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Q: Well, you must have mixed emotions then about Ca r te r v i l l e .  You sa id  
i t  was a happy time. Yet you had t h i s  going on a l l  the  time too. 

A: Well i t  d i d n ' t  l as t ,  only about three years. 

Q: About three years. 

A: Yet. And then Birger k i l l e d  the mayor of  some l i t t l e  town over 
there, j u s t  ca l led  him t o  the f r o n t  door and shot him down, you know, 
and t h a t ' s  what they hung him fo r .  

Q: Yes. 

A: But do you know he f i x e d  up some k ind o f  a t ruck and made i t  i n t o  
a- -wel l ,  i t  was j u s t  l i k e  they had i n  the war. He had somebody t o  f i x  
i t  tha t  way and he could d r i ve  t ha t  and j u s t  shoot out  of tha t  and . . : 

Q: Yes,- an armored t ruck.  

A: Yes, i t  was an armored truck. And i t  wasn't r e a l l y  i n  the  army but  
he had one made. 

Q: Did he l i v e  a t  Shady Rest, h i s  headquarters, i s  tha t  where he l i ved?  

A: Yes. That was awful. 

Q: Yes. I read about the bombing a lso of  . . . 

A: Well, we went down-Frank's brother l i ved  down i n  Harrisburg. And 
tha t  happened on Saturday night .  And we went down on Sunday morning. 
And of course we drove r i g h t  by Shady Rest. And we saw i t  burning. And 
we stopped, you know. You never j u s t  feared everything. And we stopped 
there. And we stopped there and walked r i g h t  out and walked around, you 
know, and looked down i n t o  the basement where i t  was roaring, And 
d i d n ' t  r ea l i ze  tha t  there was dead people down there. They'd k i l l e d  
them and throwed them down i n  there and then burned the place. 

Q: But you d i d n ' t  know i t  a t  the time. 
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A: Oh no. We d i d n ' t  know it. 

Q: Who a l l  was i n  there? 

A: I t  was about two or three days t i l l  i t  a l l  cooled down and they found 
them. 

Q: Yes. 

A: I t  was awful and . . . 

Q: Ei ther Betty t o l d  me or you t o l d  me t ha t  you taught the Birger 
ch i ld ren i n  school. 

A: Not the Birgers, the . . . 

Q: The Shelton chi ldren.  

A: Shelton-Lulu. 

Q: Oh, i t  was only one Shelton. 

A: One Shelton g i r l .  One of the boys-and I can ' t  remember h i s  
name-his father was k i l l e d  out  there a t  Colp, shot down on the s t reet .  
See, they f i gu red  the school-now he was white. They wouldn't  a l low the 
colored ones t o  come i n  but  he was sent i n t o  school and h i s  fa ther  was 
k i l l e d  because-they always sa id  because he had switched from the 
Sheltons over t o  the Birgers t o  buy the bootleg. 

Q: Oh. What was Lulu Shelton l i k e ?  

A: Just  as 'cute a l i t t l e  g i r l  as you ever saw. And calm and s t i l l  and 
reserved and dark, had rea l  dark ha i r ,  j u s t  a per fec t  l i t t l e  g i r l .  1 
f e l t  80 sorry f o r  her, but she turned out t o  be a regular gunmol l .  

Q: Oh, r e a l l y ?  

A: Yes, she did.  See, there 's  never but one of those Shelton boys tha t  
ever turned o u t - t o  be anything but  a bootleg and a gambler and-a 
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murderer. 

Q: Do you have any idea why? 

A: And he was a farmer over around on the east s ide someplace--1 don ' t  
remember, way up i n  some county up i n  there. They used t o  c a l l  i t  the 
county. You know, the Birgers took the-now I can ' t  th ink  of  the man's 
name. He was a s ta te  pol ice.  They took him out and k i l l e d  him, shot 
him i n  the f i e l d  up i n  White County because he had known when the 
Birgers s t o l e  something and knew they made a b i g  ra id .  And then another 
thing, what they did-his w i f e  taught school. I knew her. And . . . 

Q: Raids on what? What were the r a i d s  on? 

A: Well, stores and things tha t  they robbed? 

Q: I n  Ca r te r v i l l e?  

A: No, not i n  Ca r te r v i l l e .  

Q: I n  S t .  Louis? 

A: I t  was far ther  over i n  the county. 

Q: I see. 

A: Farther south. I don ' t  remember j u s t  which place i t was. They 
took-and t h i s  po l ice ,  he knew about the d i f f e r e n t  things but  he never 
t o l d  on them. Now I ' m  sure they thought he would t e l l .  And o f  course 
they took h i s  w i f e  out  too. She was going t o  have a baby. 

Q: Oh dear. 

A: And they k i l l e d  her and throwsd her down i n  an o l d  mine. And they 
had t o  go down i n  there and get her out. And they took him and k i l l e d  
him up i n  White County. 

Q: I see. 
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A: They sa id  they shot him f i r s t  and i t  d i d n ' t  k i l l  him. And they 
wanted t o  take him out  o f  Williamson County. And so they drove-that 
White County i s  up towards, wel l ,  i t ' s  on i t s  way t o  East S t .  Louis, 
where the Shelton's f i n a l l y  moved, you know. 

