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Preface 

This manuscript is  the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by 
Kevin Corky for a special project, "I l l inois  Coal : The Legacy of an 
Industrial Society." The project: was sponsored by the I l l ino i s  State 
Historical Sociery and hnded in part  by the I l l i no i s  Humanities Cauncil 
and the National Fndowment: for  the Jkmmities. Additional support cam 
£ran the Oral History Office of Sangamon State University. Elsebeth 
Buckley transcribed the tapes and Susan Jones edited the transcript.  

John Henry Wittka was born in Benton, Illinois on June 24, 1915. Mr. 
Wittka s tar ted i n  t h  mines when he was seventeen years old. In th i s  
memoir he discusses h i s  experiences wrking as  a strikebreaker and the 
drE! war.  

Readers of the oral history memoir  should bear i n  mind that  it is a 
transcript of the spoken w r d ,  and that  the interviewr, narrator and 
editor sought t o  preserve t:he informal, conversational s ty le  that  is 
inherent in such historical  sources. S a n g a r m  State University and the 
I l l ino i s  State Historical Library are not responsible for the factual 
accuracy of the m i r ,  nor for views expressed therein; these are for 
the reader t o  judge. 

The nunuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or i n  part by any mans, electronic or mechanical , 
without permission in  writing f rom the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, I l l ino i s ,  62708. 
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John Henry W i t h ,  June 18, 1986, Benton, I l l ino i s .  

Kevin Corley, Intervieher. 

Q: Mr. Wittka, w i l l  you please s t a t e  your f u l l  name? 

A: My f u l l  n m  i s  John Henry Wittka. 

Q: &at was the time and place of your b i r th?  

A: I ms born June 24, 1915, i n  Benton, I l l ino i s .  

Q: What do you how about your family surname, Wittka? Where did that 
originate? 

A:  Germany. In Germany. 

Q: Do you know what it mans or h e r e  it cane from? 

A: There i s  a l o t  of background t o  it. But: I got no docmnted proof 
about it. My dad's name was John, his dad's name tas John and h i s  
great-grandfather's nane was John. 

Q: Oh, I see. So there was a naming tradi t ion,  then. 

A: Y e s .  And I was the l a s t  John. 

Q: Are there any o t l ~ r  naning traditions in your family? 

A: My brother Paul is a l l ;  not tha t  I how of .  

Q: Okay. So did your parents inmigrate here from Germany? 

A: Yes, they did.  

Q: What year was that? 

A: Ch, my God, I couldn't: t e l l  you. I wouldn't know. My dad is gone 
now. 

Q: Did they speak English when they came here? 

A: No, no Fnglish. 

Q: Did you learn German? Did you learn languages? 
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A: k l l ,  when I was a kid my real norher passed away men I was ten 
years old. My s t e p t h e r  caw here f r a n  Europe and then I learned to  
talk in German again. After that vie broke her of that. Never spoke 
German again. I wnt  back with my dad about 25 years ago and I pickad it 
up again. I done a l l  right and I never did go back. It was an interesting 
t r ip  though. 

Q: It was an interesting trip? 

A: Oh, yes. Very interesting. 

Q:  T e l l  IIE about it. 

A: We wnt to the mine over there and saw something 1 had never seen 
over here. 

Q: What i s  that? 

A :  They had a wash house and they had a cafeteria there but you stand up 
and eat there. Wash down after every day, you change yaur clothes dom 
stairs ,  go up s ta irs  and plt your dirty clothes on. They had free coffee, 
tea, chocolate, whatever yau wanted, on your way going t o  the shaft. 
Then you wnt  down and m a t  t o  mrk and on the way back you reversed the 
procedure. When yau caw out there was something I never seen over here. 
Tney had tlwo turmels, your neck goes through them tw tunnels and there 
=re ozone li&ts that killed the bacteria on yaur body. I have never 
seen that aver here. That was the m s t  amazing thing I have ever seen. 
Their hoist was an automatic hoist. The skip hoist then the main shaft 
hoist. Run the skip hoist by i t se l f .  Nobody in there. 

