Preface

This manuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted
by C. Arthar Bradley for the Oral History Office on June 13, 1988.
Margaret Reeder transcribed the tapes and Linda Jett edited the
transcript.

Mr. W. had no connection with the Union Seminary incident in 1940. He
was interviewed to give perspective on those involved because his
pacifism and conscientious objection grew cut of his immersion in
democratic socialism and trade unionism. Several of his uncles and
one aunt were officers in various Chicago unions. In his high school
in Chicago there was much discussion around the issues raised by
various forms of pre-World War II socialism.

Mr. W. was born in New York City but brought to Chicago at an early
age. He graduated from John Marshall High School on the west side of
Chicago in 1941. He then applied to his draft board for C.0. status.
Because he was Jewish and Judism was not considered a "peace church"
he was refused. He went to jail in a federal priscn in Minnesota.
After release he went to work in Chicago for a year or so before
volunteering for non-combatant service. He was discharged from the
army in Japan. He continued for a year working for Armed Forces Radio
in Japan, before traveling home by way of Egypt, Israel, Italy and
France. While in France he met his wife to be. Returning home he
graduated from the University of Chicago in 1949 and took a masters
degree in classics in 1952. He then went to work for a large Chicago
advertising agency and retired from advertising in 1982 to set up his
own small consulting business. He is married and has two grown up
children. He has served on the Village Board of Hyde Park in Chicago.

C. Arthur Bradley has been as Associate Conference Minister for the
Illinois Conference of the United Church of Christ, deployed in
Central Association in Peoria, Illinois, from 1980 to the .
Dr. Bradley grew up in Shaker Heights and Oberlin, Chio. Since 1952
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Christian Churches and then after the merger in the United Church of
Christ. He has served churches in New Hampshire and Comnecticut. He
holds a Bachelors degree from Harvard College, a Masters of Divinity
Degree from Union Theological Seminary, a Masters of Sacred Theology
from Yale Divinity School, and a Doctor of Philoscphy in American
Studies from New York University. Dr. Bradley is married to Jean and
they have four adult children.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.




Mr. W., June 13, 1988, chicago, Illinois.
C. Arthur Bradley, Interviewer.

Q: Tell me a bit about your C.0. experience. How did you get
involved in that?

A: Well I saw your outline which I think is exhaustive, rnumber one.
But it's also imtelligent and I think it asks the questions that need
to be asked. My family background: My parents were immigrants,
Russian Jewish immigrants. My father was a socialist and plotted the
overthrow of the Czar. I don't mean that literally but almost
literally. You see, he and his circle of friends discussed
revolutionary activities or the possibility of a rebellion. They were
not violent pecple by any means but that was the time of the pogroms
against the Jews and they and their villages suffered. It was not
unusual that they should have the kinds of beliefs that they had.
Well I would say that they were Marxist to an important degree. That
created in my background . . . As a kid, there was a lot of
discussion of capitalist soclety and the workers' rights and the needs
of organized workers and the underprivileged.

¢ Who were the people that your father talked to there in the

A: There was an important association, a fraternal organization that
was very active among this group of Jewish immigrants—it was quite
large--called the Workingnen 8 Circle—a significant name. Its
orientation was socialist and not Zionist; in fact they were clearly
anti-Zionist. They were internationalist in fact. They believed in
the brotherhood of man and that there's no reason to set up additional
countries, And because there was also such a large group of
Zionist-oriented Jews at the same time, there were always these
discussions of which was the proper . . .

Q: What years would that have been?
A: TIn the 1930s.

%;l'merewasabreahmwn of capitalism at that time. I think pecple
ped .

A: Yes, that was the depression.
Q: Depression was near.

