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Preface 

This manuscript is the product of a tape-recorded interview conducted 
by Jane E. Knepler for the Oral History Office on July 8, 1975. Jane 
E. Knepler transcribed and edited the manuscript. Thomas T. and Mary 
J. Wilson reviewed the transcript. 

Thomas T. and Mary J. Wilson were interviewed in their home in New 
Berlin, Illinois about the building of Bates Experimental Road. This 
road was built to test different road types. There was a discussion 
of farm life in the Bates area, i.e., butchering, livestock, garden 
produce, and poultry. There was also a discussion of stores in Bates 
and New Berlin, games, an icebox, and social life. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilson discussed the trailer court they operated in Jacksonville after 
leaving the farm in 1954. 

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is 
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of this memoir, nor for the views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708. 
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Thomas T. and Mary J. Wilson, J u l y  8, 1975, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

J ane  E. Knepler, In te rv iewer .  

Q. M r .  Wilson, how f a r  d i d  you l i v e  from t h e  s i t e  of t h e  Bates  
Experimental Road? 

A. About a  mi le  and a  qua r t e r .  

Q. W i l l  you t e l l  me what you remember of t h e  bu i ld ing  of t h e  Bates  Road? 

A .  Well, now, t o  be honest  about i t ,  I don' t  remember very  much; because 
1 was farming and I d i d n ' t  have time t o  be down t h e r e  very much. Of 
course,  I ' d  go down and s e e  what they was doing, and I knew some of t he  
fe l lows  working the re .  Now, Lloyd Loving, r i g h t  he re ,  (po in t s  t o  t h e  
house next  door) he  j u s t  t o l d  me a day o r  two ago t h a t  he worked t h e r e  
a s h o r t  time and h i s  b r o t h e r  had two teams on t h a t  dea l .  And, I don ' t  
know where h i s  b ro the r  l i v e d ,  i n  south  of Loami, no, south  of Curran 
some p lace .  I don ' t  know j u s t  e x a c t l y  where he did l i v e ,  b u t  he  passed 
away a couple yea r s  ago. 

But, a s  I s a i d ,  B i l l  Foutch was t h e  t e l eg raph  ope ra to r ,  and, I don ' t  know 
who took i t  over  when he  got  through. A f e l l ow by t h e  name of Su te r  was 
t h e r e  q u i t e  a  while ,  John Su te r ,  l i v e d  over  h e r e  i n  what they used t o  c a l l  
t h e  Taylor  house. You know where i t  is, over  he re  by Doc Wichterman's; 
and he  rode a b i c y c l e  back and f o r t h .  H e  had a guide on, f i t  the r a i l  on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  you know. 

Q, You mean t h a t  would f i t  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r ack?  

A.  Yes, t h a t ' s  the way he t r a v e l e d ,  on t h a t  b icyc le .  H i s  b i c y c l e  was 
on t h e  t r a c k ,  bu t  he  had a couple b a r s  t h a t  run out  wi th  another  l i t t l e  
wheel on, t h a t  run  on t h e  o t h e r  r a i l .  

Q. And he  rode from New B e r l i n  t o  Bates t o  be  t he  t e l eg raph  ope ra to r?  

A. Tha t ' s  right. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  John Suter .  I don ' t  know how long, bu t  
t h a t ' s  t h e  way h e  t r a v e l e d .  We d i d n ' t  have a very  f a s t  r a t e  of t r a v e l  i n  
t hose  days, you know. 

Q. That ' s  r i g h t .  

A. And, he  could make p r e t t y  good t ime on t h a t  b ike  on t h a t  t r a c k ;  and 
t h i s  o the r  t h i n g  he ld  i t  r i g h t  wi th  t h e  t r a c k ,  you know. But, B i l l ,  I 
don ' t  know how long B i l l  was there--qui te  a  while .  Then he come t o  New 
Ber l in ,  and h e  s tayed  i n  New B e r l i n  u n t i l  h e  r e t i r e d ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  
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Q. Do you t h i n k  t h a t  M r .  Su t e r  was the t e l eg raph  ope ra to r  a t  t h e  
Bates  S t a t i o n  when they b u i l t  t h e  road, o r  was J. W. Foutch s t i l l  
there?  

A.  That was 1920, you say ,  they bui l t  t h a t  road? 

Q. It probably was about t h a t  time. 

A. Well, we moved t h e r e  i n  1901 i n  December. So I doubt i f  Suter  
might have been opera tor .  There might have been somebody e l s e  i n  
t h e r e  too, but I don ' t  remember who. 

Q. Was J, W. Foutch t h e  ope ra to r  when you moved t h e r e  i n  1901? 

A. Y e s .  I ' m  p r e t t y  su re .  I r e c a l l  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  of us  o l d e r  boys, 
we'd go over  t o  t h e  depot and he'd take  us  back i n  t h e  baggage roam 
and teach  us boxing. You know he  was q u i t e  a boxer h imsel f .  And, we 
got a long p r e t t y  good t h a t  way. O f  course,  we couldn ' t  be t h e r e  very  
long. We had, oh, i t  wasn't  h a l f  a mi le  from t h e  school  down t h e r e ;  
it  was only a qua r t e r ,  I guess.  And, of course,  they had a pos t  
o f f i c e  a t  Bates  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q. Was t h e  school  l oca t ed  r i g h t  i n  Bates? 