Q: No hoist engineer? 

A: Nobody. Where the men and the supplies wnt  down they had t m  big 
steam engines and that ms amazing. 

Q: So did it wrk  like an elevator? 

A: Yes. A television camera there showd you h e r e  the cage was a l l  the 
tirne. 

Q: And what year ms  it you w r e  there? 

A: 1965, I believe. 

Q: That i s  interesting. 

A: That was amazing. Here the bosses do a lot  of verbal agreemnts w i t h  
each shift, you how. Cver there they had big round holes cut in  glass, 
boss w n t  by and had things in order, no talking. 

Q: They didn't allow talking? 

A: No brown nosing, and the boss nwer associated with the men on the 
streets, everybody t o  his om positions. 
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Q: That is sanething. Why muldn' t  they l e t  them associate with rhe 
bosses do you think? 

A: The men don't: associate with the bosses out in public wen. You 
don't go brown nosing around. It: was quite interesting. 

Q: Do they have a union there? 

A : That I couldn' t tell you. They might have had but at the time I was 
there their  wages in tlhe rmrk was cayarable  t o  what I was getting. Just 
about the same. 

Q: About the same. What made you decide t o  go t o  the mine there? Did 
you have relat ives? 

A: Yes. I 've  got about s ixty cousins over there. 

Q: And they m r k  in the mines? 

A:  Yes, several of them did. I had a cousin and his tw boys, and I had 
an uncle over there but he was ret i red already. It was a beautiful t r i p .  

Q: Do you keep in contact with them st i l l?  

A: They're all gone. I have one cousin over here but she just wanted t o  
stay. Sne is married over here now. 

Q: Your father was a coal miner i n  Germany? 

A: Yes ,  he was a coal miner i n  Germany and he came aver here and was a 
coal miner aver here unti l  he ret i red when he was sixty-five years old. 

Q: What do you think made him cune aver here? 

A: Well, opportunity I guess. He d idn ' t  h o w  anybody over here. He 
landed in New York, he couldn't talk very good. A l l  he knew was Decatur, 
bur he called it De-ka-tuer. W e l l ,  they sent: him t o  Pennsylvania. It: 
was the wrong place. Ru t  he final 1 y wund up back in Decatur . 
Q: Decatur, I l l ino i s  then. 

A: He wrked a mine there and then he got: a job i n  Pamee, no Benton, 
I l l ino i s .  He wrked i n  Eknton, then he c m  down here and e n t  t o  mrk 
in  Pamee, I l l ino i s .  Ran Pawnee w w e d  t o  Langley, he bu i l t  a house 
there. Then he w a l k d  firm Tmey t o  Langley t o  mrk every day. h a m  
Langley w moved t o  Taylorville and w drwe t o  Number Nine then. He got 
a job i n  Number N i n e  and he mrked i n  Number Nine and that's were he 
re t i red ,  i n  Number N i n e .  I worked twnty years in Ntnnber Nine and tmnty  
years and three mnths i n  Number Ten. 

Q: How many brothers and s i s t e r s  do you have? 

A: One brother and t w  s i s t e r s .  
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Did your brother work in  the mine also? 

Ik mrked on top, never down below. kk and my dad mrked underground. 

So how old tiere you when you started mrking i n  the mine? 

Seventeen. 

Severiceen years old. How did you get the job? 

Well, that was during the s t r ike .  

So what: year? 

About 1933. 

Were you a lJMW wrker ? 

Yes. 

You tent  r ight  into the mine. Your father nwer  joined the Progressives 
ei ther  ? 

A: No, no. Ue Ere strikebreakers that's while it: was good and hot.  We 
was s t r ikebreakrs  in  the l i t t l e  town of -ley over here. O f  course 
the mine i s  tore d m  now. Wlt VE was strikebreakers during the war, 
during the trouble. 

