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Preface 

T h i s m a m s c x i p t i s t h e ~ o f a t a p e ~ r d e d i n t e m i e w c o n l t u c t e d  
by Jdm Kncepf l e  on July 5, 1955. Margaret Reeder transcribed the 
t a p  and Dr. Khoepfle edited and reviewed the tmmxript. This ard 
other i n t e W i c ? l w s  in a series m steamboats inlard rivers were 
prdw%d under the auspices of the Public Library of Cincinnati and 
Hamilton Ccrurrty, Ohio ard S a r q m m  State University, Sprinsfield, 
Illhis. 

Captajn D. W. W i s h a d  started on the river as a ard clerk on 
tha s- C i t y  of Qujncy in 1891. He h q h t  the S. R. Van Matre  in 
&xi1 1894 and had the  burl^ to  Ksokok, I m  tmde until March 
1k99 when fire destroyed the can Wke. 1 n . W ~  m i r  Captain 
~ishexd discusses his river w- and other excursion kats. He 
retired f m  active service in 1946 but continued to make special 
trips until  1948. 

Jahn m f l e  was born in Cincinnati in 1923. He obtained his Ph. D. 
in literature f rm Saint Louis University in 1967. Dr. m f l e  is 
presently a professor of English a t  Sangam311 State University. He was 
named Illinois Author of the Year in Octaber, 1986. John and his wife 
Peg have me daughter and three sans. 

Wing 1953-1955 while working as m r  of an educatianal 
telwisicm station, WCFIVPV, c inch t i ,  Dr. Kmepfle propee3 a 
project on steamboats and inland rivers. These river ~~ are a 
d t  of the resean% collected lhurhg 1954-1960. 

Readers oftheoralhiatoryrnemoirshculdbear hmirdthat it is a 
tran&cript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor sought to preserve the informdl, conversational sqle that is 
hhrmt in such historial scgxrces. S a q a m  State u 'n imi ty  and 
the FUblic Library of Cincinnati ard Hamiltan w, Ohio are not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the mir, nor for views 
expressed W i n ;  these are for the reader to  judge. 

TZls l~rmscr ip t  m y  be read, quoted ard  cited freely. It m y  not be 
mpnxlued in whole or in part by any nwms, electronic or nr?chanial, 
w i t h o u t  permission in writing fmm either the O r a l  History O f f i o e ,  
Sangarm S t a t e  University, Sprhgfield, Illinois, 62794-9243 or the 
Cumtor of Rare Bodks ard Special Cd lec t im of the Public: Library of 
C h C h t i  Hamiltan CcruntY, Ohio, 45202-2071. 
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Captain D. W. Wisherd, July 5, 1955, 

A: ceased operating the ~osephine and w m t  up to Chicago to aperate a 
hotel called Joephhe. I got a positim as a and clerk an the 
stemercityof ~ w h i c h ~ b u i l t b y t h e ~ e e ~  at 
canton, M i m i .  She operated daily sewice between IWkuk, Iuwa and 
Quinq, Illinois. I was on her in 1891 and 1892. Then she c=Based 
-tirrg due to the railmad ccaapetition. She was sold t o  Captain 
W a l t e r  Blak a t  D a v m p r t ,  I-. Captain Blair said he rn going to 
take the City of Quhcydawntooperateintheswrthernriver. So1 
proceededko hxy the S. R. VanMetre. Rr@m&her at Madison, 
Idmm in A p r i l  1894, the EZadism Manterey Packet Cclmpany. 

Q: Captain, cw;lLd you describe the Van Metre for us? 

