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Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape—recorded interview conducted by
Elizabeth K. Dixon for the Oral History office in November 198L. Julie
Allen transcribed the tape and Linda Jett edited the transcript.
Elizabeth K. Dixon reviewed the transcript.

Marie Williams was born on August 14, 1893 in De Soto, Il1linois. She
was raised in a strict environment by her grandmother South. Marie
attended Southern {1linois University at Carbondale and after graduating
began a teaching career which took her from De Soto, to Gorham, to
Herrin, and, when she married, to Carterville, lllinois. Marie and her
husband, Frank, moved to Springfield, |1linois when he lost his mining
job at the peak of the Depression.

The interviewer, Elizabeth K. Dixon, was born and lives in Springfield,
I1linois. She received her Bachelor of Arts Degree in History from
Knox College, Galesburg, l[1linois and her Master of Arts Degree in
History from Sangamon State University, Springfieid, l1linois.

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and the interviewer, narrator, and editor
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent
in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. |t may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Il1linois 62794~9243



Marie South Williams, November 5, 1984, Sprimngfield, Iilinois.

Elizabeth K. Dixon, Interviewer.

Q: Marie, what is your full name?

A: Marie South Williams.

Q: When were your born?

" A: August the 1k4th, 1893 in De Soto, Illinois.
Q: what ére your parents' names?

A: My mother's name was Lucy Katherine Walker to begin with, That was
her maiden name. And my dad's name was Byron South. Now | know he had
a middie name but | don't remember that.

Q: Did your parents have any brothers ‘or sisters?

A: My father had one sister and a brother. And my mother had-—let's
see, there were four girls and two boys.

Q: Do you know their names?
A: Besides my mother's name, Carrie, Dollie, Abbie—did | name Carrie?

Q: Yes.

A: And Lois and Harry and Lester,



Marie South Williams 2

Q: What were your grandparents' names on your father's side of the
family?

A: Mary Rude.

Q: This would be on your father's side.
A: Yes. And—let's see, Mary Rude.

Q: And what was his name?

A: And Thomas South.

Q: And what are your grandparents' names on your mother's side of the
family?

A: Their name was Farner, my great—grandmother and grandfather, but |
don't know what their-—they were dead before | was . .

Q: Your grandparents were dead on your mother's . . .
A: No, my grand—oh no . . .
Q: Your grandparents' names on your mother's side of the family.

A: On the mother's side—that was Rebecca Farner Walker and Samuel
Walker.

Q: Okay.

A: But, Samuel Walker, my grandfather, was dead before | was born. But
my grandmother was living.

Q: What did your grandfather do on your father's side of the family?
What was his work?

A: At one time at the beginning of their life he was a farmer in Ohio.
And he served in the Civil War on the North's side. And then they moved
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back to De Soto. | mean, she was born in De Soto, Mary, my grandmother
was born in De Soto out in the country. And then later on, after she
had had three children—she never was home—after she went to Ohio they
lived there until they had these three children.

Q: Yes.

A: Then they moved back to De Soto and my grandfather was---he sold fruit
trees and strawberries and things like that, plants and he traveled
through the country. A nurseryman is what he was, that was the name of
his occupation.

Q: Did he carry his plants by wagon and .

A: Yes.

D: . . . and just traveled throughout the countryside?
A: That's right.

Q: Did he grow his own plants there?

A: Yes.

Q: And then would take them up in the spring?

A: And then take them up in the spring and then sell them. And he also
had a nursery that he bought from, certain kinds of trees that were hard
to raise, the climate wouldn't be suitable there.

Q: Yes.
A: | don't remember the nurserymen because, you know, | was little , .
Q: Yes.

A: . ... when he passed away.



Marie South Williams I
Q: What did your grandfather do on your mother's side of the family?

A: Oh, he run a store. He had a store in De Soto and he sold furniture.
He had a warehouse full of furniture. You know, at that time people
didn't travel around to buy things. They didn't have means of
transportation, only just wagons, you know. And he would have it
shipped it in by railroad, you know, and they'd unload it there at the
depot. And that's the way they got their groceries even for their
store. |t was set up—there was a local train that brought in things
like that. |t didn't travel very far, maybe to two or three other
little towns around, you know.

Q: Yes. Well did the furniture come from New York that way?
A: | expect they did come from New York?

Q: Did the furniture come by train or by water?

A: No, by train.

Q: By train.

