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Q: Was there anything else that she .

A: Oh, put turpentine in a pan if | stuck something in my foot or
something and let it soak in that turpentine in the pan, she'd do that.
And | used to have stone bruises on the back of my heels. | guess it
hit something and bruised or something like that. And she made some
kind of salve and sold it. Grandpa did that too. And advertised it in
a little magazine that went all over the country or in southern lllinois
and people would write to him for this,.

Q: You don't know what was in it?

A: Yes. | know some of the things. Tallow was one thing they used and
she used. |'ve seen her make it. She'd melt that tallow and she'd put
coal oil and turpentine and linseed oil and, | don't know, just a whole
batch of stuff like that. And cook it. And, with that tallow and that
was the background that made it like jellio, you know, kind of like that.

Q: Yes, hold it together.

A: They sent away and got tin boxes, they was round tin boxes, different
sizes. Some of them sold for a quarter and some for a half a dollar.
The person that wanted it had to send a stamped envelope and it was
round thin boxes that they mailed.

Q: Yes. What all was it supposed to do?
A: Well, just whatever sores come along.
Q: Whatever sores come along, you'd put it on.

A: It healed the itch., Calimo, there was calimo in it. And sometimes

if they couldn't get talliow, they used lard, you know, plain lard for a
background for it. That held it altogether. And it was solid and you

could rub it and rub it on, you know. And then they put an ad in some

little magazine that advertised stuff like that.

Q: Did you see much of Ben when you were growing up?

A: When we was going to school together. | mean, | was in grade school
some with him, you know. He'd come home with me every day or two to eat
lunch. Grandma would always want to know what Ben wanted for his lunch.
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And then | knew what |'d get when—she always had pancakes or potatoe
soup or something that Ben liked when he'd come, you know. Fried
potatoes was my special. Some kind of meat, maybe ham or bacon or
something for lunch. | never liked to take my lunch to school. And
then later on Ben got so he come home with me on a certain regular day,
not just hit and miss. It would be so that Grandma would know what we
was going to have for lunch. | liked pancakes. We used to have
waffles.

Q: Did he ever stay all night or anything like that?

A: No. He never stayed all night. And | never stayed all night with my
mother after | left, never did. And | had an aunt, Mom's sister, that
wasn't married when | first went to Grandma's. And | wouldn't go back
down there unless she went with me. The aunt was a good sewer, And she
was the last one of them to die, Aunt Dollie. And her daughters are the
ones that | visit now. She had five daughters and one son.

Q: Yes,

A: And her son was on the way to a basketball game—he was on the
team—when he was sixteen years oid. And they run into a ditch and the
handle of the car punched this boy's lung, punctured it. And-he bled to
death before they could get him to a doctor. He was the only boy and he
was the baby. She was the one that always made my clothes. But then
Grandma later on got so—she even made a red velvet suit for me one
time.

Q: She taught you to sew.

A: She taught me to sew. | always made Betty Lou's clothes. Now |
can't see to sew a seam hardly,

~Q: Before | get into the next area that | want to talk to you about i'm
going to ask you a couple of questions about things that we missed last
week when we were talking. You mentioned your great grandparents'
golden wedding celebration.

A: Yes. | don't know what date it was in but it was in the summer. |
remember that it was summer.

Q: What kind of a celebration was it?
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A: Just a big dinner at their farm. And all of the family that was
living, well of course then there was quite a few of them living., Maybe
none of them were dead, | don't know.

Q: Well it was pretty unusual for someone to live long enough to have a
Golden Wedding.

A: Yes, then.
Q: Then.

A: Yes. Grandma and Grandpa had it on his farm and. they had the dinner
out in the yard. They put the table out there. And | told you that
they had a cake that had marshmallows on top. |t wasn't cut up nor it
wasn't little ones. It was just marshmallows in icing all over the top.
And then some of them in between you know. And some of the family from
Carbondale brought it. And | was just dying to pick one of them off.
They wouldn't let me. | can remember that. | was littie then. My
father hadn't died then or my grandpa hadn't either.

