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Preface 

i s  manuscript i s  the  product o f  a tape-recorded in terv iew conducted by 
izabeth K. Dixon f o r  the  Oral H is to ry  o f f i c e  i n  November 1984. J u l i e  
l en  t ranscr ibed the  tape and Linda J e t t  ed i ted  the t r a n s c r i p t .  
i t abe th  K.  Dixon reviewed the  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Marie Wi l l iams was born on August 14, 1893 i n  De Soto, I l l i n o i s .  She 
was ra i sed  i n  a s t r i c t  environment by her grandmother South. Marie 
attended Southern l l l i n o i s  Un ive rs i t y  a t  Carbondale and a f t e r  graduating 
began a teaching career which took her from De Sato, t o  Gorham, t o  
Her r in ,  and, when she married, t o  C a r t e r v i l l e ,  I l l i n o i s .  Marie and her 
husband, Frank, moved t o  Spr ing f i e ld ,  l l l i n o i s  when he l o s t  h i s  mining 
job a t  the peak of  the Depression. 

The interv iewer,  E l izabeth  K .  Dixon, was born and l i v e s  i n  Spr ing f i e ld ,  
I l l i n o i s .  She received her Bachelor o f  A r t s  Degree i n  H is to ry  from 
Knox College, Galesburg, l l l i n o i s  and her Master of A r t s  Degree i n  
H is to ry  from Sangamon S ta te  Un ive rs i t y ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Readers o f  t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear i n  mind t h a t  
t r a n s c r i p t  of the spoken word, and the  in terv iewer ,  na r ra to r ,  
sought t o  preserve the informal ,  conversat ional s t y l e  Char i s  
i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources. Sangamon Sta te  Un ive rs i t y  i s  no t  
responsib le f o r  the fac tua l  accuracy o f  the  memoir, nor f o r  v 
expressed there in ;  these are f o r  the  reader t o  judge. 

i t  i s  a 
and ed i t o r  
inherent 

i ews 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  I t  may not  be 
reproduced i n  whole or  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  or  mechanical, 
w i thout  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from the Oral H is to ry  O f f i ce ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Un ive rs i t y ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  l l l i n o i s  62794-9243 



Marie South Will iams, November 5, 1984, Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

El izabeth K. Dixan, Interviewer. 

Q: Marie, what i s  your f u l l  name? 

A: Marie South Will iams. 

Q: When were your born? 

A: August the 14th, 1893 i n  De Soto, I l l i n o i s .  

Q: What are your parents'  names? 

A: My mother's name was Lucy Katherine Walker t o  begin wi th.  That was 
her maiden name. And my dad's name was Byron South. Now I know he had 
a middle name but I don ' t  remember that .  

Q: Did your parents have any brothers 'or  s i s t e r s?  

A: My fa ther  had one s i s t e r  and a brother. And my mother had-let's 
see, there were four g i r l s  and two boys. 

Q: Do you know t h e i r  names? 

A: Besidas my mother's name, Carrie, Dol l ie ,  A b b l e d i d  I name Carrie? 

Q: Yes. 

A: And L o i s  and Harry and Lester. 
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Q: What.were your grandparents' names on your f a t h e r ' s  s ide  o f  the  
fami l y? 

A: Mary Rude. 

Q: Th is  would be on your f a t h e r ' s  side. 

A: Yes. And-let's see, Mary Rude. 

Q: And what was h i s  name? 

A: And Thomas South. 

Q: And what are your grandparents' names on your mother 's s ide  o f  the 
fami l y ?  

A: The i r  name was Farner, my great-grandmother and grandfather ,  bu t  I 
d o n ' t  know what their-they were dead before  I was . . . 

Q: Your grandparents were dead on your mother 's  . ' .  . 

A: No, my grand--oh no . . . 

Q: Your grandparents' names on your mother 's s ide  o f  t he  fami ly .  

A: On the  mother 's  side-that was Rebecca Farner Walker and Samuel 
Walker. 

Q: Okay. 

A: But, Samuel Walker, my grandfather, was dead before I was born. But 
my grandmother was l i v i n g .  

Q: What d i d  your grandfather do on your f a t h e r ' s  s ide  of the fam i l y?  
What was h i s  work? 

A: A t  one t ime a t  the beginning o f  their l i f e  he war a farmer i n  Ohio. 
And he served i n  the  C i v i l  War on the Nor th 's  side. And then they moved 
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back t o  De Soto. I mean, she was born i n  De Soto, Mary, my grandmother 
was born i n  De Soto out  i n  the  country. And then l a t e r  on, a f t e r  she 
had had th ree children--she never was h o m e ~ a f t e r  she went t o  Ohio they 
l i v e d  there  u n t i l  they had these th ree ch i l d ren .  

Q: Yes. 

A: Then they moved back t o  De Soto and my grandfather was-he so ld  f r u i t  
t rees  and st rawberr ies and th ings  l i k e  tha t ,  p l a n t s  and he t rave led  
through the country. A nurseryman i s  what he was, t h a t  was the  name o f  
h  i s occupat i on. 

Q: Did he ca r ry  h i s  p l a n t s  by wagon and . . . 

