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Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by
Kevin Corley for a special project, "Illinois Coal: The Legacy of an
Industrial Society." The project was sponsored by the Illinois State
Historical Society and funded in part by the Illinois Humanities Council
and the National Endowment for the Humanities. Additional support came
from the Oral History Office of Sangamon State University. Elsebeth
Buckley tramscribed the tapes and Susan Jones edited the transcript.

Alvin Amuel Wise was a coal miner during the mine wars of the 1930's. In
this memoir he discusses the Progressive Union, the effect of the strike
on his family and the violence that occurred. He also discusses the
methods of mining coal before and after mechanization.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University and the
Illinois State Historical Library are not responsible for the factual
accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed therein; these are for
the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.



Alvin Amuel Wise, Tovey, Illinois, June 28, 1986.

Kevin Corley, Interviewer.

Q: Mr, Wise will you please state your full name?
A Alvin Amuel Wise.

Q: Amuel.

A: A-M-U-E-L.

Q: You said that you liked to go by the nickname Legs?
A: L-E-G-S, Legs.

Q: How did you get that nickname? How old were you?

A: I was between ten and eleven. I lived in Jerseyville, Illinois. We
had to go to the store over in Kincaid, the cooperative store in Kincaid.
There was a path across the plowed field that we always cut through there
to go to the store and back. My mother told me she wanted me to go to
the store and there was a big storm coming up. I was always scared of
storms then, and I went to the store and back. An uncle of mine, Tom
Clark, he said, "Hey, your mother wants you to go to the store." I said,
"Well, I have already been there and back." That's when he started
calling me Legs.

Q: Because you got there so fast?

A: T got there and back, I was so scared that big storm coming up.

Q: So the name just stuck?

A: It just stuck all my life., Two or three people ever call me Alvin.
Q: It seems like a lot of miners had nicknames back then.

A: 1In this part of the country, here along the Midland, most people have
something they might do that will draw attention to nlckname and that is

how they give them nicknames.

Q: I see. That is kind of neat. What was the time and place of your
birth?

A: I was born October 6, 1913, in Taylor Springs, Illinois.
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Q: Taylor Springs, that's down by Hillsboro?

A: Yes.

Q: What country were your parents from? What was your origin of descent?
A: My grandmother on my mother's side, her name was Ruckelshouse, so she
was of a German descent. My dad always claimed to be an Irishman though
he was born in this country, so I was Irish and Dutch.

Q: I see.

A: My uncle used to say the Irish and the Dutch, they don't amount to
much.

Q: (laughs) He was Irish then too?

A: On my father's side, yes, yes. This was on my mother's side though
that give me the nickname,

Q: So your father was born in this country, what did he do for a living?

A: My dad coal mined most of his life and he helped sink this Number
Eight coal mine here.

Q: What year would that have been?

A: It was 1912, They probably started it about 1911, and then we came
back here, I was a year old when we came here so that would have been
1914, My dad was working in the coal mine then.

Q: How did he get his job in the coal mine?

A: The only way I know it he went and asked for it.

Q: Did he have other relatives that were in the mine?

A: Yes, he had a brother, Denver Wise, was 1n the coal mine. He was
what they call boss along here for quite a long time here at Number
Eight, Then they started a little mine up around GClinton, up around
there, and he was a superintendent up there for awhile. My dad went up
there and worked as a laborer. My dad never had no education and he
couldn't read or write. He had to be a laborer, that is not no disgrace
to be a laborer. (laughter)

Q: No. BSo what type of work did he do in the mine?

A: My father?

Q: Yes.

A: My father practically done everything there was to do in a coal mine,
the same as me. He was a cut machineman, that's when it was really hard
being a cut machineman. I think they called it a long wall and it was
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just manual labor to do. You had to lift your cutter on and off of a
little vehicle like, chain it across wherever they cut they had to chain
it across. Put up pipes, had to hold the chains and that, so they could
move across.

Q: I see, was he ever injured on the job?

A: Only one time I ever remember he got a little finger cut off, this
one right here.

Q: The second one from the small one?

A: Second one, yes, he got that first knuckle cut off. He was working
on a belt that is at Number Ten coal mine and there was a four by four
inch piece of coal sitting on the edge of the belt panel. He reached to
knock it off and when he did the coal went up like this and the belt
caught his finger. It cut it off between the four inch piece of coal and
the belt.

