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Anna M; Williams, Ju ly  27, 1975, Oakford, I l l ino i s .  
Rosalyn L. Bone, Interviewer. 

A. I was born in 1895, at h t h ,  I l l inois .  That s where I was  born. 
- That's where mm and dad lived at that time. Then we moved closer 

t o  Havana, I l l ino i s  when I was three. Well, I t ' s  about three miles out 
of Havana. Then f r o m  there I newer moved anywhere else.  P@ parents 
never mved anywhere else.  I attended Bowrmds School. That w a s  q 
f i r s t  school, ~ o d  School, and I was s ix  years old. I went the 
first three years, every day, without missing. 

Q. Really? 

A. (laughs) Yes, f i r s t  three years. I was s ix  when I started. I went 
s ix,  seven and eight.  I went three years without missing, and when I was 
ten years old I read l ibrary books and I got seals  on library books fo r  
reading l ibrary books. From then on I finished un t i l  the eighth grade. 
I finished eighth grade right there at that  school. Then I went t o  the 
G e m  Lutheran School f o r  three years, a t  Matanza. We were still  living 
outside of Havana, I l l inois ;  we were s t i l l  living there. From there on 
I learmed t o  help others. You know, doing things fo r  others and getting 
a l i t t l e  spend- money at that time. 

Well then, *om then on I went t o  work for  w grandma. I went t o  work 
fo r  q gt?mdma at f i f t y  cents a week. ~~ lived at--well, I don't 
how what you would c a l l  it, but i t ' s  Quiver. I t 's  by the Quiver Beach. 
I went over there and went, you know f m m  . . . Mom and Dad would bring 
me down and then I would stay a l l  week and then all week and then maybe 
Grandma would say, "Well, you'd bet ter  stay another week. I got som- 
thing e lse  I want you t o  help rn with,'' And I mde f i r t y  cents a week. 
From then on I conae back h e  and helped md in the f ie ld .  

l'$ first experience w a s  ra i s ing  ducks. That was first experience of 
the money that  I made f'rm scratch. You know, Dad would give n~ sore 
ears of corn o r  whatever it was. I raised five, I had six, but I raised 
five ducklings and I sold them for  a dollar  each, fo r  I wanted a five- 
dollar  b i l l .  (laughter) I did. (laughs) I said t o  myself, Boy, I w a s  
r ich. And every time I see a five-dollar b i l l  I think, 'Well, wonder if 
that  is the one I got *om rry ducks. " (laughter) 

F'rom then on I went t o  working fo r  a neighbor-right there close t o  home-- 
because l%m real ly  didn't need me and Daddy didn't need me. I worked fo r  

neighbor and I took care of the babies. You how, the l i t t l e  folks; 
played with them. That was [for] MI?. and Ivh-.s. H e m  Koke. Yes, that 
was M r .  and Mrs. Herman Koke. Well then, fmmthen on I come back home 
then and then I went to-I was up in bigger ages--and then I went t o  he lphg  
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this one and that  one and this one and that  one; you know, helping. 
'Well, you can come over and help, " and, "You can come over and help, l 1  

so then I went that way. 

When I got married at the age of nineteen years, me and M r .  W i l l i a m s  
se t t led  down on the Williams hornstead; that" where we se t t led  down, 
on the Williams homestead. That was just ,  well, I don't know how m y  
miles f r o m  Kilbourne, [ I l l inois]  but anyway, that  ' s where we set t led 
down at.  Then *om the Williams homestead we went t o  . . . well, we 
farmed. We w e n t  t o  Easton. We moved t o  a farm up Fn Eastm, I l l ino i s .  
I cannot t e l l  you the name of the awner of the farm, but anyway, we 
f m d  it. We went t o  a farm In  Easton. Then f'rom there on--from the 
fm in Easton--we went back t o  our other fm. That was the Scheller 
Place and f r o m  there on we come back up here [Oakford]. We had our 
public sale ,  and then we come back and moved in 1945. . . . Yes, i n  
1948 was when he passed away. It was in 1945 when we bought t h i s  place. 
Yes, 1945. Yes, that  s when we moved here. We bought it and we moved 
here i n  1945. I 've been here ever since. 