Q: We also talked about the Civil War quite'a bit last time and you told
me about your Uncle Jake and Uncle Moses and being shot and trying to
find food. You also mentioned that you knew something of other
conditions that affected the soldiers during the Civil War. Do you
remember any other conditions that . .

A: Well | know something that happened to my great grandfather Rude.
Grandma said that he—now | didn't hear him tell it but Grandma always
told about it. There was vigilantes that went around. And they might
take somebody out of their house and kill them if they didn't think they
was for the North, you know. And Grandpa—now | don't know why, but he
didn't ever go, that grandpa. | would imagine that he was pretty old.
He didn't go to the Civil War. He didn't go to the army, my great
grandpa. And one night they come, the vigilantes did, and she said they
hid the children . . .

Q: Who's she now?

A: Grandma that raised me. 5he said they put the kids under the beds
and around in the closets and things. And Grandpa and Grandma just let
the people, had them to come in the house. But they didn't have none of
the kids out. They was all hid. And they questioned Grandpa because he
didn't go to the Civil War. | guess they thought maybe he wasn't on the
North's side but he was.
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Q: This was in De Soto?

A: That was out on the farm, that very farm where we had the Golden
Wedding. | don't know what all the reasons was that he didn't go. But
| just imagine—he must have been—they didn't call him. He never was
called.

Q: And this was just a vigilante group that was . . .
A: A vigilante group that went around and .

Q: Took the law into their own hands.

A: Yes, they did.

Q: Do you remember any other stories that Uncle Jake and Uncle Moses
might have told you about the Civil War?

~ A: Well, they told about different places that they were, you know, and
the dead that they'd seen and their friends that was killed. And some
of the De Soto people were killed, you know, in the Civil War. And some
of them are still buried down in De Soto cemetery. But the
cemetery—they've kept it up well but, you know, that's a long time ago
and those stones, they was just as thin, you know how the Civil War
stones were. They was about that thick.

Q: Only about three ‘inches thick.

A: But they was easy broke with something, maybe a limb off of a tree or
something in the cemetery. And | can remember years and years when |
went to see because they always put a flag on them when they decorated,
you know. And maybe there would be just a part of the stone there,

Well gradually the whole stone would be gone. Well, they've lost track
of who all those people are, you know. And they were Civil War. Of
course my grandfather is buried there. And Frank's grandfather and, oh,
there's Jots that had later stones that lived past that thin stone, you
know, that they put up, more thicker, you know. And they're still
standing. And of course they were of the same age that Uncle Jake and
Uncle Moses and all of them were. And | don't know—there's no way of
knowing. And they just keep that mowed, all of that part where the
Civil War peoplie were buried. There's three parts to the cemetery, that
old part, and then there's a newer part where Frank and people like that
are buried. And now there's a newer part to it of the people of this
age that are being buried. And they keep it up lovely., We pay for it.
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| mean, people donate. | always do and other, everybody else. And then
the county pays so much. But it's not enough to keep everything nice.
But now one of my cousins that runs the restaurant, she's built one of
those—well, it's a different thing than |'ve seen other places. |t
looks like a granite place for two people under ground, you know. |It's
kind of like a mausoleum only just for individual peopie.

Q: Well, you don't remember then any other stories that maybe your
grandfather might have told about the Civil War?

A: No, | don't. Now my grandfather in the Company C that he was in, and
that's a De Soto company, he was the postmaster. He handled the news
that come in. Of course he had a gun and fought if they was accosted
vou know.

Q: How did he handle the news that came in?

A: Qh, letters then he'd pass around, the ones in his company;

Q; Oh, | see what you're saying.

A: Yes. See, he was in Company C. And there'was one hundred men.
Q: Did any of these peoplé go down into the South, other than . . .