A: Yes. 

Q: . . . and j u s t  t rave led  throughout the  countrys ide? 

A: That 's  r i g h t .  

Q: Did he grow h i s  own plants there? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And then would take them up i n  the  spr ing? 

A: And then take them up i n  the  sp r ing  and then s e l l  them. And he a l s o  
had a nursery t h a t  he bought from, c e r t a i n  k inds of t rees  t h a t  were hard 
t o  ra i se ,  the  c l ima te  wou ldn ' t  be s u i t a b l e  there. 

Q: Yes. 

A: I d o n ' t  remember the  nurserymen because, you know, I was l i t t l e  . . . 

Q: Yes. 

A: . . * .  when he passed away. 
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Q: What d i d  your grandfather do on your mother's side of the fami ly? 

A: Oh, he run a store. He had a s tore  i n  De Soto and he sold fu rn i tu re .  
He had a warehouse f u l l  of  fu rn i tu re .  You know, a t  tha t  time people 
d i d n ' t  t rave l  around t o  buy things. They d i d n ' t  have means o f  
t ransportat ion,  only j u s t  wagons, you know. And he would have i t  
shipped i t  i n  by ra i l road ,  you know, and they 'd  unload i t  there a t  the 
depot. And t ha t ' s  the way they got t h e i r  groceries even f o r  t he i r  
store. I t  was set up-there was a loca l  t r a i n  tha t  brought i n  things 
l i k e  that .  I t  d i d n ' t  t rave l  very fa r ,  maybe t o  two or three other 
l i t t l e  towns around, you know. 

Q: Yes. Well d i d  the f u r n i t u r e  come from New York tha t  way? 

A: I expect they d i d  come from New York? 

Q: Did the f u rn i t u re  come by t r a i n  or by water? 

A: No, by 

Q: By t r a  

A: Yes. 

t r a i n .  

i n .  

I t  was f t y  mi les t o  Cairo and t h a t ' s  the nearest b i g  water 
tha t  there was around. That 's  the Mississippi  there. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And maybe i t  came t o  Cairo by t r a i n  or water, I don ' t  know how i t  
came from New York. But my grandfather they said---of course I d i d n ' t  
know him--that he a t  one t i m e  went t o  New York. Now I don ' t  know i f  he 
went any other time or not, but wh i le  ha was there.he bought two pianos 
and brought a lso t ha t  b i g  mi r ror  t ha t  I have i n  my l i v i n g  room tha t  you 
saw. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And one piano was f o r  the g i r l s  a t  home tha t  wasn't married and the 
other piano was f o r  the oldest  married g i r l  i n  the fami ly.  And up t o  
the time o f  the tornado t h a t  was s t i l l  i n  my grandmother's house and 
a lso i n  my aunt 's  house. And of  course a f t e r  tha t  i t  was j u s t  pieces I 
suppose. 
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Q: You d o n ' t  have any idea where the  f u r n i t u r e  was made, do you? 

A: No I don' t ,  b u t  i t  came from New Yerk. But more than l i k e l y  i t  
wasn't  made there. Haybe up i n t o  the  New England states.  

Qtf Q: How b i g  o f  a s t o r e  d i d  he have, Marie? 

A: Huge. Everything. 

Q: What? A b lock? 

A: No, h a l f  a block, bu t  he owned a l l  the b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h a t  block. And 
he so ld  men's s u i t s .  They measured men fo r  t h e i r  s u i t s  and a l s o  had 
some on hand, you know, t o  s e l l .  

Q: Yes. 

A: And groceries, a l l  k inds  o f  grocer ies,  had a bank i n  the store.  

Q: Groceries i n  w i t h  the  c lo thes? 

A: Yes. Yes, j u s t  a i s l e s  o f  c lo th ing,  men's s h i r t s  and shoes and 
everything. Then there  would be an a i s l e  o f  grocer ies i n  the  center .  
And them one end was the  meat and they even dressed chickens and turkeys 
and th ings  l i k e  t h a t  ou t  i n  a b i g  warehouse i n  the  back. 

Q: Oh. Where d i d  the  meat come from? Did t h a t  come from . . . 

A: They had a man t o  butcher. 

Q: Yes. Did he f i n d  t h a t  meat i n  the area around . . . 

A: He bought the meat i n  the area. And I ' m  sure i t  wasn' t  inspected or 
anyth ing else  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q: No, no. Did the  c lo thes  cane ou t  of New York l i k e  the  f u r n i t u r e  o r  
d i d  they come . . . 
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A: I t h i n k  they came from S t .  Louis because . . . l a t e r  on my 
grandmother had her son-in-law t o  come i n ,  the  o ldes t  one. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And she made him a par tner  w i t h  her. 

A: I t  was c a l l e d  Walker and Alben Store. And 1 know l a t e r  on i n  l i f e  
they took me t o  S t .  Louis when I was f i r t een - tha t ' s  the  f a r t h e s t  I ' v e  
ever been away from horns-when I was f i f t e e n  years o l d  they had the  son, 
my cousin, t h a t  was up a t  Upper A l ton  a t  m i l i t a r y  school . . . 

Q: Oh, was t h a t  Western M i l i t a r y  School? 