A: Yes. |t was fifty miles to Cairo and that's the nearest big water
that there was around. That's the Mississippi there,

Q: Yes.

A: And maybe it came to Cairo by train or water, | don't know how it
came from New York. But my grandfather they said—of course | didn't
know him—that he at one time went to New York. Now | don't know if he
went any other time or not, but while he was there. he bought two pianos
and brought also that big mirror that | have in my living room that you
saw. -

Q: Yes.

A: And one piano was for the girls at home that wasn't married and the
other piano was for the oldest married girl in the family. And up to
the time of the tornado that was still in my grandmother's house and
also in my aunt's house. And of course after that it was just pieces |
suppose.
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Q: You don't have any idea where the furniture was made, do you?

A: No | don't, but it came from New York. But more than likely it
wasn't made there. Maybe up into the New England states. ’

Qtf Q: How big of a store did he have, Marie?
A: Huge. Everything.
Q: What? A block?

A: No, half a block, but he owned all the buildings in that block. And
he sold men's suits. They measured men for their suits and also had
some on hand, you know, to sell.

Q: Yes,
A: And groceries, all kinds of groceries, had a bank in the store.
Q: Groceries in with the clothes?

A: Yes. VYes, just aisles of clothing, men's shirts and shoes and
everything. Then there would be an aisle of groceries in the center.
And then one end was the meat and they even dressed chickens and turkeys
and things like that out in a big warehouse in the back.

Q: Oh. Where did the meat come from? Did that come from . . .
A: They had a man to butcher.
Q: Yes. Did he find that meat in the area around . . .

~A: He bought the meat in the area. And |'m sure it wasn't inspected or
anything else at that time.

Q: No, no. Did the clothes come out of New York like the furniture or
did they come . . .
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A: | think they came from St. louis because . . . later on my
grandmother had her son—-in-law to come in, the oldest one.

Q: Yes.
A: And she made him a partner with her.
Q: Yes.

A: |t was called Walker and Alben Store. And | know later on in life
they took me to St. Louis when | was fifteen—that's the farthest |'ve
ever been away from home—when | was fifteen years old they had the son,
my cousin, that was up at Upper Alton at military school

Q: Oh, was that Western Military 5chool?

A: Yes. Yes, they took me with them to see him graduate. And then my
Uncle George and Aunt Addie, we went over to St. Louis and went to an
opera which |'d never seen, you know, before. |'d never been into an
opera house. And we visited Uncle George's sister and they had an
electric car., '

Q: Oh my!
A: Like an automobile.
Q: Yes.

A: And they took us in that to the opera. And |'d never been in a car
before,

Q: Oh, how exciting!
A: Yes, |t was exciting.
Q: Well, you went by train to St. Louis.

A: We went by train to St. Louis.
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Q: And that train left from De Soto.
A: Well, it didn't originate there.
Q: But, you picked it up in De Soto.

A: But we picked it up in De Sotc. Every passenger train then stopped
there and . . .

Q: What railroad was that?

A: I1linois Central. And then we was in St. Louis and we went to the
wholesale houses and, oh, | thought | was something else. When | got
back home | just could tell them yards of things, that those kids that |
run around with just didn't know, you know.

Q: (laughter) That's right!

A: | made them think |'d been some piace! |f you'd have heard me talk
about it, you'd have thought |'d been to Paris, you know.

Q: Well, | suspect it was just about as exciting.

A: Well it was., |t was just as exciting and then we stayed at the
Statler Hotel and | thought that was great. And that's the first time |
ever ate, oh, different foods you know, that | didn't know existed. For
instance, lobster, for one thing., | didn't know how to eat it. And |
know Uncle George and Aunt Abbie saw that they had a son the same age as
me—we was just a week apart in our age. That was exciting for Arthur
to see me because he was graduating too., They had two boys. Oh, in
fact, they had three boys. But the young one, he was iittle, much
younger than—well, he was seven years younger than me.

Q: And this was up at Alton, lllinois.
A: That was Alton, |1linois, Upper Alton.
Q: Upper Alton.

A: Yes, at military school. And the oldest boy got to be the president
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of the First National Bank at Carbondale later on. Then the other boy
took over the store and helped Grandma and his dad in the store the rest
of his life. And then when they died he took the store over.

Q: | see.

A: Yes. |t was just one . . .

Q: Generation after another.

A: Yes, one generation after another. And . . .