Then, of course, my hobby-as they a l l  c a l l  it--1 l ike  cooking, kitchen 
work, you know, or  cafe. I work i n  cafes. That's the reason I been 
working i n  cafes. I worked here [in Oakford]. I worked here t ~ o  years 
and I worked i n  there [Petersburg]; now it'll be going on two years i n  
September I worked over there. I really enjoy my l i f e .  I want t o  make 
use of it. I just  don't want t o  sit mund. I want t o  be busy at som- 
thfng. Yes. 

I got Howard andJulius and Harry and C a r l ,  four sons. And they were 
born four years apart. C a r l  is the one that  l ives  a t  Creve Coeur and 
he's got a family, and Harry l ives  at Pekin and he's got a farnily, and 
Howard l ives  over there by Kilbourne and he's got a family. 

Q. What about your school days; what kind of games did you play? 

A. Oh, we played (laughs) a l l  the old-fashioned m s .  Ring-amund- 
the-rosie and drop-the-handkerchief and hide-and-go-seek. (laughs ) I 
don't know what a l l  we played, I can't remember them a l l ,  but 1 do remember 
some of them. 

I joined the New Lebanon Baptist Church. I was a Lutheran, but then I 
joined-when I gor m t l e d  I joined, we all did--my family--we a l l  joined 
the New Lebanon Baptist Chwch. I go t o  church and Sunday school over 
here, but I don't belong over here, but then I'm acceptable because I'm 
in the c i ty  1 W t s  and I got no way of going, you know, t o  New Lebanon. 
You how where New Lebanon Baptist Church is? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, I got no way unless Mr. and Mrs. 'I"n0~a.s goes, and so I just  go 
t o  Sunday school and church over here [in Oakford]. That's where I'm 
welcome t o  come. And I l ike  church work. I l ike  t o  help in church. Yes, 
I l lke  t o  work with church people. I was with Kiwanis C l u b  and I had 
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Girls of Yesterday. I belong t o  a Girls of Yesterday Club and the WSCS 
of Oakford. 

Q. What's WSCS? 

A. That's womnls . . . well, womnls social  work is  what they cal l  it. 
And then the Girls of Yesterday i s  a club that we have the birthdays and 
anniversaries and get-togethers i s  w h a t  we c a l l  them. That's what  we 
c a l l  the Girls of Yesterday. (laughs) See, i f  we met today, then to- 
morrow, then she'd have it, and we'd be yesterday; but we always aim t o  
have one member out of that  club t o  entertain us once a week. If you 
entelrtained this week, well, then I ' m  one of the club and then I ' m  the 
yesterday, well, then I'll e n t e r t a h  you next week. 'I"slatls the way we 
have it. 

Q. Getting back t o  your school days, what did your school look l ike? 

A. It was just a four-wall square building. And it was tk ~0vam-b School 
that  I went t o  up t o  the eighth grade. And then when I went t o  the 
Lutheran school that  was at bhtanza, that  was at the chwlch basemnt. 
That's where we had them. I only went t o  one school, is a l l  I went. I 
went t o  a Lutheran school and it was a wooden . . . it was just  a square 
wooden building. !There were sixteen i n  my confimnation class. Sixteen 
in my confimnation class and when I graduated f'rom the eighth grade there 
was twelve. When I graduated from the eighth grade there was twelve i n  
that  graduation and there was sixteen i n  my con f imt ion  class. 

Q.  What kind of subjects did you have? 

A. We had reading and writing and a r i t h t i c  and geography and history. 
'I"natls what we had. And i n  the G e m  school we had nothing but the 
catechism. You know, the Bible and the catechism. The catechism c m  
from the Bible. The Bible is  the one that the Lord Jesus advented and 
made. 

Q. What about your teachers? Were they men o r  women? 

A. No. I had only one [man] teacher out of rry eight years of school. 
I only had one man teacher and that  was John Iaman. John Iaman. And 
my first teacher was m i t h  Boring. Edith Boring was q first teacher 
when I star ted going t o  school a t  the age of six. 