A: The Van Metre was a hundred and Wmty feet long, .twenty feet wide 
and faur feet deep. She had packet valve cutoff machinery and one 
boiler d c h  alluwed a hunderd and f i f ty  pr&s  of steam. I started 
her in the Keokuk to Quhq and captain W a l t e r  Blair changed his 
mind w i t h  the C i t y  of Quincy and IXCLW back and we were in c a p t i t i o n .  
~ a p e r a t i n g a t c u t r a t e s f o r ~ y ~ w e g o t t a g e t h e r a n d ~  
s ~ ~ ~ ~ a s t o w h i & ~ d s t a y i n ~ K s a l n i k ~ ~ t r a d e o r g o u p  
in the trade that he was cslre of htween Eurlhgtcm and Ie03ruk. 
1 g O t . t h e s h c f f t s t r r i l w .  H e S t a y e d i n t h e K e a k u k a n d Q u f n c y ~ a n d I  
writ in the W z r l b g b n  to Keohk. The railroads decided, C B & Q 
Railroad at that t h  they didn't wmt wny boats to ape~zlte and they 
cut UE rates to ten cmts a hurdred for all freight including 
hcrusehold goods which is three tirrres f i r s t  class rates, about 
sixty-four cents. I rret it by takhq freight free of charge, made my 
incame f m  the business. Finally won out, the mimxds 
wi- their raw 2md we conthud in the trade at  a profit. We 
operated the Van Metre until Mar& 1, 1899. Had her already to apan 
the season and sare fire that had been built  out on the island, the 
w i n d c a m u p a n d b l e w f h ~ t h e b o a t a n d a h e b u n a e d ,  canpletaly 
destroyed. 

A: No, this was abut ane thirty in rn mmhg. ThEm wasn't 
anybodyaboardexceptthewatdrman. I W e n t d m t o t h e b o a t ~ t B h e  
was too f a r d e s t r o y ~ t o m y  being of arrybe3lefi.t: toher. after losing 
her, I located in Hannibal, Missouri aperating my father's business, 
Also, agent for the ~ i a m n d  Jo Line, and I decided to retire E m  
steamboat*. Captain John S t m c k f w  of the Acme Packet Ccarrpany in 
IBvmprt, Iawa in 1901wanted ms to put his steamr, the J. S., in 
the excursion business. He had been aperating in the Davesq?ort and 
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a m  trade, packet tmde I &lolild say, w i t h  the J. S. and the 
W i n m a .  The railroads started to m t e  m both s s o f  the river 
so that it detracbd frm this Wsiness being profitable. I w m t  with 
him and started crperatirvg the J. S, in the excursion business on th@ 
upper Mississippi River at po-betwaen St. Lmis and St. Paul. 
Operated her in 1901-02. In W fall of 1902 tmk her to New Orleans 
to opaztte excursions daily on night trips dut of there. to 
operate her in the u p p e r m i s s i p p i  in the m seasm andNav 
Orl~atl~~ in the w-until she was destrcryed lyy fire in 19-. We 
h a d r w , o t h e r s t e a m e r t o ~ h e r p l a c e s o ~ d e c i d e d t o b u y M e  
D i m  Jo Line Wch was in the tourist and pa- service be- 
St. Louis ard st. Paul. In pumhasing the boats we secured the 

We m e r t e d  the steamr Sidney hwm a packet boat into an excursion 
hat .  Operated her in the Mississimi River in place of the 
f o m  J. S. Later they mmrbd--this is the stmckhs Stemem 
naw--&??'= the Quhq and namd Erer the J. S. for Captain John 
Stmckfw. The D+uque was comTerted fran a packet into an exmmim 
b o a t E U y d o p e r a t e d m t h e ~ i o n t r a d e o n t h e u p p e r ~ 1 ~  
Mississippi. 

This is the W. W. --kn 1905 Captain Stm&fw abandcaaed the Wenpart 
a n d c l S n t r m ~ a n d t o o k t h e ~ i n o n a d a w n t o ~ ,  -, 
~edherirrtoanexr=ur&imboatandnan&hertheW. W. When1 
w a s ~ t i r u g ~ ~ b o o k h e r ~ a c t v e i s e h e r f o r - ~ m ~  
upper Mississippi I askedhimwhat hewas going to nam her and he 
said it wasn't any of my business, I would find that out soon enough. 
I ~ & ' t k n a w ~ t t o a d v e r t i s e u n t i l o n e ~ y I w a s c c r m E n g d a w n ~ ~ e r  
the lame d I saw a big W. W. on the pilot h-. I hxw what it 
was. Shewas nic)aamed by the puple a l c q  the river as 'Watch and 
Wait", Ylhe Weary Willie1' and slmilar names. She operated until I 
resigned my p i t i a n  as traffic mumgar with the S- S t m m z m  in 
the fall of 1911 having wim for elwen y m .  

