
Preface 

This mmwmipt is the product of tape-recorded htemiewls mducted 
by C. Art3nu: Bradley for the Oral History O f f i o e  on JLzlbe 13, 1988. 
Maryamt Ekeder transcribed the tapes and Linda Jett edited the 
transcript. 

Mr. W. was born in New York CIw but bmught to chicago at an early 
age. He gracXuaW frraa John W m h a l l  High -1 on W west side of 
Chicago in 1941. H e  then applied to his draft board for C.O. status. 
Because he was J- and Judbm wis not conaidered a I1peace chumhtt 
he w a s  refused. He wmt to jail in a federal prison in MirmeE.sota. 
A f t e r  release he went to work in Chicago for a year or so before 
volurrtsering for n o n e -  -ice. He was dhdmqed frm th@ 
army in Japan. He continued for a working for Armed Forces Radio 
in Japan, before travel* ham= by way of m, Israel, Italy and 
Fkmce. While in France he n e t  his wife to be. Re- ham he 
~ t e d f r e a n t h a U n i v e r s i t y o f C h i c a g o h 1 9 4 9 a n d t o o k a ~  
degree in classics in 1952. H e  then went to work for a large Mraq~ 
advertis- aml retkrd f m  advertising in 1982 to set up his 
crwnsmallcmsultingbusiness. HeItsnran:iedandhastmgmwnup 
children. He has served on the Village baxd of Hyde mrk in chicago. 

The rmmcrip-t: m y  be w, quoted d cited freely. It m y  not be 
repmduced in whale or h part by any rr~ans, e1ectrmj.c or meal, 
without permissim in writing fram the Oral History O f f i c e ,  Sarrganwn 
S t a t e  Universi*, Sprbqfidd, Illirwis 62794-9243. 



Mr.  W., JUne 13, 1988, Chicago, Illinois. 

Q: Tell IE a bit  a b r t  yan C.O. exprim.  How did yau get 
involved in .that? 

A: W1 I saw yrrur outline fi& I think is ahaustive, mmibcx one. 
But it's also intelligent and I think it asks the guestions that need 
to be asked. I Q  family haw: Y. pmh viere innnigmnk, 
Russian Jewish imcPnj.grants.  My father was a socialist ard plotted the 
w- of the Czar. I rmm~ that literally but 
literally. You see, he and his circle of f r i d  diEKxlssed 
m l u t i w l ~ i r y  activities or the possibility of a rebellion. They were  
not violent people by any means but that was the time of the pogranrs 
against the Jew 2md they ard their villages suffered. It was not 
~ ~ t ~ ~ d h a v e t h e ~ o f b e l i e f s t h a t ~ h a d .  
W e l l f w o u l d s a y t h a t t h e y w e r e m r x h t t o a n ~ t d e g r e e .  That 
~~ in my backgrom3 . . . As a kid, IAxxre was a lo t  of 
discussion of capitalist e i e t y  ard the workers1 rights and the needs 
of organized workers and the underprivileged. 

A: 'Ihere was an important associatian, a fraternal organization that 
was very active ammg this gmup of Jewish irmnigrants-it was quite 
large--clslled the Workhgmls circle--a signif hark name. Its 
orientatim was socialist W not ZicniSt; in f a d  they were clearly 
a n t i - Z i d s t .  They were inkmatimalist in fact. They Miwed in 
the brPttlarhoad of man and that there's no reason to set up additional 
Countyies. And because there was also such a large g r a p  of 
Z i d s t - ~ ~ i e r r t e d  Jaw. at tha srnne time, thare were always these 
dirscussiollsof~chwastheproper. .  . 

Q: There was a brealcdown of capi-km at that time. I think people 
helped.. . 
A: Yes, that was the depression. 

A: Yes, yourre right. My father was a letter writer. H e  was m 
idealist and he was in prism for scare mths. He wks pi&& up by 