A: Yes. Most all of them went down into the South. Most all of them
from De Soto that went to Cairo. That's the place that they went to be
shipped out.

Q: Do you ever remember them saying anything about their reaction to the
southerners?

A: Oh they neighbored with them. They treated a lot of them just like
brothers, people that they'd meet. There wasn't much hatred to it the
way they talked. Of course maybe they softened up a little bit after
they got out of the war but really there wasn't any hatred there. Not
like if they'd been Germans or french or Italians or something like
that, some foreign person. But they killed them. And the South killed
our men. But that last year was a terrible thing in the South because
they just invaded. Well, just like from Atlanta to the sea, you've
often heard how they treated. Betty Lou found something that was
interesting to me. |t's not about that of course. But | think it's
interesting. It gives . . . that lived here quite a long time ago and
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she went to school with Sherry. And she called me from Indianapolis one
night not too long ago and asked me what President was not married when
he was in the President's place, you know, when he was

Q: Yes.

A: And took me by surprise and the only one | could think of was——can |
think of him? When he was first elected, the first term he wasn't
married then., But then the last time—see, he skipped a time. Grover
Cleveland. And, can you think of anybody else?

End of Side Two, Tape Two

A: Well, it was three or four rooms, like a little hospital.
Q: That was Dr. Spring?

A: Yes, and he was black.

Q: Yes. Dr. Spring, you mentioned, came into . . .

A: He was the doctor for the company because most of the men—oh, there
were some white men that worked in the mines. There was three mines
there.

Q: All owned by the same company?
A: Yes, Madison Coal Company.
Q: Part of the Madison Coal Company.

A: Yes. They had those blacks, they had to have a doctor because no
white man would doctor them, you know, no white man would doctor them.

Q: Would bother with them.

A: And Frank got a thumb mashed one time and he went to Dr. Spring and
thought he was just great.
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Q: He probably was.

A: And | went to the school board and asked them if | could have him
bring in all of his Indian relics. His wife was an Indian, she really
was. And he tried to be connected with the indian race. But he was
black.

Q: Did he come into De Soto and treat people?
A: Oh no. They wouldn't let him.
Q: They wouldn't let him do it.

A: They let him come to get drugs at the drugstore and they let
him—they didn't make him walk down the middle of the street. Anybody
else come to catch the train to go someplace, you know, they made them
walk——they wouldn't let them walk on the sidewalk.

Q: The blacks all had to walk down the middie of the street.
A: Middle of the street.
Q: But Dr. Spring could walk down the sidewalk.

A: He could walk on the sidewalk and go in the drugstore. But then he
had to just turn around and go back—well at that time he had a car and
people commenced that we had a car at that time, secondhand. You know,
we didn't have money enough to buy a new one. And | think | told you it
was during World War | and a man came from St. Louis and bought up all
the stray cars that anybody would sell. Of course you couldn't get a
car, you know. And Frank had gone to work at the mines and he had a
crew of blacks. He was face boss. He got along fine with them. He
didn't have any trouble with them. And that fellow knew | had a car, or
he found out when he got—I| guess the police or somebody told him. And
| sold that car without Frank's approval. (chuckles) And | was so
afraid he wasn't going to like it. But he bought it and paid me such a
big price for it and he wanted to give me a certified check. | didn't
know what a certified check was. 1'd never seen one. And | made him go
to the bank with me to be sure that it was all right before |'d let him
have the car. We've always laughed about that. )
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Q: In other words you sold the car because it was too big of a price to,
turn down?

A: Oh | couldn't turn the price down. And Frank was thrilled when he
got home.

Q: What kind of a car was it?
A: Ford, Model T.
Q: Model T Ford.

A: Yes. And it was second-hand. And, you know, it wasn't too good but
it was such a big price. | don't even remember the price now. But it
was such a big price that—three or four times more than we'd ever paid
for it or anything.