A. Well, I guess so,  it was, you know I guess where t h e  depot w a s .  
It was e a s t  of t h a t ,  oh, a qua r t e r .  And i t  was t h e r e  u n t i l  j u s t  a few 
years  ago. The Taylors  bought i t .  They c losed  i t  up you know. And I 
don ' t  know what I read about i t .  They burned it: down o r  moved it  o f f  
o r  something . 
Q. You mean about a q u a r t e r  of  a mi le .  

A. Yes. Yes, I had t o  walk down t o  t h e  pos t  o f f i c e  and g e t  t h e  mai l  
a f t e r  school.  O f  course,  then I had t o  walk home too. (chuckles) That 
was t h e  only way of g e t t i n g  home. I n  win ter t ime,  i n  bad weather ,  Pa had 
a man working f o r  him and he jus t  saddled up an  e x t r a  horse  and would 
t a k e  m e  t o  school  and then  come a f t e r  me. O f  course,  when t h e  weather 
w a s  f i t  I walked. 

Q. What would happen i f  a storm came up whi le  you were a t  school?  

A. Nothing . . . 
Q. You walked home i n  t h e  storm? 

A. Well, Pa made him come a f t e r  me.  

Q. I s e e .  

A .  There w a s  a family by t h e  name of Haughs. 1 understand they  c a l l e d  
them "hawk" i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  now, and they  j u s t  l i v e d  a h a l f  a m i l e  south  
of us. They had two o r  t h r e e  k ids  my age i n  school ,  and 1 guess t h e y ' r e  
about a l l  dead now. 
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Q. Was J o e  Haugh one of them? 

A. What? 

Q. Joe  Haugh. 

A. No, i t  was J o e ' s  uncle--cousin of t h e s e  o the r s .  Yes, I knew Joe  
and knew h i s  f a t h e r .  

Q. You s a i d  t h a t  M r .  Loving's b r o t h e r  had a couple of teams when they 
b u i l t  t h e  road,  Did they  use ho r ses  and mules? 

A. It was mules. Y e s .  Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  what i t  was done with.  

Q. What d id  they  use t h e  ho r ses  and mules t o  do? 

A ,  Well, they used . . . Of course,  they  had t o  plow i t  up and work it 
down. Then they had what they  c a l l  s l i p s  and move t h e  d i r t ,  you know. 

Q What would a s l i p  look l i k e ?  

A ,  Well, i t  . . . O f  course,  i t  was a l o t  sma l l e r ,  bu t  they were, oh, 
so  wide. 

Q. About a yard wide? 

A. Yes, and then,  w e l l ,  they would s l i d e  them r i g h t  a long and then  s l i d e  
i n  under t h e  d i r t ,  you s e e ,  and t ake  them where they wanted them t o  go 
and then  dump them. 

Q. S o r t  of l i k e  a scoop shovel ,  bu t  i t  w a s  [wider]?  

A. Yes. 

Q. But a l a r g e  scoop t h a t  was . . . 
A.  Of course,  something on t h e  o r d e r  o f  they  have now on t h e  f r o n t  end 
of a t r a c t o r ,  only of  course,  no t  so  big. And t h e r e  weren ' t  hyd rau l i c  
l i f t s  o r  nothing,  bu t  j u s t  manpower. And, of course,  t h e r e  was a n  awful 
l o t  of j u s t  shovels ,  scoop shovels .  Now, George Marr over  he re ,  I have 
an idea  t ha t  he  worked on the re .  O f  course  h e  was p r e t t y  young. I don ' t  
h o w  how o l d  George is ,  bu t  h e ' s  i n  h i s  e a r l y  s even t i e s .  O f  course,  t h a t ' s  
f i f t y  years ago, he'd still be up around twenty yea r s  o l d ,  you see .  

Q. Did they . . . Excuse me .  

A. Oh, they c a l l e d  him Squire .  I d i d n ' t  know what h i s  name was. That 's  
a11 I eve r  knew, Squire Londrigan, run  t h e  pos t  o f f i c e  and a l i t t l e  s t o r e .  
Of course ,  they  d i d n ' t  handle  anything but  a l i t t l e  canned goods. H i s  
w i f e ' s  name was Bridget .  The o l d  man j u s t  had one arm. O f  course ,  t h e  
p o s t  o f f i c e  d i d n ' t  amount t o  much e i t h e r ,  you know. But, they run ,  I 
guess you'd c a l l  i t  a s t o r e ,  i n  connect ion wi th  the pos t  o f f i c e .  But 
t h a t ' s  where we got  our  mail .  O f  course,  I remember when we, I don ' t  
know j u s t  when, we got  our  first r u r a l  delivery. 
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Q. Was t h a t  before  t h e  road was b u i l t ,  t h e  Experimental Road? 

A. Yes, I would say i t  w a s .  

Q. They c losed  t h e  Bates  Post  Of f i ce  when you s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  r u r a l  
de l ive ry ,  o r  d i d  they  cont inue  i t  i n  Bates f o r  . . . 
A.  No, they j u s t  c losed  i t  up. It d i d n ' t  amount t o  a darn anyway. 

