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R. J. Wilkin, October 17, 1973, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

F rede r i c  G. F l iege ,  Interviewer.  

Q: The C&IM bought i n  i n  1926? 

A: The C&IM took i t  over i n  1926, yes. 

Q: And you s t a r t e d  wi th  them when you were s ix t een?  

A: I s t a r t e d  over t h e r e ,  I t h i n k  i t  was 1916. 

Q: And you s t a r t e d  as a messenger boy? 

A: Messenger boy i n  t h e  f re ighthouse ,  and t h a t  was a t  Ninth and Madison 
S t r e e t s .  

Q: Ninth and Madison by St .  John's? 

A: South of S t .  John's. 

Q: Is tha t  what t h a t  bu i ld ing  is, t h e  one t h a t  has  t h a t  fancy des ign  on 
i t  the re?  

A: Well, they  t o r e  down t h a t  o ld  CP & St. L f r e igh thouse ,  t h e  whole 
thing.  Then t h a t  CIPS o r  I l l i n o i s  Power, whatever i t  is, they bought 
t h a t  bu i ld ing  or  b u i l t  t h a t  bui lding.  

Q: No, I was th inking  of t h a t  bu i ld ing  r i g h t  across from Barker Lubin's 
t h a t  looks l i k e  a church o r  someth-lng. Do you know yhat  t h a t  i s ?  

A: You mean t h a t  s tone  bui ld ing?  That was Cul lver  Monument Works, s t o n e  
works. Cul lver  was t h e  name of t h e  owners of it. 1t's on t h e  west s i d e  
of t h e  street, just nor th  of t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r acks .  Cullver.  

Q: How long had you worked f o r  t h e  CP & St .  L b e f o r e  t he  C&IM took 
it over? 

A: Well, t h a t  must have been back t h e r e ,  1926. See, dur ing  t h e  w a r  I 
worked f o r  t h e  I l l i n o i s  Cent ra l  and I worked over t h e r e  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  
w a r  was over  wi th  and s e t t l e d  and then  we went back t o  CP & S t .  L f o r  a 
s h o r t  t i m e .  I don' t know how many years  now. 

Q: You mean t h a t  during t h e  war you went t o  work f o r  the I l l i n o i s  Cent ra l?  

A: That ' s  when t h e  government took them over and consol idated them. 
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Q: Oh, I see, and t h a t  was a c t u a l l y  t h e  end of t h e  CP & St .  L then? 
Right a f t e r  t h a t  t h e  C & I M  bought them out .  

A: Yes, t he  C & I M  took i t  over s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t ,  I couldn ' t  t e l l  you 
when. O f  course t h a t  south end of t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  it w a s  a l l  abandoned 
then  a t  t h a t  time. They j u s t  c losed i t  up. And then t h e  C&IM took i t  
over and r e l a i d  a l l  of t h e  t r ack  from t h a t  mine c l e a r  up t o  Pekin. 

Q: How long d id  you work a s  a messenger then? 

A: Well, I worked as a messenger f o r ,  oh, maybe a year  and a h a l f ,  two 
years .  

Q: And then  d id  you go out  on t h e  l i n e ?  

A: No, I never worked on the  road. 

Q: Never d id?  

A: No, never  d i d ,  on t h a t  l i n e ,  And then t h e  C&IM, I d i d n ' t  r i d e  on 
t h e  road on C & l M  e i t h e r ,  I w a s  a yardmaster and then wound up a s  a 
yardmaster and f r e i g h t  agent and a s s i s t a n t  t ra inmas ter .  On some occasions 
I worked as a s s i s t a n t  t r a inmas te r ,  

Q: What w a s  t h e r e  be fo re  t h e  C & I M  was t h e r e  by P i l l s b u r y  Mil l?  

A: That was t h e  CP & St .  L then. Yes, and then t h e  C&IM took i t  
over.  The CS & S t ,  L, t h a t  was another  o u t f i t ,  had t h e  road Spr ing f i e ld  
south. The CS & St .  L they c a l l e d  it. ( i n t e r r u p t i o n )  

Q: Well, what happened then? When t h e  government consol idated them 
during t h e  war, d id  t h a t  a f f e c t  you i n  any manner? 

A: Well, I wouldn't say t h a t  it  a f f ec t ed  t h e  work any, I was doing t h e  
same kind of work. 

Q: What a c t u a l l y  d i d  you do a f t e r  you were a messenger? What d id  you 
do, what was your job? (pause) You say you were a messenger f o r  about a 
year .  That p u t s  you a t  about seventeen years  o ld ,  

A: Yes, w e l l  t h a t  was with t h e  CP & St .  L and then,  I guess I fo rge t .  
The C&IM took it over .  

Q: That was i n  1926, r i g h t ?  