Q: How did the cormnunity feel about: you being a seikebreaker? 

A: Ha,  you should never l ive  through that. That was horrible. 

Q: What was it l ike? 

A:  Well, your best friends turn against you. Called you names, cuss 
you. They beat up my dad and my uncle. 

Q: Your uncle did? 

A: No, my friends beat my uncle and my dad. My dad's face was l i k e  tha t  
[puts hand against face].  Oh, I t e l l  you I w i l l  never forget: that .  Then 
when they a l l  seen we ms making mney and nobody had a job, Progressive 
wasn't working, they a l l  stlarted dr i f t ing  one at: a time to  the mine. 

Q: Back t o  the W. 

A: Y e s .  I 've hated them w c r  since, everyone of them. 

Q: Yes. You are  frm the G e m  background, =re other Germans also 
staying with the UMW a t  that: time? Or did some Germans go Progressive? 

A: No, there was only three Germans in this t o m  of Langley, w lived 
close together. k e  here, here and here. One guy lived just eas t  of us, 
was a bachelor. He was a big guy nawd Ed Hemha. He is gone. My 
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uncle, his wife and their boy lived right across the street and that is 
all  there was. k a l l  wnt  t o  mrk. It was hot. 

Q: Haw many of you in Chat l i t t l e  German g o u p  =re wrking in  the 
mines ? 

A : U s  three families . 

Q: Three families. You, your father and brother, your uncle, did he 
have a son that was mrking too? 

A: Yes. 

Q: k e ?  And you said FA Hencha? 

A: % bachelor. 

Q: Tne bachelor m s  wrking also. Okay, was the bachelor living in  a 
house by himself? 

A:  Yes. There was a lo t  betwen us. 

Q: Mas there anyone else i n  bngleyville that was mrking i n  the mine? 

A: Not at that: t ime. 

Q: Just your l i t t l e  German group? 

A: Y e s ,  and KE had the whole rest  of Langleyville after us. 

Q: Was mst of the rest of Iangleyville Italian? 

A: Italian, French, Slavish, Lithanian. 

Q: What was the largest percentage of than? 

A: Italian. 

Q: m a t  percent do you think? 

A: I wuld say 45 to  SO percent. 

Q: Okay, why do you think those ochers of chat group didn't go? 

A: Well, nobody m t e d  to  be f i r s t .  Sombody had t o  break i t ,  F J ~  did 
it. My dad seen a chance for me to go to  wrk.  That is  why I got a job 
a t  seventeen. 

Q: I heard a story that a man in Langleyville was throwing rocks aT: the 
l i t t l e  kids,  their parents were s t i l l  wrking i n  the mines a t  that t b .  

A: Rat: is possible. That: i s  possible. 
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Q: So did your family get  harassed? 

A: Oh, my God there was no e d  t o  it. 

Q: You said your father got beat up, did the younger children get harassed 
also by the people in the conrmmity? 

A: Yes, they harassed us too. had to lay out in the front yard, one 
i n  the fronr and one in the back with a shot ,gun a t  night. 

Q: Oh, real ly.  

A: They wuld tluaw rocks a t  aur house. Throw rocks a t  anything they 
could see. It was plain he l l .  But now half of them is  gone. They a l l  
f ina l ly  vent back t o  tjork too. So they didn' t  accomplish a damm thing. 

Q: Okay, why did they f ina l ly  go back to mrk?  

A: Well, they could see w t a s  making money and they was making nothing. 
Tne Progressives merit msn't: wrking too good. 

Q : Just  a matter of mrvival . 
A: That was what it was. 

Q: That i s  interesting. m y  don't w stop here just a minute. (pause) 

Q: You were talking about the mine trouble i n  the 1930s. Were you able 
to  get mt into &e re s t  of the commtnity? Did you get  t o  go t o  Taylonrille 
very often and chat type of thing? 