Q: So he lost about the top inch of his finger?
A: Yes. Something he shouldn't been doing.
Q: Oh.

A: My dad was a good coal miner, but you've got to be observant at all
times in the coal mine. You got to look three ways at one time and if
you don't you stand a chance of getting hurt. But it is the only time I
ever knew of him getting hurt in a coal mine and he worked practically
fifty years in the coal mine,

Q: Is that how most of the accidents occured? Was it usually a miner
having a mental lapse?

A: Not necessarily, no, it's just you do things unconsciously in some
smaller accidents. You'll get a finger smashed if you ain't very careful.
See I had this finger smashed ome time, that is just about the extent of
my injuries at four- five years outside. See this blue mark around
across there?

Q: Yes.

A: That is coal dust in there.

Q: Across your forearm?

A: Yes. Right down across there., A little piece of slate fell just
like a razor blade, went zip. It wasn't very deep but I never got it
cleaned out. So that left that blue mark on my arm. But as far as I

know that's the extent of my injuries.

Q: Did your father ever describe the work place to you, the accidents,
the conditions and that type of thing?
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A: When I started in the coal mine, most all the boys that started in
the coal mine their dad would sign for them., They worked with him until
they got their papers. At that time it was two years, you can get them
now in one year. But at that time it had to be two years. Then you had
to go over to Taylorville and there would be a man from the state would
ask you questions about what you knew in a coal mine.

Q: You had to pass a test?
A: Yes, you had to pass a test.
Q: It was a verbal test then?

A: Yes, verbal test, yes. The first thing he would ask you, he would
say, "What is the first thing you do when you go down the coal mine?"
And most generally we would all say, "Well, eat my pie."

Q: What does that mean?
A: Before gomebody else got it. (laughter)
Q: Eat your pie from your lunch bucket.

A: Eat my pie from my lunch bucket before somebody else got in and took

Q: I see. So people would get in their lunch buckets?

A: Not very often now. Sometime you would find a fellow that would do
that but, he was just asking for a dose of croton oil or something like
that if he kept it up. (laughter)

Q: What do you mean by croton 0il? What is that?
A: That is something that makes you run.
Q: What other type of questions did they ask on that test?

A: They just asked you how long you have been in the coal mine and if
you tested your area at the face of the coal for gasses. But at that
time, they still got mine examiners, that go in and test for gas, black
damps and all stuff like that, before you go in., The mine has to be
inspected before any of the coal miners could go to the face, it is still
that way today. They have to be inspected so we didn't really inspect
them ourselves. We went up because we knew they were already inspected
for gas but that can accumulate after the inspector leaves. 1 remember
one time my dad was off sick or something and an uncle would work with
me, he come in and worked with me for a day. This was after it had been
inspected and it was a sort of a low damp place where we were working at
hand loading at that time. I got into black damps and I just went to
sleep. So my uncle, he happened to see me, that I was down and he came
over there and drug me back to fresh air until I got out of it. But if
he hadn't been there and I had been there like as a single loader I might
have died right there. But that's why he had to be with me because I
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hadn't had my papers and I was too young to work by myself. So that's a
good thing no man work by himself in the coal mine.

Q: I didn't know that.
A: Yes.

Q: These questions that they asked, did the miners feel that they were
easy questions?

A: It wasn't hard questions but at that time, mostly about the face and
how careful you were., If you timbered your room, if it was bad top,
slate top or if it was bad rock top, if you put up your timbering, steel
bars or wood posts. Didn't exactly call them posts, but they were just
round, most round oak legs. You put them on each side of the track., You
always had a track running in there at that time, so you could get your
car in there to load it, you just run it right up to the face.

Q: I see.

A: You timbered on each side of that track up to a certain point. You
couldn't do it right up the face, say within fifteen feet of the face, be
twelve to fifteen feet of the face because you had to have room to work
up there, After you got everything all cleaned up then you could go up
there and set timbers or whatever you had to have in there. They didn't
have no roof bolting at that time, all they had was steel bars. They had
some places they would have wood bars and legging, the legs.

Q: So what age did you enter the mine?

A: I was from May to October being sixteen.

Q: A little bit short of being sixteen.