A: Yes. Yes, they took me w i t h  them t o  see him graduate. And then my 
Uncle George. and Aunt Addie, we went over t o  S t .  Louis and went t o  an 
opera which I ' d  never seen, you know, before.  I ' d  never been i n t o  an 
opera house. And we v i s i t e d  Uncle George's s i s t e r  and they had an 
e l e c t r i c  car.  

Q: Oh my! 

A: L i k e  an automobile. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And they took us i n  t h a t  t o  the opera. And I ' d  never been i n  a car 
before. 

Q: Oh, how e x c i t i n g !  

A: Yes. I t  was e x c i t i n g .  

Q: Well, you went by t r a i n  t o  S t .  Louis. 

A: We went by t r a i n  t o  S t .  Louis. 
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Q: And t h a t  t r a i n  l e f t  from De Soto. 

A: Well, i t  d i d n ' t  o r i g i n a t e  there. 

Q: But, you picked i t  up i n  De Soto. 

A: But we picked i t  up i n  De Soto. Every passenger t r a i n  then stopped 
there  end . . . 

Q: What r a i l r o a d  was t h a t ?  

A: I l l i n o i s  Central .  And then we was i n  S t .  Louis and we went t o  the  
wholesale houses and, oh, I thought I was something else. When I got  
back home I j u s t  could t e l l  them yards o f  things, t h a t  those k ids  t h a t  I 
run around w i t h  j u s t  d i d n ' t  know, you know. 

Q: ( laughter) Tha t ' s  r i g h t !  

A: I made them t h i n k  I ' d  been some place! I f  you'd have heard me t a l k  
about it, you'd have thought I ' d  been t o  Par is ,  you know. 

Q: Well, I suspect i t  was j u s t  about as exc i t i ng .  

A: Well i t  was. I t  was j u s t  as e x c i t i n g  and then we stayed a t  the  
S t a t l e r  Hotel and I thought t h a t  was great .  And t h a t ' s  the f i r s t  t ime I 
ever ate,  oh, d i f f e r e n t  foods you know, t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know existed.  For 
instance, lobs ter ,  f o r  one th ing .  I d i d n ' t  know how t o  eat  it. And I 
know Uncle George and Aunt Abbie saw t h a t  they had a son the  same age as 
me--we was j u s t  a week apar t  i n  our age. That was e x c i t i n g  f o r  Arthur 
t o  see me because he was graduating too. They had two boys. Oh, i n  
f a c t ,  they had th ree  boys. But the  young one, he was l i t t l e ,  much 
younger t h a m - w e l l ,  he was seven years younger than me. 

Q: And t h i s  was up a t  Alton, I l l i n o i s .  

A: That was Alton, I l l i n o i s ,  Upper Alton. 

Q: Upper A 1 ton. - . 

A: Yes, a t  m i l i t a r y  school. And the  oldest boy got t o  be the president 
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of  the F i r s t  National Bank a t  Carbondale l a t e r  on. Then the other boy . 
took over the s to re  and helped Grandma and h i s  dad i n  the s tore  the r e s t  
o f  h i s  l i f e .  And then when they died he took the s tore  over. 

Q: I see. 

A: Yes. I t  was j u s t  one . . . 

Q: Generation a f t e r  another. 

A: Yes, one generation a f t e r  another. And . . . 

Q: How d i d  your grandfather s t a r t  t h i s  store? Do you know-do you have 
any knowledge of that?  I mean . . . 

A: No I don ' t .  I don ' t  know anything because, see . . . 

Q: You don ' t  know where h i s  funds came from or . . . 

A: No. I don ' t  know anything about i t .  But t ha t  was a settlement there 
of  people from the East. 

Q: From Pennsylvania? 

A: From Pennsylvania. They were Pennsylvania Dutch. And a l l  o f  them 
Lutherans. And my grandfather, they said, bought the f i r s t  organ f o r  
the Lutheran Church a f t e r  they got i t  b u i l t .  And now Frank, my husband, 
h i s  grandfather was a carpenter and my grandfather had enough 
training-he b u i l t  a lot of fu rn i tu re ,  you know, i n  t he i r  own home. He 
made a bedroom s u i t e  and the corner cabinets i n  my grandmother's k i tchen 
he made. And he made tha t  l i t t l e  stool  there. See, he was dead before 
I ever come on the scene. 

Q: I just thought maybe you might remember, d i d  they say what he d i d  i n  
Pennsylvania before he moved? 

A: No. I 'don ' t  know that .  

Qr I was wondering i f  he might not have been a cabinet maker of some 
sort or a f u r n i t u r e  maker. 
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A: He could have been because a l o t  of them had learned tha t .  

Q: They were-that was one of t h e i r  f o r t e s  . . . 

A: Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: . . . the Pennsylvania Dutch people. 

A: Yes. Ay grandmother 

Q: You mentioned someth 

A: But they w a s n ' t  marr 

came from Somerset too. 

i n g .  . . 

ied then. But they-they migrated, the  people 
d id .  They come down, Grandpa and Grandma d i d n ' t  come a t  the same time. 
I t h i n k  Grandma was there  before  Grandpa ever came. And they came down 
the  Ohio River and instead o f  going on to Cairo they stopped-they went 
on the  Wabash down and got o f f  a t  some landing. 