Q. A t  yow G e m  Lutheran school, did the preacher teach you? 

A. Yes, the minister. Yes, the minister taught that school. 

Q. Do you remember any mischievous things o r  something fluu?y . . . 
A. Yes. I got out of one and got in to  another. (laughter) Idhat I liked 
I always aimed t o  t r y  t o  get away with,but it didn't work. But then anyway, 
as rry mother taught me, she says, "Keep your fingers t o  yowself . '' (laughter) 
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I was a lover of playing with girls with dolls.  I had one great big dol l  
and I didn't wa.nt you t o  touch it. And then I ' d  get in trouble f o ~  slap- 
ping you o r  pinching you for  bothering rry doll.  (laughter) If I liked 
your pencil, I 1 d  put it In my desk. And then the next mming when you 
come, well, you didn't have no lead pencil and I had a new pencil. Oh, 
I w a s  tr icky on them deals. Yes. Wasn't you? 

Q. I imagine. (laughter) 

A. Well, we U d n t t  how any bet ter  but we soon learned different.  Yes, 
we did. 

Q. Do you remember anything e lse  that happened maybe t o  sane of the others? 

A. Yes. When I was i n  Havana a t  the age of sixteen--me and my brother-- 
and we had a buggy and Mom and Dad was there, too, but I went with Mother 
and Brother went with Daddy. Well, we was sent t o  the buggy t o  put some- 
thing i n  the b u g g  or  t o  get something and I l e f t  rry l i t t l e  pocketbook 
i n  the b-. And when I come back I didn't  have it. It w a s  my neighbor 
girl [that] took it out of there--was going t o  play a t r i c k  on me--and she 
took it and she give it t o  me a t  Sunday school. (laughs) I l e f t  it. It 
had a dollar  b i l l  i n  it. 1 can remrriber tha t  just  as well as not. Just  
was a l i t t l e  b i t t y  square pocketbook--one of them snapplng kind--and it 
had a dollar  b i l l  in it. Oh, I was so proud of tha t  dol lar  b i l l .  

We always went t o  a butcher shop. Every tiw weld come t o  Havana--that 
was our hone town--why, me and brother Ed, we'd go t o  the butcher shop. 
Well, he Id say, "Well now, what are you kids up t o  now?ll Well, we wouldnf t 
t e l l  him what we was up to; but that there cheese, oh, it had such a pret ty 
cover on it and If d say, "Well now, we got bread at home but weld l ike  t o  
have a s l i c e  of cheese f o r  a sandwich." He s a d ,  "I donlt  feed hungry 
boys and girls." (laughter) See, that  was in the showcase, you know, and, 
oh, it had a pret ty wrapper on and we said, well, we were h q y  and that  
cheese was so pretty,  we had bread a t  horn and he could give us some cheese; 
we wanted a sandwich. (laughs) 

And at the grocery s tore them old-fashioned peanuts. They was in kind of 
a mund keg. Well, they were roasted and I 1 d  say, "Well, now . . . " He 
said, "If you got a nickel 1'11 get you a sack f u l l ,  but i f  you a i n ' t  got 
no nickel, you have t o  leave them alone." (laughs) I remember that  very 
well, going t o  the store.  (laughs) 

But I never w i l l  forget that when I l a l d  my l i t t l e  purse, my l i t t l e  pocket- 
book--had a l i t t l e  chain on it--1 l a i d  it i n  the seat of the buggy and my 
neighbor girl seen it-and that  was on Saturday afternoon--and she'd picked 
it up. She thought that I had forgotten it o r  something or  when I got out 
I forgot it-w l i t t l e  pocketbook-and she give it t o  re at Sunday school. 
I remerrber that .  But them tricks, we had all s o ~ s  of t r icks.  

