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Q: Was there anything e lse tha t  she . . . 

A: Oh, put  turpent ine i n  a pan i f  I stuck something i n  my f oo t  or 
something and let i t  soak i n  tha t  turpent ine i n  the pan, she'd do that .  
And I used t o  have stone bruises on the back o f  my heels. I guess i t  
h i t  something and bruised or something l i k e  that .  And she made some 
k ind o f  salve and so ld  i t .  Grandpa d i d  t ha t  Coo. And advert ised i t  i n  
a l i t t l e  magazine t ha t  went a l l  over the country or i n  southern I l l i n o i s  
and people would w r i t e  t o  him for  th i s .  

Q: You don ' t  know what was i n  i t? 

A: Yes. I know some of the things. Tallow was one th ing they used and 
she used. I ' v e  seen her make i t. She'd mel t  t ha t  ta l l ow and she'd put 
coal o i l  and turpent ine and l inseed o i l  and, I don ' t  know, j u s t  a whole 
batch of s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  And cook it. And, w i t h  tha t  ta l l ow and tha t  
was the background tha t  mads i t  l i k e  j e l l o ,  you know, k ind o f  l i k e  that .  

Q: Yes, hold i t  together. 

A: They sent away and .got t i n  boxes, they was round t i n  boxes, d i f f e r e n t  
sizes. Some of them sold f o r  a quarter and some f o r  a ha l f  a do l l a r .  
The parson tha t  wanted i t  had t o  send a stamped envelope and i t  was 
round th.in boxes t ha t  they mailed. 

Q: Yes. What a l l  was i t  supposed t o  do? 

A: Well, j u s t  whatever sores come along. 

Q: Whatever sores come a,long, you'd put i t  on. 

A: I t  healed the i t ch .  Calimo, there was calimo i n  it. And sometimes 
i f  they cou ldn ' t  get ta l low, they used lard,  yau know, p l a i n  l a r d  f o r  a 
background for it. That held i t  al together.  And i t  was s o l i d  and you 
could rub i t  and rub i t  on, you know. And then they put  an ad i n  some 
t i t t l e  magazine tha t  advert ised s t u f f  l i k e  that .  

Q: Did you see much o f  Ben when you were growing up? 

A: When we was going t o  school together. I mean, I was i n  grade school 
same w i t h  him, you know. He'd come home w i t h  me every day or two t o  eat 
lunch. Grandma wauld always want t o  know what Ben wanted for  ,his lunch. 
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And then 1 knew what I ' d  get  when-she always had pancakes or  potatoe 
soup o r  something t h a t  Ben l i k e d  when he'd come, you know. F r ied  
potatoes was my specia l .  Some k ind  o f  meat, maybe ham or  bacon or  
something f o r  lunch. I never l i k e d  t o  take my lunch t o  school. And 
then l a t e r  on Ben got  so he come home w i t h  me on a c e r t a i n  regu lar  day, 
not  j u s t  h i t  and miss. I t  would be so t h a t  Grandma would know what we 
was going t o  have f o r  lunch. I l i k e d  pancakes. We used t o  have 
waf f les .  

Q: Did he ever s tay a l l  n i g h t  or anyth ing l i k e  t h a t ?  

A: No. He never stayed a l l  n igh t .  And I  never stayed a l l  n i g h t  w i t h  my 
mother a f t e r  I l e f t ,  never d id .  And I had an aunt, Horn's s i s t e r ,  t h a t  
wasn't  marr ied when I f i r s t  went t o  Grandma's. And I  wou ldn ' t  go back 
dawn there  unless she went w i t h  me. The aunt was a good sewer. And she 
was the  l a s t  one o f  them t o  d ie ,  Aunt D o l l i e .  And her daughters are  the 
ones t h a t  I v i s i t  now. She had f i v e  daughters and one son. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And her son was on the  way t o  a basketba l l  game-he was on the  
t e a w h e n  he was s i x teen  years o ld .  And they run i n t o  a d i t c h  and the  
handle o f  the car punched t h i s  boy 's  lung, punctured it. And.he b led t o  
death before they could get  him t o  a doctor. He was the  on ly  boy and he 
was the  baby. She was the one t h a t  always made my c lo thes .  But then 
Grandma l a t e r  on got  so-she even made a red v e l v e t  s u i t  f o r  me one 
time. 

Q: She taught you t o  sew. 

A: She taught me t o  sew. I always made Bet ty  Lou's clothes: Naw I 
c a n ' t  see t o  sew a seam hardly.  

Q: Before I get i n t o  the  next  area t h a t  I want t o  talk t o  you about I ' m  
going t o  ask you a couple o f  quest ions about th ings  t h a t  we missed l a s t  
weak when we ware t a l k i n g .  You mentioned your great  grandparents' 
golden wadding ce lebra t ion .  

A: Yes. I d o n ' t  know what da te  i t  was i n  bu t  i t  was i n  the  summer. I 
remember t h a t  i t  was summer. 

Q: What k i n d  o f  a ce leb ra t i on  was i t? 
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A:  Just  a b i g  dinner a t  t h e i r  farm. And a l l  o f  the  fam i l y  t h a t  was 
l i v i n g ,  we l l  of course then there  was q u i t e  a few of them l i v i n g .  Maybe 
none o f  them were dead, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q: Well i t  was p r e t t y  unusual f o r  someone t o  l i v e  long enough t o  have a 
Golden Wedding. 

