PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a tape-recorded interview conducted
by Rosalyn L. Bone for the Oral History Office on July 27, 1975. Rosalyn
Bone transcribed the tapes and edited the transcript. Mrs. Amnma Williams
reviewed the transcript.

Anna M. Williams was born in Bath, Illinois on December 10, 1895.
She has lived on a farm most of her 1life. In her memolr she discusses
farm 1life, atfending an one-room school, foodstuff, home crafts and many
other interesting toples. She enjoys cocking and is employed by a cafe.
She 18 a menber of Kiwanis Club and Girls of Yesterday. She also gardens
and makes her own clothes., Mrs. Williams is an active menber in church
work and enjoys helping people.

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the inferviewer, narrator and editor
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in
such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not responsible for
the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed therein; these
are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and clfed freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon State
University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.




Anna M. Williams, July 27, 1975, Oakford, Illinois.
Rosalyn L. Bone, Interviewer.

A. I was born in 1895, at Bath, Illinois. That's where I was borm.

- That's where my mom and dad 11lved at that time. Then we moved closer
to Havana, Illinois when I was three. Well, i1t's about three miles out
of Havana. Then from there I never moved anywhere else. My parents
never moved anywhere else. I attended Bowmarls School. That was my
first school, Bowmar’s School, and I was six years old. I went the
first three years, every day, without missing.

Q. Really?

A. (laughs) Yes, first three years. I was six when I started. I went
six, seven and eight. I went three years wlthout missing, and when I was
ten years old I read library books and I got seals on library books for
reading library books. From then on I finished until the eighth grade.

I finished elghth grade right there at that school. Then I went to the
German Lutheran School for three years, at Matanza. We were still living
outgide of Havana, Illinois; we were still living there. From there on

I learned to help others. You know, doing things for others and getting
a little spending money at that time.

Well then, from then on I went to work for my grandma. I went to work
for my grandma at fifty cents a week, My grandma lived at--well, I don't
know what you would call it, but it's Quiver. It's by the Quiver Beach.
I went over there and went, you know from . . . Mom and Dad would bring
me down and then I would stay all week and then all week and then maybe
Grandma would say, "Well, you'd better stay another week. I got some-
thing else I want you to help me with." And I made fifty cents a week.
From then on I come back home and helped Dad in the field.

My first experience was raising ducks. That was my first experience of
the money that T made from scratch. You know, Dad would glve me some
ears of corn or whatever it was. I raised filve, I had six, but I raised
five ducklings and I sold them for a dollar each, for I wanted a five-
dollar bill. (laughter) I did. (laughs) I sald to myself, Boy, I was
rich, And every time I see a five-dollar bill I think, "Well, wonder if
that 1s the one I got from my ducks." (laughter)

From then on I went to working for a neighbor-~right there close to home—-
because Mom really didn't need me and Daddy didn't need me. I worked for
my neighbor and I took care of the babies. You know, the little folks;
played with them. That was [for] Mr, and Mrs. Herman Koke. Yes, that

was Mr. and Mrs. Herman Koke., Well then, from then on I come back home

then and then I went to--~I1 was up 1In blgger ages-——and then I went to helping
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this one and that one and this one and that one; you know, helping.
"Well, you can come over and help," and, "You can come over and help,"
80 then I went that way.

When I got married at the age of nineteen years, me and Mr. Williams
settled down on the Williams homestead; that's where we settled down,
on the Williams homestead. That was Just, well, I don't know how many
miles from Kilbourne, [I1linois] but anyway, that's where we settled
down at. Then from the Williams homestead we went to . . . well, we
farmed. We went to Easton. We moved to a farm up in Easton, Illinois.
I cannot tell you the name of the owner of the farm, but anyway, we
farmed it. We went to a farm in Easton. Then from there on-~from the
farm In Easton—-we went back to our other farm. That was the Scheller
Place and from there on we come back up here [Oakford]. We had our
public sale, and then we come back and moved in 1945, . ., . 'Yes, in
1948 was when he passed away. It was in 1945 when we bought this place.
Yes, 1945. Yes, that's when we moved here. We bought it and we moved
here in 1945. I've been here ever since.