Q: They moved out  of  Williamson County eventual ly. 

A: Yes, they moved out  o f  Williamson County. But they was back i n  every 
once i n  a while, you know. And Carl Shelton was the n i ces t  looking boy 
you ever saw. 

Q: Now tha t  was the one tha t  became a farmer. 

A: No, he never-no, he was murdered. And so was Bernie and so was the 
other one. I can ' t  remember h i s  name r i g h t  now. 

Q: I n  one o f  these books they sa id  t ha t  Char l ie Birger would take 
groceries t o  the poor people and throw coins t o  the school ch i ld ren.  

A: He d id .  He did.  They said he was j u s t  as fair and.nice and pleasant 
a man. I ' v e  seen him several times but  I  d i d n ' t  know him. But the 
Birpers. . . 

Q: You d i d n ' t  ever t a l k  t o  him. 

A: I  never ta lked t o  him. No, I never ta lked t o  him. But Frank went t o  
see him hung. 

Q: Was tha t  a b i g  doing? 

A: Oh i t  was a b i g  a f f a i r ,  yes. 

Q: Was he t r i e d  i n  Williamson County? 

A:  Yes, a t r i a l .  

Q: And there was a large crowd a t  the hanging. 

A: Yes. He was hung a t  some other county, they t r i e d  him-at some other 
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county. 

Q: But he was hung i n  . . . 

A: I t h i n k  he was hung-that book w i l l  t e l l  you. 

Q: Right .  

A: Yes, i t  w i l l  t e l l  you. 

Q: But there  was a b i g  crowd. 

A: They used t o  have, yes, there was a b i g  crowd. Frank sa id  he walked 
up just as brave as could be and I t h i n k  h i s  w i f e  and a l l ,  they a l l  knew 
t h a t  he was going t o  be hung. They wasn' t  there. 

Q: They al.so, i n  these books, mentioned gambling on bu l l dog  f i g h t s  and 
cock f i g h t s .  

A: Yes they d id .  

Q: Did you ever see . . . 

A: No. No, I never saw them. That was over a t  Shady Rest t h a t  they d i d  
a1 1 t h a t .  

Q: Oh, i t  was a l l  done r i g h t  a t  the  headquarters a t  Shady Rest. 

A: Yes. Yes i t  was, They even h i r e d  planes t o  f l y  over places and bomb 
them, you know, just l i k e  a war. It was j u s t  l i k e  a war .  

Q: Yes. 

A: And then t h a t  t h i n g  i n  Herr in,  t h a t  was awful.  

Q: What was t h a t ?  
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A: The miners come i n  from Chicago. O r ,  they wasn't miners. They was 
j u s t  people tha t  needed a job. And-now, I wouldn't  have never dared, 
when I taught school i n  Her r in  t o  ever even t a l k  about that .  I f  you 
sided i n  w i th  the scabs, no t e l l i n g .  They'd have probably burned our 
house i f  we'd have done chat. Those people from Chicago-somebody went 
up there and rec ru i ted  them t o  come down here and take these jobs. But 
they d i d n ' t  t e l l  about the t rouble.  They brought them down t o  Her r in  i n  
a s t r i p  mines where they had f i r e d  the . . . 

Q: Were these whites or blacks? 

A: They were white. And the fe l lows who come down was whites. 

Q: But there were not enough people i n  the area t o  f i l l  those jobs, 
r i g h t ?  

A: No. We1 

Q: Yes. We 

1, people wouldn't  take a scab job. 

1 1 ,  describe a scab job. 

A: Well, the miners was union. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And they struck f o r  higher wages. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And then they wouldn't  work f o r  what they o f fered them. So they went 
up t o  Chicago and got these fe l lows a l l  t o  come down. And same o f  them 
was well educated fel lows. And they j u s t  shot them down i n  the s t ree t .  

Q: Just shot them down i n  the s t ree t .  

A: Well, they made them crawl  out  t o  the . . . 

Q: I thought those were blacks t ha t  they made . . . 

A: No, they wasn't blacks. 
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Q: They were white. 

A: They was whi te people. 

Q: That they made crawl out  t o  the cemetery. 

A: Yes. They was from Chicago. 

A: And they k i l l e d  them, twenty-nine of them. And the fe l low t h a t  was 
the head o f  the mines, he had a wooden leg. Then--l don ' t  know i f  you 
ever saw what they ca l led  a peg leg. 

Q: Yes, I have. 

A: Well, he had a peg leg. I t ' s  not j u s t  a wooden leg. I t ' s  something - 

t ha t  they keep the knee on i f  i t ' s  o f f  a t  the knee and you j u s t  peg 
along, you know, i t ' s  wired on or i t ' s  strapped on some way or other. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And he t o l d  them he cou ldn ' t  walk any fa r ther  and they j u s t  shot him 
r i g h t  there, r i g h t  i n  the s t r ee t  and l e f t  him lay. 