A:  h l y  in  a ca r ,  and that i s  a1 1. You didn' t dare walk, no way. 

Q: Who did you s o c i a l i ~  with? 

A: Right: then, my causin and us , that  is  a1 1. 

Q: That i s  it. 

A: And &en rn caw  to  Taylorville that  was a l l  r ight  because i n  Taylorville 
there ms lo t s  of people wrking i n  the r h e ,  too. So I mt to wrk in 
the militia truck, t o  and £ran mrk. 

Q: Did the militia care and pick you up? 

A: Absolutely. It wasn't even safe t o  walk t o  wrk. We rode i n  the 
mi l i t ia  truck until same of those str ikes wnt  back to  mrk frm Langley. 

Q: How did the mi l i t i a  treat you? 

A: A l l  i t  They was under orders. They had t o  protect us. 

Q:  I see. So when you came t o  Taylorville you vere able to  socialize 
with people? 
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A: Ch, yes. 

Q: Strikebreakers, h e r e  =re rmst: of them from i f  they w r e  f r m  outside 
of this area? 

A:  Sourhern I l l i no i s ,  Kentucky. 

Q: Did you get to  know s m  of them? 

A: Yes. 

Q: What E r e  they l i k e ?  

A :  L i k e  VE are. They E r e  lnnmns lile LC are. They were out for  m r k ,  
they got a job, and tha t  was it. They w n t  t o  wrk .  And everybody w n t  
for survival, they w n t  h e r e  the mney was at .  Y a u  got the same thing 
today. 

Q: Those strikebreakers from the south, were a l o t  of than of German  
nationality or  I tal ian? 

A:  I ta l ians ,  Americans, Kentuckians, they =re a m i ~ d  breed of people. 
See, all the foreigners £ran a l l  the European countries come over here. 
Fbst of them were miners. A l o t  of them =re good wrkers  , everyone of 
them was a g o d  mrker . That ' s why they a l l  congregated together. 
Everybody went to  work and that  was it-. 

Q: Were a l o t  of them f i r s t  generation imnigrants? 

A: No, I doubt it. I dmbt i t s  very much. 

Q: So a lo t  of them had been in the United States for a long t h ?  

A:  Sorne of than had. 

Q: A r i g .  There =re s tor ies  that sore of than w r e  shot, can you 
tell IE any of those things? lhat happened? 

A.  k11, tshey had a shooting right here a t  Number Seven, i n  Jeiseyville,  
just six miles f i c m  Langleyville. A w m m  ms standing on the front 
porch, and there was an exchange of Eire. The mine was off the highway 
there, and they was exhanging f i r e .  In the ezhange of fire she got 
shot, killed her . 
Q: By accident? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Yes. That was Ema Qnnerlatto. 

A: Y e s ,  you better believe it. 

Q: Yes. 



A: And then they had some shootings i n  town on the square. One guy was 
killed on the square, I man off the square there at  the B r a s s  R a i l .  

Q: Brass R a i l ,  is tha t  a bar? 

A: Yes, it: used to  be. It was hot up tom here. It was pretty hot, 
they had a f e w  bcmbings, a guy s to le  s a ~  bcmbs. Wo threw them I don't 
know but there was bombings. They never did  find out, But it was very 
hectic . 
Q: Well, those people that  =re being shot there, whoever mrdered them 
was  getting away with it because no one was convicted. 

A: Absolutely. The United Mine Workers, they had the power. They had 
the mi l i t i a  on their  side. The Peabody Coal Company had the militia on 
their side, and tha t  is how they operated. 

Q: IIm wre the sheriff and the mayor? 

A: The sane. 

Q: The same. So they =re supporting Peabody? 

A: Oh, yes. They had the mney and the Progressives never had the  
money. Peabody had t11.e money so the money had the powr . 
Q: Yes, I see. k t m  throw S ~ E  n m s  at  you. Harry Hershey? 