I remember that  I was suppose t o  spe l l  som kind of word, and Mom said 
never t o  keep her over because walking t o  school was a long ways and she 
always l iked t o  have me come home before dark. Well, then I mlssed some 
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words in spelling and I had t o  write that so mny times and I had t o  spel l  
that  so many thes and stand r ight  there by the teacher's desk. The rest 
of them was all gone. I just  cried, but I had t o  spel l  the words just  the 
same. (laughs) That was my school days. (laughter) Yes, them was my 
school days. 

Q. Mat  kind of desk did you have? 

A. We had wooden desks with iron braces underneath. We had a s q m  desk 
l ike  this [a table] and then we could put our books here [underneath] and 
then they had iron legs. It was a square desk just  l ike  if I put that  
[notebook] on top here [on the table] and then one underneath and then had 
iron legs. 'I"natls what we had for  our desk. Then i n  the G e m  school was 
benches. They were just  a bench and then a board l ike  t h i s  was the bench 
where we wrote on and here was a board. Why, we sat on just  l ike  picnic 
tables, you know, r ight  along the side. Of course, they were partitioned 
off,  everyone sa t  t o  the i rse l f .  Then it was just one long board and then 
t h i s  long bench, then you had y o m  and t h i s  [me] and tha t  [one]. That s 
the way we had them i n  the G e m  school. In the Born's School was jus t  
an i ron leg l ike  that  and then a square top. That's all there was t o  it 
t o  them school desks. That's the only school I ever went t o  and. then the 
Lutheran school. Them was the mly two schools I went to.  

R& brother went t o  Havana school. He went t o  Havana Lutheran school but 
he went t o  the same school where I went [Bowmads School]. And I always 
had t o  take him by the hand t o  get him started, after I got ready t o  go t o  
school with him. I ' d  always have t o  take him by the hand because Momma 
thought that  he'd poke along and he'd never get there, and i f  I 1 d  take 
care of him and take Nm by the hand when he was s tar t ing  t o  school and . . . 
He finished i n  the sm school where he star ted.  He st&ed a t  the age 
of seven because he had a s i c h e s s  and he couldnlt start at the age of six. 
And he star ted at the age of seven and he went f'rom the age of seven and 
he didn't . . . no, he didn't go t o  the eighth grade. No. There was some- 
thing happened t o  him that  he had t o  quit .  He couldn't go t o  school every 
day. H e  went t o  school, I think maybe, a l o t  of tlmes, he went t o  school 
about Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and somtimes he wouldn't even 
make it till Thursday. Then maybe he'd mfss a day o r  mybe he'd miss two 
days out of his Erst school term. 

I got a picture of rr~yself when I stavlted t o  school. 

Q. Do you? 

A. Yes. (Mrs. W i l l i a m s  goes t o  get her picture and returns with a number 
of pictures) My brother's picture. Now there's when I was eighteen. That's 
what 1 was confirmed in.  . . . There's my and ny husband. . . . Here's my 
first picture. And here's my baby picture. . . . Here's my m m  and dad. 
I s t i l l  have her wedding dress. 
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A. I ham mther ' s  wedding dress and she was. . . . 
Q. what color was i t ?  

A. Blue. Blue silk. Yes. 

was pretty. 

A. Yes. Here's ngr brother's baby picture. 1 still got ~TW school 
pictures. 

Q. Do you still have your wedding dress? 

A. No. No. . . . Now I was going to t e l l  you . . . Well, I guess I 
must have the wrong box. Herets my grandm. That's w h a t  I was looking 
for. I got c o n f i m t i o n  picture, too. (laughs) Yes. I 've got my 
confirmation picture. . . . See, there 's  the minister and that  was the 
first one that  died i n  my con f imt ion  class. This was the first one 
that died and this was the last one that got m i e d  i n  my confirmation 
class. Now that one's gone, that  one's gone and that one's gone, that 
one's gone, that onets gone, t h i s  one's gone, there's only . . . t h i s  
one, she's gone, too. There's only me and her and her and her out of 
the whole bunch that's left. You got your confirmation picture? 

Q. Yes. 

with it for  nothing. 