A: Yes, 1926, t h a t ' s  when they closed up t h e  f r e i g h t  house and they 
moved ou t  t h e r e  t o  t h e  yards.  They had a f r e i g h t  o f f i c e ,  yard o f f i c e  
and then they b u i l t  t h a t  passenger s t a t i o n  and f r e i g h t  house a t  F i f t e e n t h  
and North Grand. I don ' t  know t he  da t e s .  

Q: They're no t  important.  You sa id  you never d id  go out  on t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  
you j u s t  worked i n  t h e  yards,  what were you a conductor,  brakeman? 
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A: I was the  trainmaster  a t  t h a t  time. I never worked as a brakeman 
other  than t h e  f i r s t  few days I went t o  work over there. I worked on a 
switch engine. And then they put me i n  t h e  f r e i g h t  o f f i c e  and the  yard 
o f f i c e  and I worked there.  Oh Lord, I dpn't  h o w  how long. 

Q: What's the  d i f fe rence  between a t r a i tmas te r  and a yardmaster? 

A: Well, a trainmaster  has j u r i s d i c t i o n  over the  t r a i n s  out on the  road 
and the  yardmaster, he handles everything i n  the  yards. 

Q: In  o the r  words, one i s  not  over t h e  o the r  one, i s  he? 

A: Well, the  t ra inmaster ,  he i s  supposed t o  have some au thor i ty  over the 
yardmaster. But the re  hasn ' t  been any t i m e  when they did t h a t ,  not  
often.  You had charge of everything i n  the  yards t h a t  came i n t o  i t ,  the  
yardmaster. The trainmaster  handled them through the  yards. 

Q: When you f i r s t  s t a r t e d  working, could you t e l l  m e  where the  t r a i n s  
ran? They ran  down t o  T a y l o w i l l e ,  r i g h t ?  

A: Y e s ,  one from Pekin t o  Taylorvi l le .  That operated over the  I l l i n o i s  
Central  t racks  from Spr ingf ie ld  t o  t h a t  junction down the re ,  they ca l l ed  
t h e  C i m i c .  C-I-M-I-C. And then they went on over i n t o  Taylorvi l le .  

Q: Went t o  Pekin, how about Havana? 

A: Well, they went through Havana going t o  Pekin. 

Q: Is t h a t  t h e  f u r t h e s t  they went, nor th  t o  Pekin? 

A: Pekin, yes. 

Q: And i t  was mainly a l l  coal ,  r i g h t ?  

A: Yes, t h a t  was t h e  b ig  i t e m .  

Q: And P l l l sbury  Mill, i t  was t h e r e  a t  the  time? 

A: Well, yes, P i l l sbury  b u i l t  there ,  I don't  even remember what year i t  
was. Well t h a t  was when I s t a r t e d  there.  

Q: Did they have any wrecks back i n  those days? 

A: Oh, they had a few. They had a wreck, a t r a i n  stopped up i n  Havana 
i n  some kind of txouble and another t r a i n  came from behind, h i t  i t  from 
the  r e a r  end and t o r e  the  devil out of things.  

Q: Did they have many deaths,  d id  many people ge t  k i l l e d ?  

A: No. Wait a minute here. I was going t o  say they had a head on 
c o l l i s i o n  but  I could be a l l  wet. I know r i g h t  i n  t h a t  curve going i n t o  
Havana up f n  t h e r e  the  engine w a s  out on the  ground. I th ink t h e r e  were 
two i n  tha t .  You know they j u s t  come with t h e  engine. Now I ' m  a f r a i d  t o  
say. It 's j u s t  t h a t  I can ' t  remember. 
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Q: When did they switch t o  steam, I mean d i e s e l s ,  when they go t  r i d  of 
t h e  steam? 

A: Well, those  d i e s e l s ,  I remember t h e  f i r s t  one t o  come i n  t h e r e ,  and I 
don ' t  know how long ago. God, I ' v e  been away from t h e r e  f o r  a long time. 

Q: Didn't  they, t h e  C&IM,  s o r t  of hold back? Because r i g h t  be fo re  they 
came out  with t h e  d i e s e l s  they had j u s t  put  i n  a l l  those coa l  shu te s  o r  
something l i k e  t h a t  and they were one of t h e  l a s t  r a i l r o a d s  i n  t h e  na t ion  
t o  go t o  d i e s e l s ,  weren ' t  they? 

A: Well, they were a p r e t t y  long time g e t t i n g  t o  them. I couldn ' t  say 
how long. 

Q: How were t h e  unions back then,  were they p r e t t y  s t rong? When you 
f i r s t  s t a r t e d  d id  you have t o  j o i n  a union? 