A: Yes, then. 

Q: Then. 

A: Yes. Grandma and Grandpa had i t  on h i s  farm and they had the dinner 
ou t  i n  the  yard. They put  the  t a b l e  out  there.  And I t o l d  you t h a t  
they had a cake t h a t  had marshmallows on top. I t  wasn't  cu t  up nor i t  
wasn't  l i t t l e  ones. I t  was just marshmallows i n  i c i n g  a l l  over the  top. 
And then some of them i n  between you know. And some o f  the fam i l y  from 
Carbondale brought it. And I was j u s t  dy ing t o  p i ck  one o f  them o f f .  
They wou ldn ' t  l e t  me. I can remember tha t .  I was l i t t l e  then. My 
farher  hadn ' t  d ied  then or my grandpa hadn ' t  e i t h e r .  

Q: We a lso  ta l ked  about the  C i v i l  War q u i t e . a ' b i t  l a s t  t ime and you t o l d  
me about your Uncle Jake and Uncle Hoses and being shot and t r y i n g  t o  
f i n d  food. You a l s o  mentioned t h a t  you knew something o f  other  
cond i t ions  t h a t  a f f e c t e d  the  s o l d i e r s  dur ing  the C i v i l  War. Do you 
remember any other  cond i t ions  t h a t  . . . 

A: Well I know something t h a t  happened t o  my great  grandfather Rude. 
Grandma s a i d  t h a t  he-now I d i d n ' t  hear him t e l l  i t  b u t  Grandma always 
t o l d  about it. There was v i g i l a n t e s  t h a t  went around. And they might 
take somebody out  o f  t h e i r  house and k i l l  them i f  they d i d n ' t  t h i n k  they 
was f o r  the North, you know. And Grandpa-now I d o n ' t  know why, b u t  he 
d i d n ' t  ever go, t h a t  grandpa. I would imagine t h a t  he was p r e t t y  o ld .  
He d i d n ' t  go t o  the  C i v i l  War. He d i d n ' t  go t o  the  army, my great  
grandpa. And one n i g h t  they come, the  v i g i l a n t e s  d id ,  and she sa id  they 
h i d  the  c h i l d r e n  . . . 

Q: Who's she now? 

A: Grandma t h a t  ra i sed  me. She s a i d  they put the  k i d s  under the  beds 
and around i n  the c lose ts  and th ings .  And Grandpa and Grandma j u s t  l e t  
the people, had them t o  come i n  t he  house. But  they d i d n ' t  have none of  
the k i d s  out .  They was a l l  h i d .  And they questioned Grandpa because he 
d i d n ' t  go t o  the C i v i l  War. I guess they thaught maybe he wasn't  on the 
Nor th 's  s ide  but he was. 
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Q: Th is  was i n  De Soto? 

A: That was out  on the  farm, t h a t  very farm where we had the  Golden 
Wedding. I don ' t  know what a l l  t he  reasons was t h a t  he d i d n ' t  go. But 
I j u s t  imagine-he must have been-they d i d n ' t  c a l l  him. He never was 
ca l l ed .  

Q: And t h i s  was j u s t  a v i g i l a n t e  group t h a t  was . . . 

A: A v i g i l a n t e  group t h a t  went around and . . . 

Q: Took the  law i n t o  t h e i r  own hands. 

A: Yes, they d id .  

Q: Do you remember any other s t o r i e s  t h a t  Uncle Jake and Uncle Moses 
might have t o l d  you about the C i v i l  War? 

A: Well, they t o l d  about d i f f e r e n t  places t h a t  they were, you kndw, and 
the  dead t h a t  t hey 'd  seen and t h e i r  f r i ends  t h a t  was k i l l e d .  And some 
o f  the  De Soto people were k i l l e d ,  you know, i n  the C i v i l  War. And some 
of them are  s t i l l  bu r ied  down i n  De Soto cemetery. But the  
cemetery-they've kept  i t  up w e l l  but,  you know, t h a t ' s  a long t ime ago 
and those stones, they was j u s t  as th in ,  you know how the C i v i l  War 
stones were. They was about t h a t  t h i c k .  

Q: Only about three inches t h i c k .  