the police. He was f i fben at the tjrns I think. He was pi- up by 
the police for his 1-itirq activities bemuse he w a s  a mmkr  
of a circle which had been identified-a little study gmp-wbich had 
baan identified by them as possibly a Enzbversfve unit. So he had a 
fewmmthsinjail. A n d t h e n h i s l e M e r r s ~ t w l ~ f o r t h e m t o  
evargettotheparkwhi&rnic#thavebesndmaging. Solhaylethim 
g o a n d h e a n d h i s o l ~ b r o t h e r a n d ~ s i s t e r ~ ~ l  i n t h e s a n e  
graup. Whenhe&his fd lycamsto th i scauntry they~very  
active. No, I shouldnlt say that, that's an wfer~tatemnt. He was 
fairly active politically. My aunt was a union oqwiizar. a very 
unhprtant unim organizer, and my uncle ms also a union o-zer. 
H e w a s h t h s b u i l d i t l g ~ ~ ~ ,  andsheintheneedle 
trades. IQ fa- was not as active as they politically. But in m y  
case the oriesrtation that I came with ,  that I grew up with, w a s  very 
much an anti~=apitalist mientatinn. A t  the same the ny father had 
saraequestionsmhismindabzutwar. PartZybecausewarisarermlt 
of q i t a l h  according to  classical w m .  It's a rrratlifestation of 
capitalism ard the wils of w i n g  for mrkets, etc. I tkink 
partly for Wt -, then perhaps for that reascrm, he became 
hkeskd in pacifim to saw degree philosophically. He w a s  an 
&hirer  of Tblstoi. He was an adbnirer of ~ i a n  literature and a 
reader of Russian literature generally. He had an eighth grade 
education fomrally but he was a snrart man. Those kinds of books w e r e  
presmt in crur hcmse ard that kind of comersation. So that when I 
was graving up as an adolescent the whole subject: of the war-the 
problems in Eurcrpe before W i c 2 1 I s  entrance h t o  the war. I was 
fifteenwhenwar broke out and that presented a subject far thcught. 
My father by this timewasverymch a Rasevelt demmxk. A liberal 
-elt democrat and deeply cmcemed about the things that were 
going on? in Germany. 

Q: -y he knew abazt i t ?  

A: Yss, well the U.S. press was silent for the mst part lxtt the 
J w i a h m w a s .  . . 

A: Yes. S o o n t h e o n e h a n d w w w s t h a t .  Hew hcmsed, of 
c a r e ,  a b a u t w h a t w a s h a ~ i n t h e m r .  Ontheatherhandat the  
sarru3 time I had this nution that war ms a capitalist -1, and had 
~ t o d o w i t h i d e o l c g y o r r a ~ e 6 .  I thad todowi th the  
capitalist system. So that began rrw thinking abut the question of 
violence and war, etc. lSle mre I -led w i t h  i t - -Nm I should say 
during nry adoLescenoe I friends with a group in high school 
throughrqbrotherarklmnyown, agmupwhowereveryactive 
intelleckzally, very curiaus, in- in a lot of w. One 
surranerwehadastulygroupinethics. Wereadashighschoolkidson 
our uwn. We read AristoUels Ethics and we read wms of Plato and we 
readlfunm. AmthmsunarerwereadMam. Wetriedaskrdygroupin 
~ c s a r d a r g u e d ~ t t h e w a r a n d a b a z t - w e ~ d n ~ t a r g u e a b a u t  
pacifism or m-violence but we discussed it a lot. O f  this grcnrp I 
muld say i h m  was pahaps fifteen kids-htwem ten and fiftem 
Mds. 



Q: aath ~nncanen a n m  or just all men? 

Q: Ncrw this is a gnmp of all ~ e w i s h  pnqaters? 

A: Yes. 9hme or far? One of the guys went ta alternative sewice 
a n d I t h M c a n o t h a r ~ a s ~ e l l ~ t h e t h i r d c n e b e c a w 4 F ~  hems 
rejected. He wmt these p m  and he was rejected. Eut 
I eml& up gojns to jail. It was a struggle for ms. 

Q: Yau must have felt very -1y to . . . 
A: I 1 m r r c r t l s u r e ~ I f e l t a s ~ l y a s I w z t l s s h x b b o m .  I 1 m a  
very, vary s-m perscn. I felt I had c a ~  to a d e c i s i o n ?  and that 
I1d reached a cmcluslan. That was it, & it didnlt matter after 
that that I w a s  t h r e a t e n d w i t h  all sorts of terrible things. Having 
reached my decision-and of course I had told meqbdy a b u t  it so 
that made it hard-but it was a real ccgmnitn-mt. 

A: That's hteresthq. let's say Zidm to -because I was  on the 
a t h e r s i d e o f t h e ~ - ~ ~ a 8 n e ~ 1 - m i s s u e .  Q 1 t h e d h m h a n d m y  
b l r c r t h e r w a s a l i ~ .  P@bmtherbOcBme~icnirRandavarycurmnitted 
~ i c n i s t a n 8 a ~ o f t h a i r i ~ h ~ g r a q , w u e Z i c o l i s t s .  

A: No, that's right. 

Q: A l l  rightt, hau abmt the atrocities in Nazi Gemmy? 

Q: 'Il.latlrs yau were at that time? 

Q: Ard this was all thnshed a r t  w i t h  these ycmq men? 

A: Yes, right. 

Q: Y m  taak the position and you carried through on it? 