Q: | wonder why he was giving you such a big price on it.
A: Well, they couldn't buy a new one.

Q: ! see. Oh, that was during the war,

A: During the war and they was making guns and ammunition and tanks and
things like that.

Q: The same situation occurred in World War 11,

A: Yes, | know. But this was in World War |. And Frank went over to
Herrin and registered to go into the army, you know. His boss, the
super intendent of all of those mines just followed him on over and told

them, "You can't take him. | need him. They need the coal." And | was
thrilled to death and Frank was so disappointed. | was teaching school
then,

Q: Yes. What's a face boss? You said frank was a face boss.

A: Well, they managed the coal down, how to get the coal out down in the
mine.
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Q: He was down in the mine all of the time then?

A: Well most of the time. He had to come up and get material and take
it down, you know, and, oh, he'd have a pretty big crew you know.

Q: Yes. These blacks that worked at the mines, did the blacks wander
into De Soto on their own or did they go to the south and recruit them?

A: No. They went to the south and recruited them. And they didn't like
that. The white people didn't. And that's why they killed them. 5See,
they killed a lot of them.

Q: in other words, they were taking the whites' jobs.
A: Yes, they was taking their jobs.
Q: Well then, they- paid them less, in other words, the mine . . .

A: They paid the blacks less, yes.

o

And that's why they did recruit them.

A: Sure. See, the miners had a union. And then finally they was having
so much trouble with those blacks. They didn't make the trouble. |t
was the white people that was making the troublie. | wouldn't have dared
to have said that down there way back then.

Q: Of course not.

A:s But they was causing so much trouble, the white people were, on
account of them being there. They killed—one time in Herrin—they had
gone to Chicago and gotten white people to come down. And those white
people didn't know what they was getting into. They knew they was going
to have a job and they wanted it, you know. |t was bad times. They
killed twenty~two of them, they made them crawl on their hands ‘and knees
to the cemetery and shot all of those twenty—two right in the cemetery.

J: Was this done by the whites that came down from Chicago?

A: No. |t was done by the local people if they was taking their jobs.
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Q: Yes.

A: That's terrible. | think along about 1922 that must have been. I'm
not sure exactly what date that was but | think about 1922.

Q: You mentioned a fight between white and black girils, the white and
black girlis' basketball teams.

A: My basketball team.
Q: This was when you were teaching in De Soto?

A: No, when | was teaching in Cartervilie. 1'd got well acquainted with
Dr. Spring and he was just a perfect gentleman. And he had showed me
all of the different things that he had, oh, very valuable things 1ike
headdresses, you know, out of feathers, fine feathers and all kinds of
arrowheads and utensils to cook in that the Indians used, you know, just
an awful lot of things. And in the first of our book that we went by
there was a lesson in September that whole week we talked Indian lore,
you know, how the people around had settled in that part of the country
and about the Indians and how they had had to move and all of that, you
know. So | asked the school board if | could get Dr, Spring to come in
and bring all of that. And they said, well, they'd try and see how it
went along. Well, it went along fine. He let the kids—he fixed up a
table and had all of this on a table and then he'd let them touch it and
talk about it and . . .

Q: And the school board would let him come in and show those things to
the children?

A: And they let him come in and he came in the whole week. Every day he
would come in and bring something different. Well then we talked
about~| had a girls basketball team. And | talked to him about it and
he said, "Well, we've got one out there at that colored school." They
didn't call it a hospital but that's what it was. And his wife was the
nurse. She took care of the ones who would have to stay overnight. And
the minute we got—one of the other teachers went with me because we had
to have two cars. And when we got there—and | had talked to them and
we was all going to just be nice and friendly and polite to each other
and the minute my girls stepped out of the car those black girls and
them—| don't know who started it but they just went after each other
and hit and knocked and knocked each other down. And the only thing we
could do was just load our girls up back in the car and take them back.
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Q: Did you ever, after it was over, think about why it might have
happened or . . .