A: But they was easy broke w i t h  something, maybe a l imb o f f  o f  a t r e e  or  
something i n  the cemetery. And I can remember years and years when I 
went t o  see because they always pu t  a f l a g  on than when they decorated, 
you know. And maybe there  would be j u s t  a p a r t  o f  the  stone there. 
Well g radua l ly  the  whole stone would be gone. Well, they 've l o s t  t rack  
o f  who a l l  those people are, you know. And they were C i v i l  War. O f  
course my grandfather i s  bu r ied  there. And Frank 's  grandfather and, oh, 
the re ' s  l o t s  t h a t  had l a t e r  stones t h a t  l i v e d  past  t h a t  t h i n  stone, you 
know, t h a t  they pu t  up, more th i cke r ,  you know. And t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  
standing. And of course they were of the same age t h a t  Uncle Jake and 
Uncle Moses and a l l  o f  them were. And I d o n ' t  know-there's no way o f  
knowing. And they j u s t  keep t h a t  mowed, a l l  o f  t h a t  p a r t  where the 
C i v i l  War people were bur ied.  There 's  th ree pa r t s  t o  the  cemetery, t h a t  
o l d  p a r t ,  and then t h e r e ' s  a newer p a r t  where Frank and people l i k e  t h a t  
a re  bur ied .  And now the re ' s  a newer part  t o  i t  o f  t h e  people of t h i s  
age t h a t  are being bur ied.  And they keep i t  up love ly .  We pay f o r  it. 
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I mean, people donate. I always do and other, everybody else. And then 
the county pays so much. But i t ' s  not enough t o  keep everything nice. 
But now one of  my cousins tha t  runs the restaurant, she's b u i l t  one of  
t h o s m e l l ,  i t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t  t h i ng  than I ' v e  seen other places. I t  
looks l i k e  e gran i te  place f o r  two people under ground, you know. I t ' s  
k i nd  of l i k e  a mausoleum only j u s t  f o r  ind iv idua l  people. 

Q: Well, you don ' t  remember then any other s t o r i es  tha t  maybe your 
grandfather might have t o l d  about the C i v i l  War? 

A: No, I don ' t .  Now my grandfather i n  the Company C tha t  he was in, and 
t h a t ' s  a De Soto company, he was the postmaster. He handled the news 
t ha t  come in. O f  course he had a gun and fought i f  they was accosted 
you know. 

Q: How d i d  he handle the news t ha t  came in? 

A: Oh, l e t t e r s  then he'd pass around, the ones i n  h i s  company. 

Q: Oh, I see what you're saying. 

A: Yes. See, he was i n  Company C. And there was one hundred men. 

Q: Did any o f  these people go down i n t o  the South, other than . . . 

A: Yes. Most a11 of them went down i n t o  the South. Most a l l  o f  them 
from De Soto tha t  went t o  Cairo. T h a t ' s  the place tha t  they went t o  be 
shipped out. 

Q: Do you ever remember them saying anything about t h e i r  react ion t o  the 
southerners? 

A: Oh they neighbored w i t h  them. They t reated a l o t  o f  them j u s t  l i k e  
brothers, people tha t  they'd meet. There wasn't much hatred t o  i t  the 
way they talked. O f  course maybe they softened up a l i t t l e  b i t  a f t e r  
they got out o f  the war but  r e a l l y  there wasn't any hatred there. Not 
l.ike i f  they'd been Germans or French or I t a l i a n s  or something l i k e  
that ,  some fore ign person, But they k i l l e d  them. And the South k i l l e d  
our men. But tha t  l a s t  year was a t e r r i b l e  th ing i n  the South because 
they j u s t  invaded. Well, j u s t  l i k e  from At lanta t o  the sea, you've 
o f t en  heard how they t reated.  Bet ty  Lou found something tha t  was 
in te res t ing  t o  me. I t ' s  not about t h a t  of course. But I th ink  i t ' s  
in terest ing.  It gives . . . tha t  l i ved  here qu i te  o long time ago and 
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she went t o  school w i t h  Sherry. And she ca l l ed  me from Indianapolis one 
n igh t  not  too long ago and asked me what President was not  married when 
he was i n  the President 's  place, you know, when he was . . . 

Q: Yes. 

A: And took me by surpr ise and the only one I could th ink  of  was-can I 
th ink  of  him? When he was f i r s t  elected, the f i r s t  term he wasn't 
married then. But then the l a s t  time---see, he skipped a time. Grover 
Cleveland. And, can you th ink  o f  anybody else? 

End of Side Two, Tape Two 

A: Well, i t  was three or four rooms, l i k e  a l i t t l e  hosp i ta l .  

Q: That was D r .  Spring? 

A: Yes, and he was b lack.  

Q: Yes. D r .  Spring, you mentioned, came i n t o  . . . 

A: He was the doctor f o r  the company because most of  the men-oh, there 
were some whi te men tha t  worked i n  the mines. There was three mines 
there. 

Q: A l l  owned by the same company? 

A: Yes, Hadison Coal Company. 

Q: Par t  of the Madison Coal Company. 

A: Yes. They had those blacks, they had t o  have a doctor because no 
whi te man would doctor them, you know, no whi te man would doctor them. 

Q: Would bother w i t h  them. 

A: And Frank got a thumb mashed one time and he went t o  D r .  Spring and 
thought he was j u s t  great .  
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Q: He probably was. 

A: And I went t o ' t h e  school board and asked them i f  I could have him 
b r i n g  i n  a l l  o f  h i s  Ind ian r e l i c s .  H is  w i f e  was an Indian, she r e a l l y  
was. And he t r i e d  t o  be connected w i t h  the  Ind ian race. But he was 
black. 

Q: Did he come i n t o  De Soto and t r e a t  people? 

A: Oh no. They wou ldn ' t  l e t  him. 

Q: They wouldn ' t  l e t  him do it. 

A: They l e t  him come t o  get  drugs le drugstore and they 1 
him-they d i d n ' t  make him walk down the middle o f  t he  s t r e e t .  

e t 
Anybody 

e l se  corn; t o  catch the  t r a i n  t o  go someplace, you know, they made them 
walk-they wou ldn ' t  l e t  them walk on the  sidewalk. 