Q: How did your grandfather start this store? Do you know—do you have
any knowiedge of that? | mean .

A: No | don't. | don't know anything because, see . ., .
Q: You don't know where his funds came from or . . .

A: No. | don't know anything about it. But that was a settlement there
of people from the East. ’

Q: From Pennsylvania?

A: From Pennsylvania. They were Pennsylvania Dutch. And all of them
Lutherans. And my grandfather, they said, bought the first organ for
the Lutheran Church after they got it built. And now Frank, my husband,
his grandfather was a carpenter and my grandfather had enough
training~he built a lot of furniture, you know, in their own home., He
made a bedroom suite and the corner cabinets in my grandmother's kitchen
he made. And he made that little stool there. See, he was dead before
I ever come on the scene,

Q: | just thought maybe you might remember, did they say what he did in
Pennsylvania before he moved?

A: No. | don't know that.

Q: | was wondering if he might not have been a cabinet maker of some
sort or a furniture maker.
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A: He could have been because a lot of them had learned that.
Q: They Qere——that was one of their fortes ., . .

A: Yes, that's right.

Q: . . . the Pennsylvania Dutch people.

A: Yes. My grandmother came from Somerset too.

Q: You mentioned something . .

A: But they wasn't married then. But they—they migrated, the people
did. They come down, Grandpa and Grandma didn't come at the same time.
| think Grandma was there before Grandpa ever came. And they came down
the Ohio River and instead of going on to Cairo they stopped—they went
on the Wabash down and got off at some landing.

Q: You méan Wabash River.

A: Yes.

Q: You don't know what kind of a boat they came, what the boat was like?
A: Well, they called it a flatboat. | don't . . .

Q: Qalled it a flathoat.

A: Yes. That's what Grandma used to tell us.

Q: You mentioned one time to me that the Pennsylvania Dutch were a breed
unto themselves,

A: Yes.

Q: Why do you say that?
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A: Well, they're different. They stick together. Maybe when they'd
migrate from Europe, maybe they did that to protect themselves, | don't
know. Far back, you know, farther back than my grandparents.

Q: That's good reasoning.

A: Yes. It could have been that. And they all stuck to the Lutheran
church., And they—when they could congregate for anything, even though
other churches had it, they stuck to themselves. They seemed like they
enjoyed each other's company more than they did anybody else's. And
that made them seem to me like they were—of course my grandmother when
| went to live with her, my grandmother on my father's side, she was a
Methodist. And {1 went to the Methodist church with her some.

Q: Yes,

A: But | was baptized in the Lutheran Church because my parents—well my
father wasn't, but my mother was baptized in the Lutheran church and
always went there, And | know one thing about my grandmother South.

She had rheumatism real bad. Or that's what they called it. Now |
guess they'd call it arthritis. We'd go to church and most everybody
that could got down on their knees whenever they prayed.

Q: Yes.

A: Well, Grandma couldn't have got up if she have got down. | can see
now that if she'd have got down on her knees she couldn't have got up.
Somebody would have had to have lifted her up. So she'd just lean her
head down like that on the front seat, you know, in front of her. And |
was worried about it. | thought she wouldn't go to heaven.

Q: Oh dear!

A: And one time the preacher—she invited the preacher to come home and
eat dinner with us and | told the preacher about it, and he just laughed
about it and he said, "Well, if your grandma don't go to heaven, there
won't be anybody there.”" (laughter) But | was so worried because |
thought Grandma wouldn't go to heaven because she couldn't get down on
her knees. | got down on my knees.

Q: Yes. You were going to be sure to go to heaven.
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A: (chuckles) Yes. Yes, | was sure going to be there.

Q: You indicated that your grandfather had another business other than
the furniture store.

A: Well the .
Q: All of the businesses in this one building.

A: Yes, all but the furniture and it was off in a big warehouse they
always called it.

Q: Well, who had the flour mill?
A: After my grandfather died my grandmother bought a mill, a flour mill.
Q: And where was that located?

A: Well it was south of town with-a little pond. And other businesses

were not close to it. |t was way down on the same street, on the main

street through town—you know, it was a little town about seven hundred
people.

Q: Yes.

A: And they'd come to Grandma and ask her if they could baptize people
in that. And of course she always let them. The Lutherans just
sprinkled you know. And she'd let them baptize there and sometimes
they'd have a big meeting at some of the other churches in the winter
and they'd cut the ice and well, it just—they'd dip them under the—and
nobody ever had pneumonia afterwards.