A: Y e s ,  wmd posh in the ballxm. The J. S. had that, too. 
Operated her in the upper Mkissippi R i v ~ ~ a n d ~ l l h i s  River until 
1921. Tim Ward brought her - to the Ohio River in 22 and aperzlted 
her fm phts along the Ohio be- C a h  and P i t W w g h .  I 
p x d m s d  the packet stemex Keystone State, at Peoria and m e r t e d  
her fram a packet to an excumion steamer, -tad her for thirteen 
days on the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers and reMmed her the 
steamr Majestic. Operated the might excursions cnrt of Alton for 
the *loyes of the telephone ampmy. She was on her way ta St. 



Captain D. W. WisheYd 3 

~ ~ c a m e w e r a n d ~ t e C m t h e o h i 0 R i ~ e r b e ~ C a i r o a n d  
Pittsburgh. She sank in feet of water on what wis be- 
c a m t m & d  as an intake t c m r  for the city. W s  - had no light 
an it an3 was rimt in w h a t  had been the channel for fifty- 
years. The stemx sankbut the lifeboats floatedonthe roof. The 
i rkab  tmz was being constructed at  what is kmwn as the Chain of 
mcks abave St. muis. 

Q: W a s  a q b d y  hurt? 

A: -was na lives lost. lq brother Mgar Wi- andmy w@=w 
~ o l ~ ~ ~ l o y e d o n t h e s ~ a n d ~ h a n ~ g o t t h e ~ ~ ~ ~ a t m y h ~  
over i n  auincy, Illinois, I endeavord to  get  a train or scarre service 
to get dawn there to see if theywere safe. I finally arrived a b u t  
SWM p.m. and fcrurrd that they were safe on the boat. Emlewored to 
raise the stearmar but the hull was so badly damaged we cculdnlt do it 
mccssfully. -hued to  try it at different t i m z s  until the fa l l  
of that year. Finally abandoned it. (pause) 

Q: A pretty big boat? 

A: Yes and we continued to oiperate her out of Kansas C i t y  at3 the 
business was very profitable but the river g o t  down so l w  that we 
could only m t e  be- the two bridges. This was hardly fair to 
t 2 ~  patrons of the boat. A t  the 1- bridge there was only three 
feet of water ad the s- drew fmr BWj, a half. I said to the 
pilot and the captain of the boat, "1 believe i f  I went durn there 
soanemmnhyardcutthatchunkof sardandnrudcrutofthaewecauld 
makethe*1pdawnthsriver." Thiswasrtryfirstq3erienceonthe 
M i m i  F t h r  and the pilot said would be less water there in 
the m o r n .  Huwwer, I went d m  and dug it out and had swen feet 
of water &en we left. Next morning went dcrwn to  make the trip,  had 
two and a half feet. So I finally decided to abandm aperating out of 
KansaEl C i . 9  & - ba& dam to Missouri, to 70 up the Mississippi 
and the Illhis. Closed the season at Peoria m the f a l l  of 1921. 
W h e n p r e p a r ~ t o g e t h e r ~ f o r . t h e 1 9 2 2 ~ , m c n r e d h e r d a w n ~  
Ha-, Illinois* (pause) 
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I had drawn plans to build a steel kwll excursim stealnwr and was 
cmsiderm equipping it w i t h  diesel electric machinery. I was in 