A: No. Just because of the background. They knew that their parents
had lost their jobs at one time or another because that's the only thing
that could have caused it,

Q: Yes. |It's interesting that the school board would iet Dr. Spring
come in and show his things but would not let him live in the town.

A: Oh no. Oh no. And to this day there's not a black who lives there.
And there's the coliege close and then there's the vocation school there
too, out south of town.

Q: Are Colp and Dewmaine still black towns?
A: They're a little bit. | think they must be a little bit white.

Q: Was the school in Colp comparable to the school, for instance, in De
Soto as far as the physical plant was concerned?

A: In Carterville?

Q: Yes.

A: | imagine so. | didn't have no way of knowing.

Q: | thought maybe at some point in time you'd seen it.

A: No. No | didn't. Oh, the building—it was a new building. The mine
company built the school.

e

A: Yes. And then they built one at Colp. And then later on in Cdlp
there was white people. And they hired black teachers then. S5ee, then
colored people wasn't trained to teach. They didn't .

Q: You also mentioned at one time seeing a wagonioad of blacks .
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A: Well, they killed them and . . .
Q: What brought that on?

A: They was going out to break the strike, you know, take the white
man's jobs and as they come in they shot them and loaded them up in a
wagon and just hauled them out there to Dewmaine and dumped them out in
the road.

Q: The townspeople didn't have any reaction to that? They didn't . . .

A: They was glad they were killed. They had a tough man by the name of
Walker that was—and more than likely he heiped kill them. | always
felt like he did.

Q: Was he the one that was connected with the Ku Klux Klan?
A: No. No, he wasn't hooked up with them at all.

Q: How much did you know about the Klan in that area? Do you have any
memory of the Klan operating in that area?

A: Not much because what was there was the two bunches of the brothers
and another bunch that was selling whiskey, bootleg. They called it
bootleg whiskey. And they would take each other's people that bought
whiskey from them, you know. They'd reduce it a little bit and of
course it turned into just a vendetta.

Q: What was your school like, Marie, that you started school in? How
many grades and . . .

A: The country school that | first taught?

Q: What was the name of the country school? Or, no, the first school
that you went to yourself, your own school experience.

A: Oh, my own school. Well, the first two years that | went to school
it was a four—room school in De Soto. | went up the stairs. Instead of
having the older ones climb -the steps they had us. But . think it was
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because it was a smaller room and they had so many larger pupils or
older pupils downstairs in the big rooms, you know. | went there twice,
two years. Then they built that brick red school that you saw,.

Q: Yes.

A: | went there and later taught. They had built a part onto the back.
th that picture you can see what they built-on.

Q: Yes. How many rooms were in the school that you went to originally?

A: Well, there was four first and then we moved to this new building and
there's eight in it.

Q: Did each room have a teacher?

A: Yes.

.Q: What were the subjeéts that were taught at that timé?

A: Well, orthography was one thing that‘you doh't hear of anymore.
Q: Yes. What is orthography?

A: Well, it's about pronunciation of words by syllables and diagraming.
I'd say it's English. .

Q: Yes.

A: That's one of the things that was different. Then speiling and
arithmetic and reading and | know | never missed a word in three years.
And | got a little gold pin that had my teacher's initials on and said,
"To M.5." you know. And I've still got it.

Q: Did this school go through the eighth grade?

A: Well, two years of high school.
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Q: And that's all you had, two years of high school?

A: Yes, until | went to Carterville,

Q: Yes. What were your school books? Do you remember your books?

A: They were Harpers, Harpers Readers. And a Cavitt, a man by the name
of Cavitt printed orthography. But | kind of think maybe it could have
been-—see there's some Cavitt's here. Betty Lou's principal is a Cavitt
now. But he says he don't know anybody. Betty Lou was asking him one
time about it. So | don't know.

0: How many students did you generglly have in the school?

A: That | taught?