Q. Did t h e  s t o r e  cont inue  opera t ing?  

A. Oh, no, The o ld  b u i l d i n g  is all gone. There used t o  be s e v e r a l  
houses around t h e r e .  It was kind of an o l d  shack of a t h i n g  when I 
grew up. And t h e r e  was s e v e r a l  houses around, some t h r e e  o r  fou r  a t  
l e a s t ,  on t h a t  square i t  was on. 

Q. You t a l k e d  about  M r .  S u t e r  t r a v e l i n g  from New B e r l i n  on t h e  r a i l r o a d  
t r a c k  by b icyc le .  What cond i t i on  was t h e  road i n  between New Ber l in  and 
Bates most of t h e  t ime. 

A. On, he  w a s  on t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  you see .  

Q ,  But, what were t h e  road cond i t i ons ,  do you remember? 

A. Oh, j u s t  a country road, t h a t ' s  a l l .  I t  wasn't  o i l e d ,  b lacktop  o r  
nothing, just a country road. And, h e  made a whole l o t  b e t t e r  t ime than 
he could t r y i n g  t o  r i d e  a b i c y c l e  up and down t h a t  road. And a l o t  of 
t imes he  cou ldn ' t  g e t  through. Now, when I went t o  h igh  school ,  i n  t h e  
s p r i n g  o r  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  when t h e  weather was good I drove. Through t h e  
win te r  I rode horseback j u s t  as r e g u l a r  a s  clockwork. 

Q. You say  you drove. Did you d r i v e  a car or d i d  you d r ive  a horse? 

A. No, j u s t  a horse .  

Q. A hor se  and buggy? 

A. You see, I graduated from high school  i n  1910. That w a s ,  you might 
say,  before,  w e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  a few automobiles,  not very  many though. 
Now, Birch Warren had one, t h a t  was one of t h e  first ones around here .  
And, t h e  two Washburns, George and Arthur ,  they had one each. But t h e r e  
j u s t  wasn't  any automobiles then.  

Q. Were t h e r e  very  many automobiles i n  t h e  community when t h e  Bates 
Experimental Road w a s  b u i l t ?  

A. Not many. Oh, I guess t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a few, but  nothing l i k e  t h e r e  
is now, of course.  

Q. Do you remember who farmed t h e  land through which t h e  road was b u i l t ?  

A.  Well, I suppose that [was] George Colburn. There was a family that 
l ived  t h e r e  when w e  moved t h e r e  by t h e  name of Kerr. There w a s  a n  o ld  
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lady ,  t h e  mother, and two sons and two o r  t h r e e  daughters .  And w e l l ,  
t h e  o l d  lady d ied  and one of t h e  boys was, wel1,he j u s t  wasn't  r i g h t  
on balance,  and Colburn married one of t h e  g i r l s  and they took farming. 
And he  farmed i t .  H e  s o l d  out  i n  1933. When h e  l e f t  t h e r e  he come t o  
Ber l in .  You know where Meta E i l e r  l i v e s ,  down t h e  s t r e e t  here.  

Q. Approximately. 

A.  Well, she  worked f o r  Colburns, and she  could j u s t  t a k e  a team of 
ho r ses  and go t o  t h e  f i e l d  l i k e  a man. And M r s .  Colburn d ied ,  why 
George and h e r  moved i n  and bought t h i s  l i t t l e  p l ace .  Then he passed 
away. He was from Loami o r i g i n a l l y .  

Q. You d id  go down t o  watch when they were bu i ld ing  t h e  Bates Road? 

A. Oheyes. I d i d n ' t  have much time. On t h e  farm I was p r e t t y  busy 
i n  t hose  days you know. Of course,  I was j u s t  Earning 160 a c r e s ,  bu t  
it  was more than  I could swing by myself all t h e  t ime. Well, my f a t h e r  
l e f t  t h e  farm i n  1919, and he  had been c r ipp led  up. And he wasn ' t ,  w e l l ,  
he r e a l l y  cou ldn ' t  ge t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  t o  s e e  what was going on. Only they 
had an o l d  horse  t h a t  Mother used t o  h i t c h  up and they 'd  d r i v e  out  a f t e r  
he got  t o  where he couldn ' t  ge t  on and r i d e  i t ,  you know. H e  had t h e  
horse  p r e t t y  w e l l  broke and he  couldn ' t  g e t  on t h e  ho r se ' s  back from 
t h e  road. But he 'd  ge t  up on t h e  fence  o r  on a g a t e  and t h e  o l d  ho r se  
would j u s t  sauntered  r i g h t  up and Dad would j u s t  s l i d e  over i n  t h e  
sadd le  and away they 'd  go. (chuckles)  

Q. How many horses  d i d  i t  t ake  t o  farm 160 a c r e s  i n  those  days? 

A. Well, about s i x .  O f  course,  fou r  ho r ses  a t  a t ime was a l l  we used, 
i f  we used t h a t  many. But s i x  was about a l l  t h a t  we would use  i n  farming 
160 a c r e s .  It was about ,  w e l l  I would say, twenty a c r e s  of i t  i n  g ra s s .  