Q: They were dressed in some sort of white sheet or . . .
A: No, no, no.
Q: Just everyday .

A: Everyday clothes it looked like.
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Q: What denominations were these, Marie, that .

A: Methodists and Baptists. There was just three churches there at one
time, or at the beginning, you khow. There was a Baptist and a
Methodist. Later on there was another Methodist and just one Baptist.
Then there was-—after that there was a Presbyterian as the town grew and
more people was there,

Q: Yes. That baptizing--|'ve never seen that done personally. That's
interesting.

A: Well this was out in the open, you know, in a just a little—they
called it a pond, not a lake. |t was about twice as big as this room
you know. That's water they had to use for steam to run the mill, And
they had a great big silk roller, siltk goods, cloth. And, oh, it was
big around. And it would run that way and then they'd rewind it and
roll it again and the flour went through that, it sifted it.

Q: | see.

A: And they had two brands of flour. And they made cormmeal too. And
she hired a miller, you know, and other men to work. And | don't know
how she come to buy it or what caused her to want a miil. But maybe to
keep the mill there and bring in grain from the country all around and
as far as Elkville, that was another little town close, they'd bring
their grain to drop it to grind., You know, there, even though if they
wanted their own cornmeal or whatever they wanted out of their wheat,
she'd grind it for a price, you know.

Q: Did she run the mill herself?
A: She didn't run it. She hired a . . .

Q: Manager.

A: Yes. He was a miller. And when that would get frayed at the sides,
the silk, then they'd have to buy a new roll of silk and there was other
grandchildren at that time. And she'd let us have dresses made out of
that silk. And of course the silk was all white. And our mothers would
dye the goods pink or light biue or any color that . . .
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Q: What did they use for dyes?

A: Well, | don't know what they used. | don't know what they used for
dye but . . .

Q: | would think they would be natural dyes of some sort.
A: Oh, | imagine it was natural dyes .
Q: Berries and things like that.

A: . . . because | don't—! know they used to do that. And | know my
grandmother—I| 've heard her tell how they dyed with berries and then
they'd have to let it set a long time with vinegar to set it, you know.
And they even made-—they raised their own wool, their sheep and sheared
them you know. And then they would make that wool into cleth. And they
called it linsey cloth. L—-I-N-S—E-Y, linsy cloth. And they always had
to dye it because it was kind of a grayish color. And it was wool and
that's the kind of clothes they—and she said her father made her shoes.

Q: He did?
A: Yes.
Q: How did he—he was obviously a cobbler, but . . .

A: Well, he made their shoes that they wore to school and they didn't
wear shoes through the summer at all. They waited till it was real cool
weather and each one of them had a pair of shoes through the winter.

And | imagine he made them maybe more in the summer and had them ready
for them because they had nine children. And | was at my great
grandmother and grandfather's golden wedding. | can remember it. They
lived on a farm north of De Soto.

Q: What was their farm 1ike?

A: Well it was just 160 acres and they raised wheat and corn and maybe
some rye. | don't know for sure. And they had a fireplace for the heat
in the living room and that was supposed to heat the whole house and
they had a cookstove which was unusual they thought. They was pretty
proud of that cookstove because not all people had one. And my

. grandmother that | lived with smoked a clay pipe.
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Q: Oh, she did?

A: Yes. But she was very particular about letting anybody know that she
smoked. And of course | was embarrassed a ot of times because she
smoked. And when we'd go to church she'd put a clove in her mouth, you
know, just a . . . -

Q: Kitchen clove,

A: . . . kitchen clove. So her breath wouldn't smell like smoke. And
the way she learned to smoke, she and her sister, their father would
come in tired and sit down to rest, you know, of an evening. And he'd
have the girls go to the fireplace and get a hot coal and put it in on
top of the pipe of the cigarette stuff.

Q: The tobacco.

A: Yes, tobacco. And just that little tiny piece in there—| don't know
how they picked it up, but they put it in on top. Then from the
fireplace to his chair they'd smoke, they'd puff on it to keep it lit,
you know,

Q: Yes.

A: And then they'd give it to him to smoke the pipe. And they kept it
lighted you know so he, it would be all right for him. And they learned
how to smoke, '

Q: That was pretty good service, wasn't it?

A: Yes, it was good service! VYes,

\Q: He couldn't do it for himself.