Q: No, when you were in school.

A: Oh, when | . .

Q: In your early yéars.

A: Well in my class | think maybe twenty—five or thirty.

Q: An even mixture of boys and girls?

A: Yes, yes.

Q: What kind of egquipment did you have to use in the schools?

A: Nothing much. We had a library. |t was just a bookcase. We called
it a library. We had a stove in each room, a big brown stove and we'd

- get out and play in the snow and we'd come in and we'd smell. When we'd
get hot we'd sit around the stove.

Q: Sure, sure.

A: And we just had a bath once a week, you know, on Saturday. And you
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got clean clothes, a round of clean underwear and socks and everything.
That was about what we had.

Q: And then was that to last you the week?

A: Yes. When you got home you took off your school dress. And then you:
wore lots of aprons, little fancy aprons with ruffles over the
shoulders. You've seen those kind.

Q: Yes.

A: And generally a basic dress, a wool dress, you know, maybe just a
plain fromnt, you know, and buttoned down the back and no collar or
anything on the dress more than likely. Plain sleeves. Then this fancy
apron over.

Q: Did you have more than one dress or . . .

A: Oh yes. Yes, | had several dresses. | think | had more dresses made
out of some of my aunt's old dresses than-—generally you have one aunt
that has real nice clothes, you know. And | had an aunt that sewed real-
well, 5he'd make me all kinds of dresses out of Aunt Abbie's clothes.

Q: I'm sure you had to wear long stockings and . . .

A: Oh, long black ones. And one time | was ready to go to school and |
had a hole in a black long stocking. | just got the dye, shoe polish,
and dobbed that leg, over my heel with black shoe polish. And they
never knew | had a hole in my socks.

Q: (laughs) What kind of shoes did you have to wear, Marie?

A: | never had any that fit me, not till | got so that | could go to
Murphrysboro and buy my own shoes when | commenced to teach school., |
had a narrow foot, a real narrow foot.

Q: Were they high topped shoes?

A: Button, buttonshoes. And . . .
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Q: Was it button hook?

88

A: Grandma Walker gave me, out of the store—she always gave me two pair

of shoes, one for Christmas and one pair for good. You know, one for

school. One time she gave me a pair of—they looked like cowhide. They

didn't have no patent leather toes. They just buttoned up, you know.
didn't like them at all. | had to wear them because she gave them to
me. And one girl made fun of my shoes at school and the teacher made
her apologize to me. | cried.

Q: Oh sure.

A: And | think | was about eight or nine years old. And | never did
like that girl afterwards.

Q: That's natural. Children can be very cruel.

A: Well, |'ve often thought | liked her real well to begin with., And
whenever she made fun of my shoes | didn't like her.

Q: Did you have to use a button hook on them?

A: Yes,

Q: Oh boy! What was discipline Tike in the school at that time?
A: They whipped. The teachers whipped you.

Q: Oh they did?

A: Yes.

Q: what #id they use?

A: A paddle.

Q: A regular wooden paddie.
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A: Yes.

Q: For what infractions for instance?

A: Well, for me, | got whipped once. | cut Frank and my initials on the
seat on the front of the desk. | ought to have been whipped.

Q: Oh. (laughter)

A: But | didn't think—there was several of them. The teacher went
around and | took an indelible pencil and wrote, rubbed it in so that he
wouldn't see it. And instead | guess he rubbed his hand over it and
found out that | had cut it, the back of my seat, | cut my initials,
Frank's initials and mine together. And | didn't have no more any idea
of ever going with him or anything in my life then,

Q: It was just subconscious.

A: | guess,
Q: | thought he was a smart aleck. | always thought he was just, you
know, a big shot. | don't know why | cut his initials because | never

went with him until | was nineteen years old.

Q: Something was lingering there.

A: Yes. | know that when he went to visit some of his folks in Nebraska
he wrote me a letter back from there. And then we was just kids. But |
never had any idea when | would have a date with him. But later after
we got married we went back out there to Nebraska to see those people.