Q. Was t h a t  g r a s s  p r imar i ly  f o r  t h e  horses?  

A. No, i t  was j u s t  g raz ing  land.  O f  course,  we had a few cows, I don ' t  
remember, no t  very many, b u t  we had some. 

Q. Did you r a i s e  t h e  ca lves  f o r  your own meat o r  d id  you s e l l  them? 

A.  Well, we usua l ly  r a i s e d  them f o r  market. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  bu tcher  any beef then? 

A. No, I f i n a l l y  got  t o  whi le  I was s t i l l  on t h e  farm. We'd k i l l  a beef .  
But, my f a t h e r  always r a i s e d  Shorthorn c a t t l e  a s  c l o s e  a s  I can remember. 
Of course ,  I d i d  too.  And then f i n a l l y ,  we bought a J e r s e y  cow f o r  r i c h  
milk. Now, of course,  she 'd  have h e r  c a l f ,  w e l l ,  we d i d n ' t  t h i n k  they was 
worth a darn t o  feed  out .  And we'd usua l ly  butcher  them when they was, oh 
say ,  seven hundred pounds o r  such a matter, and then  we got  beef .  We d i d n ' t  
have r e f r i g e r a t o r s  and deep f r e e z e ,  nothing l i k e  t h a t .  So 1 remember a 
q u a r t e r  of beef hanging i n  t h e  smokehouse ou t  t he re ,  j u s t  hang t h e r e ,  i n  
t h e  f a l l  of t h e  yea r .  I don ' t  know what kept i t  from s p o i l i n g .  We'd want 
a piece of meat, we'd just go and whack h e r  o f f .  
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Q. Did you have any means a t  a l l  of preserv ing  any of t h a t  meat o t h e r  
than ' j u s t  l e t t i n g  i t  hang? 

A.  Did what? 

Q. Did you have any means of keeping t h e  beef o t h e r  than l e t t i n g  i t  
hang? 

A.  Well, yes ,  we f i n a l l y  go t  t o ,  I guess you could say cold-pack i t ,  
you know. We had to .  

Q. By cold packing, you mean keeping i t  i n  a con ta ine r?  

A .  Yes, I don ' t  know, You know what coldrpacking is. My wi fe  could 
t e l l  you. Of course,  w e  butchered hogs, and we s a l t e d  t h e  meat, you know. 
Y e s ,  we had pork. It was t h e  main meat. 

Q, About what p a r t  of a hog would you salt  down when you'd butcher? 

A. What we c a l l  t h e  hams and t h e  shoulders .  We'd j u s t  put salt on and 
rub i t  i n .  Then, f i n a l l y ,  somebody come up wi th  a mixture of d i f f e r e n t  
o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  we mixed wi th  i t  and made i t  work b e t t e r  and gave i t  a 
b e t t e r  f l a v o r .  Of course  every th ing  else went i n  t h e  sausage o r  l a r d .  

Q. How about t h e  bacon? 

A.  Well, i t  was s a l t e d ,  too. 

Q. Af te r  t h e  s a l t i n g w a s i t  ready f o r  use ,  o r  d id  you smoke i t ?  

A.  We smoked it. 

Q.  How long would you smoke meat? 

A. I r e a l l y  don ' t  know. T remember them smoking i t  a l l  r i g h t .  It hung 
up i n  what we c a l l  t h e  smokehouse, and I f o r g e t  now what they d id  have 
t h e i r  f i r e  i n ,  bu t  t h e r e  was j u s t  enough f i r e  t o  make smoke. And, yes ,  
they 'd amoke t h e  . . . of caurse ,  we c a l l e d  them t h e  j o i n t s ,  t h a t  was t h e  
ham and shoulders ,  and t h e  bacon. You know what we c a l l  pork chops today, 
a t  t h a t  t ime was r i b s  and backbone. And t h e  meat t h a t ' s  i n  your pork 
chops, w e  a t e  i t ,  a good p a r t  of i t  went i n  t h e  sausage,  and then they got 
t o  cooking i t  by i t s e l f .  Then t h e  backbones a l l  went into pork chops. 
 hat's where you go t  your park  chops, p a r t  of t h e  backbone and the meat. 
And a l l  o f  t h e  jowls and so  f o r t h  l i k e  t h a t ,  t h e  l e a n  went i n t o  t h e  
sausage and t h e  f a t  went i n t o  t h e  l a r d .  Now, you can g e t  bacon ou t  of 
t h e  jowls.  Yes, t h e  butcher ing  was done r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  farm. The 
neighbors helped each o t h e r  butcher .  

Q .  How would you go about bu tcher ing  a p i g ?  

A. Well, of course,  t h e  first t h i n g  you'd u sua l ly  do i s  t o  shoot  him. 

Q. Where would you shoot  him? 
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A. Right i n  t h e  head. 

Q. What kind of gun would you use? 

A. Usually about a . 2 2  r i f l e ,  and then we'd stick him under the  t h r o a t ,  
and run a k n i f e  i n  t h e r e ,  and i f  you was on t h e  job ,  you could puncture 
t h e  h e a r t  and i t  would bleed,  and you'd g e t  r i d  of a l l  t h e  blood t h a t  way. 
But, they d i d n ' t  sk in  them a t  a l l .  