A: Yes,

Q: Yes, and what year would that have been then?
A: 1929,

1929, and had some of the new machines just come in at that time in

A: No, no, no.
Q: They didn't get in that early?

A: No, we were handloading,see, there were thirteen hundred men worked
over here at Number Eight at that time and it was all handloading. The
cutting machine would come in and cut your place. It was supposed to be
thirty-two feet wide and entry was supposed to be twenty feet wide. Your
room off of the entry was supposed to be thirty, but sometimes you can
get thirty-two feet wide. The first night, if the cutting machine would
come in, you'd drill your holes half way up. Say the room was seven feet
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tall, the coal vein was seven feet tall, you come up three and a half
feet or just under three and a half feet and you drill your one, two,
three holes off there. You drill two snubbers, they called it, one on
each rib. Then you cut your fuse so that middle shot would go off first,
that would break the middle up. Then you shot the ribs which would
break. Say the cutting machine cut it ten feet deep or eleven feet deep,
you would only have a bottom part of that to load on the next day, unless
you had two rooms. If you had two rooms and then you would have extra
coal but the next night then you would drill the top. Then you shot the
middle and the two sides, the two ribs. That would break it down and the
next day you would have plenty of coal to load for one day.

Q: Now, were you using black powder then or dynamite?

A: Black powder. Only if you were shooting rock or something like that
you would use dynamite. But coal you always shot with black powder.

Q: Would dynamite just make too big an explosion?

A: Well, it wasn't necessary a big explosion but dynamite has that boom,
you see.

Q: Vibration?

A: No, it go off all at once. Black powder would spread this way and up
and down. Dynamite, most generally, you set it up, all the pressure goes
down. But you have to be careful where you put it, you got to put it

where you think it will blow.

Q: I didn't know that.

A: Yes, yes. But you will have to forgive me because my mind ain't as
good as it used to be.

Q: It sounds pretty sharp to me,

A: Well, I know coal mining, that is all I ever did. (laughter) I know
coal mining in and out even today. I have done it all. I have worked on
every plece of machinery there is in a coal mine. I am not bragging.

Q: That is good because I want you to explain some of those machines.

A: I just learned. They never really taught me, They would say, "There
it is, it is yours, run it."

Q: So you just went out on your own and learned?
A: When I first started to learm to rum a cutting machine, a younger man
kind of taught me, but I caught on to hydraulics real quick. It didn't

take me too long to learn to know what I was doing.

Q: How much schooling did you have?
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A: Fifth grade,

Q: Why did you leave the fifth grade?
A: To go in the coal mine.

Q: Wow.

A: Here, let me tell you a little story now. When my dad was a young
man, the coal mines didn't work like they do today. We would move down
to Indiana, we moved over. to Dorchester, Illinois. My dad got a job for
a little while in Gillespie, the mine was working maybe a couple of days
a week. These here weren't working any and we moved around so much. We
always came back to Tovey, and we never did get to be educated. It seems
like if we were in the fourth grade, when we come back here they would
put us in the third. They didn't monkey around them years, you know,
they had teachers. They got teachers today, but they were a little
rougher then. I remember Mr. DeMichael from Stonington, he is still
living, was my fifth grade teacher.

Q: He is still living?
A: Yes. He is in Stonington, Mr. DeMichael.

Q: All right. Let us talk a little bit about your experiences in the
home when you were young. Describe the home you lived in here in Tovey.

A: This home full of kids, my mother had ten.

Q: Is that right?

A: That's the reason,

Q: Where are you located among those ten?

A: T am the oldest. I really had to go to work to help. I am not
trying to put any glory on myself now, but to help ralse the rest of the
family.

Q: Sure, that is understandable.

A: I never had much., I worked two days. I don't want you to think
harshly about my mother and dad, but they were good people, real good.
But what I am going to say is, you might loock back at them, well, they

weren't very fair to you. I used to work two weeks for a dollar a pay,
that is all I took.

Q: A dollar for two weeks work?
A: For two weeks work,

Q: What were you doing?
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A: Working in the coal mine.

Q: And the rest of the money went to the family?

A: Went to the family.

Q: I see.

A: Not to the parents, but to the family, the operation of the family.
Q: Who did you turn the money over to?

A: To my mom and dad.

Q: Both. Either one of them in particular?