Q: The blacks a l l  had t o  walk down the middle o f  t h e  s t r e e t .  

A: Middle o f  the  s t r e e t .  

Q: But D r .  Spring could walk down the  sidewalk. 

A: He could walk on the  sidewalk and go i n  the drugstore. But then he 
had t o  j u s t  t u r n  around and go b a c k d e l l  a t  t h a t  t ime ha had a car and 
people commenced t h a t  we had a car a t  t h a t  t ime,  secondhand. You know, 
we d i d n ' t  have money enough t o  buy a new one. And I t h i n k  I t o l d  you i t  
was du r ing  World War I and a man came from S t .  Louis and bought up a l l  
the  s t r a y  cars t h a t  anybody would s e l l .  O f  course you cou ldn ' t  get  a 
car,  you know. And Frank had gone t o  work a t  the mines and he had a 
crew o f  blacks. He was face boss. He got  along f i n e  w i t h  them. He 
d i d n ' t  have any t r o u b l e  w i t h  them. And t h a t  f e l l o w  knew I had a car, or 
he found ou t  .when he got-l guess the  p o l i c e  or  somebody told him. And 
I sold t h a t  car without Frank's approval. (chuckles) And I was so 
a f r a i d  he wasn't  going t o  l i k e  it. But he bought i t  and p a i d  me such a 
b i g  pr , ice for i t  and he wanted to g i v e  me a c e r t i f i e d  check. I d i d n ' t  
know what a c e r t i f i e d  check was. I ' d  never seen one. And I made him go 
t o  the  bank w i t h  me t o  be sure t h a t  i t  was a l l  r i g h t  - .  be fore  I ' d  l e t  him 
have the  car. We've always laughed about tha t .  
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Q: I n  other words you sold the car because i t  was too b i g  o f  a p r i ce  t o .  
tu rn  down? 

A: Oh I cou ldn ' t  t u rn  the p r i c e  down. And Frank was t h r i l l e d  when he 
got home. 

Q: What k ind of a car was i t? 

A: Ford, Model T. 

Q: Model T Ford. 

A: Yes. And i t  was second-hand. And, you know, i t  wasn't too good but  
i t  was such a b i g  pr ice.  I don ' t  even remember the p r i ce  now. But i t  
was such a b i g  p r i c e  that-three or  four times more than we'd ever paid 
f o r  i t  or anything. 

Q: I wonder why he was g iv ing  you such a b i g  p r i ce  on i t . 

A: Well, they cou ldn ' t  buy a new one. 

Q: I see. Oh, tha t  was during the war. 

A: During the war and they was making guns and ammunition and tanks and 
things l i k e  that .  

Q: The same s i t u a t i o n  occurred i n  World War I I .  

A: Yes, I know. But t h i s  was i n  World War I .  And Frank went over t o  
Her r in  and reg is tered t o  go i n t o  the army, you know. His boss, the 
superintendent of  a l l  of those mines j u s t  fol lowed him on over and t o l d  
them, "You can ' t  take him. I need him. They need the coal.'' And I was 
t h r i l l e d  t o  death and Frank was so disappointed. I was teaching school 
then. 

Q: Yes 

A: We1 
mine. 

. What's a f a t e  boss? You sa id  Frank was a face 

1, they managed the coal down, how t o  get the coa 

boos. 

1 out  down i n  the 
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Q: He was down i n  the mine a l l  o f  the time then? 

A: Well most of the time. He had t o  come up and get mater ia l  and take 
i t  down, you know, and; oh, he'd have a p re t t y  b i g  crew you know. 

Q: Yes. These blacks tha t  worked a t  the mines, d i d  the blacks wander 
i n t o  De Soto on t h e i r  own or d i d  they go t o  the south and r e c r u i t  them? 

A: No. They went t o  the south and rec ru i ted  them. And they d i d n ' t  l i k e  
that .  The whi te people d i dn ' t .  And t h a t ' s  why they k i l l e d  them. See, 
they k i l l e d  a l o t  o f  them. 

Q: I n  other words, they were taking the whi tes '  jobs. 

A: Yes, they was taking t h e i r  jobs. 

Q: Well then, they- paid them less, i n  other words, the mine . . . 

A: They paid the blacks lass, yes. 

Q: And t h a t ' s  why they d i d  r e c r u i t  them. 

A: Sure. See, the miners had a union. And then f i n a l l y  they was having 
so much t roub le  w i t h  those blacks. They d i d n ' t  make the trouble. I t  
was the whi te people t ha t  was making the t rouble.  I wouldn' t  have dared 
t o  have said tha t  down there way back then. 

Q: O f  course not. 

A: 'But they was causing so much t rouble,  the white people were, on 
account o f  them being there. They k i l l e d - a n e  time i n  Herrin-they had 
gone t o  Chicago and got ten whi te people t o  come down. And those whi te 
people d i d n ' t  know what they was ge t t i ng  in to .  They knew they was going 
t o  have a job and they wanted it, you know. I t  was bad times. They 
k i l l a d  twenty-two o f  them, they made them crawl on t he i r  handr'and knees 
to  the cemetery and shot a l l  o f  those twenty-two r i g h t  i n  the cemetery. 