Q: You mean Wabash 'River . 

A: Yes. 

Q: You d o n ' t  know what k ind  o f  a boat they came, what the  boat was l i k e ?  

A: Well, they celled i t  a f l a t b o a t .  I don ' t  . . . 

Q: Ca l led  i t  a f l a t b o a t .  

A: Yes. That 's  what Grandma used t o  t e l l  us. 

Q: You mentioned one t ime t o  me t h a t  t he  Pennsylvania Dutch were a breed 
unto  themselves. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Why do you say tha t?  
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A: Well, t h e y ' r e  d i f f e r e n t .  They s t i c k  together. Maybe when they 'd  
migra te  from Europe, maybe they d i d  t h a t  t o  p r o t e c t  themselves, I d o n ' t  
know. Far back, you know, f a r t h e r  back than my grandparents. 

Q: That 's  good reasoning. 

A: Yes. I t  could have been tha t .  And they a l l  stuck t o  the Lutheran 
church. And they--when they could congregate f o r  anything, even though 
other  churches had it, they stuck t o  themselves. They seemed l i k e  they 
enjoyed each o t h e r ' s  company more than they d i d  anybody e lse 's .  And 
t h a t  made them seem t o  me l i k e  they were--of course my grandmother when 
I went t o  l i v e  w i t h  her, my grandmother on my f a t h e r ' s  side, she was a 
Methodist.  And I went t o  the Methodist church w i t h  her some. 

Q: Yes. 

A: But I was bapt ized i n  the  Lutheran Church because my p a r e n t s - w e l l  my 
fa the r  wasn't, bu t  my mother was bapt ized i n  the Lutheran church and 
always went there. And I know one t h i n g  about my grandmother South. 
She had rheumatism r e a l  bad. O r  t h a t ' s  what t h i y  'ca l led it. Now I 
guess they 'd  c a l l  i t  a r t h r i t i s .  We'd go t o  church and most everybody 
t h a t  could got  down on t h e i r  knees whenever they prayed. 

Q: Yes. 

A: Well, Grandma c o u l d n ' t  have go t  up i f  she have got  down. I can see 
now t h a t  i f  she'd have got  down on her knees she c o u l d n ' t  have got  up. 
Somebody would have had t o  have l i f t e d  her up. So she'd j u s t  lean her 
head down l i k e  t h a t  on the  f r o n t  seat, you know, i n  f r o n t  of her. And 1 
was wor r ied  about it. I thought she wouldn't  go t o  heaven. 

A: And one t ime the  preacher-she i n v i t e d  the preacher t o  come home and 
ea t  d inner w i t h  us and I t o l d  the  preacher about it, and he j u s t  laughed 
about it and he said, "Well, i f  your grandma d o n ' t  go t o  heaven, there  
won't be anybody there." ( laughter) But I was so worr ied because I 
thought Grandma wouldn ' t  go t o  heaven because she c o u l d n ' t  get down on 
her knees. I go t  down on my knees. 

Q: Yes. You were going t o  be sure t o  go t o  heaven. 
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A: (chuckles) Yes. Yes, I was sure going t o  be there. 

Q: You ind ica ted t h a t  your grandfather had another business other  than 
the f u r n i t u r e  store.  

A: Well the . . . 

Q: A l l  of the  businesses i n  t h i s  one b u i l d i n g .  

A: Yes, a l l  b u t  the  f u r n i t u r e  and i t  was o f f  i n  a b i g  warehouse they 
always c a l l e d  it. 

Q: Well, who had the  f l o u r  m i l l ?  

A: A f te r  my grandfather d ied  my grandmother bought a m i l l ,  a f l o u r  m i l l .  

Q: And where was t h a t  located7 

A: Well i t  was south o f  town w i t h . a  l i t t l e  pond. And other businesses 
were no t  c lose t o  i t . I t  was way down on the  same s t r e e t ,  on the  main 
s t r e e t  through town-you know, i t  was a l i t t l e  town about seven hundred 
peop 1 a. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And they 'd  come t o  Grandma and ask her i f  they could bap t i ze  people 
i n  tha t .  And of course she always l e t  them. The Lutherans j u s t  
sp r ink led  you know. And she'd l e t  them bap t i ze  there  and sometimes 
they 'd  have a b i g  meeting a t  some o f  the  other  churches i n  the  w in ter  
and they 'd  c u t  the i c e  and we l l ,  i t  just- they 'd d ip them under the-and 
nobody ever had pneumonia afterwards. 

Q: They were dressed i n  some s o r t  o f  wh i te  sheet o r  . . . 

A: No, no, no. 

Q: Just  everyday . . . 

A: Everyday c lo thes  i t  looked l i k e .  
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Q: What denominations were these, Marie, t h a t  . . . 

A: Hethodists and Bapt is ts .  There was j u s t  th ree churches there a t  one 
time, or  a t  the beginning, you know. There was a B a p t i s t  and a 
Methodist. Later on there  was another Methodist and j u s t  one Bap t i s t .  
Than there  was-after t h a t  there  was a Presbyter ian as the town grew and 
more people was there. 