A: Yes, you're right. My father was a letter writer. He was an
idealist and he was in prison for some months. He was picked up by
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the police. He was fifteen at the time I think. He was picked up by
the police for his letter-writing activities because he was a member
of a circle which had been identified--a little study group—which had
been identified by them as possibly a subversive unit. So he had a
few months in jail. And then his letters were too long for them to
ever get to the parts which might have been damaging. So they let him
go ardd he and his older brother and one sister were all in the same
group. When he and his family came to this country they were very
active. No, I shouldn't say that, that's an overstatement. He was
fairly active politically. My aunt was a union organizer, a very
unimportant union organizer, and my uncle was also a union organizer.
He was in the building trades among carpenters, and she in the needle
trades. My father was not as active as they politically. But in any
case the orientation that I came with, that I grew up with, was very
much an anti-capitalist orientation. At the same time my father had
some questions in his mind about war. Partly because war is a result
of capitalism according to classical Marxism. It's a manifestation of
capitalism and the evils of competing for markets, etc. I think
partly for that reason, then perhaps for that reascn, he became
interested in pacifism to same degree philoscophically. He was an
admirer of Tolstoi. He was an admirer of Russian literature and a
reader of Russian literature generally. He had an eighth grade
education formally but he was a smart man. Those kinds of books were
present in our house and that kind of corversation. So that when I
was growing up as an adolescent the whole subject of the war--the
prablems in Furcpe before America's entrance into the war. I was
fifteen when war broke out and that presented a subject for thought.
My father by this time was very much a Roosevelt democrat. A liberal
Roosevelt democrat and deeply concerned about the things that were

going on in Germany.
Q: Apparently he knew about it?

A: Yes, well the U.S. press was silent for the most part but the
Jewish press was . . .

Q: Was very much present?

A: Yes. So on the one hard there was that. He was incensed, of
course, about what was happening in the war. On the other hand at the
same time I had this notion that war was a capitalist tool, and had
nothing to do with ideology or races. It had to do with the
capitalist system. So that began me thinking about the question of
violence and war, etc. The more I struggled with it--Now I should say
during my adolescence I became friends with a group in high school
through my brother and on my own, a group who were very active
intellectually, very curiocus, interested in a lot of things. One
sumer we had a study group in ethics. We read as high school kids on
our own. We read Aristotle's Ethics and we read some of Plato and we
read Hume. Ancother sumner we read Marx. We tried a study group in
econcmics and argued about the war and about--we didn't argue about
pacifism or non-violence but we discussed it a lot. Of this growp I
vk?zld say there was perhaps fifteen kids--between ten and fifteen
ds.
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Q: Both women and men or just all men?

A: No, young men. Three of us, four of us I guess, became
conscientious objectors.

Q: Now this is a group of all Jewish youngsters?

A: Yes. Three or four? One of the quys went to alternative sexvice
and I think another one as well and the third one became 4F, he was

rejected. He went through those procedures and he was rejected. But
I ended up going to jail. It was a struggle for me.

Q: You must have felt very strongly to . . .

A: I'm not sure whether I felt as strongly as I was stubborn. I'm a
very, very stubborn person. I felt I had come to a decision and that
I'd reached a conclusion. That was it, and it didn't matter after

that that I was threatened with all sorts of terrible things., Having
reached my decision--and of course I had told everybody about it so
that made it hard--but it was a real comitment.

Q: But how did Zionism and what was happening in Nazi Germany affect
that decision?

A: That's interesting. Iet's say Zionism to me—because I was on the
other gide of the argument--was never an issue. On the other hand my
brother was a Zionist. My brother became Zionist and a very committed
Zionist and a number of the friends in the group were Zionists.

Q: But they never convinced you?

A: No, that's right.

Q: All right, how about the atrocities in Nazi Germany?

A: The atrocities in Nazi Germany? I was persuaded that if the
pecple there would adept non-violence--passive resistance--that they
could overcame the persecution.

Q: That's where you were at that time?

A: That's vhere I was, right. 2and there was Ghandi and there was
that example, etc. _

Q: And this was all thrashed out with these young men?

A: Yes, right.

Q: You took the position and you carried through on it?

A: That's right.