A: Mostly to my mom, belng that my dad wasn't an educated man. She paid
the bills and done the grocery shopping and everything like that. That
is why I felt sorry at times for my mother, because on pay day when a
bill would come due, she was the one that had to go and say, "Well, we
haven't got it this pay." You understand what I mean.

Q: 1 see.

A: And T always felt sorry for my mom on that, I said that my wife would
never pay a bill.

Q: So you handled it differently when you got married?

A: Maybe I handled it a little bit wrong though. I do the shopping.
She does taking care of the home, I take care of the outside. Now, some
people would think maybe you didn't want your wife to handle the money.
I just never thought of it one way or the other. You can ask her, T did

all for fifty years. We have been married over fifty years and I have
done all the shopping for her,

Q: That is interesting.

A: I know shopping. I know meat, vegetables, and I didn't buy it unless
it was just so. I won't let them throw anything off on me. But I ain't
trying to tell you that my wife's a dummy.

Q: You just did it differently because of the way you saw your parents
did it?

A: That is right.
Q: That makes sense. How far apart were your brothers and sisters?

A: All of them was two years apart, two years and six months. My brother
passed away, Tony, he was born on the 15th of October, two years after I
was on the 6th of October. It went down the line like that, two to two
and a half years. I am the oldest, I will be seventy-three years old on
my birthday. My youngest brother, he is a Baptist preacher in Kincaid.
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Q: Now, each time that you came back to Tovey, did you live in the same
home or different homes?

A: No, no, we lived right over here just a block at one time. Now I was
going to say we lived in this house, but we didn't, an uncle of mine
lived in this house.

Q:; Which home did you live in the longest when you were young and how
long did you live there?

A: I don't imagine we lived in any home here in Tovey over four or five
years. We lived over there, a block from here, we lived next to the last
street over there. You seen the church, you come in this way?

Q: Yes.

A: You seen the church there up on Hill Street? We lived one, two,
three blocks just straight south, right on the corner, we lived there.
Then we lived up this street just about a block and a half from the
second place we lived. When we first moved here I don't know where we
lived. But we lived in a little shanty of some kind I know that because
there wasn't nothing around here but shanties.

Q: Were these company houses?

A: No, no, the company houses were in Kincaid. There was no company
houses in this town,

Q: So these were built by the miners themselves?

A: These were built by the miners and who came after that.

Q: How many bedrooms were there usually in the homes?

A: VWhen we first came here that was our bedroom. Only one, there was
two bedrooms on the front that we never had. That was our bedroom. We
only had three rooms,

Q: When you had ten children, how many rooms did you have?

A: We had about three bedrooms.

Q: How many boys were there all together?

A: Seven boys and three girls.

Q: So all seven boys were staying in one room?

A: No, no. They was pretty close to staying in one room., The lady
living over there, Mrs. Smith, she had a big family too. 1 know she

never had more than two bedrooms. That was what's in the house. We had
roll-away beds and stuff like that, that we used too.
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Q: You had to take them up and put them down every day?

Z

Take them up and put them down when we was all home.
Q: So you are the oldest?

A: I am the oldest.

Q: How many years away from you is the youngest?

A: About twenty-three years.

Q: I see, so they are spread out?

A: He is about forty. I am seventy-three.

Q: So you would have been out and gone, probably, by the time he was
born?

A: Yes., I was out and gone when they had this mine trouble around here.
Q: 1In 19327

A: In 1932. That was my last time at home.

Q: So you began working the mine in 19297

A: 1929,

Q: Then you must have worked in the mine and stayed at home for what,
two or three years?

A: We were married in 1936.

Wife: We lived with my mother and father.

A: 1 stayed with her mother and dad before we were married.
Q: As a boarder?

A: No, it turned out to be a son-in-law but at the time we were just
young and the mine trouble was going onm.

Q: Were you dating then at the time?

A: Not mecessarily, no,

Q: Tell me about this it sounds interesting.
Wife: No, he was dating my aunt at that time.

A: I was dating her aunt at that time.
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Wife: We are only a year apart.

A: She was about eleven years old when T first started to know my wife.
Later on we moved down on the old Okaw River because my father-in-law
worked with the WPA, see, and he was keeping me, my wife, and three other
children, him and his wife on forty dollars a month on WPA. Now, these
people here today the coal miners make over a hundred dollars a day.