Q: Was t h i s  dane by the whites tha t  came down from Chicago? 

A: No. I t  was done by the local  people i f  they was tak ing t he i r  jobs, 
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Q: Yes. 

A: That 's  t e r r i b l e .  I t h i n k  along about 1922 t h a t  must have been. I 'm  
not  sure exac t l y  what date t h a t  was bu t  I t h i n k  about 1922. 

Q: You mentioned a f i g h t  between wh i te  and b lack g i r l s ,  the  wh i te  and 
b lack g i r l s 1  basketba l l  teams. 

A: My basketba l l  team. 

Q: Th is  was when you were teaching i n  De Soto? 

A: No, when I was teaching i n  C a r t e r v i l l e .  I ' d  go t  we l l  acquainted w i t h  
D r .  Spring and he was j u s t  a pe r fec t  gentleman. And he had showed me 
a11 o f  the  d i f f e r e n t  th ings  t h a t  he had, oh, very valuable th ings  l i k e  
headdresses, you know, out  of feathers, f i n e  fea thers  and a l l  k inds o f  
arrowheads and u t e n s i l s  t o  cook i n  t h a t  the  Indians used, you know, j u s t  
an awful l o t  o f  th ings.  And i n  the  f i r s t  o f  our book t h a t  we went by 
there  was a lesson i n  September t h a t  whole we& Me t a l ked  Ind ian lo re ,  
you know, how the people around had s e t t l e d  i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  the  country 
and about the Indians and how they had had t o  move and a l l  o f  t ha t ,  you 
know. So I asked the  school board i f  I could get  Dr. Spring t o  come i n  
and b r i n g  a l l  o f  t ha t .  And they said, w e l l ,  t hey 'd  t r y  and see how i t  
went along. Well, i t  went along f i n e .  He l e t  t he  kids-he f i x e d  up a 
t a b l e  and had a l l  o f  t h i s  on a t a b l e  and then he'd l e t  them touch i t  and 
t a l k  about i t  and . . . 

Q: And the  school board would l e t  him come i n  and show those th ings  t o  
the chi  ldren? 

A: And they l e t  him come i n  and he came i n  the whole week. Every day he 
would come i n  and b r i n g  something d i f f e r e n t .  Well then we t a l k e d  
about-l had a g i r l s  basketba l l  team. And I ta l ked  t o  him about i t  and 
he said, "Well, we've got  one o u t  there  a t  t h a t  colored school.11 They 
d i d n ' t  c a l l  i t  a hosp i ta l  bu t  t h a t ' s  what i t  was. And h i s  w i f e  was the 
nurse, She took care o f  the  ones who would have t o  s tay  overnight .  And 
the minute we got--one o f  the o ther  teachers went w i t h  me because we had 
t o  have two cars. And when we got  there-and I had ta l ked  t o  them and 
we was a l l  going t o  j u s t  be n i c e  and f r i e n d l y  and p o l i t e  t o  each other 
and the minute my g i r l s  stepped ou t  o f  the  car those black g i r l s  and 
them--l don't know who s t a r t e d  i t  bu t  they j u s t  went a f t e r  aach other  
and h i t  and knocked and knocked each other down. And the  on ly  t h i n g  we 
could do was j u s t  load our g i r l s  up back i n  the car and take t h m  back. 
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Q: Did you aver, 
happened or . . a f t e r  i t  was over, th ink  about why i t  might have 

A: No. Just because of  the background. They knew tha t  t h e i r  parents 
had l o s t  t he i r  jobs a t  one time or another because t h a t ' s  the only th ing 
tha t  could have caused it. 

Q: Yes. I t ' s  i n te res t ing  tha t  the school board would l e t  D r .  Spring 
come i n  and show h i s  things but  would not l e t  him l i v e  i n  the town. 

A: Oh no. Oh no. And t o  t h i s  day there 's  not a black who l i v e s  there. 
And there 's  the col lege close and then there 's  the vocation school there 
too, out south of town. 

Q: Are Colp and Dewmaine s t i l l  black towns? 

A: They're a l i t t l e  b i t .  I th ink  they must be a l i t t l e  b i t  white. 

Q: Was the school i n  Colp comparable t o  the schoo 
Soto as f a r  as the physical p lant  was concerned? 

1, f o r  instance, i n  De 

A: I n  Ca r te r v i l l e?  

Q: Yes. 

A: I imagine so. I d i d n ' t  have no way of knowing. 

Q: I thought maybe a t  some po in t  i n  time you'd seen it. 

A: No. No I d i dn ' t .  Oh, the bu i ld ing- i t  was a new bu i ld ing.  The mine 
company b u i l t  the school. 

A: Yes. And then they b u i l t  one a t  Colp. And then l a te r  on i n  colp 
there was white people. And they h i red  black teachers then. See, then 
colored people wasn't t ra ined t o  teach. They d idn ' t  . . . 

Q: You a lso  mentioned a t  one t i m e  seeing a wsgonload of blacks . . . 
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A: Well, they k i l l e d  them and . . . 

Q: What brought tha t  on? 

A: They was going out  t o  break the s t r i ke ,  you know, take the whi te 
man's jobs and as they come i n  they shot them and loaded them up i n  a 
wagon and j u s t  hauled them out there t o  Dewmains and dumped them out i n  
the road. 