Then, of course, my hobby—as they all call it—-I like cocking, kitchen
work, you know, or cafe. I work in cafes. That's the reason I been
working in cafes. I worked here [in Oakford]. I worked here two years
and I worked in there [Petersburg]; now it'll be going on two years in
September I worked over there. I really enjoy my life. I want to make
use of 1t., I just don't want to sit around. I want to be busy at some-
thing. Yes. '

I got Howard and Julius and Harry and Carl, four sons. And they were
born four years apart. Carl is the one that lives at Creve Coeur and
he's got a family, and Harry lives at Pekin and he's got a family, and
Howard lives over there by Kilbourne and he's got a family.

Q. What about your school days; what kind of games did you play?

A. Oh, we played (laughs) all the old-fashioned games. Ring-around-
the-rosie and drop-the-handkerchief and hide-and-go-seek. (laughs) I

don't know what all we played, I can't remember them all, but I do remember
some of them.

I joined the New Lebanon Baptist Church. I was a Lutheran, but then T
Joined—when I gor married I joined, we all dld--my family--we all jolned
the New Lebanon Baptist Church. I go to church and Sunday school over
here, but I don't belong over here, but then I'm acceptable because I'm
in the city 1limits and I got no way of golng, you know, to New Lebanon.
You know where New Lebanon Baptist Church is?

Q. Yes,

A. Well, I got no way unless Mr. and Mrs. Thomas goes, and so I just go
to Sunday school and church over here [in Oakford]. That's where I'm
welcome to come. And I like church work. I like to help in church. Yes,
I like to work with church people. T was with Kiwanis Club and I had
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Girls of Yesterday. I belong to a @Girls of Yesterday Club and the WSCS
of Qakford. :

Q. What's WSCS?

A. That's women's . . . well, women's social work is what they call it.
And then the Girls of Yesterday is a club that we have the birthdays and
amiversaries and get=togethers is what we call them. That's what we ‘
call the Girls of Yesterday. (laughs) See, if we met today, then to-
morrow, then she'd have it, and we'd be yesterday; but we always aim to
have one member out of that club to entertain us once a week. If you
entertained this week, well, then I'm one of the club and then I'm the
yesterday, well, then I'11l entertaln you next week. That's the way we
have it.

Q. Getting back to your school days, what did your school loock like?

A. Tt was just a four-wall square bullding. And it was the Bowmark School
that I went to up to the elghth grade. And then when I went to the
Lutheran school that was at Matanza, that was at the church basement.
That's where we had them. I only went to one school, is all I went. I
went to a Lutheran school and it was a wooden . . . it was just a square
wooden building. There were sixteen in my confirmation class. Sixteen

in my confirmation class and when I graduated from the eighth grade there
was twelve. When I graduated from the elghth grade there was twelve in
that graduation and there was sixteen in my confirmation class.

Q. What kind of subjects did you have?

A. We had reading and writing and arithmetic and geography and history.
That's what we had. And in the German school we had nothing but the
catechism. You know, the Bible and the catechism. The catechism come
from the Bible. The Blble is the one that the Lord Jesus advented and
made. :

Q. What about your teachers? Were they men or women?

A. No. T had only one [man] teacher out of my elght years of school.
I only had one man teacher and that was John Taman. John Iaman. And
my first teacher was Edith Boring. Edith Boring was my first teacher
when I started going to school at the age of six.

At your German Lutheran school, did the preacher teach you?

Yes, the minister. Yes, the minister taught that school.

Yes. I got out of one and got into another. (laughter) What I liked
always aimed to try to get away with, but it didn't work. But then anyway, -

Ql

A.

Q. Do you remember any mischievous things or something fumy . . .

A.

I .

as my mother taught me, she says, "Keep your fingers to yourself." (laughter)
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I was a lover of playing with girls with dolls. I had one great big doll
and I didn't want you to touch it. And then I'd get in trouble for slap-
ping you or pinching you for bothering my doll. (laughter) If I liked
your penelil, T'd put it in my desk. And then the next morning when you
come, well, you didn't have no lead pencil and I had a new pencil. Oh,

T was tricky on them deals. Yes. Wasn't you?