Q: Yes. That bapt iz ing- I ' ve  never seen t h a t  done personal ly .  Tha t ' s  
i n te res t i ng .  

A: Well t h i s  was o u t  i n  the open, you know, i n  a j u s t  a l i t t l e - t h e y  
c a l l e d  i t  a pond, no t  a lake. I t  was about tw ice  as b i g  as t h i s  room 
you know. Tha t ' s  water they had t o  use f o r  steam t o  run the  m i l l .  And 
they had a great  b i g  s i l k  r o l l e r ,  s i l k  goods, c lo th .  And, oh, i t  was 
b i g  around. And i t  would run t h a t  way and then they 'd  rewind i t  and 
r o l l  i t  again and the  f l o u r  went through tha t ,  i t  s i f t e d  it. 

Q: I see. 

A: And they had two brands o f  f l o u r .  And they made cornmeal too. And 
she h i r e d  a m i l l e r ,  you know, and other men t o  work. And I d o n ' t  know 
how she come t o  buy i t  or  what caused her t o  want a m i l l .  But maybe t o  
keep the  m i l l  there  and b r i n g  i n  g r a i n  from the country a l l  around and 
as f a r  21s E l k v i l l e ,  t h a t  was anather l i t t l e  town close, they 'd  b r i n g  
t h e i r  g r a i n  t o  drop i t  t o  gr ind .  You know, there, even though i f  they 
wanted t h e i r  own cornmeal o r  whatever they wanted out o f  t h e i r  wheat, 
she'd g r i n d  i t  f o r  a p r i ce ,  you know. 

Q: Did she run the  m i l l  he rse l f?  

A: She d i d n ' t  run  i t. She h i r e d  a . . . 

Q: Manager. 

A: Yes. He was a m i l l e r .  And when t h a t  would get  f rayed a t  the  sides, 
the s i l k ,  then they 'd  have t o  buy a new r o l l  of s i l k  and there  was other  
grandchi ldren a t  t h a t  t ime. And she'd l e t  us have dresses made out  of 
t h a t  s i l k .  And of course the  s i l k  was a11 white. And our mothers would 
dye the  goods p ink  or  l i g h t  b lue  or any co lo r  t h a t  . . . 
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Q: What d i d  they use f o r  dyes? 

A: Well, I d a n l t  know what they used. I d o n ' t  know what they used f o r  
dye but . . . 

Q: I would t h i n k  they would be na tu ra l  dyes o f  some s o r t .  

A: Oh, I imagine i t  was na tu ra l  dyes . . . 

Q: Ber r ies  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  

A: . . . because I don't-l know they used t o  do tha t .  And I know my 
grandmother-I've heard her t e l l  how they dyed w i t h  b e r r i e s  and then 
they 'd  have t o  l e t  i t  se t  a long t ime w i t h  vinegar t o  se t  it, you know. 
And they even made-they ra i sed  t h e i r  own wool, t h e i r  sheep and sheared 
them you know.' And then they would make t h a t  wool i n t o  c l o t h .  And they 
c a l l e d  i t  l i nsey  c l o t h .  L-I-N-S-E-Y, l i n t y  c l o t h .  And they always had 
t o  dye i t  because i t  was k i n d  o f  a grayish co lo r .  And i t  was wool and 
t h a t ' s  the  k ind  of c lo thes  they-and she sa id  her fa the r  made her shoes. 

Q: He d i d ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: How d i d  he-he was obviously a cobbler, b u t  . . . 

A: Well, he made t h e i r  shoes t h a t  they wore t o  school and they d i d n ' t  
wear shoes through the  summer a t  a l l .  They wai ted t i l l i t  was rea l  cool 
weather and each one of  them had a p a i r  of  shoes through the  w in ter .  
And I imagine he made them maybe more i n  the  summer and had them ready 
f o r  them because they had n ine  ch i l d ren .  And I was a t  my great  
grandmother and grandfather 's  golden wedding. 1 can remember it. They 
l i v e d  on a farm no r th  o f  De Soto. 

Q: What was t h e i r  farm li.ke? 

A: We1 1 i t was j u s t  160 acres and they r a i  std wheat and corn and maybe . 
some rye. I don ' t  know f o r  sure. And they had a f i r e p l a c e  fo r  the heat 
i n  the l i v i n g  room and t h a t  was supposed t o  haat the  whole house and 
they had a caokstove which was unusual they thought. They was p r e t t y  
proud o f  t h a t  cookotove because no t  a l l  people had one. And my 
grandmother t h a t  I l i v e d  w i t h  smoked a c l a y  pipe. 
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Q: Oh, t h e  d i d ?  

A: Yes. But she was very  p a r t i c u l a r  about l e t t i n g  anybody know t h a t  she 
smoked. And o f  course I was embarrassad a l o t  o f  times because she 
smoked. And when we'd go t o  church she'd pu t  a c love i n  her mouth, you 
know, j u s t  a . . . 

Q: K i tchen clove. 