Q. What d id  they do wi th  them? 

A. Well, they  j u s t  c u t  down t o  t h e  h ide ,  I guess you'd c a l l  i t ,  and 
t h a t  w a s  i t .  When they c u t  t h i s  meat up. Then, of course,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  hams, some of t h e  fat  on t h e  o u t s i d e  was, oh, I say  t h a t  t h i c k  
(shows about t h r e e  inches wi th  h i s  f i n g e r s ) .  And, of course,  we always 
trimmed a l o t  of t h a t  o f f  and put i t  i n t o  t h e  l a r d ,  you know, made l a r d  
out  of i t .  

Q. Then t h e  ham wouldn't have any s k i n  on i t  a t  a l l  when you s a l t e d  i t  
down? 

A. (nods) 

Q. In l a t e r  yea r s  d i d  you l eave  t h e  s k i n  on t h e  hams? 

A. (shakes h i s  head nega t ive ly )  

Q. You had most of your own meat on t h e  farm then? 

A. Y e s ,  a p i ece  of beef ,  you'd have t o  go t o  t h e  butcher  shop t o  g e t  t h a t .  
That was something! That you d i d n ' t  p i ck  up every day. O f  course,  i t  
d i d n ' t  cos t  you nothing l i k e  it would now. That reminds m e  o f ,  way back 
i n  my mother 's  day, I t h i n k  i t  w a s  t h e  Bates Church, made up a cookbook; 
and Anna Ryan gave them t h e  r e c i p e  f o r  something, I don ' t  know what now, 
t h a t  c a l l e d  f o r  so  much meat, beef .  And (chuckles)  what everybody always 
laughed about s h e  j u s t  put  i n  how much of every th ing  and says  a q u a r t e r ' s  
worth of beef s t eak .  Well, a q u a r t e r ' s  worth of beef s t e a k  wouldn't be 
a s  b i g  as a q u a r t e r  now, you know. It was a q u a r t e r ,  I remember that 
very w e l l ,  i t  was a q u a r t e r ' s  worth of beef s t eak .  Of course  now, t h e  
beef we'd g e t  was e i t h e r  s t e a k  o r  r o a s t .  That was what you got .  

Q. Did you keep ch ickens  o r  any o t h e r  pou l t ry  on your farm? 

A. Oh, yes ,  we kept  chickens.  Well, they had q u i t e  a few chickens. They 
was mostly Plymouth Rocks. They weren ' t  pampered l i k e  they  a r e  today o r  
no th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  Then of course  w e  had eggs from them, and n a t u r a l l y  
maybe I guess as many eggs as w e  used; o r  we r a t ioned  ou r se lves  t o  what 
eggs we had. I don ' t  know which. Yes, we always had chickens. 

Q. Did you buy t h e  baby ch icks  o r  ha t ch  them your se l f ?  

A. Hatched them. 
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Q. Did you use  any kind of incubator  o r  l e t  t h e  o l d  hens ha t ch  them? 

A. Let t h e  o ld  hens ha tch  them. Yes, an o l d  hen would lay about so  many 
eggs and then she 'd  t a k e  a no t ion  t o  s e t ,  a s  t h e  say ing  is. They'd g ive  
h e r  about twelve o r  f i f t e e n  eggs, and she 'd  set them o u t ,  ha tch  them ou t .  
And then  they 'd put  h e r  o u t s i d e  i n  a chicken coop wi th  h e r  brood. And 
t h a t ' s  t h e  way they  w a s  r a i s e d .  

Q. What d id  those  chicken coops look l i k e  t h a t  she  s tayed  i n  w i th  h e r  
brood? 

A. Oh, they w a s  j u s t ,  of course,  i n  t hose  t imes they  was most ly made out  
of boards. They'd be l i k e  a so  b i g  square ,  and t h e  roof would be j u s t  
s loped one way, you know. And a l i t t l e  door i n  i t  they  could g e t  i n .  

Q. About how b i g  a square ,  maybe two f o o t  square? 

A. Y e s ,  b igge r  than  t h a t .  

Q. A yard square? 

A. Yes, I expect c l o s e  t o  t h r e e  f e e t  square.  The o ld  hen, we'd put  h e r  
i n  t h e r e  wi th  t h e s e  baby chicks.  She'd t a k e  c a r e  of them u n t i l  they  was 
b i g  enough t o  g e t  o u t  and kind of fo rage  around f o r  themselves more o r  
l e s s .  U n t i l  they  got  up t o ,  le t ' s  s e e ,  what was t h e  s i z e  of them? I 
fo rgo t  how b i g  they wanted them be fo re  they k i l l e d  them. 

Q. What would be  t h e  season f o r  s e t t i n g  t h e  o l d  hen? 

A. There wasn't  any p a r t i c u l a r  season,  on ly  t h e  most of i t  was i n  t h e  
spr ing .  See t h e  o l d  hens they j u s t  run, a s  t h e  say ing  is, wild.  They 
was around over  t h e  p l ace ,  you know. Of course,  they  had what they c a l l e d  
t h e  chicken house f o r  them t o  r o o s t  in .  But they  j u s t  had t h e  run of t h e  
farm. 