Q. Was this considered as a laylge class? 

A. Yes. How m m y  was with you? 

A. I think we had thbty-two. But that was the largest it had been in a 
l o  t .  It's usually s m l l e r  than that .  The con f imt ion  class. 

A. Yes. I had sixteen i n  with me. . . . There's grandmother's Bible. 

Q. Does it have all the dates in it and ewrythlrg? 

A. Yes. 

Q. P& goodness, how old is it? 

A. I don't how how old it is. That's the Holy Bible. I 've been so 
careful with it that  none of the leaves gets l a s t .  See, it has the gold 
edge on it. %hat's grandmother's Bible. I wouldn't part  with it for  
nothing. 

Q. No, I wouldntt either.  

A. I vexy seldom keep it outside. I was trying t o  find . . . Ca;rlts 
wedding picture. There's George. . . . I think the i r  pictures .we i n  
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here. If I can find it pretty soon. . . . Now see here's my other school 
picture. Right there. And I have followed . . . Here's Howard's boy, 
George when he was in service. I don't know if  he still is or  not. Here's 
C a r l ,  rry youngest boy, his wedding picture. 'I"natls when he was i n  service. 
See, there. Everybody says, "Well, you can still  follow Annie and Brother . . . )I 

Right the=, there's q brother's picture. 

Here's my teacher. But I can't remember If all these are s t i l l  here or 
not but here's a boy that went to  service then. He's the one that got 
ki l led out of th i s  class, th i s  one i s  the only one that I can remember of. 
And this l i t t l e  boy was the one that got c ~ i p p l e d .  His head dfdn't develop 
and his whole body . . . something happened t o  him when he was going t o  
school. He was part  of the tim there, and pxet of the tire not. But 
anyway, he developed some kind of a i lmnt  and he didn't get @own up at 
all.  . . . 
Now here's my mother's s i s t e r ' s  family from Califormia. Them's my mthe r l s  
s i s te r ' s  children. She's the nurse and that one's a doctor and this one's 
a doctor and that  one's got a different job and that  one's got a different 
job. But these two are doctors and she's a nurse but this one I can't 
remember what he turned out and that one. But she was the only girl and 
four boys, but she turned out t o  be a nurse and these two turned out t o  
be doctors, i n  California. Me and her started t o  school at the same age, 
but they didn't l ive in California then. But me and her started t o  school 
a t  the sam age. 

pandma gave her a dol l  for Christmas and I got a doll for Christ-. 
F@ doll  was a china-faced doll  and her's was  a different kind of face and 
she said, "If I ever get a chance at M e '  s doll  I'll smash it." Whenever 
they'd come down and we'd get together we'd have our dolls and because 
llline was a china-face and her's was a different k%d she was jealous of me, 
of Grandma giving me that kind and the same Grandma gave her a different 
kind. 

Now her name is Marie Kathryn. That's her name because she was named a f te r  
her mom and her mmls husband's mom. But anyway, tha t ' s  Marie Kathryn. 
And I ' m  Anna Marie. See. But her doll  head wasn't l ike  mine and she said, 
"If I ever get a hold of Annie's Cdoll] I'm going t o  smash it. (laughter) 
But she never got no chance at it because I didn't give her no chance. 

See, I got the prize at the Kilbourne Centennial, you know, that time for 
the oldest dress. 

&. Oh, yes. 

A. It's here somewhere. I got it. . 
(referring t o  pictures) 

Q. Do you remen-ber anything about tk 

. . Now here's C a r l ,  Jr. and family. 

le tam of Kilbowne? 

A. Well, it wasn't . . . Well, when we come into the c o d t y  of Kilboume, 
well, I can rernerber Craggs and Ckaggs store. I can remmber Miller's Ice 
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C r e a m  Parlor and I can r e ~ m b e r  the shoe shop and I can remember--what 
was that man's n m ?  Shults? Yes, Shults. He was the one that  was 
se l l ing  plants at that  t im when I can remnJ3er because my mrn and dad 
got plants f r o m  him. 