A: No. Well, he was tired and | guess had been working hard you know.

'Q: Do you remember anything else about that farm that your
great-grandparents lived on?
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A: Nothing, only they had a lot of grandchildren. And they had a well
that had a curb on it. And they had a fence around the curbing of the
well and a gate to go into where the well was. And | often wondered
what was wrong, you know, why they had to have a fence around the well.
And they'd always say, 'Well, that was the way to keep the children from .
failing in the well." They'd try to run the pulley, you know, that
pulled the bucket of water up and down and maybe get overbalanced and
fail in. And so, had that gate there so they couldn't get in, they
couldn't open it, the little ones couldn't.

Q: How far out from De Soto was this farm?
A: A mile and a half.
Q: A mile and a half.

A: Yes.
Q: Did they grow most of the things on their . .

A: Everything, yes, and Grandma says that they used to buy their coffee,
not shelled. The coffee bean—you've seen it where it's been shelled
and not ground, haven't you?

Q: Yes.

A: Well, there's two of those grains. That's just a half a grain, you
see, and it was a grain that was in a shell besides that two halves.

And one time she said that she and her brother were playing with a half’
a bushel of coffee in that shell. And they had it over their shoulder
and they was playing like they was a horse. And all at once a string
came off of the top and they spilled all of that coffee in the, where
they was playing. And it was all dusty, just thick dust you know. And
all that coffee they thought was wasted. And the parents had a piece of
screening wire and they made them dip all of that up and shake it
through that screening wire over and over and over until they got
the—and still it was in the shell and then after they got it shelled
out of course—! don't know if they washed it then or not. But she said
they sure was in deep trouble with their parents.

Q: They would be.

A: Because it was expensive you know.
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Q: Sure, sure. .

A: Talking about wells, my grandmother had a well and a cistern. The
cistern was soft water, you know. We caught it and run it in down . . .

Q: In a gutter and into barrels?
A: No, into the cistern.
Q: | see.

A: We had lead troughs that went down into the cistern, to the cistern.
And when it rained it poured in. Well, along in summer that cistern
sometimes would go dry. But Grandma put me down in the cistern and it
was twelve feet deep. She put a ladder down there, and of course she's
too heavy and old, you know, to go down. She put me down there and we
had to—it wasn't a pump. |t was with a curve and then a bucket way up
at the top on a pulley.

Q: Did it have a crank and a pulley?
A: No, it was just on a rope and a pulley.
Q: | see.

A: And |'d crawl down in that well and | would be just.frightened to
death.

Q: | would think so.

A: Yes. Twelve feet deep and | was a little giri. And she would send
that bucket of clean water down and on the other side—see, there's two
buckets on it to balance it. And on the other side-—|'d put the dirty
water in that other side. And there was a kind of a little concrete
platform inside of it. It was just about . . .

Q: inside the wel]l now?
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A: Yes, inside the well at the bottom, kind of like a little platform.
it must have been about, oh, maybe four or five inches tall, that little
platform. And |'d set the clean water there. And then take a cloth and
wipe all around the bottom and get any dirt or anything out of it. And
|'d make her stand there and talk to me from the top the whole time
because | was afraid. And . . .

Q: Was this done every summer when the well

A: When the well went dry | had to go down and | dreaded it.
Q: What did they do for water after the well went dry?

A: Well, we had a well.

Q: Oh, this is the cistern now that you're talking about?

A: This is the cistern |'m talking about.

Q: That would be very frightening | think . . .

A: It was, it was. | don't think then they realized it was to children,
you know, because | couldn't have been more than ten years old. | went

there when | was eight you know. And | loved to live with her. And she
just meant everything to me. It was wonderful to live with her.

Q: Yes. Getting back to the mill, do you know anything more about the
mill and its operation and how it worked?

A: Well, | don't know much more than that because as | grew alder |
think maybe milling was more profitable in a larger city and maybe
she——| don't know if she sold it to somebody else after that or not. !
don't remember. But it could have been and then later on it was—it
didn't pay or something there because it was a little mill. But it
gathered in the wheat and rye and stuff like that, the different grains,
and corn. And it helped the neighborhood. And then they'd take due
bills and buy their grocery things from Grandma's store. And it could
have been that that's the reason why she bought it, was to make it
profitable for the store too.

Q: Yes,
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A: And you know that she couldn't read and write in English at all. But
she had been to school, to the Dutch school in Pennsylvania in Somerset
County. And you couldn't cheat her. And she taught all of us how to
count and the ABC's in German.