Q: Oh. 

A: I wasn't teaching then i n  the school there. I was teaching i n  
C a r t e r v i l l e  when t ha t  happened. But then t ha t  evening a f t e r  Frank got 
home from-all the mines q u i t ,  you know, they went t o  help the union 
men, you know. But Frank never ca r r ied  a gun. And he said he just 
stood back and d i d n ' t  do anything, only j u s t  watched. And he erne home 
and the next day then we went over there t o  t h i s  mine and sew i t  
burning. They'd burned a l l  their-they l i v e d  i n  cars o f f  of r a i l r oad  
tracks, you know, oh, j u s t  l i k e  a boxcar only i t  was-they had changed 
i t  i n t o  s l i v i n g  quarters. 

Q: The company had. 
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A: Yes, the company had. 

Q: This was f o r  s ing le  men. 

A: Yes, just s ing le  men. And they burned a l l  t h e i r  cook s t u f f  and t h e i r  
sleeping cars and everything tha t  was a t  t h i s  mine. And there was great 
b i g  gal lons of . . . 

Q: Now who d i d  the burning? Was t h i s  the scab labor? 

A: No, the men t ha t  was union. 

Q: I see. 

A: L ike Frank. 

Q: Yes, r i g h t .  

A: B u t  he d i d n ' t .  He said he never touched nothing. But one o f  our 
neighbors did.  And we was worr ied f o r  him.because, we thought they might 
p ick  him up but  they never did. They d i d n ' t  punish them. Nobody was 
ever hung or anything for - i f  they t r i e d  them, they t r i e d  them i n  a 
group, you know. They never d i d  charge him f o r  anything. 

Q: Did any of  t h i s  a f f e c t  Frank's re la t ionsh ip  w i t h  the men? 

A: Nb. No, i t  d i dn ' t .  He stuck w i t h  the union. 

Q: Yes. 

A: B u t  l a t e r  on he turned out t o  not-they wouldn't  l e t  him be 
the union. You see, the Peabody Coal Company wouldn' t  1st you 
b e l o n m h e n  he come here, they wouldn't  l e t  him belong t o  the 
He had t o  be a company man. But i t  never a f fec ted him any. 1 
d i d  a f f e c t  h i s  job  i n  any way. 

Q: He d i d  h i s  work and kept h i s  . . . 

A: But there, you'd see great  b i g  gal lons of peaches and pears 

long t o  

union. 
t never 

and green 
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beans and everything burning. They'd pop open, you know, and hams and . 
. 

Q: Yes. 

A: They l e t  the union miners take a l o t  o f  the s t u f f .  Then they got 
t i r e d  o f  handing i t  out, I guess, and then j u s t  burned it. And they had 
a great big---when we was there, there was a great . . . 

Q: Why would they burn a l l  the cars w i th  the food i n  i t? 

A: To get  r i d  o f  them so they wouldn't  have no place t o  stay i f  they 
t r i e d  t o  b r ing  i n  somebody else. 

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: See, they might have t r i e d  t o  b r ing  i n  some more . . . 

Q: I n  other words they j u s t  l e f t  the food i n  tihe*re. The food j u s t  
happened t o  be i n  there and they burned i t  up. 

A: Oh, it j u s t  happened t o  be i n  there. 

Q: Yes, r i g h t .  

A: And then they 'd  j u s t  burn them a l l ,  burn everything. 

Q: So tha t  no scab labor would have any place t o  l i v e  when they arr ived.  

A: Then they cou ldn ' t  come back t o  do anything. 

Q: I see. You mentioned a t  one time-and I ' v e  read i t  i n  the paper i n  
t ha t  a r t i c l e ,  your experience w i t h  Charles Lindberg. 

A: Yes. He was a n i ce  fe l low, calm, quiet .  

Q: Yes. 
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A: T a l l  and blond and t h i n .  And t h a t  plane he had t h a t  I used t o  s i t  i n  
wasn't  the  S p i r i t  of  S t .  Louis, you know. 

A: I t  was j u s t  a l i t t l e  o l d  t h i n g  t h a t  he had tha t - i t  was a l l  open. I t  
could j u s t  r a i n  i n  it, you know, and he'd d r i v e  i t  i n t o  the c a t t l e  shed, 
you know, where they fed  the  c a t t l e  ou t  there  on t h a t  farm r i g h t  south 
of town. 

Q: Was t h a t  Runt Bishop's farm? 

A: No. I t  was some people by the name of  Pendleton t h a t  had a farm down 
there. And, see, they had the cows. He used t o  laugh about how you had 
t o  walk care fu l  on account o f  the  cow manure, you know. 

Q: One o f  the  a r t i c l e s  sa id  t h a t  he used t o  come i n  and s i t  down over a t  
Runt Bishop's and . . . 

A: And d r i n k  home brew. Yes, he d id .  And she'd pop corn. The g i r l s  
never drank roo t  beer. Frank.made some r o o t  beer. One t ime I made 
some, no t  r o o t  beer, home brew. I made r o o t  beer and i t  blew up. 

Q: Oh my. Your k i t chen  must have been a mess. 

