. In this interview [ didn’t say I did not.

Margaret Herath — Oh, I'm sorry, I just assumed you didn t.

Barbara Dickerman — No, I didn’t, I did not. Now, you’re going to get an interesting view, [

guess, and that’s what this is for. You don’t know exactly what to expect when you ask the

questions, right?

Margaret Herath — Right.
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Barbara Dickerman — So, we continued vigorously pursuing equal opportunity in housing,
education, and employment, a number of us did. Then the other branch which, of course, came
on very shortly after the ERA was the pro-choice movement. And there was great debate about
that. [ have, even though, I guess, considered me a liberal in all my politics, I have never been
pro-choice. Even though I worked on the ERA as a League of Women Voters lobbyist. This
gets complicated, I've gotta think of the years. I was president of the League in *79 through 81,
and then became the state lobbyist, which meant I was pushing all the League’s items in the state
legislature for about four years. Ihave to think of the year that there was a big argument in the
League whether we would be for the, ah, when Roe vs. Wade came down, whether the League
would push for pro-choice for women. And I was on the state board at the time and took my
argument of not having the League get involved in the pro-choice movement, but I lost. So,
really right-to-life people would say: “How could you be in the League of Women Voters when
they’re for that?” But I’ve never believed in being one issue, so my job was in the Legislature
was to work for the ERA first, because we hadn’t, there wasn’t much legislation quite yet on the
pro-choice movement. So, [ worked, in the very last battle for ERA, ‘81 and ‘82, I was the leader
of the League group then because I was the lobbyist. Worked very hard for that. And then I
actually, of course, had to present the [L.eague’s viewpoint on pro-choice while I was still a
lobbyist. But that was why I did not join NOW, because I am, to this day, a Right-To-Life
member, but not active. But I never gone for pro-choice, I, it just was not something that I could
do. But I still remained active in the League of Women Voters because I don’t believe anyone

can operate on the one issue thing. Too many intricacies at stake.
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Margaret Herath —~ So, even though you're not one issue, you 've kind of avoided the National

Organization for Women because of . . .

Barbara Dickerman — [Interrupts] Yeah, because that’s their, that is their issue. The same way
with the Women’s Political Caucus, which all my friends formed. I did not join that, because,
while their issue is helping women run for public office, but they must be pro-choice or the
Women'’s Political Caucus will not back them. So, as you can see, I'm a really strange duck
because, and I became one of their recipients of their Elizabeth Cady Stanton award in ‘85 or ‘86,
but I’ve never belonged to either of those groups. So, I don’t know how valuable this is, but it’s
a different viewpoint. So, no. That is NOW’s chief agenda. It isn’t the League of Women
Voter’s chief agenda, as you know they have a broad range of things that they work on, so that is

continues to be one of my venues of interest.

Margaret Herath — What types of things does the League of Women Voter's work on?

Barbara Dickerman — Now, they work, of course, on all sorts of service to voters as far as helping
voters to make up their minds by having the Candidates Forums, by getting out information on
election and voting, by registering voters, and that has been stepped up in recent years. But our
other positions we continue to hold and continue to work for equal opportunities. We have many
positions on the environment. We were early on thirty-five, forty years ago talking about clean
water, when it wasn’t even heard of. The position of the United Nations, backing the United

Nations, and free trade has always been prominent. In the ‘70's, another thing that took off,
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another arm of the League, let’s see, that was 1971, the Constitutional Convention, re-writing the
Illinois Constitution, which dated back at that time to 1854. So it was ‘71, we were very, very
active, a number of League members, state wide were active on that Constitutional Convention
Committee and that was our chief lobbying thing that year. [ would, at some point, want to
evoke the atmosphere of the old League office where so many things were taking place and
where we could exist and not agree on everything, cause some League members were not for
equal opportunity and the civil rights movement. So, there was almost something that everyone
could work on. But that was such an exciting time; and I remember about the Constitutional
Convention, we had the big windows, and you were down there as a child, but you wouldn’t
remember it. It was a store front on 6" and Capital and because we had huge storefront windows,
we had one art, very artist member who would paint the windows with washable paint whatever
we were pushing at the time. So we had huge Christmas packages that year and it said: “Give
yourself a present for Christmas! Pass Con Con!” The Constitutional, pass the new
Constitution. And I could just, still, we didn’t take good pictures, and we should have, because
it’s so great, the entire windows on 6™ Street and Capital Avenue were covered with Christmas
packages and saying: “Give yourself a present for Christmas!” and we would have wonderful
times down there. And we had one man, who certainly, you could say his part in the women’s
movement, Roger Ricketts. And he was not really the first member, well he was the first male
board member. He was a board member. And he was the most advanced young man, he was
much, he was maybe fifteen years younger than I at that time. But, he, his, their marriage was,
his wife would ask Roger how to vote, whereas our husbands would ask us how to vote. And we

felt we were so strong. So we would sit there and Roger would come from his office and say:
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“Oh, I don’t know whether to take a long lunch hour or take the afternoon off.” And we would
sit around and discuss issues, and get so excited about the main . . . now a big thing that would
stimulate discussion of issues was the candidate’s meetings because then we had to, we made up
the questions for the candidates. And we did not use news people or any of that, it was all
League people. So we had our experts who were good at that sort of thing and the ones who
were good at time keeping and holding up signs when you only had thirty seconds to speak. But
we would spend a couple of days in the League office making up questions to really get the
candidates get at the issues. And that was a great time, too. And then also in setting up the
Candidates Debates, it was always fun and difficult, because even then, you see how they are
reluctant they are to debate nowadays, even then, it was very hard to bring the candidates
together, they would bring their aides. First we’d start talking to the aides, and they’d say: “No,
we can’t do this and we can’t do that” and it was quite a process to try to get a state-wide debate
or a Congressional debate. T remember Paul Finley and David Robinson were running for
Congress and we had the debate in Jacksonville on MacMurray campus, but getting them to

agree on every facet of the debate was always fun and difficult.