Q: Did that mean then that when the time came for you to register you
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A: That's right, I registered. I forget through what paper work it
was possible to declare that one objected to serving under the
military, but wherever or whenever it was, I declared that I cbjected
as a matter of conscience, and that I wanted to be considered for
non-carbatant service. I had never asked for exemption from the army.
I felt that non-combatant service was really what was required.

Q: Would satisfy your feelings about pacifism? But that was denied?

A: That was denied. First by the draft board and then there was an
examiner who was a former Secretary of State who lived in Hyde Park
and was doing this service and . . .

Q: You didn't live in Hyde Park in those days?

A: No, it just happened that he was within the university community
then and he denied the appeal. Then two FBI guys showed up and
arrested me and took me down ard booked me, etc. and I went to the

county jail.
Q: Wwhat did your parents say at this point?

A: As you could imagine, they were horrified from the very beginning.
Particularly my father. Well no, not particularly—both of them were
absolutely horrified. Not only did they disagree with me totally on
the ?xilosophical, I mean on the political matter of belief and
conviction, but for them it was the utmost shame to have their son
among all their friends and relatives, their son in the face of all
the atrocities, all the . . .

Q: It must have been very hard for them.
A: It must have been. It was, I knew it was. And X had many . . .
Q: Did they try to talk you out of it?

A: Yes, my father wrote me when I want to New York for a time after
high school. Just for seven months I lived there by myself. I left
home, I was eighteen, wanted to be on my own. My father wrote me a
long letter trying to persuade me to his point of view or dissuade me
from mine. We didn't have a great deal of argument conversationally
because I think maybe he knew that I was persuaded and committed and
that he wasn't going to change my mind. But it was a blow to my
mother, who had to feel great shame.

Q: Were they religious Jews or . . .

A: No, in fact my father--I'm glad you brought that up. My father
and his family were conmitted atheists. Strongly committed atheists.
"Religion is the opiate of the masses" is part of it. I don't know
what generation may have started it in his family. Maybe it was my
grandfather but it may have been his father before him. My
grandfather was not religious but I don't believe he was an atheist.
His kids—his sons——made fun of him in his later life when he began to
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go to the synagogue--I think more for the social contact than anything
else but he would say prayers and so they would ridicule him.

Q: I was going to ask you, that prabably made it very difficult for
you to claim religious exemption?

A: It made it impossible.

Q: Impossible? I mean the family had that tradition. Jews as a rule
did not have that tradition.

A: That's right. And so it was part of the examination on my appeal
from the draft board ruling. They said, "what is your religicus
conviction?" I said, "I don't have any religious conviction. I base
it on humanistic beliefs."

Q: And that was ot . . .

A: It was not recognized. But in any case my father remained--as did
also the rest of my uncles and aunts--they remained non-believers.

Q: They always did?

A: They always remained non-believers and that too is important to
me. It was important to what happened to me in the way I thought
about things.

Q: So the FBI came and picked you up?

A: Right and I should say it was a real--there was an internal, not a
struggle that I was undergoing, but I was constantly asking myself

questions. I was questioning my own sincerity and my own basis of
belief, What was I and by what right did I call myself this or that?

Q: And there wasn't any support? There were no other pecple?
A: That's right, there was no cne else.

Q: That must have been very lonely?

A: T guess it was.

Q: To fight that all through by yourself? Did you have any legal
counsel?

A: Yes, I'll come to that. I did have these two friends so there was
that feeling of support, or three friends, there was a feeling that I
was not alone. Then once I was arrested I went through a dramatic and
traumatic experience. I went to county jail and in county jail I was
put into a tier of juveniles because I was not yet nineteen, I guess,
or twenty. I was about to hit twenty. Iet's see, 1941, I was not yet
eighteen. Well that can't be. It was 1943, I was not yet twenty.

Now the juveniles--the supervision in county jail is non existent.