A: I t  was up here, a f t e r  I moved up here. 

Q: Oh I see. 

A: And i t  was i n  the  basement t h a t  we had rented, j u s t  a fu rn ished 
apartment. I t  was i n  the  basement and I said,  "Frank, my r o o t  beer i s  
blowing up. And he, "Yes, l e t  i t  blow up." I said, "Well, you go and 
gat  i t  out." He said, "Well, I wouldn't ."  He said, "That g lass w i l l  
just be a l l  over everything." And when it got through blowing up, i t  
was j u s t  a l l  over the  basement, r o o t  beer and we had the  a w f u l l e s t  t ime 
t o  scrub i t  up. I t  was t e r r i b l e .  

Q: Well, d i d  you get  t o  know Lingberg through Runt Bishop? I s  t h a t  how 
you knew him? 

A: Yes. Tha t l s  how we got t o  know him. Frank wouldn ' t  r i d e  w i t h  him. 
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Q: Did you? 

A: No. 

Q: Did anybody go up w i t h  him? 

A: Yes. Some of  the boys did. 

Q: He was de l i ve r ing  mail  a t  t ha t  time. 

A: He was de l i ve r ing  mail  and Runt was the postmaster. 

Q: Yes, r i gh t .  

A: I n  l a t e r  years-l showed you h i s  p i c t u re  . . . 

Q: Yes. 

A: . . . we used t o  go v i s i t  him i n  Washington, D. C. 

Q: How o f t en  d i d  Lindberg come? 

A: Well, i t  would be a couple o f  times a week. I know we used t o  see 
him about tha t  much. And-oh, you know when anybody would cane t o  town 
i t  war something new and d i f f e ren t ,  you know, and espec ia l ly  i n  an 
airplane. But we d i d n ' t  th ink  he was too special,  you know. But one of 
the g i r l s  d i d n ' t  date him, she dated the other boy tha t  come w i t h  him 
one time. And then a f t e r  he got  t o  be so noted she could have kicked 
herse l f  f o r  not having a date w i t h  Lindberg. 

Q: Well, he d i d  stay around town then, overnight and things l i k e  that .  

A: Oh yes. Yes, he'd stay. There was another man i n  C a r t e r v i l l e  tha t  
was very interested i n  airplanes. And l a te r  on M r .  Simpson bought a 
plane, t h a t  l i ved  i n  Ca r te r v i l l s .  He had the Ford agency f o r  
automobiles. And he bought a plane, but  i t  wasn't much bigger than 
Lindberg's l i t t l e ,  what he had. You j u s t  stepped up i n  it. And there 
was-n't no door or anything, there t o  shut. And he'd just  run tha t  i n  
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t h a t  cow barn, there  was j u s t  th ree sides t o  the th ing .  And he'd j u s t  
run the  engine in ,  you know, so i t  wouldn ' t  r a i n .  

Q: Right .  

A: Then he'd cover i t  up and one o f  the boys would take him back t o  
Runt 's  and we'd a l l  go back there and Runt had made home brew and they 'd  
d r i n k  tha t .  I t  was k ind  of  weak. 

Q: How d i d  you make home brew? 

A: Well, i t  was w i t h  yeast. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q: You d o n ' t  know. 

A: I never made i t ,  I d o n ' t  know. I made r o o t  beer and i t  blew up. The 
k i d s  laugh now about, "Grandma, d i d  you use too  much of something?" 1 
says, "Well, i t  was the  yeast t h a t  made i t  blow up." 

Q: Oh r e a l l y ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: I ' v e  never made anyth ing l i k e  tha t .  Some o f  our neighbors d i d  wh i l e  
I was growing up and I . . . 

A: I t  tas ted good. We'd pu t  sugar i n  it. I t  worked. Like, you know, 
you used t o  se t  yeast i n  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  f l o u r  and water, you know, and 
mix i t  up. And i t  would swel l  up b ig ,  you know. And Frank 's  mother 
used t o  s e l l  yeast. She made yeast t o  s e l l .  

Q: Oh she d i d ?  H o w  d i d  she make the yeast? 

A: Cornmeal and then she had something t h a t  you made i t  r i s e  w i t h  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  know. But I never w i l l  f o r g e t  how she took a sheet and l a i d  i t  i n  
on the  p a r l o r  f l oo r  where she d i d n ' t  use, where the  organ was and the  
se t tee  and you know, a l l  those th ings  and spread the  sheet ou t  on the  
c lean sheet, and she'd have i t  a l l  l a i d  out there t o  dry.  And i t  was 
mixed w i t h  cornmeal. She must have had s m e  k i n d  o f  yeast o r  something 
and mixed i t  with-l d o n ' t  know what she mixed i n  w i t h  it. And, you 
know, she j u s t  so ld  i t . f o r  t en  cents a cup. 
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Q: I see. 

A: I t  was ten  cents. 

Q: I t  was d r i e d  yeast. 

A: I t  was dry. 

Q: I t  wasn't  i n  b locks or  anything. 