Q: The townspeople d i d n ' t  have any react ion t o  that?  They d i d n ' t  . . . 

A: They was glad they were k i l l e d .  They had a tough man by the name o f  
Walker tha t  was-and more than 1 i k e l y  he helped k i  
f e l t  1 i ke  he d id .  

Q: Was he the one tha t  was connected w i  t h  the Ku K 

A: No. No, he wasn't hooked up w i t h  them a t  a l ' l .  

1 1 them. I a1 ways 

lux  Klan? 

Q: How much d i d  you know about the Klan i n  tha t  area? Do you have any 
memory o f  the Klan operating i n  t ha t  area? 

A: Not much because what was there was the two bunches of  the brothers 
and another bunch tha t  was s e l l i n g  whiskey, bootleg. They ca l led  i t  
bootleg whiskey. And they would take each o ther ' s  people tha t  bought 
whiskey from them, you know. They'd reduce i t  a l i t t l e  b i t  and of  
course i t  turned i n t o  j u s t  a vendetta. 

Q: What was your school l i ke ,  Marie, tha t  you s ta r ted  school in? How 
many grades and . . . 

A: The country school tha t  I f i r s t  taught? 

Q: What was the name of the country school? O r ,  no, the f i r s t  school 
tha t  you went t o  yourself ,  your own school experience. 

A: Oh, my own school. Well, the f i r s t  rwo.years tha t  I went t o  school 
i t  was a four-room school i n  De Soto. I went up the s ta i r s .  Instead of 
h a v i ~ g  the  older ones c l imb  the steps they had us. But.1 th ink  i t  was 
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because i t  was a smaller room and they had so many larger  p u p i l s  o r  
o lder  p u p i l s  downstairs i n  the b i g  rooms, you know. I went there twice, 
two years. Then they b u i l t  t h a t  b r i c k  red school t h a t  you saw. 

Q: Yes. 

A: I went there  and l a t e r  taught. They had b u i l t  a p a r t  onto the  back. 
I n  t h a t  p i c t u r e  you can see what they b u i l t , o n .  

Q: Yes. How many rooms were i n  the  school t h a t  you went t o  o r i g i n a l l y ?  

A: Well, there  was four f i r s t  and then we moved t o  t h i s  new b u i l d i n g  and 
the re ' s  e i g h t  i n  it. 

Q: Did each room have a teacher? 

Q: What were the  subjects t h a t  were taught a t  t h a t  time? 

A: Well, orthography was one t h i n g  t h a t  you d o n ' t  hear of anymore. 

Q: Yes. What i s  orthography? 

A: Well, i t ' s  about p ronunc ia t ion  o f  words by s y l l a b l e s  and diagraming. 
I ' d  say i t ' s  Engl ish. 

Q: Yes. 

A: That 's  one of t he  th ings  t h a t  was d i f f e r e n t .  Then s p e l l i n g  and 
a r i t h m e t i c  and reading and I know I never missed a word i n  th ree years. 
And I got  a l i t t l e  gold p i n  t h a t  had my teacher 's  i n i t i a l s  on and said, 
"To M.S." you know. A n d  I ' v e  s t i l l  got  it. 

Q: Did t h i s  school go through the  e igh th  grade? 

A: We1 1, two years of  h'igh school. 
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Q: And t h a t ' s  a 

A: Yes, u n t i l  I 

i ams 

1 you had, two years of h igh  school? 

went t o  C a r t e r v i l l e .  

Q: Yes. What were your school books? Do you remember your books? 

A: They were Harpers, Harpers Readers. And a Cav i t t ,  a man by the  name 
o f  C a v i t t  p r i n t e d  orthography. But I k ind  of  t h i n k  maybe i t  could have 
been-see the re ' s  some C a v i t t ' s  here. Bet ty  Lou's p r i n c i p a l  i s  a C a v i t t  
now. But he says he d o n ' t  know anybody. Bet ty  Lou was asking h im one 
t ime about i t .  So I d o n ' t  know. 

Q: How many students d i d  you genera l ly  have i n  the  school? 

A: That I taught? 

Q: No, when you were i n  school. 

A: Oh, when I . . . 

Q: In  your e a r l y  years. 

A: Well i n  my c lass  I t h i n k  maybe twenty-f ive or  t h i r t y .  

Q: An even mix ture  o f  boys and g i r l s ?  

A: Yes, yes. 

Q: What k ind of equipment d i d  you have t o  use i n  the  schools? 

A: Nothing much. We had a l i b r a r y .  I t  was j u s t  a bookcase. We c a l l e d  
i t  a l i b r a r y .  We had a stove i n  each room, a b i g  brown stove and we'd 
get  ow2 and p lay  i n  the  snow and we'd cane i n  and we'd smell. When we'd 
get  ho t  we'd s i t  around the  stove. 

* .  
Q: Sure, sure. 

A: And we j u s t  had a bath once a week, you know, on Saturday. And you 
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got  c lean clothes, a round of  c lean  underwear and socks and everyth ing.  
That was about what we had. 

Q: And then was t h a t  t o  l a s t  you t h e  week? 