Q. When you say r o o s t ,  they  were on some s o r t  of an  appara tus  t h a t  they 
could roos t ?  

A. No, t h e r e  was j u s t  a two by f o u r  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  It j u s t  
come down from o f f  t h e  c e i l i n g  j u s t  down t o  t h e  f l o o r  and every so  o f t e n  
t h e r e  w a s  a board a c r o s s  t h e r e  o r  a pole ,  whichever you happened t o  have. 
 hat's where, they  roos ted  on them. 

Q. So r t  of a r ec t angu la r  a f f a i r  a t  t h e  end, w i t h  poles  ac ros s ,  and t h e  
chickens s tayed  on those?  

A. Yes, t h e  o l d  hens and t h e  roosters, 

Q. Did you have any problems wi th  varmints  when t h e  o l d  hens were r a i s i n g  
t h e i r  chickens? 

A. No, not  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  See, w e  was r i g h t  ou t  on t h e  p r a i r i e ,  where 
we l i ved .  You may know where t h e  p l a c e  is ,  I don ' t  know. 
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Q. Yes, I know where i t  is .  

A. It was j u s t  r i g h t  out on t h e  p r a i r i e ,  and of course,  w e  weren ' t  
bothered wi th  varmints  out  of t h e  t imbers  and s t u f f  l i ke  t h a t .  

Q. Did you have any problems wi th  chicken hawks? 

A.  Not p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  no. We had chicken hawks. If  we could, we t r i e d  
t o  shoot  them. But we never  had enough of them t o  be  a  p e s t .  

Q. You s a i d  you went t o  t h e  s i te  of t h e  Bates Experimental Road when 
they were bu i ld ing  i t .  Did you ever  go down t h e r e  when they were 
t e s t i n g  i t ?  

A.  No, only j u s t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  road t o  s e e  t h e  t rucks  and s e e  t h e  
way t h a t  they  put  down so  much, I f o r g e t  how much now. I fo rgo t  how f a r  
e a s t  t h a t  road went, bu t  what they  was doing was t e s t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  s t u f f .  
Now just: l i k e  we have ou r  conc re t e  today. Well, t hen  they 'd have a 
s e c t i o n  o f ,  i t  would be l i k e  concre te ,  bu t  i t  was made up of o t h e r  
d i f f e r e n t  t h ings  i n  i t ,  and I f o r g e t  how long those  were. These t rucks  
run up and down them, and t h e  idea  was t o  s e e  which o n e  of t hose  s e c t i o n s  
t h a t  had been put  i n  t h e r e  would s t and  up t h e  b e s t  o r  would break up. 
You see t h a t  was t h e  idea ,  t o  f i n d  out  which would be t h e  b e s t  f o r  
permanent. 

Q. What d i d  those  t rucks  look l i k e ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  t e l l  you. They j u s t  . . . j u s t  o l d  b i g  t rucks .  
That ' s  a l l  I can t e l l  you. And, of course,  they were loaded, they  
wahted t h e  weight you know, and tear those  roads up i f  they could. 

Q, Would they  have s ideboards  on them? 

A. Well, some, but  no t  much, and I r e a l l y  don ' t  know what they put on 
them f o r  weight now. I t h i n k  most ly g r a v e l  and rocks  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  
They'd go t o  t h e  o t h e r  end wherever t h a t  was, I f o r g e t  how f a r  e a s t  i t  
went, and t u r n  around and come back. You see i t  ended t h e r e  a t  t h e  road 
t h a t ,  w e l l ,  i t  goes t o  Loami, and t u r n  around and go back, back and f o r t h ,  
j u s t  t o  wear t h i s  road out. Now, how long i t  took,  I couldn ' t  t e l l  you. 

Q. These t rucks  were more o r  l e s s  a  f l a t b e d  t ruck?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. The cab was connected t o  t h e  body of t h e  t ruck ,  o r  d id  they  have a 
cab on them? 

A. Yes, i f  I remember r i g h t  they had a  cab. O f  course  noth ing  l i k e  t h e  
cabs today, bu t  i t  was more o r  l e s s  of a  cab. I f  h e  remembered i t ,  of 
course,  he  l i v e s  so  f a r  away, he  could t e l l  you the  most about i t .  Do 
you know Ed Burns, Lee 's  b ro the r?  

Q* No. 
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A. He's n ine ty  y e a r s  o ld .  He's i n  a l o t  b e t t e r  shape than  me y e t .  
Did you t e l l  t h e  w i fe  you went over  t o  Lee and Molly's yes te rday?  

Q, I t a lked  t o  Molly yes te rday .  

A, Yes, you t a l k e d  t o  her .  W e l l ,  you s e e  they ce l eb ra t ed ,  they d i d n ' t  
have any c e l e b r a t i o n ,  t h e i r  s i x t i e t h  wedding anniversary  l a s t  September. 
The t h i r t i e t h  of September they  w a s  married s i x t y  yea r s .  And Molly is  
j u s t ,  c a n ' t  be over  a year  o r  so younger t han  Lee. And Lee is ,  I ' m  
about four  months o lde r  t han  Lee. 