A: No, no, i t  was j u s t  crumbly. The cornmeal would make i t  crumble. 
And then you'd take a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  t h a t  and set i t  w i t h  your water and 
f l o u r  and sugar and l e t  i t  r i s e  and t h a t  would make enough f o r ,  oh, a 
lot of loaves o f  bread. 

Q: Sure, sure, t h a t  would be an awful l o t .  

A: She used t o  bake bread and s e l l  i t  too, anything. See, they had n ine 
ch i  ldren.  

Q: Wow. That 's  a l o t ,  

A: I hops I ' m  t a l k i n g  p l a i n  enough. 

Q: Yes, you are. I t ' s  coming o u t  f i n e .  What d i d  you do f o r  your soc 
l i f e  i n  C a r t e r v i l l e  when you and Frank l i v e d  there? 

A: Oh, we went t o  p a r t i e s  and Sunday School and church and they 'd  have 
a l l  k inds  o f  p a r t i e s  and went t o  every dance i n  the  country, drove t o  
a l l  the  d i f f e r e n t  towns around, you know, l i t t l e  towns where they 'd  have 
a b i g  dance. We'd go, oh, a whole bunch o f  us together, took our own 
bunch w i t h  us, you know. H e r r i n  was c lose and they had b i g  bands i n  a l l  
the time. You know, a l l  the b i g  bands came t o  Her r in .  I t k a s  a b i g  
p lace then. 

+ .  Q: Well, d i d  they have a b i g  community center t h a t  . . . 

A: Yes, they 've gat a big-they always had a great  big-i don ' t  know 
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what-there was game lodge t h a t  had a great  b i g  p lace there. But I 
d o n ' t  remember what the name o f  i t  was, b u t  we used t o  go over the re  a l l  
the time. Then there  was a place a t  Marion t h a t  we used t o  dance, a 
country c lub.  They had a l i t t l e  lake around, you know, and i t  was b u i l t  
ou t  between C a r t e r v i l l e  and Marion. And then Cereal Springs, t h a t  was a 
place where they had a b i g  n i c e  ho te l  t h a t  you could eat .  They had 
spr ings there, you know, a p lace t o  go and swim and th ings  l i k e  tha t .  

Q: Yes. 

A: Oh, we t rave led  a l o t  through the summer when Frank wou ldn ' t  be 
working. 

Q: How many days a year d i d  he work usua l ly?  

A: Well, genera l ly  they s t ruck  along i n  A p r i l  and unless he went t o  some 
other  town and worked he wou ldn ' t  have any work u n t i l  September. 

Q: I f  he went t o  some other town, what would he do? 

A: We1 1, I 
automoblie 
bunch from 

' 1 1  t e l l  you where we went, up t o  F l i n t ,  Michigan t o  the  
fac to ry .  And he'd go e a r l y  i n  A p r i l ,  go up there w i t h  a b i g  
C a r t e r v i l l e  and get  jobs  there, they would. And then . . . 

Q: Would you go w i t h  him? 

A: No, because 1 was teaching school. 

Q: In the  summertime? 

A: Yes, and I ' d  teach t i l l  June. 

Q: I sac. 

A: And Be t t y  Lou would be i n  school and then we would d r i v e  up t o  
Michigan, F l i n t ,  Hichigen. And he 'd  have an apartment rented, poor as 
anyth ing you ever saw. We'd s tay  up there then u n t i l  f a l l  when school 
would s t a r t .  

Q: Af te r  Labor Day? 
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A: Af te r  Labor Day i t  genera l ly  s tar ted .  We wouldn' t  know i t  b u t  
several times we took t r i p s ,  take two weeks o f f  and go through Canada 
and cross over i n t o  Canada on a f e r r y ,  you know; take our car and have a 
k i t c h e n  th ing,  k i n d  o f  l i k e  a t runk on the  back o f  t he  car, an o l d  Ford. 
And have every th ing  t h a t  we could cook in,  you know, and take a t r i p  
through Canada. 

Q: Did you camp i n  ten ts?  

A: Had a t e n t  and would cook a l l  o f  our meals. We c o u l d n ' t  a f f o r d  t o  
buy a l l  o f  it, you know. And get  t h a t  dons and come i n  t o  Niagara F a l l s  
maybe and go on down i n t o  New York and Pennsylvania and around, you 
know, and see every th ing  and Washington, D. C. and George Washington's 
home and make a t r i p  through there. And then maybe another t ime we'd go 
i n t o  the  New England s ta tes  when we'd come back. And genera l ly  when we 
got  home--of course my school would s t a r t  and Bet ty  Lou's would. And 
maybe by the t ime we go t  there, why, they 'd  say, "Well, Monday the 
mine's would s t a r t , "  you know. So  he 'd  get  back t o  h i s  job.  One o f  our 
neighbors always took care of  our house f o r  us, you know. 

Q: How many summers d i d  Frank go up t o  F l i n t ,  Michigan, f o r  work? 

A: Well I know three. 

Q: What d i d  he do the  o ther  summers? 

A: Well they d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  every summer. 

Q: They d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  every summer. 