Q. I imagine. (laughter)

- A. Well, we didn't know any better but we soon learned different. Yes,
we did.

Q. Do you remember anything else that happened maybe to same of the others?

A. TYes. When I was In Havana at the age of sixteen—-me and my brother—
and we had a buggy and Mom and Dad was there, too, but I went with Mother
and Brother went with Daddy. Well, we was sent to the buggy to put some-
thing in the buggy or to get something and I left my little pocketbook

in the buggy. And when I come back I didn't have it. It was my neighbor
girl [that] took 1t out of there—was going to play a trick on me——and she
took it and she glve it to me at Sunday school. (laughs) I left it. It
had a dollar bill in it. T can remenber that just as well as not. Just
was a 1little bitty square pocketbook—-cne of them snapping kind——and it
had a dollar bill in it. Oh, T was so proud of that dollar bill.

We always went to a butcher shop. Every time we'd come to Havana—--that

was our home town--why, me and brother Ed, we'd go to the butcher shop.
Well, he'd say, "Well now, what are you kids up to now?" Well, we wouldn't
tell him what we was up to; but that there cheese, oh, it had such a pretty
cover on it and I'd say, "Well now, we got bread at home but we'd like to
have a slice of cheese for a sandwich." He said, "I don't feed hungry

boys and girls." (laughter) See, that was in the showcase, you know, and,
oh, it had a pretty wrapper on and we sald, well, we were hungry and that
cheese was so pretty, we had bread at home and he could give us some cheese;
we wanted a sandw1ch (1aughs)

And at the grocery store them old-fashioned peanuts. They was in kind of
a round keg. Well, they were roasted and I'd say, "Well, now . . ." He
said, "If you got a nickel I'll get you a sack full, but if you ain't got
no nickel, you have to leave them alone." (laughs) I remember that very
well, going to the store. (laughs)

But I never will forget that when I laid my little purse, my little pocket—
book--had a little chain on it-—-I laid it in the seat of the buggy and my
neighbor girl seen it—and that was on Saturday afternoon—-and she'd picked
it up. She thought that I had forgotten it or something or when I got out
I forgot it-—my 1little pocketbook-—and she give it to me at Sunday school.
I remember that. But them tricks, we had all sorts of tricks.

I remember that I was suppose to spell some kind of word, and Mom said
never to keep her over because walking to school was a long ways and she
always liked to have me come home before dark. Well, then I missed some
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words in spelling and I had to write that so many times and I had to spell
that so many times and stand right there by the teacher's desk. The rest
of them was all gone. I just cried, but T had to spell the words just the
same. (laughs) That was my school days. (laughter) Yes, them was my
school days.

Q. What kind of desk dld you have?

A. We had wooden desks with iron braces underneath. We had a square desk
like this [a table] and then we could put our books here [underneath] and
then they had iron legs. It was a square desk Just like if T put that
[notebook] on top here [on the table] and then one underneath and then had
iron legs. That's what we had for our desk. Then in the German school was
benches. They were Just a bench and then a board llke this was the bench
where we wrote on and here was a board. Why, we sat on just like picnic
tables, you know, right along the side. Of course, they were partitioned
off, everyone sat to theirself. Then it was just one long board and then
this long bench, then you had yours and this [one] and that [one]. That's
the way we had them in the German schocl. In the Bowmarls School was just
an iron leg like that and then a square top. That's all there was to it
to them school desks. That's the only school I ever went to and then the
Lutheran school. Them was the only two schools I went to.

My brother went to Havana school. He went to Havana Lutheran school but

he went to the same school where T went [Bowmarls School]. And I always

had to take him by the hand to get him started, after I got ready to go to
school with him, I'd always have to take him by the hand because Monmma
thought that he'd poke along and he'd never get there, and if I'd take

care of him and take him by the hand when he was starting to school and . . .

He finished in the same school where he started. He started at the age

of seven because he had a sickness and he couldn't start at the age of six.
And he started at the age of seven and he went from the age of seven and

he didn't . . . no, he didn't go to the eighth grade. No. There was some-
thing happened to him that he had to quit. He couldn't go to school every
day. He went to school, I think maybe, a lot of times, he went to school
about Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and sometimes he wouldn't even
make 1t till Thursday. Then maybe he'd miss a day or maybe he'd miss two
days out of his first school term.