A: . . . k i t chen  clove. So her breath  wouldn ' t  smell l i k e  smoke. And 
the way she learned t o  smoke, she and her s i s t e r ,  t h e i r  fa ther  would 
come i n  t i r e d  and s i t  down t o  r e s t ,  you know, o f  an evening. And he 'd  
have the  g i r l s  go t o  the f i r e p l a c e  and get  a hot  coal and pu t  i t  i n  on 
top o f  t he  p ipe  o f  the  c i g a r e t t e  s t u f f .  

Q: The tobacco. 

A: Yes, tcbbacco. And j u s t  t h a t  l i t t l e  t i n y  p iece i n  there-l d o n ' t  know 
how they picked i t  up, bu t  they pu t  i t  i n  on top. Then from the 
f i r e p l a c e  t o  h i s  cha i r  they 'd  smoke, they 'd  p u f f  on i t  t o  keep i t  l i t ,  
you know. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And then they 'd  g i ve  i t  t o  him t o  smoke the  pipe. And they kept  i t  
l i g h t e d  you know so he, i t  would be a11 r i g h t  for him. And they learned 
how t o  smoke. 

Q: That was p r e t t y  good serv ice,  wasn't  it? 

A: Yes, i t  was good serv ice1 Yes. 

Q: He couldn't do i t  for h imse l f .  

A: No. Well, he was t i r e d  and I guess had been working hard you know. 

. . 
Q: Do you remember anyth ing e l se  about t h a t , f a r m  t h a t  your 
great-grandparents l i v e d  on? 
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A: Nothing, only they had a l o t  of grandchildren. And they had a wel l  
tha t  had a curb on it. And they had a fence around the curbing o f  the 
wel l  and a gate t o  go i n t o  where the wel l  was. And 1 af ten  wondered 
what was wrong, you know, why they had t o  have a fence around the wel l .  
And they'd always say, "Well, tha t  was the way t o  keep the ch i ld ren  from 
fa1 1 ing i n  the we1 1 ." ~ h e ~ ' d '  t r y  t o  run the pul ley, you know, t ha t  
pu l led  the  bucket of water up and down and maybe pet  overbalanced and 
f a l l  in. And so, had t ha t  gate there so they cou ldn ' t  get in,  they 
cou ldn ' t  open it, the l i t t l e  ones cou ldn ' t .  

Q: How fa r  out  from De Soto was t h i s  farm? 

A: A m i l e  and a h a l f .  

Q: A m i l e  and a h a l f .  

A: Yes. 

Q: Did they grow most o f  the things on t h e i r  . . . 

A: Everything, yes, and Grandma says tha t  they used t o  buy t h e i r  coffee, 
not shel led. The cof fee bean-you've seen i t  where i t ' s  been shel led 
and not ground, haven' t  you? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Well, there 's  two o f  those grains. That 's  j u s t  a h a l f  a grain, you 
see, and i t  was a g ra in  tha t  was i n  a she l l  besides t ha t  two halves. 
And one time she sa id  tha t  she and her brother were p lay ing w i t h  a ha l f '  
a bushel of  cof fee i n  t ha t  she l l .  And they had i t  over t he i r  shoulder 
and they was p lay ing l i k e  they was a horse. And a l l  a t  once a s t r i n g  
came o f f  o f  the top and they s p i l l e d  a l l  o f  t ha t  cof fee i n  the, where 
they was playing. And i t  was a l l  dusty, j u s t  th i ck  dust you know. And 
a l l  t h a t  cof fee they thought was wasted. And the parents had a piece o f  
screening w i re  and they made t h m  d i p  a l l  of tha t  up and shake i t  
through tha t  screening w i r e  over and over and over u n t i l  they got  
the-and s t i l l  i t  was i n  the she l l  and then a f t e r  they got i t  shel led 
out of  cours+l don ' t  know i f  they washed i t  then or not. But she s a i d  
they sure was i n  deep t roub le  w i t h  t h e i r  parents. 

Q: They would be. 

A: Because it  war expensive you know. 
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Q: Sure, sure. 

A: Talk ing about wel ls ,  my grandmother had a wel l  and a c i s te rn .  The 
c i s t e rn  was s o f t  water, you know. We caught i t  and run i t  i n  down . . . 

Q: I n  e gut ter  and i n t o  bar re ls? 

A: No, i n t o  the c i s te rn .  

A: We had lead troughs t ha t  went down i n t o  the c is tern ,  t o  the c is tern .  
And when i t  rained i t  poured in. Well, along i n  summer t ha t  c i s t e rn  
sometimes would go dry. But Grandma put  me down i n  the c i s t e r n  and i t  
was twelve fee t  deep. She put  a ladder down there, and of  course she's 
too heavy and old, you know, t o  go down. She put me down there and we 
had ta-it wasn't a pump. I t  was w i t h  a curve and then a bucket way up 
a t  the top on a pul ley.  

. ,  Q: Did i t  have a crank and a pu l ley? 

A :  No, i t  was j u s t  on a rope and a pu l ley .  

Q: I see. 

A: A n d  I ' d  crawl down i n  t ha t  wel l  and I would be j u s t  f r ightened t o  
death. 

Q: I would th ink  so. 