The guards did not watch over what took place. We slept in cells and
during the day we were out in the day room. The day roam, this is a
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cell block of perhaps fifteen young men. The day room was controlled
by the 'bosses' of this group, none of them over twenty, cbviocusly.

They were all nineteen and there were beatings and there was stealing
though there was no sexual assault. I think that was still in its

infancy or they hadn't invented that yet. (laughs)

Q: It wasn't abwious.

A: That's right, they learned that later. But there was violence.
And at same point I was forced to engage in a boxing match as it were
with another kid. I was told, "You and him fight." I defended
myself, T fought. I acquitted myself to my own mind at least. I
defended myself ard I didn't get hurt which could have been dangerous
and that was significant to me in terms of non-violent behavior. It
was a challenge. It was a real test because I had believed that
non-violence wag. . . . And here T am faced with this problem and I
was suffering terribly, I must say. The food was awful, the
conditions were awful, the kids were hard to take, they were not only

rough, they were violent, they were dangerous and . . .

Q: Did you ever know kids before like those in jail?

A: No.

Q: Never. You were really protected from that kind of envircrment?
A: Yes, right.

Q: Even though your father was a working man?

A: That's right.

Q: It was a good solid community.

A: Oh, absolutely. Well, as you can see it was socialist. They were
all thinkers, all the friends were people who believed in education
and family,

Q: Yes, and family?

A: Ard family, that's right. So it was all middle class values. I
stayed in county jail for thirty days, for a month, and with a
constant feeling of threat. Suffering physically and terrible food
and a steel cot to sleep on without a mattress, it was awful
conditions. They had terrible toilets—and all those physical
things--and I couldn't get out. I didn't have bail money. My father,
I don't know if he had known how to get me out whether he would have
or could have. But through a friend of my sister's who was a
conscientious objector. I think it was through him . . . I am trying
to remember what contact occurred that got me bailed out by someone
from the Friends . . .

Q: American Friends?
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A: At American Friend, right--who took a mortgage on his house or put
uphuhwseasaguaranteesothatIcwldgetwt I don't know if
ycm]qmofFra:mmHe;leerormt At that time he was a very well
known Chicago labor and political lawyer, an excellent man. He was
helping the conscientious cbjectors of the day through I don't what
organization but he came to help and through him I was sprung. And so
I was back out in circulation and then . . .

Q: But the knowledge of what you had gone through must have—-you had
had to defend yourself—mst have been very difficult.

A: Yes, it was very difficult. It was very significant to me
logically, it was a challenge. Am I the person, am I just faking,
would I believe or . . .

Q: Guess when push cames to shove you . . .

A: That's when I'm going to defend myself. I'm going to deferd my
body and that was just one thing that happened. Then Mr. Heisler at
my request was able to keep postponing my demise as it were--my
reappearance in county jail--because I wanted to get past the age of

so that I wouldn't get back in this very rough juvenile block.
So when I finally got to be twenty he let it happen and I went to
trial and I was sentenced to three years. I went back to county jail
to await remanding to what turned out to be Sardstone. You know
Sardstone? It's a Federal Correctional Institution at Sandstone,
Minnescta. And because I was then past twenty I went into a more
mature group of pecple who were very easy. They were federal
prisoners and because they were federal prisoners they were much
easier to take, of course. They arenot . . .

Q: So you didn't have any problems with violence or hamosexuality
in that situation?

A: That's right.

Q: But did you have problems with where you were standing during that
time? I mean the fact that you . . .

A: Bevt:wetzmtha'-:-.tw»voep:..*atocilesatc:om'xtyjall‘p No, as I recall when I
got cut of county jail I went back to my job. I was taken back to my
job as a currency excharnge manager at the time. I was runmning a

currency and the gent who owned the chain of exchanges was
happy to have me back for as longas I . . .

Q: So then you went on to Sandstone?

A: Then I went on to Sandstone and that was intellectually very
stimilating. It was one of the--I had more fun at Sandstone.