I got a picture of myself when I started to school.
Q. Do you? |

A. Yes. (Mrs. Williams goes to get her picture and returns with a number
of pictures) My brother's picture. Now there's when I was eighteen. That's
what I was confirmed in. . . . There's my and my husband. . . . Here's my
first picture. And here's my baby picture. . . . Here's my mom and dad.

I still have her wedding dress.

Q. You do?
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A, I have my mother's wedding dress and she was. .
Q. What color was it?

A. Blue. Blue sllk. Yes.

Q. It was pretty.

A. Yes. Here's my brother's baby picture. T still got my school
pictures,

Q. Do you still have your wedding dress?

A. No. No. ... Now I was going to tell you . . . Well, I guess I
must have the wrong box. Here's my grandma. That's what I was looking
for. I got my confirmation picture, too. (laughs) Yes. I've got my
confirmation plcture. . . . See, there's the minister and that was the
first one that dled in my confirmation class. This was the first one
that died and this was the last one that got married in my confirmation
class. Now that one's gone, that one's gone and that one's gone, that
one's gone, that one's gone, this one's gone, there's only . . . this
one, she's gone, too. There's only me and her and her and her out of
the whole bunch that's left. You got your confirmatlion picture?

Q. Yes,

A. T wouldn't part with it for nothing.
Q. Was this consldered as a large class?
A. Yes. How many was with you?

A. T think we had thirty-two. But that was the largest 1f had been in a
long time. It's usually smaller than that. The confirmatlion class.

A. Yes. I had sixteen in withme. . . . There's my grandmother's Bible.
@. Does it have all the dates in it and everything?

A. Yes,

Q. My goodness, how old is it?

A. I don't know how old 1t 1s. That's the Holy Bible. I've been so
careful with 1t that none of the leaves gets lost. See, it has the gold
edge on it. That's my grandmother's Bible. I wouldn't part with it for
nothing.

Q. No, I wouldn't elther.

A. I very seldom keep it outside. I was trying to find . . . Carl's
wedding pieture. There's George. . . . I think their pictures are in
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here. If I can find it pretty soon. . . . Now see here's my other school
picture. Right there. And T have followed . . . Here's Howard's boy,

George when he was in service. I don't know if he still is or not. Here's
Carl, my youngest boy, his wedding picture. That's when he was in service.

See, there. Everybody says, "Well, you can still follow Amnle and Brother . . .
Right there, there's my brother's picture.

»n

Here's my teacher. But I can't remember if all these are still here or
not but here's a boy that went to service then. He's the one that got
killed out of this class, this one is the only one that I can remember of.
And this little boy was the one that got crippled. His head didn't develop
and his whole body . . . something happened to him when he was going to
school. He was part of the time there, and part of the time not. But
anyway, he developed some kind of ailment and he didn't get grown up at
all. . . .

Now here's my mother's sister's family from California. Them's my mother's
sister's children. She's the nurse and that one's a doctor and this one's
a doctor and that one's got a different Job and that one's got a different
Job. But these two are doctors and she's a nurse but this one I can't
remember what he turned out and that one. But she was the only glrl and
four boys, but she twmned out to be a nurse and these two turned out to

be doctors, in California. Me and her started to school at the same age,
but they didn't live in California then. But me and her started to school
at the same age.

My grandma gave her a doll for Christmas and I got a doll for Christmas.

My doll was a china-faced doll and herts was a different kind of face and
she said, "If I ever get a chance at Annie's doll I'll smash it." Whenever
they'd come down and we'd get together we'd have our dolls and because

mine was a china-face and her's was a different kind she was Jealous of me,
of Grandma giving me that kind and the same Grandma gave her a different
kind.

Now her name is Marie Kathryn. That's her name because she was named after
her mom and her mom's husband's mom. But anyway, that's Marie Kathryn.
And I'm Anna Marie. See. But her doll head wasn't like mine and she said,
"If T ever get a hold of Amnie's [doll] I'm going to smash it." (laughter)
But she never got no chance at it because I didn't give her no chance.