A: Yes. When you g o t  home you took o f f  your school dress. And then you. 
wore l o t s  o f  aprons, l i t t l e  fancy aprons w i t h  r u f f l e s  over the  
shoulders. You've seen those k ind .  

Q: Yes. 

A: And genera l l y  a b a s i c  dress, a wool dress, you know, maybe j u s t  a 
p l a i n  f r o n t ,  you know, and but toned down t h e  back and no c o l l a r  ar 
anyth ing  on the  dress more than l i k e l y .  P l a i n  sleeves. Then t h i s  fancy  
apron over .  

Q: D id  you have more than one dress or . . . 

A: Oh yes. Yes, I had several  dresses. I t h i n k  I had more dresses made 
o u t  of some o f  my aun t ' s  o l d  dresses than-generally you have one aunt 
t h a t  has r e a l  n i c e  c lo thes ,  you know. And I had an aunt t ha t  sewed r e a l *  
w e l l .  She'd make me a11 k inds  o f  dresses o u t  of  Aunt Abbie's c lo thes .  

Q: I ' m  sure  you had t o  wear long s tock ings  and . . . 

A: Oh, long b lack  ones. And one t ime I was ready t o  go t o  school and I 
had a ho le  i n  a b lack  long s tock ing.  I j u s t  got the  dye, shoe p o l i s h ,  
and dobbed t h a t  leg,  over my heel w i t h  b lack  shoe p o l i s h .  And they 
never knew I had a ho le  i n  my socks. 

Q: ( I  aughs) What k i nd o f  shoes d i d  you have t o  wear, Marie? 

A: I never had any t h a t  f i t  me, not t i l l  I got  so t h a t  I cou ld  go t o  
Murphrysboro and buy my own shoes when 1 commenced t o  teach school.  I 
had a narrow foot, a r e a l  narrow f o o t .  

Q: Were they h i g h  .topped shoes? 

A: Button, buttonshoes. And . . . 
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Q: Was i t  bu t ton  hook? 

A: Grandma Walker gave me, ou t  of the  store-she always gave me two p a i r  
of shoes, one f o r  Christmas and one p a i r  f o r  good. You know, one for 
school. One t ime she gave me a p a i r  of-they looked l i k e  cowhide. They 
d i d n ' t  have no patent  leather  toes. They j u s t  buttoned up, you know. I 
d i d n ' t  l i k e  them a t  a l l .  I had t o  wear them because she gave them t o  
me. And one g i r l  made fun of my shoes a t  school and the  teacher made 
her apologize t o  me. I c r i ed .  

Q: Oh sure. 

A: And I t h i n k  I was about e i g h t  or  n ine  years o ld .  And I never d id  
l i k e  t h a t  g i r l  af terwards. 

Q: T h a t ' s  na tu ra l .  Ch i ld ren can be very c r u e l .  

A: Well, I ' v e  o f t e n  thought I l i k e d  her r e a l  we l l  t o  begin w i th .  And 
whenever she made fun o f  my shoes I d i d n ' t  l i k e  her. 

Q: Did you have t o  use a bu t ton  hook on them? 

A: Yet. 

Q: Oh boy! What was d i s c i p l i n e  1 

A: They whipped. The teachers wh 

Q: Oh they d id?  

A: Yes. 

Q: What d i d  they use? 

A: A paddle. 

Q: A regular wooden paddle. 

i k s  i n  the  school a t  t h a t  t ime? 

i ppad you. 
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A: Yes. 

Q: For what in f rac t ions  f o r  instance? 

A: Well, f a r  me, I got  whipped once. I cut  Frank and my i n i t i a l s  on the 
seat on the f r o n t  of  the desk. I ought t o  have been whipped. 

Q: Oh. (laughter) 

A: But I d i d n ' t  think-there was several of them. The teacher went 
around and I took an i nde l i b l e  penc i l  and wrote, rubbed i t  i n  so tha t  he 
wouldn't  see it. And instead I guess he rubbed h i s  hand over i t  and 
found out  tha t  I had cut  it, the back o f  my seat ,  I cut  my i n i t i a l s ,  
Frank's i n i t i a l s  and mine together. And I d i d n ' t  have no more any idea 
of ever going w i t h  him or  anything i n  my l i f e  then. 

Q: I t  was j u s t  subconscious. 

A: I guess. . 

Q: 1 thought he was a smart a l e c k .  I always thought he was just, you 
know, a b i g  shot. I don ' t  know why I cut  h i s  i n i t i a l s  because I never 
went w i t h  him u n t i l  I was nineteen years old.  

Q: Something was l i nger ing  there. 

A: Yes. I know tha t  when he went t o  v i s i t  some o f  h i s  f o l ks  i n  Nebraska 
he wrote me a l e t t e r  back from there. And then we was j u s t  k ids.  But I 
never had any idea when I would have a date w i t h  him. But l a t e r  a f t e r  
we got married we went back out there t o  Nebraska t o  sea those people. 

Q: But you had never met them before. 

A: I had never met them before. 

Q: When you were r e f e r r i n g  t o  teachers a minute ago you said he. 

A: That was the teacher. 
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Q: That was the  teacher. Were there  j u s t  as many male teachers as women 
o r . . .  

A: Yes, yes. 

A: No. They were about even. I th ink  I had maybe four  male teachers 
and I was always a f r a i d  o f  them, the  men. 