Q 

A.  
t h e  

MW. 

A. 

MW. 

A. 

MW. 

A. 

9. 

A.  

Where does Ed Burns l i v e ?  

Mary, where does Ed Burns l i v e ?  ( c a l l s  t o  h i s  
k i tchen)  

Peoria .  

I t 's  up i n  t h a t  a r e a  somewhere. 

Eureka? 

No, i t  could be Peoria .  

I b e l i e v e  Peor ia .  

But i t ' s  some sma l l e r  town t h a t  he  d id  l i v e  i n  

Did he  work on t h a t  road? 

wi fe ,  Mary Jane ,  i n  

I doubt i t  very  much. He may have some. But h e ' s  about one of t h e  
o l d e s t .  O f  course,  Tim S tap le ton  down he re ,  I don ' t  know whether you 
know him o r  not .  

Q. Yes. 

A.  See, h e ' s  n ine ty .  

Q. H e  d i d n ' t  l i v e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  though, d id  he? 

A. No. O f  course,  Ed Burns d i d n ' t  e i t h e r .  You know where t h e  Burns 
p l ace  was, where Ed Pu l s  l i v e s  now? 

Q. Yes. 

A. That was Ed's o l d  home. 

Q .  You think h e  would have good memories of t h e  bu i ld ing  of t h e  road? 

A. Yes. The way they  t a lked ,  he  would, yes .  I haven ' t  seen him f o r  
s e v e r a l  yea r s  myself.  But, h e ' s  p r e t t y  hea l thy  and p r e t t y  spry.  H e  
and h i s  sister, Cora, and well, they  had an o l d e r  s i s t e r ,  Lucy. She 
had t h e  one daughter .  Of  course,  she  had a son and he  d i ed  when h e  
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was j u s t  a l i t t l e  fel low.  They l i v e  t h e r e  on Edwards S t r e e t ,  West 
Edwards, and Ed would walk downtown every morning. He s tayed  t h e r e  
p a r t  of t h e  time. P r e t t y  good f o r  a man g e t t i n g  around n ine ty  yea r s  
o ld .  

Q. Did the people b u i l d i n g  t h e  road buy any s u p p l i e s  of any kind from 
t h e  people around the re?  

A.  Well, yes.  Now I so ld  them hay t o  feed t h e i r  horses  and mules. 
And I suppose l i k e l y  maybe somebody e l s e  s o l d  them corn.  Tha t ' s  a l l  
they  f ed  horses  and mules then  w a s  hay and corn,  and I suppose they 
bought corn someplace. I know I s o l d  them hay. And I don ' t  know who 
t o  now. They j u s t  come up t o  t h e  farm and got  i t .  

Q. Did they  use ho r ses  o r  mules t h a t  belonged t o  l o c a l  people as a 
genera l  th ing?  

A.  Yes, they'd h i r e  t h e s e  teams. J u s t  l i k e  Earl Loving. H e  had two 
teams on t h a t .  He was pa id  s o  much f o r  t h e  use  of t h a t  team, see .  

Q. Did he  f u r n i s h  t h e  d r i v e r ,  o r  [ d i d ]  t h e  con t r ac to r?  

A. I don' t  know t h a t  he  furn ished  those.  H i s  b ro the r  Lloyd l i v e s  
r i g h t  h e r e  next  door,  and he  t o l d  m e t h e o t h e r  day t h a t  Ea r l  had two 
teams on t h a t  job. Now whether he ,  who t h e  d r i v e r s  were, I don ' t  know. 

Q. You don ' t  know i f  they  f ed  t h e  teams o r  i f  t h e  people t h a t  were 
using them fed  them? 

A, Well, no. I presume t h a t  t h e  d r i v e r s  u sua l ly  f ed  them. I t h i n k  so .  

Q. Did they have any barns  o r  p l aces  t o  keep t h e  ho r ses  o r  mules t h e r e  
whi le  they  were bu i ld ing  t h a t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. Did most of  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  t a k e  p l ace  i n  t h e  summertime? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. Was t h e  t e s t i n g  done i n  t h e  summertime o r  was i t  done year  round? 

A.  W e l l ,  most of i t ,  I th ink ,  was done i n  t h e  summertime o r  when t h e  
weather was good, you know. I cou ldn ' t  say  f o r  su re .  I was never  down 
t h e r e  very much. I ' d  j u s t  r i d e  down t h e r e  and look. I d i d n T t  have time 
t o  be  f o o l i n g  w i t h  them. 

Q. Did they s t o p  t h e  t e s t i n g  dur ing  a r a i n  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  o r  was 
it j u s t  gene ra l ly  maybe a snowstorm t h a t  would s t o p  them? 

A. Well, they d i d n ' t  l e t  r a i n  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  s t o p  them, b u t  a 
snowstorm would s t o p  them. But, I doubt i f  they  run them dur ing  t h e  
winter t ime.  
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Q. Do you know If any people who worked on t h e  road s tayed  i n  t h e  
immediate a r e a  t h e r e  wi th  any f a m i l i e s ?  