A: Harry Hershey, attorney. 

Q:  Y e s ,  know anything about him, what type of person he was? 

A: Well, I can't: te l l  you. I never knew him personally, just what I 
heard. I know that  he done them a l o t  of good, I guess. 

Q: He has done who a l o t  of good? 

A The coal cmpany . 

Q: Okay, so he ms for  Peabody. 

A: Oh, yes. Most of them =re because like I said, Peabdy had the 
m e y .  Progressives =re just a newly organized union, they never got 
off first base. Went down t o  southern Illinois, they w n t  d m  there i n  
a big parade, d they =re waiting for them. 

Q: Mzlkeytown march? The caravan of 

A: They was waiting for them. 

Q: Yes. Were you involved a t  all i n  

A: No, no. I stayed away from there 

cars? 

that? 



Q: Did you h o w  tlhat they =re going? 

A: I had heard of it. I said,  "1'm not getting out of tom.  I am not 
leaving here. I' 

Q : Did anyone from the UNW mines, the guys who were s t i l l  in the W, 
did they go dom there t o  help stop the caravan? 

A: They didn' t  how of them. Well, those =re the Progressives over 
there see, and these e r e  United Mine Mrkers going that away, going t o  
Renton or Springfield or wherever they wre going that: day. Ru t  they 
never made it a l l  the way. They corn back in a hurry. 

Got turned around. 

With force. 

Yes. 

Bullets . 
\ h a t  was the at t i tude of those miners that: came back? 

Well, samebody squealed on us. 

Yes. 

They shot the ass off us. 

Did they think they were going to  get  down there i n  secret? 

Well, they w r e n ' t  rea l ly  getting there i n  secret.  Samebody h e w  it 
because sanebody told on them. It was something. 

Q: Tell rrre about k o  Reese. 

A: Leo Reese was with Peabody. 

Q: bhat about W. C.  Argust? 

A: lk was a divisional superintendent here. 

Q: Wnat m s  he like? 

A: Well, he was a good superintendent. k liked to  drink. Of course, 
then I didn't: h o w  the r m  just when I seen him. And then there w r e  
Wells and Starks and John Hardy. 

Q: bho e r e  they? 

A: Superintendents, Nmber Nine. 

Q: Did they follow k g u s t ?  
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A: Yes. Old B i l l  Starks was a decent guy. Wells was a good guy. They 
e r e  a l l  g o d  E n .  

Q: J h w  about: some of the people in  Che Lagley area? Tony Susan? 

A: Tony Susan lived in  Kincaid, didn't: he? 

Q : Kincaid , okay, might be. 

A : Yes  , it was in Kincaid , no Susans i n  Langley . Because I h o w d  
everybody i n  -ley . 
Q: Did you know Tony Susan or John Candalphy? 

A: No, I heard of them but I did not know them personally. 

Q: h b t  about when W. C .  A r g u s t  was accused of some different things in  
the 1930s. For one he had h e n c h n  that =re wrking for him? Supposedly 
sum people got: shot or ki l led,  some guy los t  a leg I believe. Do you 
how anything about those things? 

A: No, but they had a bunch of than. A l l  those divisional superintendents 
had their  hemhnm. 

A: Mean, boy. Tney was mean. When it c a w  t o  trouble they was mean, 
otherwise they w r e  like anybody else.  

Q: So their  main ro le  was they =re just trying to plt down the Progressives. 
To keep them d e r  control. 

A: That's t h e  h o l e  thing, to break it dawn and t-o protect the United 
Mine Worker's Union. We had th i s  happen r ight  along with mechanization. 
When they brought a machine i n  there, F Y ~  called it a 5 BU loading w h i n e .  
It was a l l  hand loading before tha t .  So they had t o  have a s t r ike  to  get 
rid of so many men. So they cume along with the Progressive Erouble and 
sow other s t r ike  to  eliminate s m  m r e  men. 