Q: There must have been quite a German settliement.
A: In Somerset?
Q: Yes.

A: | think it was all German. They didn't call them German. They
called them Dutch.

Q: They called them Dutch.

A: And Dutch and German are quite different. But now | don't know
anything about the background of the people, how they come over, only
they come from Holland. | know that our folks first came from Holland.

Q: Came from Holland.

A: Yes. And_HoIland and Germany are §uite different.
Q: Right.

A: The language is similar,

Q: Similar but they're . . .

A: But still they're different,

Q: . . . very different. De Soto, Illinois, is in southern {1iinois.
And this is an area known as Little Egypt. How did this name come
about?

A: Well, in 1850 here in the central part of l1linois there was a famine
that year and people didn't have any grain here at all. And they formed
up a caravan of farmers with covered wagons and they all came down to _
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I1linois, down in southern I1linois, around De Soto and Du Quoin and
Pinckneyville and those towns down in there and bought up all the grain
that they could buy, all that—the southern l1linois peopie, we had a
good crop then. Of course, that's what | hear. | wasn't there at the
‘time. And they bought all of the crop that they could, what they could
spare from down in there. And they camped along the way and cooked out,
you know, on an open fire. And it was so similar to the Egyptians
selling their crops in the Bible—the story is told there—that they
called it Little Egypt. And then there was a town down in southern
I1linois, right at the tip end on the Mississippi and the Ohio River
that they called Cairo. Of course we just called it Cairo, but in Egypt
they called it Cairo and still do. But still everybody calls Cairo,
they call it Cairo in southern |1linois. They might say, Cairo, but
they don't call it Cairo. And that's why it's called Little Egypt and
it still is. Most everything that can have a name like Egypt tacked
onto it, it's called that.

Q: And that covers about the southern third of I1linois.
A: Yes, about—|'d say the third. Anything south of Centralia . . .
Q: Would be part of Little Egypt.

A: Yes, would be part of Little Egypt. Williamson County, Jackson and
all of those counties, Massac, on the way down to Cairo.

Q: How do you spell Massac County?
A: M-A-5-5-A-C.

Q: | never saw that, | didn't realize. . . . Is that an indian name,
Massac?

A: | imagine it is. My grandmother said after they got the Illinois
Central Railroad built through by their farm you know, she said they saw
a lot of Indians walking on the railroad and, you know, there wasn't too
many Iindians here, but still there were some,

Q: There were some back in the countryside.

A: Yes.
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Q: Living in the countryside.

A: And whenever the railroad got built there, why, they would maybe go
to some other part of the United States and they used that to walk on.
I don't know where they would go but maybe because there was indians
down in Tennessee and Oklahoma and down in those countries even after,
well, you know, even after the Civil War there was a lot of them.

Q: Certainly, certainly.

A: And nearly all of the men in my family way back, my relatives way
back-they was all on the Union side. And my mom, my mother and grandma
used to tell about——of course Mom didn't go because she wasn't born
until 1869.

Q: Yes.

A: Grandma Walker's brothers was all in the army on the, well, they was
on the North side. And | think they were all stationed right down at
Cairo. And they used to get in their wagon, their covered wagon and
cook up a lot of stuff and a whole lot of them would go down to see all
of the boys, the brothers and everything. And Grandma said she went
twice when her brothers were down there. And it was interesting to hear
them tell it. And then one of my uncles, great—uncles-—| just knew two
of Grandma's brothers, my Uncle Jake and Uncle Moses. And they both had
been in the army. And Uncle Jake had lost his eyesight, not at the time
that he was in the army but in his older days. And of course he didn't
know very much to talk about, only about his war experience and about
the South, you know, being down there. And | used to go there a lot of
times to just sit and hear him tell about what they ate and how they did
and . . .

Q: Tell me some of that. That would be interesting to know.

A: Well, he'd tell about how they saw the men killed, you know, and they
hated to kill them. They didn't want to do it.

Q: Yes., Where did these particular batties take place? In what state?

A: Well, | just don't remember about what ones they were but they were
more down in Tennessee and Frank's, my husband's grandfather—I| used to
hear him tell it., He was very badly crippled and the bone decayed and
worked ocut. Even in later years the bone would decay and there would be
splinters of bone come out of his leg. He lay on the battlefield after































































































































