A: Yes. Twelve f e e t  deep and I was a l i t t l e  g i r l .  And she would sand 
t h a t  bucket of  clean water down and on the other side-see, there 's t w o  
buckets on i t  t o  balance i t. And on the other side-I 'd put  the d i r t y  
water i n  t h a t  other side. And there was a k ind of a l i t t l e  concrete 
plat form ins ide of i t .  I t  was j u s t  about . . . 

Q: Ins ide the  wel l  now? 
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A: Yes, i ns ide  the  well a t  the  bottom, k i n d  o f  l i k e  a l i t t l e  p lat form. 
I t  must have been about, oh, maybe four or  f i v e  inches t a l l ,  t h a t  l i t t l e  
p la t fo rm.  And I ' d  se t  the  c lean water there. And then take a c l o t h  and 
wipe a l l  around the  bottom and ge t  any d i r t  o r  anyth ing out  o f  it. And 
I ' d  make her stand there  and t a l k  t o  me from the top  the  whole t ime 
because I  was a f r a i d .  And . . . 

Q: Was t h i s  done every summer when the  w e l l  . . . 

A: When the we l l  went d r y  I  had t o  go down and I  dreaded it. 

Q: What d i d  they do f o r  water a f t e r  the w e l l  went d ry?  

A: Well, we had a w e l l .  

Q: Oh, t h i s  i s  the  c i s t e r n  now t h a t  you ' re  t a l k i n g  about? 

A: Th i s  i s  the c i s t e r n  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about. 

Q: That would be very f r i g h t e n i n g  I t h i n k  . . . 

A: I t  was, i t  was. I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  then they r e a l i z e d  i t  was t o  ch i l d ren ,  
you know, because I c o u l d n ' t  have been more than ten  years o ld .  I went 
there when I was e i g h t  you know. And I  loved t o  l i v e  w i t h  her. And she 
just meant every th ing  t o  me. I t  was wonderful t o  l i v e  w i t h  her. 

Q: Yes. Get t ing  back t o  the m i l l ,  do you know anyth ing more about the 
m i l l  and i t s  opera t ion  and how i t  worked? 

A: Well, I d o n ' t  know much more than t h a t  because as I grew a lde r  I  
t h i n k  maybe m i l l i n g  was more p r o f i t a b l e  i n  a la rger  c i t y  and maybe 
she-I don ' t  know i f  she so ld  i t  t o  somabady e l s e  a f t e r  t h a t  or not. I 
don ' t  remember. But i t  could have been and then l a t e r  on i t  was-it 
d i d n ' t  pay or something there  because i t  was a l i t t l e  m i l l .  But i t  
gathered i n  the wheat and r y e  and s t u f f  l i k e  tha t ,  t he  d i f f e r e n t  gra ins,  
and corn. And i t  helped the  neighborhood. And then they 'd  take due 
b i l l s  and buy t h e i r  grocery th ings  from Grandma's s tore .  And i t  could 
have been tha t  t h a t ' s  the  reason why she bought it, was t o  make I t  
p r o f i t a b l e  for the  s t a r e  too. 

Q: Yes. 
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A: And you know t h a t  she c o u l d n ' t  read and w r i t e  i n  Engl ish a t  a l l .  But 
she had been t o  school, t o  the  Dutch school i n  Pennsylvania i n  Somerset 
County. And you c o u l d n ' t  cheat her. And she taught a l l  o f  us how t o  
count and the  ABC's i n  German. 

Q: There must have been q u i t e  a German sett lement. 

A: I n  Somerset? 

Q: Yes. 

A: I t h i n k  i t  was a l l  German. They d i d n ' t  c a l l  them German. They 
ca l  l ed  them Dutch. 

Q: They c a l l e d  them Dutch. 

A: And Dutch and German are  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  But now I d o n ' t  know 
anyth ing about the background of  the people, how they come over, only 
they come from Holland. I know t h a t  our f o l k s  f i r s t  came from Holland. 

Q: Came from Holland. 

A: Yes. And Hol land and Germany are  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  

Q: Right.  

A: The language i s  s i m i l a r .  

Q: S im i la r  b u t  t h e y ' r e  . . . 

A: But s t i l l  t hey ' re  d i f f e r e n t .  

Q: . . . very  d i f f e r e n t .  De Soto, I l l i n o i s ,  i s  i n  southern I l l i n o i s .  
And t h i s  i s  qn area known as L i t t l e  Egypt. How d i d  t h i s  name come 
about? 