(laughs) It was a great place to have spent time. I was there only
seven months or eight months. The population of Sarxdstone was about
five hundred souls of which about two hundred and fifty--no, I take it
back, there about must have been about ei —conscientious
objectors. There were about two hundred fifty Jehovah's
Witnesses, there were seven Nazli crew members of a submarine which was
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caught in the port in New York and they were interned for the
duration. There were four who were the leadership of the Triotskyite

who had been accused and judged and imprisoned on behest of the
Communist Party who wanted to get them and were able to because they
were allies, you know—Russia was our ally. And then in addition to
that there were about three hundred and fifty folks. There were
another one hundred and fifty of what we called the honest cons, who
were there for such things as transporting vehicles across state lines
or confidence games or stealing through the mails or . . .

Q: White collar.

A: Mostly white collar, that's right, they were federal folks. The
intellectual ferment was wonderful, the arguments that went on about
Marxiem and Socialist, Comwnist belief, and about pacifism, etc. So
this was a great experience, yes.

Q: That's amazing that you had that experience.

A: Yes, it was great fun. It was very impressive. I was young--
probably one of the youngest in the prison. So the others were all
much more grown up, more mature. Many writers, thinkers, architects,
a lot of professional pecple.

Q: That was amazing and the discipline didn't bother you?
A: No, not at all.
Q: What kind of work did you do?

A: I worked for a time in the laundry room, feeding sheets into a
mangle and folding and getting sheets pressed. During that time there
was an interesting incident where one of the guys I was working with
as a team mate during this feeding of these sheets in the mangle, was
a paranoid. He was one of the honest cons but he was paranoid. I
mean he thought he was threatened by everyone and he blew up
occasionally and he threatened to kill me at one point.

Q: That wasn't at all pleasant?

A: No, it wasn't at all pleasant. He pulled out one of these big
laundry safety pine and opened it up and he was going to stab me with
it. I had to calm him down. Again there was a little bit of
violence, a threat of violence. I also worked in the library for a
time. Finally the goverrment felt it was so short of people to serve
the cause, the goverrment's cause, that they decided to remove from
prisons anyone who would served in the armed forces.

Q: Oh, even though they had been convicted?

A: Even though they had been corwicted of whatever crime, I don't
know that there were any exceptions.

Q: Is that right? That was in what year, about 19447
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A: About 1944.

Q: So they opened up the prison doors for those who wanted to sign up
for the armed forces?

A: That's right. In fact I later became acquainted with a couple of
murderers, a couple of guys who had been convicted of murder who had
been released under this program and I knew them in the army. So as
far as T was concerned I was now going to be allowed to serve as a

non-combatant.

Q: And they would let you in?
A: Yes, they would.
Q: So you cauld do that?

A: I could do that amd so I then accepted that offer and was examined
and inducted in the army in St. Paul and went on to serve for two
years. In the army I was in a group--in the medical corps,
cbviously--I think I was in a platoon of conscientious objectors.

Q: So you met a lot of other people who had been willing to serve the
same way?

A: That's right.

Q: How did you relate to them? Was that a good experience in trying
to compare their experience and your experience? Was that a help? Or
maybe you didn't talk about it?

A: No, I take it back, It was not with a group of conscientious

cbjectors. There were same conscientious cbjectors in the unit——in

the military unit or whatever it was—-but there were just a few of us

ard we were scattered. There were these two gents who had been

convicted for murder, one of whom I became friendly with. He was a

fls:;'.rarngebm: funny sort of guy. (laughs) He killed his wife's lover
said.

Q: Kind of a sad story?
A: Yes, he was a southern type. A very down hoame boy.
Q: Yes., Took to violence easily.

A: So anyway all this time I am reading and thinking, you have to

understand, and wondering. I'm very much a loner person. You were
about the need for support. I probably need less than a lot

of people because I am alone a lot and enjoy being alone.

Q: You enjoy it when you are on your own?

At Yes,

Q: So you had a lot of time to do that?


