Q: Now, are you talking about your father now?
A: I am talking about my father-in-law.
Q: Your father-in-law.

A: Yes, Roy Wood. They called him Sadger, he worked at Number Ten., But
when this here trouble come along why he was a Progressive miner to begin
with., T started out to be. I think honestly it was the worst thing we
ever done.

Q: All right now, let us talk about that a second then. First of all,
your father-in-law's name was Roy Wood.

A: Roy Wood.

Q: And they called him what?
A: They called him Sadger.
Q: How did he get that name?

A: I don't really know, he was a blocker on the bottom at Number Seven.
A lot of people knew him, most of the people that knew him are gone
today, just like most of the men that I worked with are gone. She was
raised in Kincaid but she was about eleven or twelve when her mom and dad
moved down about eight miles southwest of Cowden, Illinois. On the
second of March, 1936, (laughs) it was real cold then in 1936. There was
no roads of any kind, they were mud roads. Two friends of our, they were
boys who were about sixteen or seventeen at the time, they harnessed up a
team of horses and they followed us. My father-in-law had a 1932 Chevy
Sedan, that time it was old, I mean in 1936 it was four years old but it
run. They followed us to Cowden,Illinois where the hard road was., They
had to pull us out here and there because about every hundred yards we
get stuck in the mud. (laughter) Then a young man by the name of Boyd
Sarver, and the other one's name was Black, Cecil Black was his name,
they followed us that eight and a half miles pulling us out of mud holes.
So there ain't nothing going to happen to this marriage. (laughter) We
got to the hard road, that was the first of March in 1936 and we . . .

Q: Where were you married?

A: We were married in Springfield by Judge Harlington J. Wood. He is
dead now but his son is a judge too.
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Wife: He sald, "You are giving up a good name."
A: His name was Wood too, her name was Wood.

Q: No relation?

A: No, no,

Q: Describe the wedding to me.

A: I will tell what the wedding was. We lived down there, like I say,
down there in Cowden, Illinois, or south of, we called it gobblers knob.
It was a little beat up house sitting on a hill there and I worked five
days for a man by the name of Fred Wordy. We go out before sun up in the
morning and we come back home after sun down at night and we was sawing
saw logs with a cross cut. I worked five days for a dollar a day and I
quit when her and I got married. Where did you get that dress?

Wife: I got it out of Aldi's catalog. (laughs)
A: Yes, it was a pretty dress, blue.

Wife: And his sister borrowed it to go to a party at the school. His
youngest sister didn't have nothing to wear, I give it to her.

A: But anyway, that was the extent of our celebration. They used to
shivaree people in them days, we never had no shivaree or nothing.

A: When we got married, we came from our dad's because I didn't have no
job. An aunt of her's in Champaign, Illinois, called us and said that
they had a job for us working as a tenant on a farm. So, we went to
Champaign and went out there on this farm. I can do okay, but my wife,
she wasn't used to doing stuff., They liked to work her to death, that
woman did. So we quit that, come back home,

Q: They made her work on the outside?

A: No, this was in the house. She didn't know that stuff. She could
cook but she didn't know all that stuff that woman wanted her to, she was
only sixteen years old.

Wife: They had two kids older than I was.

A: Yes, and so we came back. I came back to my dad‘s house. The men
were gort of going back to work, the United Mine Workers. My dad went
back to work. He had to go back to work there was no way out of it, or
starve his family to death, he had to go. They were eating a big pot of
oatmeal for one meal, like for breakfast, that was all. Maybe a pot of
soup for supper, maybe they didn't get no dinner. So according to who
you were, even like them, whether you fared very well or not. But my
father and my brothers and sisters didn't fare well. So he had to go
back to work. I was sort of heart broken when he went back to work.
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Q: Why were you heart broken?

A: We thought that we were fighting for a cause at that time but we
found out later that the cause was just starving us, really. See, there
was only about only one Progressive coal mine in the state of Illinois
today. So he went back to work, and I don't blame him a bit.

Q: What year was this?

A: I don't remember what year it was that we went on strike with the
Progressive miners.

Q: 1932 Progressives got started.

A: 1932 they got started? This was about in 1934, He held out for
about two years, a year and a half to two years, and he went back to
work. And I am glad he did.