Q: But you had never met them before.

A: | had never met them before.

(: When you were referring to teachers a minute ago you said he,

_A: That was the teacher.
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Q: That was the teacher. Were there just as many male teachers as women
or - - -

A: Yes, yes.
Q: . . . or more?

A: No. They were about even. | think | had maybe four male teachers
and | was always afraid of them, the men.

Q:‘Not afraid of the women but afraid of the men.
A: Afraid of the men,
Q: Yes.

A: And | had one teacher that came from Carbondale. And she had two
dresses, a red, a real dark red wool dress and a real pretty blue dress.
And to make it look different she would wear a little lace collar or a
blue ribben or something to make the dress look different, you know.

And | always thought those two dresses were just the prettiest thing
that | ever saw. But it wasn't the dresses that was so pretty. |t was
the little things that she had around. Or she'd wear a scarf around and
have it pinned with a pretty pin on one side.

Q: She used her imagination.

A: She did. Her name was Donson. And | always liked her a lot.
Q: Do you have any memory of the quality of teaching at that time?
A: No.

Q: Or did you ever compare it in your mind?

A: No.

Q: You didn't think much about it.
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A: |t seemed like | had good teachers. | always felt like | did. |

went to school to a girl or a lady by the name of Winters. The first

schoo! | ever went to. And when | went back to De Soto to teach school
her first child went to schoecl with me in her first grade.

Q: Really?

A: Yes. And we ailways talked—Miss Gerty always talked to me when we'd
meet, you know, about how was her daughter, Dorothy, how she was doing.
And now when | go back to De Soto—I| always go back on . . . because
Frank's down there. | always go back down on Decoration Day. Betty Lou
takes me back. And | used to go back on the bus. And then | have drove
back. When Frank was living, after he got so he couldn't drive even, |
used to drive down there. It's 175 miles.

Q: It's a long trip then.

A: Yes. |t was a long trip. And | always meet that girl. She lives in
St. Louis. Dorothy comes down to decorate her mother's grave because
she's buried there.

Q: And what was hér Jast name?

A: Winters,

Q: You mentioned a Miss Gerty too.

A: Yes. Well, Miss Gerty Winters.

Q: | see,

A: Yes,

Q: How long was your school day and your school year?
A: Well, it was seven months.,

Q: Oh seven months?
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A: Yes. The first year | taught though was six. That was out in the
country. And then they quit two weeks to dig sweet potatoes.

Q: At what time of the year was that?

A: In the fall. They raised sweet potatoes. It was hilly. See, it was
just off the Mississippi River.

Q: What other crops did they raise around De Soto? It seems to me, |
think, cotton was king down there at one time.

A: No, no cotton.
Q: No cotton?

A: No. No, they didn't raise cotton. They raised wheat and hay and a
lot of peanuts.

Q: Peanuts?

A: Yes., And, oh, potatoes. They didn't raise so many sweet potatoes.
but it was when | first taught school in the country that one year.

Q: Just a certain area.

A: Just a certain area. And they would stop school for itwo weeks and
the kids all dug sweet—well, | think they dug irish potatoes too
but-—and they made apple butter because | know even in that two weeks |
couldn't get home because | had to go home on the train. And maybe |
couldn't get a ride down there. It was quite a few miles to a little
stop. And one thing funny about that, | used to get off down there.

I'd leave De Soto about 6:30 on the Iron Mountain Train. It run from
Hurst to Dupo. Well | guess it was about two hundred miles but not from
De Soto. It was, | don't know, maybe forty or fifty miles from De Soto
down right close to the Mississippi. Only that place, where | taught,
it was up in the hills, Then later when | taught at Gorham, that was
right down just a mile off of the river., 1t was the Brunkhourst Landing
and we used to go to showboats there.

Q: Oh really?


































































































































