See, I got the prize at the Kilbourne Centennial, you know, that time for
the oldest dress. :

Q. ©Oh, yes.

A. TIt's here somewhere. T got it. . . . Now here's Carl, Jr. and family.
(referring to pictures)

Q. Do you remenber anything about the town of Kilbourne?

A, Well, it wasn't . . . Well, when we come into the commmnity of Kilbourne,
well, I can remember Craggs and Craggs store, I can remember Miller's Tce
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Cream Parlor and I can remember the shoe shop and I can remember--what

was

that man's name? Shults? Yes, Shults. He was the one that was

selling plants at that time when I can remember because my mom and dad

got

plants from him.

My dad took grain to Kllbourne at that time when we lived on this
other place, not this last one but the other one. He took grain to

the

elevator and it was between two great bilg rolling stones. The man

would let the grain run out of the sack info this thing and it would

run in; then 1t would be mashed with two stones, just like that (rubs
two hands together). I can remember that because my dad, once in a
great while, he'd take Brother along, but no very often because he didn't
want, you know, the kids to be bothering the kid over there [at the

elevator].

Q. Could I . . .

A. T can remember . . . What were you going to say?

Q. Could I take a couple of those pictures and have coples made off of
them?

A, I don't care. Now what is it you want?

@. I want the picture of you.

A. Oh, me?

Q. Yes.

A. This one?l

Q. Yes, I want that one.

A. Here's ny brother.2

Q. Yes, I'1ll take him, too. He's talked about.

A. Do I get the plcture back?

Q. Yes. You'll get these back. I'1l have a copy made and then you'll
get these back.

A. Now what else do you want? My mom and dad?3

Q. Yes, I'll take them. I'll take any of them that you're willing to .

]--”Mr?s. Williams' confirmation photograph in collateral material.
2Photog;rr:xph of Mrs. Williams' brother Ed in collateral material.

3Photogr=aph of Mrs. Willlams' parents' wedding in collateral material.
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What I mean is what you would find out in the group.

Yes. See, I'll have these copled and then they'll .

A

Q@

A. There's nmy wedding picttme.u

Q. Yes. I want that one, too. Okay.
A. Well now, that's it. Here's ny baby picture5 and there's brother
Eddie. (laughs) Now you have followed my picture from the time I had
ny picture taken, if you noticed it . . .

Q. I'll take that one if it's all right.
A. Yes.

Q. Yes, I've seen you all the way through. What about your farm life?
Did you have animals?

A. Ch, yes. My flrst experience was—-I had a calf. I took care of a

calf and fed 1t and tock care of it from the time it left its' momy.

I sold it and what money I got off of it I went and bought me some chickens,
baby chickens, with the money that I got from the calf. I turned around
and bought me some baby chickens. Well, I raised the baby chickens. After
I sold the baby chickens I, yes, I got the baby pig. . . . I had the baby
calfy; that was my first one-—that was little Reddy-—and then I had my baby
chickens and they were White Rocks. Then, no, I didn't get no more chances
to have anything I called nmy own. Only, no, because brother Eddie had the
little pony. He's the one that had the little pony, brother Eddie did.

He didn't finish his job up with the little pig that . . . I can't remenmber
that much about back where he got that pig from but somebody glve him a pig
and that was all his and he was to take care of it until he [the pig] got
blg. Then that money--when he got it--he was suppose to buy himself a
suit. That was his. That was his experience. But I didn't have anything
else, only the calf and the chickens that I had and made my own money.

Then after that, why, after I got through school I worked, helped out to
different ones, and then my spare time I was learning to, you know, to sew
at home. Mom learned me and then dlfferent ones that showed me, and then
from on out . . . Bubt anyway, I only had them two experiences that I had
to take care of and call ny own.

Q. Did your father have any animals?
A. Ch, yes. Pop had sheep. My dad had sheep and he had hogs, and you know,

cattle. Yes, because I always got . . . When ny dad had the sheep, why, the
man would come and shear them.

qus. Williams' wedding photograph in collateral materdial.

5Photogr’aph of Mrs. Williams at age six in collateral material.



































