A: They might work one o r  two days a week, enough t o  g i ve  you enough t o  
eat,  you know. And we owned our own house and d i d n ' t  owe anyth ing on 
it. And o f  course I taught school and had some money saved. 

Q: When.did you f i n i s h  paying o f f  your house? 

A: I t  d i d n ' t  take us very long and we p a i d  h a l f  o f  i t  on the  house when 
we bought it. And the  other  ha l f - l  thought, "Oh my lands,"-l t h i n k  
about s i x  hundred and f i f t y  d o l l a r s  was l e f t .  I thought, "Oh, what i n  
the world w i l l  we ever do t o  pay a l l  o f  that?"  That sounded l i k e  a 
m i l l i o n  t o  m t .  And fin all.^, the  f i r s t  t h i n g  we knew, we had i t  paid. 
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Then i n  the rounds we l o s t  the f i v e  thousand then you know and what we 
had i n  the bank. But l a t e r  on, i n  three years we got i t  back when the 
banks opened again. We signed a waiver t ha t  we wouldn't  t r y  t o  get i t  
u n t i l ,  you know . . . 

Q: They'd recovered. 

A: . . . t i l l  they could pay it. 

Q: Was there any community organizat ion t ha t  helped fami l i es  when they 
were out of work i n  Ca r te r v i l l e?  

A: The miners paid a l i t t l e  something, you know, the miners' union would 
pay. You got a l i t t l e  b i t .  I don ' t  remember how much i t  was but  i t  
would be j u s t 4 i d  you read i n  the paper where t h i s  mine down here i s  
going t o  open up down the l i ne?  

A: That 's  going 20 be a good th ing  f o r  Spr ingf ie ld .  There w i l l  be q u i t e  . 
a few fe l lows who w i l l  get a job down there. 

Q: I ' m  sure they surely w i l l ,  yes. But there was nothing i n  
Ca r te r v i l l e ,  f o r  instance, l i k e  S t .  John's bread l i n e  or anything l i k e  
tha t?  

A:  Oh no. 

Q: They d i d n ' t  have any . . . 

A: No. 

Q: It was e i the r  done through the unions or the churches probably. 

A: Yes. Churches, I imagine, d id .  I know we kept ourselves p r e t t y  wel l  
above water but d i d  you ever have a hard time, L iz?  

Q: During the Depression? I d i d n ' t .  Friends o f  ours did. 
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A: I wondered i f  you had ever l i v e d  through anything l i k e  t ha t  that  
bothered you. 

Q: I have memories of i t  but  our fami ly  was for tunate enough t o  b m e  
d i d n ' t  have a l o t ,  but  we had enough t o  l i v e  on. 

A: Well, I guess we had enough t o  l i v e  l i k e  anybody else. A l l  o f  our 
f r i ends  was i n  the same--but now i t  looks l i k e  we was awfu l ly  poor. But 
I guest we wasn't, you know, too bad. You know, i t  cou ldn ' t  have been 
too bad i f  I was teaching school and Frank was working a l l  the time. 
And we wasn't no b i g  spenders. O f  course I dressed be t te r  than I should 
have, I guess, because I bought a f u r  coat one time and the school board 
d i d n ' t  l i k e  it. 

Q: How much d i d  you pay f o r  the f u r  coat, do you remember? 

A: Six hundred and f i f t y  do l la rs .  

Q: Oh? Why would the school board object? 

A: Why d i d  they ob ject  to, and wouldn't  l e t  us have ou r -ha i r  cut?  

Q: Well the f u r  coat seems even stranger. 

A: I t  d i d  t o  me too. 

Q: Yes. 

A: No, they thought, "If she buys a f u r  coat and l i ves  w i t h  her husband, 
l e t  her husband take care of  her. And l e t  some poor young g i r l  take her 
job.'' 

A: And the.schoo1 board d i d n ' t  want t o  do t ha t  because they knew I was 
too good of a teacher t o  t u rn  loose. Now t ha t ' s  not bragging on myself. 

Q: No, i t ' s  j u s t  the t ru th .  
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A: The t ru th .  

Q: A f ac t .  

A: And they knew it. 

Q: We ta lked about t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  back, but  we digressed-hat other 
things d i d  the school baard requ i re  you t o  do? 

A: Well, you cou ldn ' t  have drank. O f  course a t  t ha t  time there were an 
awful l o t  of  people who drank. 

Q: Yes .  

A: Of course you know, I 've never drank. I never had i t i n me. 

Q: You cou ldn ' t  smokq e i the r  when-that would have been . . . 

A: Well, I never wanted t o  smoke. 

Q: But i f  a teacher did, i t  would have . . . 

A: Oh, they wouldn't  have allowed t ha t  a t  a l l .  I f  anybody would have 
seen a teacher smoke, thsy would have reported i t  r i g h t  away t o  the 
school board, the parents would. And i f  they ever saw them go i n  a 
saloon or  anything-you know, women d i d n ' t  go i n  saloons then. There 
wasn't any-the only thing, they ca l led  them speakeasies where you 
bought bootleg s t u f f  t o  dr ink .  And men went in. But no woman be t te r  
ever go in.  They d i d n ' t  even want us t o  wear l i p s t i c k  or anything ar 
rouge. You know, a t  tha t  time everybody was wearing l i p s t i c k  and rouge 
and having bobbed ha i r .  