A. I don ' t  know of anybody t h a t ,  a s  you say  wi th  a family;  course  
l i k e  I say  now, George Marr over he re ,  h e ' s  i n  h i s  e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s ,  
I th ink .  I t h i n k  he worked on t h e  road.  W e l l ,  of c o u r s c h e  w a s  a 
young man then,  and Lloyd Loving s a i d  t h a t  he worked t h e r e  a s h o r t  
time. H e  d i d n ' t  say  [how long] .  And I t h i n k  George was, I t h i n k  t h e  
boy, i f  I remember him t e l l i n g  m e  r i g h t ,  I t h i n k  h e ' s  seventy-two 
yea r s  o l d  now. 

Q. Where d i d  he l i v e  a t  t ha t  time? 

A. Who? 

Q. M r .  Loving. 

A. Well, it was sou theas t  of Curran. 

Q. And where d i d  Mr. M a n  l i v e ?  

A. I don ' t  know. 

Q. He d i d n ' t  l i v e  i n  New Ber l in  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  d id  he? 

A. Of course,  I knew t h e  boys. There was t h r e e  o r  f o u r  o r  f i v e  of 
them, bu t  I never  knew t h e i r  parents .  

Q. They d id  l i v e  somewhere nearby though? 

A.  Yes, they e i t h e r  l i v e d  o r  boarded ow something around t h e  community. 
O f  course,  t h e r e  was one t h a t  d i d  l i v e  over  here .  He's been dead about 
e i g h t  o r  n i n e  y e a r s ,  I guess.  He'd be  about n ine ty  yea r s  o ld .  I t h i n k  
he  was eighty-one when h e  passed away. Her and I used t o ,  w e  v i s i t e d  
back and forth a l o t  when h e  and h i s  w i f e  w e r e  both living. They're 
both  gone now. 

Q. You s a i d  you came t o  New Ber l in  t o  h igh  school? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How many y e a r s  d i d  t h e  high school  go a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Three yea r s .  

Q. Haw many yea r s  d i d  you a t t e n d  t h e  country school  a t  Bates be fo re  you 
came t o  the  h igh  school? 

A.  Well, I w a s  nine y e a r s  o ld  when we moved t o  Bates, and I guess I was 
about maybe fou r t een  when I s t a r t e d  h igh  school .  So that would be about 
f i v e  years ,  wouldn't  i t ?  I was seventeen when I graduated from high  
school.  O f  course,  now they ' r e  e ighteen  bu t  they  have fou r  yea r s  of i t ,  
you see .  But w e  j u s t  had one t eache r  fo r  t h e  whole school .  It w a s  a 
country school ,  you know. And t h a t ' s  where my k ids  went, t o  Bates  t o  
school.  
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Q. When you were i n  t h e  country s chool be fo re  you o  h igh  
school ,  what were some of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you s t u d i e d ,  o r  do you 
remember t h a t ?  

came t 

A. Not p a r t i c u l a r l y .  J u s t  a  gene ra l  [course] .  No, nothing p a r t i c u l a r  
l i k e  you do i n  h igh  schools .  

Q. What d id  you s tudy i n  high school? 

A. Oh, geometry and Lat in ,  h i s t o r y  and English and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  
I had, I th ink ,  two y e a r s  of La t in .  That w a s  about my e a s i e s t  s u b j e c t .  
I could j u s t  p i ck  up a  book of L a t i n  and read i t  l i k e  . . . 

END OF SIDE ONE 

Q. M r .  Wilson, can you t e l l  me what t h e  people i n  t h e  a r e a  thought 
about t h e  bu i ld ing  of t h e  Experimental Road? 

A. Well, I t h i n k  they thought t h a t  t h e  government had gone n u t s ,  
spending a l l  t h a t  money. They [were] j u s t  l i k e  they a r e  today, spending 
too much money. They couldn ' t  f i g u r e  t h a t  they needed tha t  road. 

Q. Do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  f e e l i n g  about i t  changed as t h e  t e s t i n g  went 
on? 

A. No, I don' t  t h ink  so.  I never  heard much about i t  myself.  

Q. Do you remember t h e  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  main hard road t h a t  followed 
a long  t h a t  r i g h t  of way l a t e r ?  

A.  No. 

Q. Do you t h i n k  i t  proved a s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  people i n  genera l?  

A. Oh, yes.  Of course,  people i n  gene ra l  a f t e r  t hose  o t h e r s ,  thought 
they was going t o  have something when they  got  a hard road through 
t h e r e ,  you know. I don ' t  know whether t h a t  Experimental Road went as 
f a r  e a s t  as Curran o r  n o t .  I r e a l l y  don ' t  know. O f  course,  t h e r e ' s  
people t h a t ,  Russe l l  King was born p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  i t ,  but Russe l l  is  
seventy-two yea r s  o ld .  Whether he 'd  remember anything o r  no t  t h e r e .  
They l i v e d  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  i t ,  I know. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  pay any p a r t i c u l a r  v i s i t s  t o  watch t h e  bu i ld ing  of t h e  
main road then? 

A. (shook h i s  head no) 

Q. About how long a f t e r  t h e  f i n i s h  of t h e  t e s t i n g  d id  they begin t h e  
main road through New B e r l i n ?  






