My dad took grain t o  Kilboume at that  t i rne  when we lived on this 
other place, not this last one but the other one. He took p a i n  t o  
the elevator and it was between two p a t  big rolling stones. The man 
would l e t  the g a i n  run out of the sack in to  th i s  thing and it would 
run in ;  then it would be mashed with two stones, just  like that  (rubs 
two hands together). I can remerrber that  because rqy dad, once in a 
great while, he'd take Brother along, but no very often because he didn't 
want, you know, the kids t o  be bothering the kid over there [at the 
elevator]. 

Q. Could I .  . . 
A. I can remember . . . What were you @ing t o  say? 

Q. Could I take a coupXe of those pictures and have copZes made off of 
them? 

A. 1 don't care. Now what is  it you want? 

Q. I want the picture of you. 

A. Oh, me? 

Q. Yes. 

A. ~s one?' 

Q. Yes, I want tha t  one. 

A. Here's brother. 2 

Q. Yes, I'll take him, too. He's talked about. 

A. Do I get the picture back? 

Q. Yes. You'll get these back. I ' ll have a copy made and then you'll  
get these back. 

A. Now what e lse  do you want? l'Q m m  and dad? 3 

Q. Yes, I'll take them. I'll take any of them that  you're willing t o  . . . 

'Mrs. W i l l i a m s  ' confirmation photograph i n  collateral material. 

2~hotograph of Mrs. W i l l i a m s '  brother Ed i n  col lateral  material. 

3Photograph of Mrs. Williams ' parentsv wedding i n  col lateral  material. 
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A. What I mean i s  what you would find out i n  the gruup. 

Q. Yes. See, 1'11 have these copied and then they ' l l  . . . 
A. There's weddFng picture. 4 

Q. Yes. I want that one, too. Okay. 

5 A. Well now, tha t ' s  it. Here's rqy baby picture and there's brother 
Eddie. (laughs) Now you have followed nly picture from the time I had 
ny picture taken, i f  you noticed it . . . 
Q. 1'11 take that  one i f  it's all right.  

A. Yes. 

Q. Yes, I've seen you all the way throw. What about your farm l i f e ?  
Did you have animals? 

A. Oh, yes. flrst experience was--I had a calf.  I took care of a 
calf and fed it and took care of it f r o m  the time it l e f t  its1 rmm. 
I sold it and what mney I got off of it I went and bought me some chickens, 
baby chickens, with the money that  I got f h r n  the calf.  I turned around 
and bought rw som baby chickens. Well, I raised the baby chickens. After 
I sold the baby chickens I, yes, I got the baby pig. . . . I had the baby 
calf; that  was nly first one--that was l i t t l e  Reddy-and then I had baby 
chickens and they were White Rocks. Then, no, I didn't get no more  chances 
t o  have anything I called own. Only, no, because brother Eddie had the 
l i t t l e  pony. Hers the one that  had the l i t t l e  pony, brother Eddie did. 
He didnl t f inish h i s  job up with the l i t t l e  pig that  . . . I can1 t remember 
that  much about back where he got tha t  pig Porn but somebody give him a pig 
and tha t  was all his  and he was t o  take care of it un t i l  he [the pig] got 
big. Then that money-when he got it--he was suppose t o  buy h imel f  a 
sdt.  That was his. That was his experience. But I didn't have anything 
else,  only the calf and the chickens that  I had and made own money. 

Then after that, why, af'ter I got throw school I worked, helped out t o  
different ones, and then nly s p m  time I was learning t o ,  you how, t o  sew 
at home. b m  learned rw and then different ones that  showed me, and then 
from on out . . . But anyway, I only had them two experiences that  I had 
t o  take cavle of and ca l l  nly own. 

Q. Did your father have my animals? 

A. Oh, yes. Pop had sheep. dad had sheep and he had hogp , and you kncw , 
cat t le .  Yes, because I always got . . . Wen rry dad had the sheep, why, the 
man would corn and shear them. 

4Mm. W i l l i d  wedding photograph i n  collateral material. 

5~hotopyaph of Mrs. Williams at age six i n  col la tera l  material. 












