Q: Now let c la r i fy  that. They muld bring in  a new machine and then 
they m l d  have a s t r ike .  

A: You muld have sane agitators fhere you know. 

Q: Flhy m l d  they have a s t r ike?  

A: To get rid of sane men. 

Q: A l l  r ight ,  who wanted t o  getl r i d  of the men? 

A: Tne canpany. 

Q: So how did the canpany bring about a str ike? I man they =re the 
managant . . . 
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A: You had agitators.  

Q: So the company wanted the s t r ike .  

A: Absolutely, t o  get rid of some men. 

Q: Then they wuld get r i d  of them, and then the machines muld replace 
them. 

A: Tkat: is  r ight .  k e  loading machine could replace 20 t o  30 men. 

Q: Where did you get that: informtion? Was that just: c m n  howledge 
among the miners? 

A: That's what it is. You got it today automation. You  call a s t r ike ,  
you got to  get r i d  of s m  E n ,  sane thing. 

Q: So why did the miners go on strike i f  they h e w  that the managanent 
was trying t o  do that? 

A: Agitators. 

Q: The agitators just  got them mad enough to  do it anyway. 

A: Get them a l l  wrkd up. There you are, you got i t l .  You got the same 
thing today yet,  same thing. 

Q: That is  pretty sneaky. 

A: It is. But people bet ter  wake up and look a t  th i s ,  and see what 
happened. The wages are  on the way dom. 

Q: The wages are on the way d m  r ight  now in the coal mines? 

A: No, but the whole society has got to  learn t o  l ive  l i k e  Japan i s  
doing, they ' re not making the money w are making. It has got to  go back 
dom, we got to start making things a l i t t le  more precision d e  and take 
pride i n  aur w r k .  Wnich w are not doing. Anything you get: from Japan 
is made real  g o d .  The stuff  LE get over here is  just t h o r n  together. 

Q: Wny do you think ours i s  that m y ,  our society? 

A: People don't care no mre .  People have grown up i n  the g o d  tirne and 
think there is  no end tlo it. They are wrong. They are  going to  get: a 
good j o l t  yet. 

Q: Do you think the unions helped t o  bring abaut that type of society? 
Or do they help t o  make it better? 

A: Well, the unions got pretty strong, you know. men I quit the  coal 
mime I was getting $54.75 a day. I wrW for three dollars a day when I 
star ted,  h t  now &y are getting w e r  a hundred dollars a day. And 
rea l ly  I don't think anybody is wxth  that kind of money, myself. kt 
the union had a l o t  t o  do with it, they wanted m r e  concessions, I mean 
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mre wages. Now they don' t  want to  give in t o  them. But they are going 
t o  have to ,  because i f  they don't give i n  t o  them, they are going t o  
import coal f rom scmedere else. And a non-union mine can out sell thm. 
S t i l l  they have got non-union miners getting g o d  wages. They don't pay 
no union dues, and i f  you don't wrk, out. When I mrkecl in the mines VE 

had the union but when they f i r e  you, you wmt: anyhow, yau w n t  . . . 
Q: What was the difference betwen the Union i n  1930 and the Union now? 

A: In 1930 the cmpany had enough powr yet i f  you didn' t  wrk they l e t  
yuu go. O r  i f  you were laid off fran w r k ,  they gave you f ive days to  go 
h a  and recuperate whatever was wrong with you because I had that  happen 
to  me. k t  the company ham' t got the power it used t o  have, the Unions 
have got too much pomr now. 

Q: k t  makes the Union so strong? 

A: Well, i t ' s  like your rights and a l l  t h i s  stuff you how, and they 
have got so m h  power rluw because they have got so m y  people in the 
unions now. But i t ' s  wakening. It: i s  makening. 

Q :  So there i s  a l o t  more non-union wrkers  now? 