Q: Not a f r a i d  o f  the  women but a f r a i d  of the  men. 

A: A f r a i d  o f  the men. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And I had one teacher t h a t  came from Carbondale. And she had two 
dresses, a red, a rea l  dark red  wool dress and a r e a l  p r e t t y  b lue  dress. 
And t o  make i t  look d i f f e r e n t  she would wear a l i t t l e  lace c o l l a r  or a 
b lue  r ibbon or  something t o  make the dress look d i f f e r e n t ,  you know. 
And I always thought those two dresses were j u s t  the  p r e t t i e s t  t h i n g  
tha t  I ever saw. But i t  wasn' t  the dresses t h a t  was so p r e t t y .  It was 
the l i t t l e  th ings  t h a t  she had around. O r  she'd wear a scar f  around and 
have i t  pinned w i t h  a p r e t t y  p i n  on one side. 

Q: She used her imaginat ion. 

A: She d id.  Her name was Donson. And I always l i k e d  her a l o t .  

Q: Do you have any memory of the  q u a l i t y  of  teaching a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A: No. 

Q: O r  d id  yau ever compare i t  i n  your mind? 

A: No. 

Q: You d i d n ' t  t h ink  much about it. 
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A: I t  seemed l i k e  I had good teachers. I always f e l t  l i k e  I d id .  I 
went t o  school t o  a g i r l  o r  a lady by the  name of  Winters. The f i r s t  
school I ever went to. And when I went back t o  De Soto t o  teach school 
her f i r s t  c h i l d  went t o  school w i t h  me i n  her f i r s t  grade. 

Q: Really? 

A: Yes. And we always talked-Miss Gerty always t a l k e d  t o  me when we'd 
meet, you know, about how was her daughter, Dorothy, how she was doing. 
And now when I go back t o  De Sot-l always go back on . . . because 
Frank's down there. I always go back down on Decorat ion Day. Be t t y  Lou 
takes me back. And I used t o  go back on the bus. And then I have drove 
back. When Frank was l i v i n g ,  a f t e r  he go t  so he ' cou ldn ' t  d r i v e  even, I 
used t o  d r i v e  down there. I t ' s  175 mi les.  

Q: I t ' s  a long t r i p  then. 

A: Yes. I t  was a long t r i p .  And I always meet t h a t  g i r l .  She l i v e s  i n  
S t .  Louis. Dorothy comes down t o  decorate her mother 's grave because 
she's bu r ied  there. . 

Q: And what was her l a s t  name? 

ioned a Miss Gerty too. 

1 1 ,  Miss Gerty Winters. 

A: Winters. 

Q: You ment 

A: Yes. We 

Q: I set. 

A: Yet. 

Q: How 1 ong 

A: Well, i t  

was your school day and your school year? 

was seven months. 

Q: Oh seven months? 
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A: Yes. The f i r s t  year I taught though was s i x .  That was o u t  i n  the 
country. And then they q u i t  two weeks t o  d i g  sweet potatoes, 

Q: A t  what t ime af the year was tha t?  

A: I n  the  f a  
j u s t  o f f  the 

11.  They ra ised sweet potatoes. I t  was h i l l y .  See, i t  was 
M iss i ss ipp i  River .  

Q: What other crops d i d  they r a i s e  around De Soto? I t  seems t o  me, I 
t h ink ,  co t ton  was k i n g  down there  a t  one time. 

A: No, no co t ton .  

Q: No cot ton? 

A: No. No, they d i d n ' t  r a i s e  cot ton.  They ra i sed  wheat and hay and a 
l o t  o f  peanuts. 

Q: Peanuts? 

A: Yes. And, oh, potatoes. They d i d n ' t  r a i s e  so many sweet potatoes 
b u t  i t  was when I f i r s t  taught school i n  the  country t h a t  one year. 

Q: Jus t  a c e r t a i n  area. 

A: Jus t  a c e r t a i n  area. And they would stop school f o r  two weeks and 
the  k i d s  a l l  dug s w e e t - d e l l ,  I t h i n k  they dug I r i s h  potatoes too 
but-and they made apple b u t t e r  because I know even i n  t h a t  two weeks I 
c o u l d n ' t  ge t  home because I had t o  go home on the  t r a i n .  And maybe I 
c o u l d n ' t  ge t  a r i d e  down there. I t  was q u i t e  a few m i les  t o  a l i t t l e  
stop. And one t h i n g  funny about tha t ,  I used t o  get  o f f  down there. 
I ' d  leave De Soto about 6:30 on the  I r o n  Mountain Tra in.  I t  run from 
Hurst  t o  Dupo. Well I guess i t  was about two hundred m i les  b u t  no t  from 
De Soto. I t  was, I d o n ' t  know, maybe f o r t y  or  f i f t y  m i les  from De Soto 
down r i g h t  c lose t o  the  M iss i ss ipp i .  Only t h a t  place, where I taught, 
i t  was up i n  the  h i l l s .  Then l a t e r  when I taught a t  Gorham, t h a t  was 
r i g h t  down j u s t  a m i l e  o f f  of the  r i v e r .  I t  was the  Brunkhourst Landing 
and we used t o  go t o  showboats there. 

Q: Oh r e a l l y ?  












































































