A: Well, i n  1850 here i n  the cen t ra l  p a r t  o f  I l l i n o i s  there  was a famine 
t h a t  year and people d i d n ' t  have any g r a i n  here a t  a l l .  And they formed 
up a caravan o f  farmers w i t h  covered wagons and they a l l  cams down t o _  
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I l l i n o i s ,  down i n  southern I l l i n o i s ,  around De Soto and Du Quoin and 
P inckneyv i l l e  and those towns down i n  there  and bought up a l l  the  g r a i n  
t h a t  they could buy, a l l  that-the southern I l l i n o i s  people, we had a 
good crop then. O f  course, t h a t ' s  what I hear. I wasn't  there  a t  the  
.time. And they bought a l l  o f  the crop t h a t  they could, what they could 
spare from down i n  there. And they camped along the way and cooked out ,  
you know, on an open f i r e .  And i t  was so s i m i l a r  t o  the  Egyptians 
s e l l i n g  t h e i r  crops i n  the  Bible-the s t o r y  i s  t o l d  there-that they 
c a l l e d  i t  L i t t l e  Egypt. And then there  was a town down i n  southern 
I l l i n o i s ,  r i g h t  a t  the t i p  end on the  M iss i ss ipp i  and the Ohio River 
t h a t  they c a l l e d  Cairo. O f  course we j u s t  c a l l e d  i t  Cairo, bu t  i n  Egypt 
they c a l l e d  i t  Cairo and s t i l l  do. But s t i l l  everybody c a l l s  Cairo, 
they c a l l  i t  Cairo i n  southern I l l i n o i s .  They might say, Cairo, bu t  
they d o n ' t  c a l l  i t  Cairo. And t h a t ' s  why i t ' s  c a l l e d  L i t t l e  Egypt and 
i t  s t i l l  i s .  Most everyth ing t h a t  can have a name l i k e  Egypt tacked 
onto it, i t ' s  c a l l e d  tha t .  

Q: And t h a t  covers about the southern t h i r d  of I l l i n o i s .  

A: Yes, about-I 'd say the  t h i r d .  Anything south o f  Cen t ra l i a  . . . 

Q: Would be p e r t  o f  ~ i i t l e  Egypt. 

A: Yes, would be p a r t  o f  L i t t l e  Egypt. Wil l iamson County, Jackson and 
a l l  o f  those counties, Hassac, on the  way down t o  Cairo. 

Q: How do you s p e l l  Massac County? 

A : A-A-S-S-A-C . 

Q: I never saw that ,  I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e .  . . . I s  t h a t  an Ind ian name, 
Massac? 

A: I imagine i t  i s .  My grandmother sa id  a f t e r  they go t  the  I l l i n o i s  
Central  Ra i l road b u i l t  through by t h e i r  farm you know, she sa id  they saw 
a lot of Indians walk ing on the  r a i l r o a d  and, you know, t h s r e  wasn't  too 
many lndians here, bu t  s t i l l  t hs re  were sane. 

Q: There were some back i n  the countryside. 

A: Yes. 
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Q: L i v i n g  i n  the countryside. 

A: And whenever the  r a i l r o a d  got  b u i l t  there, why, they would maybe go 
t o  some other p a r t  of the Uni ted States and they used t h a t  t o  walk on. 
I d o n ' t  know where they would go b u t  maybe because there was Indians 
down i n  Tennessee and Oklahoma and down i n  those count r ies  even a f t e r ,  
we l l ,  you know, even a f t e r  the C i v i l  War there  was a l o t  o f  them. 

Q: Cer ta in ly ,  c e r t a i n l y .  

A: And near ly  a l l  o f  the  men i n  my fami l y  way back, my r e l a t i v e s  way 
back-they was a l l  on the  Union side. And my mom, my mother and grandma 
used t o  t e l l  about---of course Mom d i d n ' t  go because she wasn't born  
u n t i l  1869. 

Q: Yes, 

A: Grandma Walker 's b ro thers  was a l l  i n  the  army on the, we l l ,  they was 
on the  North s ide.  And I th ink  they were a l l  s ta t i oned  r i g h t  down a t  
Cairo. And they used t o  get i n  t h e i r  wagon, t h e i r  covered wagon and 
cook up a l o t  o f  s t u f f  and a whole l o t  of them would go down t o  see a l l  
o f  t h e  boys, the bro thers  and everyth ing.  And Grandma sa id  she went 
tw ice  when her bro thers  were down there. And i t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  hear 
them t e l l  it. And then one of my uncles, great-uncles-l j u s t  knew two 
o f  Grandma's brothers,  my Uncle Jake and Uncle Moses. And they both had 
been i n  the army. And Uncle Jake had l o s t  h i s  eyesight,  not a t  the  t ime 
t h a t  he was i n  the  army bu t  i n  h i s  o lder  days. And of course he d i d n ' t  
know very much t o  t a l k  about, on l y  about h i sb  war experience and about 
the South, you know, being down there. And I used t o  go there a l o t  o f  
times t o  j u s t  s i t  and hear him t e l l  about what they a t e  and how they d i d  
and . .. . 

Q: T e l l  me some of tha t .  That wou I d  be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  know. 

A: Well, he 'd t e l l  about how they saw the men k i l l e d ,  you know, and they 
hated t o  k i l l  them. They d i d n ' t  want t o  do it. 

Q: Yes. Where d i d  these p a r t i c u l a r  b a t t l e s  take place? I n  what sta te7  

A: Well, I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember about what ones they were bu t  they were 
more down i n  Tennessee and Frank's, my husband's grandfather-l used t o  
hear him t e l l  i t .  He was very bad1 y c r  i pp l cd  and the bone decayed and 
worked out.  Even i n  l a t e r  years the  bone would decay end there  would be 
s p l i n t e r s  of  bone come ou t  of  h i s  leg. He lay on the b a t t l e f i e l d  a f t e r  










































































