I Pitbburgh to call an the Westiraghcruse Electric people t o  ccarplete the 
dealforthemachinery, camehtoseeJohnW. Mxhbard, t o ldh imwha t  
I was going to do and he said, lfDanlt do it. Ill1 sell you what was 
to be the He had ccp(~31Bted the sister &hip Cincinnati 
and he had decided he didn't want to spend that ammk of money on 
another one, the r#uimille. He decided he would sell it to me and I 
bought what wrmld have been the Imisville. Her hull was be* 
constructed or finished in Midland, Pennsylvania, where boat hulls had 
been built. Her mdulnery had been h q h t  fmn the Barnes mchine 
Ccarrparry at Cincinnati d the boilers froan the k n v z  Boiler Ccrmparry at 
Gallipolis, Ohio, I was going to conshwt a boat for the Wisherd 
L i n e S ~ a r d i n t h e m a n t h ~ h a d d e c i d e d t o s e l l ~ o r a e y  
Islard t o  a new corporatim in C b i m a t i  headed by -1@1 Hynicka as 
mi-, George Schott, V i c e  PresidsrYt and Genexal Manager and other 
leadhq m E m  C h i n n a t i .  did not have any boats to  operate. 

Esla of Side One, Tape One 

A: He came cnrer t o  chinmati to  see i f  I couldn't arrange for them 
to have b a t s  to operate to the island. In met i rq  with them we sold 
them that was to have been the Louisville as I pmxhsd it; also the 
G. W. Hi11 with the understanding that I wmld care here as their 
River Traffic Manager and ccnrrplete the cmnstrwtim of what was to be 
the new Island Quean. After the hull had been campleted I had it 
towed dcrwn hem to ~incinnati, the landixlg at  the foot of Bmmdway, 
Proceeded to lay the plans for the mpmkwhm, the hull of steel, 
hook up the boilelx EuXl mchinery and crther equipmt. Originally she 
w a s t O h a v e b e e s l a ~ b P x m e r b u t ~ d e c i d e d t o & a n g e i t ~ c o a l t ~  
o i l  so as to avoid the smke Wt cams frwrn a cml aperat- boat. 
She originally was to have five boilers; I add& another, maldng it 
six so that she could be w t e d  with three of the boilers while 
clemhgthe-set.  I d i d t h i s t o a v o i d h 2 1 V h g w h a t i s ~ a s a  
'1don)u3y boiler" for c l ~ ,  t o  raise steam for cleaning boilers. I 
capleted her and had her equim for four thowand paraqem in 
1924. She operaed her serPson April 1, 1925. 

W e  brought the steater G. W. H i l l  here fr#m the Mississippi River zlnd 
changed her mum frm G. W. Hill t o  I s l d  Maid and she operated w i t h  

in the Coney Islard trade. I told Freddy D i m  who 
was &=%P= the ef engineer that I wanted t o  take her out the follawing 
l l l~rningandcpera~upanddclwntheriverwithfui ls trolrsto~al l  
sorts of tests sud~ as turnhg arcrund shortly, came ahead and so 
forth. So if there were any defects of kind we want to discmar 
them befare we start& carqhg human cargo, ' the p6&qm. 
Freddy said he wouldnlt do rt. He didn't a chance, thDse 
great big vheels was on there, he w a ~ i  a h i d  satething might happen. 
I said, lThat1s it, i f  mythhq mmld happen I want it t o  happen rwrw 
with just us akmrd. l1 He said he TnlrJuldnl t do it. I said, " A l l  right, 
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1'11 have the sewld engineer do it." So I called the secad angineer 
mmldhim-t I w a r r t e d t o d o a n d w e w e n t a u t m r n r i n g d c r w n ~  
thesetwolocksanddams.  Wehadhergdingtwelveorfourtaenrnilean 
hour, stcppedherrealquidcandtumedaround. FYeddyDickcrwwas 
sittirrg out on the h of the boat and we brought it back and landed 
her. I said, 'Well, Fleddie, the wheels are still m and we didn't 
mdc a bolt.I1 lThatls all right, I wouldn't do it.'' I said, "Thatls 
what yau said, m I'm all ready t o  carry eveqbdy I can a m y  on 
this boat." So that's the way the thing toak on. while Freddie 
Dickcrwwasthebesteng~fwerhadonasteamboat ,  h e w m l d b h  
m of werytMxq very carefully and I didn't censor h im too mch for 
not wanting to  make this. So he was on her up urrt i l  the time that she 
w a s  d&xqed at pittsbwqh. (pause) 

I w a s  traffic manager for Coney Island until l a t e  1925, 

Q: Aria you resigned as b f f  ic manager. I I r n  this because 
we didn't pick it up. 