Margaret Herath — How long would you spend getting that together?

Barbara Dickerman — Oh, two or three meetings. We’d meet first and no one would agree on
anything, they didn’t want to do this, so we’d go back and decide. And at that time, I don’t think
the national League puts out as much information, there were manuals for everything. How, |

mean, “making a difference” was a favorite phrase at that time. And then they had so many ways
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that you could make a difference. And they had it pretty well blocked out, how to get at
candidates and that sort of thing. So we had a lot of help. But there were so many intelligent
people in the League that they didn’t need a lot of prodding. But those manuals that the national
League put out were wonderful, and [ don’t think they do quite as much of that nowadays. I
know we’re getting away from the women’s movement, but these were women making a
difference, so I think it helps. And then, ERA ..., now, there was a little bit of competition and
a little bit of rancor towards the end of, let’s see, it was ‘82 when the ERA was defeated, I'd say

‘80-°82. NOW, 1 forget how new they were, I forget when they were formed.

Margaret Herath — NOW was formed, I have this information, in 1966.

Barbara Dickerman — Oh, I didn’t know it was that long ago. OK. The different women’s
groups said: “Well, we're doing more for, but so and so’s not doing enough for ERA.” But at
that time the National League pledged a million dollars to spend for the passage of ERA. So the
League felt it was really doing a lot and that was our chief lobbying thing at that time. And as I
said over the phone, Gloria Craven was pretty much carrying the ball on the ERA movement at
that time, followed by Peg Blazer and Diane Greenholdt, who then inherited Peg’s mantle when
she died. Diane Greenholdt was one of the chief ones who were for ERA. And then I came in
the very end, because I didn’t become a lobbyist until ‘81 and ‘82 was the year that it got
defeated in the Tllinois legislature. But, yes, the League worked very hard nationwide, they also
gave money and dollars. And the Illinois League, that’s right, we used some of those dollars to

hire a professional lobbyist, and think about this, it’s embarrassing, we hired a man. We hired a
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man to lobby for ERA. And I don’t remember the whys and wherefores, probably Gloria Craven
would remember more about that. But she worked with him, and she also was a very true voice.
So, but then we certainly have been at the forefront, the League has, of all the pro-choice
movements, ever since they voted to go pro-choice, which was probably, was pretty late. Let’s
see, Roe vs. Wade came down in “72%; I don’t think the League put that on their agenda until

maybe ‘80 or so. But it certainly is now.

Margaret Herath — Let’s talk about the ERA for a minute. It’s a very simple document. It reads:
“Equality of Rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any
state on account of sex. Section Two. The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by
appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article. Section Three. This amendment shall take
effect two years after the date of ratification.” Very simple. What happened? Why didn't it

pass?

Barbara Dickerman — It evoked such heated denial, not debate, arguments, fights, outrage by so
many people. Someone said, just the other night, in mentioning Henry Hyde, he was in the
Illinois Legislature at that time, strongly against it, and they can remember him waving his cigar
in outrage at the whole thought of it. No one understood why it had such difficulty. It was so
simple. And it was so frustrating for the ones who were really working that hard; I was, it was
exciting to be in there in the ‘80, ‘81, and ‘82, because Springfield, or Illinois was a key state.

They needed three more to ratify, I believe, and I think the others were, 1 think Georgia was

"The Roe vs. Wade decision was published in 1973.
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another one. But Illinois was very key, so they poured a lot of resources into it, and we had a big
march in that last summer with people from all over the country. And then the eight women
came in, prominently national women, to and did the fast. Have you heard about that? The fast
in the Tllinois Statehouse? They fasted for three or four weeks and then, around them, we had the
rally — when they first came down we had a march from Iles Park down to the State Capital and it
was a state-wide march and everyone wore white with purple banners, and it was just beautiful.
And those women were just outstanding and they all spoke at that rally, and then continued to
fast. One was a nun, oh, well her name, I can’t think of her name. Well, she is still prominent in
um, and she is one of the Catholics for the Right to Abortion, she’s a leader in that movement.
But I go to church at Little Flower and that woman, they had been fasting for three weeks and I
went into mass one day and she was going in ahead of me, on her feet, walking up to a pew in the
very front of the church. So it was just things that were so emotional about it. But it would be
interesting to me to interview someone like George Ryan who also helped to defeat the ERA. He
wouldn’t want to be interviewed on that right now”, but there’s great rancor against him by a
number of women, and particularly those three [ mentioned, Peg Blazer’s not living, who had
very un-fond memories of George Ryan. Maybe after he becomes governor you can get him to
talk on the subject. Who else was in there then? Most of them are probably gone that were so
adamantly against it. Many of the, some women were also against it, and I’d have to think hard
for the names right now. But it just evoked just outrage, well the same with the simple saying of

why couldn’t a black person drink out of a drinking fountain, evoked the same kind of thing.

* At the time of this interview, it was just over a month before the state election in which
George Ryan was running for Governor for the first time.
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