I 
A: That's right, I regis-. I forget thmugh what paper work it 
ms pssible to declare that me objected to sewing undar the 
m i l i t a r y , h x t ~ o r ~ i t w a s ,  I d e c l a r d ~ t I c b j e c t e d  
as a matter of cmscfence, and that I wanted to be considered for 
non-cJennbatmt service. I had - askd few. ampt ion frcan the anty. 
I felt that m-ccaabatant mice wars m l y  what was required. 

I Q: Wauld satisfy your feelings abcnrt pacifism? But that was denied? 

A: That was denied. First by the draft board evld then there was  an 
wmher  * ms a former Secretary of State I&O lived in Hyde park 
a n d w a s d o i r r g t h i s ~ f e ~ i c e a n d . .  . 

I Q: Yau didn't live in y.de W k  in those days? 

I Q: What did yaur pmnts say at  this point? 

A: As y m  CCIUld h i g h ,  they were horrified frara the very beginning. 
Particularly my father. Well no, not particularly-both of thean were 
absolutely horrified. Not m l y  did t h q  disagree wi= totally on 

lcecghical, I mean on the political matter of belief and 
but for th€m it was the utmwt shsune to have their Exm 

anmg a l l  their frierds and relatives, their aon in  the faoe of al l  
the amities, all the . . . 

I Q: It have been very hard for m. 

I Q: Did they t ry  -to talk ycru out of it? 

A: Y e s ,  my fa- wrote XB when I wmk to New York for a time after 
high school. J b t  for seven mths I lived there by nryself. I left 
hcnne, ~waseighteen,wantedtobemmycrwn. Myfatherwmtemea 
1- 1- trying to pemmade me to his pint  of view or dissuade me 
frcan mine. We didn't have a gn& deal of argummt cmmmatimally 
~ u s e I t h i n k l n a y 3 3 z h e I a e w t h a t I w a s p e r s u a d a d a n d d t t e d 2 m d  
that he wasn't going to change my mind. But it WEIS a blm to my 
mother, who had to feel mt ahare. 

A: No, in fact ny fa-I'm glad yuu bmqht that up. father 
and his family w a e  cmdtted atheists. Strongly ccarrmittd atheists. 
lT&ligion is the opiate of msseP is part of it. I don't knaw 
wfiat generatim m y  have starhd it in his family. myk it was nry 
grandfather but it my have been his father before him. My 
qaMfather wars not religious but I don't beliwe he was an atheist. 
H i s  kids-his sons-made fun of him in his later life @-m he began to 



Q: I was go- to ask ycsl, that pdxb ly  made it very difficult for 
you to claim religious w u n ?  

Q: Inrpossible? I rrre2m the family had that tradition. Jews as a rule 
did not have that tradition. 

A: That's right. And so it was park of the examinatim on my appeal 
£ran ths draft ruling. They a i d ,  What is ycwr religious 
~ornrictirm?'~ I said, "1 dmlt have any religious m i c t i m .  I base 
it on huananistic beliefs.11 

A: It was not m q n i z e d ,  But in q case my father mM--as did 
also the rest of my uncles and aunts- repnained nm-bsliervers. 

Q: They always did? 

Q: So the FBI cams & picked ycru up? 

A: Right and I should say it was a real--there was an internal, not a 
struagqle that I was undergoing, Lrut I w a s  cmst.antly a&hg myself 

I was gusEttionhg nry awn s-iw and my erwn basls of 
belief. What was I & by what right did I call nyself this or that? 

A: That's right, there was no one else. 

A: I guess it was. 

A: Yes, 1'11 c a b =  to  that. I did have these two friendEt so there was 
that feel- of supprt, or three friends, there was a feeling that I 
wasnotalam. ThenonceIwasarres tedIwent thruugha~t icand 
traumatic exprim. I went to jail and in ccrunty j a i l  I was 
p u t m a t i e r o f  jwdesbecause~wasnotyetnineteen, Iguess, 
or w. I was abut to hit twenQr. Let's see, 1941, 1 was not yet 
eighteen. Well that can't be. It was 1943, I was nut yet twresrty. 
Ncrw the juveniles-the supervisicm in ccKlnty jail is rn existerrt. 
The guards did not wat& aver what twk place. We slept in cells and 
during the day rn w c m  out in the day ram. The day roam, this is a 





Mr.  w. 7 

A: A t  m i c a n  miend, right* took a morQage  an his hause or put 
uphishouseasaguaranteesothatIcauldgetmt. I d m l t h m i f  
ycru hw of mancis Heisler or nut. A t  that t h  he was a very well 
Icncrwn Chicago labor ard political lawyer, an excellat man. H e  was 
help- the mnscientims objectom of the day through I don't what 
organization but he cmrre to help and thragh him I was sprung. And sa 
Iwa~ibadkolrtincirculatimandthen.. . 
Q: But the kncwledge of vhat you had gone must have-you had 
had to deferd yourself-nust have been veq  difficult. 