A: No. I joined t h e  union when I worked on t h e  I l l i n o i s  Terminal. But 
when we came t o  t h e  C&IM, I never belonged t o  t he  union. When they 
organized the  c l e r k s ,  they wanted, w e l l ,  l i k e  me, yardmaster and f r e i g h t  
agent ,  wanted m e  t o  j o i n  t h e  union, bu t  they never had anything t o  g ive  
me. The only th ing  i s  t h a t  I was j u s t  paying dues i n t o  t h e  union, t h a t  
was a l l  but  what It was doing, So I d i d n ' t  j o in .  

Q: Was t h e r e  any rough s t u f f  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  you t o  j o in?  

A: Well, no rough s t u f f ,  I j u s t  t o l d  them, "You show m e  where you do m e  
any good, what i t  w i l l  amount t o ,  and I 'll t a l k  t o  you. U n t i l  then,  
f o r g e t  it." So, they d i d n ' t  show m e  where i t  was going t o  do a bit of 
good o r  p r o t e c t  m e  i n  any way, so they j u s t  gave up. I have a s t r i c t  
code of my own. 

Q: That one guy over t h e r e ,  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name, he was s o r t  of 
s t rong  i n  t h a t  union, wasn't he? Guy, I be l i eve  his name was. 

A: Oh, yes ,  you mean Guy Senior ,  o r ,  I mean Jun io r ,  Guy, Jr. Oh, yes ,  
he w a s  a p r e t t y  hot  man t o  handle,  t h a t  dude. H i s  dad was an engineer  
over t h e r e  and then  he was the  chairman, t h e  head wheel of t h e  
o rgan iza t ion  over t h e r e  f o r  t h e  firemen and enginemen. And then  Harry 
Baron w a s  t h e  head man f o r  t h e  freightmen and conductors.  

Q: You s a i d  he worked f o r  t h e  I l l i n o i s  Terminal too? 

A: Yes. 

Q: How many t r a i n s  d id  they have i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A: How many roads you mean? 

Q: Yes. Oh, you've a l r eady  mentioned a bunch of them. 

A: Well, I have. They had t h e  C&A, t h e  I l l i n o i s  Cent ra l ,  t h e  CI&W, t h e  
CP & S t ,  L, now t h i s  is a way back, see .  CP & S t .  L and t h e  GM&O, we l l  
t h a t ' s  t h e  C&IM. The CI&W ran  through he re  too. 
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Q: Okay, you s a i d  the  C . , . 
A: Cinc inna t i ,  Ind ianapol i s  and Washington. 

Q: Okay, you mentioned t h e  C&A. What was t h a t ,  Chicago & Alton? 

A: No, Aurora. 

Q: What was t h a t ?  Was t h a t  f r e i g h t  o r  passenger? 

A: It w a s  both. 

Q: And i t ' s  j u s t  defunct  now? 

A: No, i t  runs r i g h t  over he re  even now. 

Q: The GM&O? 

A: Yes. Wait a minute, now, w a i t  a minute. That was C&A, Gulf, Mobile 
and Ohio, Well, yes ,  Gulf,  Mobile and Ohio, i t ' s  opera t ing  now. 

Q: The I l l i n o i s  Terminal, who i s  t h a t  a f f i l i a t e d  with? 

A: That w a s  t h e  Trac t ion ,  I l l i n o i s  T rac t ion  System. All wound up t h e  
I l l i n o i s  Terminal, It operated between S t .  Louis and Peoria.  Then they 
had another  l i n e  went over t o  Danvi l le ,  t h e  ITS. 

Q: Now, t h a t  wasn't what they ca l l ed  t h e  in te rurban ,  was i t ?  

A: Yes, t h a t ' s  what they c a l l e d  i t ,  the in te rurban .  

Q: Did they have a yard h e r e  i n  town? 

A: Oh, yes,  that's o u t  where t h e  ITS yard is out  t h e r e  just along s i d e  
of t h e  I C  t r a c k s  out  there .  

Q: What was t h a t  o t h e r  one you s a i d ,  Minneapolis? Did you mention t h a t ?  

A: Indianapol i s .  CI&W. 

Q: CI&W, what Chicago, Ind ianapo l i s  and . . . 
A: And Western. 

Q: What else did they haul bes ides  coa l?  Was i t  j u s t  all k inds  of 
f r e i g h t ?  

A: A l l  kinds and any k ind ,  merchandise of a l l  s o r t s .  

Q: Who were some of t h e  people t h a t  you--when you f i r s t  s t a r t e d ,  you say 
you were born In B i s s e l l ?  
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A: Yes. 

Q: Where did you go t o  school ,  grade school? 

A: Well, we moved i n t o  town t h e  year  t h a t  I s t a r t e d  t o  school ,  We moved 
ou t  of Bissell and l i ved  down t h e r e  a t  t h e  corner  of 8 t h  and Gar f i e ld  
Avenue, t h a t ' s  when I s t a r t e d  t o  school  a t  St, Joe ' s .  