Q: Teachers cou ldn ' t  do tha t .  

A: What would these g i r l s  do now? And then you had t o  have your dresses 
so long. You know, you couldn't-and then thsy never wore slacks or  
anything l i k e  that .  You had t o  be a k ind o f  an ideal  person. 

Q: An example. 
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A: An example f o r  ch i ld ren,  which i s  r i g h t .  

Q: I t  i s  r i g h t .  

A: I t  i s  r i g h t .  

Q: Did you have tenure? 

A: No. No, we d i d n ' t  have tenure. No, we never heard of  the  word even. 
They never even . . . 

Q: How do you f e e l  about tenure? 

A: Well, sometimes I t h i n k  i t  might be a l l  r i g h t  and other times-you 
know, t h e r e ' s  bound t o  be some of those t e a c h e r s n o w ,  the re ' s  one t h a t  
they t r y  every ance i n  a whi le,  you know, h igh  school. 

. Q: Yes, I know who you mean. 

A: I d o n ' t  know her. 

Q: I d o n ' t  know her e i t h e r .  

A: But I hear about her. And there  must be something wrong w i t h  her. 
She must do something bad. 

-Q: Yes. 

A: Now t h a t ' s  the  way I f e e l  about i t .  They say she swears a l l  the  time 
which i s  a very  bad example, I th ink ,  f o r  ch i l d ren .  

Q: I do too. 

A: No matter i f . t h e y l r e  h igh  school k ids .  They don ' t  need t o  swear or  
hear the-you know, i f  they love a teacher and t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  an ideal  
person I wouldn ' t  want t o  se t  t h a t  example. I wou ldn ' t  t h i n k  o f  
swearing i n  f r o n t  o f  a person. 
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Q: So you have mixed emotions about tenure i n  teaching? 

A: Yes. I think-sametimes I th ink  it's-now the re ' s  some o f  the 
teachers over a t  Bet ty  Lou's school-she d o n ' t  c r i t i c i z e  them, bu t  I do, 
the  way they dress. They wear o l d  s lacks and o l d  sweat s h i r t s  and they 
don ' t  look no more l i k e  a teacher ought t o  look than what i n  the  world. 
O f  course Be t t y  Lou always looks good, she dresses n ice.  But I 

- wouldn't- l t h i n k  there  ought t o  be a dress code, r e a l l y  I do. 

Q: Yes, o f  same s o r t .  

A: Yes, of some so r t .  Not t o  wear such c lo thes  as I see them over 
there. And i f  they make t h a t  k i n d  o f  a sa lary ,  they 've got  enough money 
they could dress t o  look l i k e  something. And be an example f o r  
ch i l d ren .  You c a n ' t  teach people t o  look l i k e  a slouch and t r y  t o  teach 
them t o  be neat and dressed up and . . . 

Q: I n  other  words, i f  you want them t o  be neat i n  your schoolwork, they 
have t o  be neat i n  t h e i r  person. 

A: Yes, you'd .have t o  be neat a1 1 around. 

End o f  Side Two, Tape Four 

Q: Well, we've ta l ked  very l i t t l e  about Frank, Marie, and I ' d  l i k e  t o  
t a l k  about h i s  e a r l y  l i f e  a l i t t l e  b i t .  

A: Yes. 

Q: Before you met him, t e l l  me a l i t t l e  b i t  about h i s  fami ly .  

A: Well, I could t e l l  h i s  mother 's name. 

Q: H i s  mother and fa the r  and poss ib l y  what h i s  father d i d  and how many 
were i n  the fam i l y  and t h a t  sort of th ing.  

A: Well, h i s  mother 's  name was Clara M i l l hous  t o  begin w i th .  And they 
were Pennsylvania Dutch j u s t  1 ike  my background was. And h i s '  fa ther  was 
named Henry Wi l l iams and they were from Tennessee. And the re ' s  a l i t t l e  
b i t  of  Ind ian mixed back someplace. 
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Q: Rea 1 1 y? 

A: Yes. I  d o n ' t  know j u s t  exac t l y  about i t  because i t  was before my 
time, you know. Now Frank was l i g h t ,  r e a l  l i g h t ,  had red h a i r .  And red 
whiskers i n  . . . 

Q: Oh r e a l l y ?  

c u r l y  h a i r .  But some o f  the  b ro the rs  and s i s t e r s  were darker. 
A: Yes. When h i s  whiskers would corns out, t hey 'd  be red. He had red 

They had 
b lack,  coal b lack  h a i r .  

Q: How many bro thers  and s i s t e r s  d i d  he have? 

A: Well there was n ine  o f  them. 

Q: That was a b i g  fami ly .  

A: Yes. And M r .  Wi l l iams warked i 
he farmed. 

n the m i  nes. But in  the i r . ,e  a r l y  l i f e  

Q: I n  t h a t  area? 