A: Well, they have got tw mines i n  I l l ino i s  which are non-union. They 
are  Elkhart and Galacia. 'key are  sel l ing coal cheaper than these guys 
are. Wlt  the unions, I don't h o w  what makes them stronger, they have 
grown aver the years. 'key got m r e  powr. You can ' t  do th i s  t o  the 
guy. You c m ' t  f i r e  him, you can' t  lay him off .  You got t o  give him a 
job back. So they protect the loafer and I don't: l ike that .  

Q: Yes. They protect the people tha t  a ren ' t  doing the i r  jobs. 

A: Absolutely. Absolutely. That i s  the bad thing about it. They let: 
the company have too much say so in the union, but they w l d n ' t  break 
corditions down, you h o w .  kt: they had the Federal Governtnent, they got 
the State G o v e r m t  , which muldn' t  see af te r  that anyhow. So I don't 
see why you have t o  have nm different authorities,  one would be enough. 

Q: Did the Ullion meet the needs of the wrkers i n  the 1930s? Tne W? 

A: W l l ,  the 1930s, a l l  the needs you got ms paid. You had to  buy your 
om bag, your om lamp. Now the company £urnishes the lamp, a l l  the 
safety equipmnt. In them days you had to  buy everything. Union dues 
=re f i f t y  cents,  compared to what they are today. 

Q: Did you have a checkoff system for your union dues? 

A: Oh, yes. TWJ weks pay, $46.00. 

Q: Tim e e k s  pay, $46.00. 

A: $6.00 a day. 
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Q: Yes .  

A: Oh, boy! This i s  history. 

Q: You have got a l l  your mrk records all the back t o  1933 when you 
started? 

A: No, I just kept: than  frm 1938. 

Q: Oh, from 1938 on, that  i s  all .  And why did you do that? 

A: rgT dad told me, he said,  "Keep them. When social security caws i n  
you might need than for a record." I just got i n  a habit of it. 

Q: Did you need them for a record rhen? 

A: No. That ws h i s  idea. 

Q: What about for pension. Did they need a record, any mrk record a t  
all? 

A : Tne cmpany had the records . They had my record i n  S t .  h i s  . I got 
the record f rom them. 

Q: Well, what: else  can you t e l l  me about: the Union days? The old mine 
war days? 

A :  Well, I w i l l  t e l l  you, it ws hard wxk,  very hard wrk .  You wrked 
with the old t iners ,  than was the best: teachers, not out: of a book. I 
never had a roof fa l l  on me. Never was injured bad in  a l l  the years I 
wrked in  the mine. My dad was a timberman. H e ' s  the guy tha t  takes 
care of the top. He told me, " I 'm going t o  show you one time only. You 
got a pick?" He says, " C a w  with me ." knt: into one of rhem rooms 
where it: was quiet,  he says, '!How muld you sound that: top?" I says, "I 
don't even how."  He said, "Okay." He took his pick, put his hand up on 
the roof, and just  tapped it- l ight ly .  He said,  "F'ut your hand up there, 
now rake the pick and hit: it l ightly up there. Did you feel any vibra~ions?" 
I said,  'No." Ke says, "Good." A l i t t l e  b i t  farther he tapped it again, 
he said, " Care here, t ry  th i s .  " I said, " Yes, kid of hollow l ike ." 
He said, " A l l  r ight ,  put: up the timber now." He said, "Don't l e t  nobody 
make you wrk under that kind of a top. Nobody. You t e l l  than i f  they 
want t o  go under it l e t  them go. You go the other way." 

Q: So that is  how you sounded a roof? Did you t e l l  some people sane 
time, "I am not going under t b t  . " 
A : No, it was clear  already. I says, "I ain' t going in there." I have 
seen a couple of guys that e n t  along, they used t o  have a pocket like 
rock. If you h i t  it too hard hard, you trigger it, down she comes. I 
seen t:m guys done that, both of them wre underneath it. 

Q: Did they get killed or . . . 




