A: Yes, it m s  very difficult. It was very significant to me 
logimlly, it WEIS a challerge. Am I the persan, am I just f m ,  
wwld I believe o r .  . . 

A: T h a t ~ s w h e n I ~ r n g o i n g t o d e £ e r d ~ f .  I ' m g o ~ t o d e f e n d m y  
body rand that was just ane W n g  that ha-. Then Mr. Heisler at 
m y r e q u e s t w a r s a b l e t o k e e p ~ x y W s e a s  it- 
r e a w  in camty jail-because I warYted to get  past the age of 
twmQ so that I wouldn't get badc in this very rough juvenile block. 
S o ~ I f i n a l l y g o t t a b e ~ h e l e t i t h a l r p e n a n d ~ ~ t o  
trial and I m -to three yeam. I mnt bacJr to cxxlnty j a i l  
t o a w a f t ~ t o ~ t ~ o u t t o b e ~ .  Y a l h - I m  
-? It's a Federal Oorrectimal Institution at Sarrdstane, 
Mbmsata. A n d b e c a u s e I w a s t h m p a s t ~ I w m t i n t o a ~  
nram ~IXXQ of pople who w r e  very easy. They - federal 
p r ~ m d b e c a u s e ' U l q l w t m f e d e r a l p r ~ t h e y v m e I l g l r = h  
8asiar to takB, of -. They are nut . . . 
Q: So yau didn't have any problem with violence or hcrrHaaexuality 
in that aikzaticm? 

A: T h m I w e n t m t o ~ a n d t t a a t ~ ~ l ~ l y v e r y  
surrmlatby. It was one of the--I had =re fun at Sandtstone. 
(laughs) It was a great place to have time. I was Wmre m l y  
samn mnths or eight months, The m a t i o n  of Sandstme was about 
five hurxlrd souls of wfiich a b u t  two hurdred and fifty--no, I take it 
back, abaut rnust have been &art ei -consciatiow 
objectnrs. There- about -hundred 3!F fim J@huvah's 
Wi-, .Ulerewereseh~enNazicrewnresnbersof a s u b a r h w h i c h w a s  



Q: white collar. 

A: Mostly white collar, .Ulatls right, they w m  federal folks. The 
i n t e l l ~ f a r r r r s n t w a s ~ , . t h s a r g u m e n t s t h a t ~ o n a b o u t  
MandEnn ard wialbt ,  belief, and abwxt pacifism, atc. So 
this was a great experiem~, yes. 

Q: Thatle amazirvg that ycru had that exprim. 

A: YB, it was great fun. It was very hpessive. I was young-- 
pmhbly one of the ~t in the prism. So the others w e r e  all - mre grmn up, mre mature. Mary writms, thinkem 
a lot of pro fe s s id  pople. 

r --, 

9: That was anrazing and the discipline didn't bather ym? 

A: No, not at all. 

Q: what kjnd of bmrk did yau do? 

A: I worked for a th in the l a w  roam, faeding sheets irYto a 
mangle and folding and getting sheets pressed. a t  time there 
WELLS an ' incident where 01-18 of the guys I was wrkingwith 
a s a t e a m ~ i r r s t h i s ~ e e d i n J o f ~ s h e e t s i n t h e m a n g i e , m s  
a paranoid. He was me of the honest cons but he was paranoid. I 
m a a n h e ~ t h e w a s t h r e a t e m d b y a m y m e ~ h e b l e w u p  
occ~~siaaally and he threaten& to kill me at one point. 

Q: That wasn't at al l  pleasant? 

A: No, it mm't at al l  pleasant. H e  pulled a r t  one of these big 
laundry safw pins and apansd it up and he was go* to stab me with 
it. I had to calxa him down. Again there was a l i t t le  bit of 
viol-, a threat of violence. I also t m r d  in the library for a 
h.  ina ally gwemmk felt it was so short of pople to serve 
the caw, g m a m m t l s  cause, that t h y  decided to ramme f m  
prisms~whowwldservedinthearmedforces .  

Q: Is that right? That was in what year, about 19441 



Q: So they crpened up the prim doors for thaze who wanted to sign up 
for the am& forces? 

Q: So yrru mild do that? 

Q: Haw did yau relate to them? Was that a good experimce in t q 7 i . q  
to carpme their experience and your experience? Was that a help? Or 
mayb yeru didn't talk about it? 

Q: K b d  of a sad story? 

Q: Y Took to violence w i l y .  

A: So arryway all this tim I am readirrg and thinkirug, you have to 
understard, and w m 3 d q .  Ilm very IXDJCAI a 1- persan. Y m  wem 
talkirq akat WEI need for supprt. I prabably need less than a lo t  
of people because I am alme a lot  arrd enjoy be@ alone. 

Q: So yau had a lot of the to do that? 






