A: Went= w i t h  the S t m c W u s  Steamers of St. Lnuis. Bought the ~3- 
Wzlshington and w t e d  her on the Ohio River for a season out t o  
Plt , operated her out of there. During the season we 
p l a z  cities all the way dawn the river t r ip  to Wcbrah. mil 
1931 when we m e d  to Pittsbwqh. I was operating out of there the 
rear po~ion of the season. In 19- bought the steamx Senator, the 
steamer Saint mul, over to wte cnrt of PitWmrgh in 1937. 
Operated the W a s h h g t m  at points along the river beheen Pi- 
and Cairo. In th@ f a l l  of 1937 we twk the Saint Paul to -, 
Imtuey, ~ @ d a n d m a d e h e r m ~ m o d e m ~ n a m r ; d h e r t h e ~ i ~  
Senator. She had the -pacity for three pas-. 
operated her a t  Pittsburgh until 1941. Had her booked for 1942 with a 
fu l l  aplayed, pilots, engineem, msicians and so forth ard  the 
govenmnent took aur pilots, eng- and other licensed officers on 
tawboats for tawing between Pit- and New Orleans. So we were 
axgelled to close the season and lay her up a t  Paducah until the war 
wasaver. InthsmeantilneCaptainStreckfustookherwertost. 
Louis. Opesledtheseasonwhenthewarwaswerbutdecidedla~~ 
abadon crperathg on the Ohio River. 

Q: Is the Senator still aver there? 

A: No, she was fSnally abandoned and destroyed by sinking her belcrw 
St. Lau;ia about 1953. 

W a s  w i t h  N e a r e ,  G k b s  and 00, as sumqw in salvage business. I had 
ammhrofbargesthatsank,  s a m e w i t h a s ~ a s a t h ~ t o n & o f  
coal. Re;mwedthecoalandraisedthebargesandhad~repairedso 
as to be in use again. It wasn't pss ible  to get new steel a t  that  
time to build barges. So it was necessary t o  repair these so that 
they could be used a t  least until the war was over. I had barges to 
w e y  and mave fram EZarietta, 0hio t o  southem rivers, on the 
Mississippi as luw as V s .  This ws rather a cold job out i n  the 
middle of the river when it is five & six &mire zero but we were 
successAzl in salvaghq practically wayone of these damam barges 
and boats. In 1944 Neare, G h  had an inquiry for m i r g  or 



insurirq sixty gcwewrment houses frran Gallipolis to Wontown. The 
houses were four rcxm-ls, twenty-four feet w i d e  2md fifty-six feet l m g  
and fi- feet high. I checbd w i t h  the people who had agreed to 
mcnrethm, f ~ tha twhat thsy~prepar ingmdo ,  awebarge6 
could not deliver the houses successfully. I -zngee to have them 
put two barges, thirty feet wide,  andmred Umn together by braces and 
&lessothemwrmldbemehull .  P l a a e d t h e ~ a c r o s s t h e  
barges arrd loaded thirty on ten m. The  f h t  trip was in Mar& 
1 9 4 4 ~ t h e ~ t w a s t h e A r t h ~ ~ H i d e r ~ c h i s a w n e d b y ~ .  
The homes were, the secmd trip was a short the later. The houses 
were delivered in perfect &tion. When theU. S. gervewrment man 
ame~dcrwnatUhiontclwnbeforetheywereunloadedsaidthare 
wasn't wen a scratch on arry of them. !Ibis was a jnb that took all 
the strength and nerve you could have and I wmldnlt axre  to be a 
Noah's ark again soon. 

I rethed frm active mice in 1946 but rnade special trip up until  
1948. 1 muld be very h a m  if I had a boat equal to the Island Queen 
that was c p m t h g  htween here and Caney Islzd if to do a more 
than ring tke Mls a few t+. So I still hop Wt am b done 
-Y 

Q: I hope so too, Captain. 

EM of Side m, Tape One 