A: I n  chat area.  I knew M r .  Wi l l iamson's mother, b u t  I d i d n ' t  know Mrs. 
Wi l l iamson's mother. But I knew her fa ther ,  Jacob Mi l lhous.  And he was 
i n  the  C i v i l  Wdr .  And I t h i n k  I t o l d  you about him and how he and 
another f e l l o w  t h a t  was i n  the  C i v i l  War and they was both shot. 

Q: Right .  You t o l d  me t h a t  s t o r y  on an e a r l i e r  tape. 

A: Yes. That was her fa ther .  That was Jacob A i l l hous .  And he l i v e d  i n  
my time. But they moved o f f  o f  t he  farm. They bought a house i n  town 
and moved i n t o  town and M r .  Wi l l iams s t a r t e d  t o  work a t  the mines when * 

Frank was i n  the t h i r d  grade. 

Q: I see. 

A: And I s t a r t e d  t o  school w i t h  him a t  that t ime. I mean I was a l ready 
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i n  school but  he 

Q: Yes. 

A: And Mrs. W i l l  
between Carbonda 
w i t h  the family. 

s ta r ted  i n  a t  t ha t  time. 

iams kept boarders. They was bu 
l e  and De Soto. And she took i n  

i l d i n g  a b i g  br idge 
boarders and helped out 

Q: People who were working on the bridge. 

A: Yes. And they had a couple o f  ex t ra  bedrooms because some of the 
g i r l s ,  and one o f  the boys was married a t  t ha t  time. Le t ' s  see, there 
was . . . 

Q: She had a rea l  house-full. 

A: She did. I t  was a b i g  house. And i t  had been added to, t he  k i tchen 
and the d in ing  room and the washroom where they took baths and where she 
washed and everything, tha t  was b u i l t  on new. And i t  made qu i t e  a b i g  
house. And Ber t ie  and Melvin and Jess and, l e t ' s  see-andVAlta, they 
were a l l  married. There was four of  them married before they came t o  
town. 

A: Then they had Frank and Zula and Maggie and Roy yet  a t  home, and one 
l i t t l e  boy died when he was nine months o ld .  And then Frank and I went 
t o  school together. And I don ' t  know tha t  I l i k e d  him any more special 
than anybody else tha t  went t o  school. And I never had a date w i t h  him 
t i l l  I was nineteen years old. 

Q: How long d i d  Frank's parents l i v e ?  

A: Mrs. Will iams had 8 stroke when B e t t i e  Lou was four years old. And 
Hr. Wil l iams l i v e d  w i t h  some people tha t  was re la t ion .  They moved i n  
the house w i t h  him because tha t  was e b i g  house and kept house f o r  him 
t i l l  he got sick. And then they closed up the house and d iv ided up the 
things and closed up the house. And he s ta r ted  t o  l i v e  w i t h  the 
chi ldren.  And everybody would take him, a11 of  the fami ly  would take 
him and keep him t i l l  he got t i r e d  o f  them and then he would go on t o  
the next one. 
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Q: Take turns.  

A: Yes, they 'd  take turns.  But we l e t  him decide when he wanted t o  
change. And then when he r e a l l y  got  r e a l  s ick ,  why, we h i r e d  a person. 
And t h a t  person went along w i t h  him t o  take care o f  him. 

Q: I see. 

A: Because I was teaching school and the  others had fami l i es ,  you know, 
and some of them d i d n ' t  have any ch i ld ren.  But the  ones t h a t  d i d  
have-the lady went r i g h t  along w i t h  him and took care o f  him. We.paid 
her ex t ra ,  you know. 

Q: What k ind  o f  pay d i d  you have t o  pay f o r  t h a t  k i n d  o f  serv ice  a t  t h a t  
time, do you remember? 

A: I d o n ' t  remember j u s t  what we paid.  But i t  wasn't  too much. You 
know, noth ing a t  t h a t  t ime was too  expensive. But I know a t  times a l l  
of us pa id  our p a r t .  We a l l  pa id  equal pa r t .  But t h a t  was a good way 
t o  have him taken care of ,  you know. 

Q: Sure, everybody was happy w i t h  t h a t  arrangement. 

A: Yes. Yes, everybody was happy w i t h  it. And of course t h i s  lady just 
want r i g h t  along w i t h  him wherever he decided t o  go, even t o  the  ones 
t h a t  d i d n ' t  have any c h i l d r e n  and wasn't  working. But i t  was equal, you 
know, t h a t  we a l l  d i d  the  same th ing .  

Q: Yes. E a r l i e r  we ta l ked  about Frank going t o  Michigan t o  work when 
the mines s t ruck  i n  the  summertime. 

A: Yes. 

Q: How d i d  he f i n d  out about a j o b  i n  F l i n t ,  Michigan? How d i d  he 
become aware o f  those jobs? 

A: Somebody d r i f t e d  up there  and c a l l e d  back and t o l d  the  r e s t  of  them 
t h a t  they was h i r i n g  and then . . . 

Q: Jus t  by word of mouth mostly.  




































































