Q: When did you finally go back to work?

A: I went back to work in 1936. When the trouble I was here for awhile.
My dad went back to work and he sent me up to Detroit, Michigan. I
stayed up there six, eight months with an aunt of mine so I wouldn't get
in any trouble down here.

Q: That was in what year you went up to Detroit?

A: Probably in 1934 that I went to Detroit, Michigan.

Q: And stayed how long?

A: What did I stay up there about a year, didn't I?

Wife: You didn't stay very long.

A: From eight months to a year I stayed there.

Q: And did you work there?

A: No, I never did. No, I couldn't get a job. I tried. My uncle
worked at Chrysler up there. I couldn't get no job at Chrysler, he
couldn't even get me a job, I went up there and stood out in them lines
and tried to get a job up there. I never did get a job up there. Then I
came back from Detroit, Michigan, I started staying at her mom and dad's
house.

Q: Had you stayed at her mom and dad's before that time?

A: No.

Q: So you had lived at home until 1932 and then you lived on your own
for a couple of years is that right?
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A: Yes.
Q: Did you live .in a boarding house?

A: A boarding house! What would I pay for it with? I never had no
money.

Q: So where did you live from 1932 to 19347

A: I lived with my aunt, here and there.

Q: I see.

A: After they moved out to Cowden, Illinois, I went out there. The
Progressive miners had dwindled me down to one beat up pair of overalls
and one shirt.

Wife: Do you know what we lived on?

Q: Wwhat's that?

Wife: Rabbit.

Q: Eating rabbit?

A: Rabbit and corn bread. I got the rabbit fever out there. It took
almost four years to get over that. Had to operate on me under the arm
after I had had it for about, I guess, six months,

Q: What does rabbit fever do?

A: You can see that scar right there?

Q: Yes.

A: There 1is one there, and there is one right on here.

Q: Did it leave scars on you?

A: Scars outside of where they cut me open underneath my arm. Dr.
Muller, he used to be our doctor here. I was down there below Cowden
when I caught the rabbit fever, that is from skinning rabbits. I never
knew nothing, I never knew nothing about it. They call it Tularemia.
That's the name of it. I finally had to go out in the morning and shoot
a rabbit before you eat your breakfast. (laughs) But we ate rabbits,
boiled turnips, and cornbread, whatever we could get, that's what we ate.
I was doing the Progressive miners,

Q: So, you got the rabbit fever from skinning rabbits?

A: Yes. Then I ate the rabbit that gave it . . . (laughter) When you

haven't got nothing in the years past and you come up and you get a
little bit; I mean we never ever had nothing like that, This here stuff
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was all new in the front room here. But you appreciate it more and then
it is hard to understand why the young people today want so much, they
don't appreciate nothing.

Q: Yes. They are not satisfied with it,

A: Not satisfied with anything. See that bed? There is a bed right in
there, 1 have been sleeping on that bed for fifty years. That little
vanity there, that is the first we ever bought. It has been good enough
for us. We had that over fifty years.

Q: Yes. It is an antique now, it is wvaluable.

A: I sleep just as good on that bed today as I did fifty years ago.
Today I have got children that every six months they got to have a turn
over of furniture. That is not necessary.

Q: No, I agree with you.

A: It is nice things though, now don't get me wrong, we are in the
process of remodeling. This is nine foot ceiling here, and that room
there we are in the process of remodeling that. I have saved my money I
got back from taxes the last three years, have enough maybe I can remodel
that kitchen.

Q: How were you as far as borrowing money back in those days?

A: I don't borrow money.

Q: Just never believed in that.

A: I don't honestly even believe in banks.

Q: Did you get that from your parents?

A: My dad and mom never had nmo money. When payday came, whatever they
had they had to pay it out, to pay their bills. We put a lot of money in
to it. It is not a mansion, but still serves our purpose. We don't need
nothing else, this is enough for us. All this stuff you see around here,
our children give it to us. It's dust catchers. (laughter)

Q: (laughs) Yes, you have got a lot of little ceramic dolls and things.
A: This stuff you see sitting back there people gave it to us for our
fiftieth wedding anniversary and we don't have anyplace to put it.
(laughter)

Q: Yes.

A: This belonged to my mother, see that there?

Q: Yes, the glass shelf with the . . .






