Q: Who were some of t h e  people that--when you f i r s t  started--did you 
ever  meet any of t h e  P i l l sbu rys?  

A: I knew a l o t  of t h e  h e l p  over t h e r e  through handling t h e  switching a t  
t h e  M i l l ,  

Q: But you never d id  a c t u a l l y  meet any of t h e  P i l l s b u r y s ?  

A: No, no, I ' d  g e t  away whenever I could,  You mean t h e  d i r e c t  P i l l s b u r y  
people. 

Q: Yes. 

A: No. I met a  l o t  of t h e  he lp  over t h e r e  running t h e  M i l l .  But as f a r  
a s  running i n  t o  t h e  P i l l s b u r y  people,  no, 

Q: How d i d  you g e t  a  job on t h e  r a i l r o a d ?  J u s t  go over t h e r e  and apply? 

A: Well, I got  a job s t a r t i n g  with t h e  CP & St .  L through Beaton, John 
Beaton. I worked a t  t h e  CP f r e i g h t  o f f i c e .  I was d e l i v e r i n g  bundles on 
a b i cyc le  and press ing  s u i t s  f o r  Schnipp and Ox Ta i lo r s .  Beaton, he come 
i n  and asked me one day what kind of money I was making. I s a i d  I was 
making $4.50 a  week. He says ,  "Do you want t o  go t o  work on t h e  r a i l r o a d ? "  
I says, "I'll go t o  work anyplace." And he says ,  "I 'll g e t  you a job a t  
t h e  CP f r e i g h t  house." And I went down t h e r e  and they gave me a job as a 
c l e r k  and messenger kid. I was wi th  them for--well, t h a t  was dur ing  t h e  
w a r ,  they consol ida ted .  That 's  why I w a s  with t h e  I l l i n o i s  Central .  
Af t e r  t h e  war was over ,  they operated a  s h o r t  t ime and t h e  C&IM took it 
over ,  t h e  CP. Now, what year ,  I couldn'  t even begin t o  t e l l  you, 

Q: What k ind  of money did you make then? 

A: Well, I w a s  making around $110, $115, I was making $120 a month. 
Af t e r  1 'd  worked t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know how long,  I was playing a l o t  of 
baseba l l  then,  see, I come home from work one n igh t  and j u s t  a s  I got  i n  
t h e  te lephone rang. They wanted t o  know i f  t h i s  was Jay  Wilkin. "Yes, 
i t ' s  me. l1 "This is  Frank Donnely i n  Havana. I' Could I come up and play 
b a l l  wi th  them tomorrow, and s t a y  up h e r e  f o r  a week with my board and 
room and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  paid a t  $7.50 a day. I s a i d ,  "1'11 be on t h e  CP 
& St .  L i n  t h e  morning, And I f  i t ' s  f o r  one week o r  s i x  months, I 'll 
stay. 

Q: Was that semi-pro o r  what? 
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A: Semi-pro, yes. 

Q: Which p o s i t i o n  d id  you play? 

A: Ou t f i e ld ,  mostly. Once i n  a while ,  they put  me on t h i r d  base,  bu t  I 
d id  b e t t e r  i n  t h e  o u t f i e l d .  

Q: What k ind  of league was t h a t ?  

A: Oh, i t  was jus t - - i t  wasn't r e a l l y  a league. J u s t  a l o t  of towns had 
b a l l  teams and they'd make up games between them. Now, when we was up 
t h e r e  a t  Chitaqua t h a t  time, I played with Havana then. I played with 
Petersburg a few t imes too.  

Q: That Chitaqua was i n  Havana? 

A: The Chitaqua p a r t  was out  of Havana, yes. That ' s  about a mi l e  and 
ha l f  o r  so. 

Q: Do they s t i l l  have those  meetings i n  Chitaqua? 

A: H e l l ,  no. I seen them on plaques every once i n  a while  o r  on a c a r  
i n  Chitaqua, h e r e  and the re ,  but  I don ' t  know whether they hold any of 
them up t h e r e  any more o r  not .  

Q: Have you ever  been t o  one? 

A: NO. J u s t  go playing b a l l ,  

Q: Were you any good? 

A: Well, I was making money a t  i t .  I wouldn't go without it. 

Q: I d i d n ' t  know t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  t h a t .  

A: Well, I guess I t o l d  you about me--the boss wasn't going t o  l e t  m e  
o f f ,  He s a i d ,  "Hell, we can ' t  l e t  you o f f  t o  go and play a game of 
b a l l , "  So, I s a i d ,  "Okay." The next  morning, I went and got  a pass  on 
t h e  CP, ( t h a t ' s  who I w a s  working f o r )  t o  Havana. I went up and got  t h e  
d i spa t che r  t o  g ive  me one and he d id .  Then I went t o  t h e  te lephone and 
c a l l e d  my boss.  And I says ,  "I won't be i n  f o r  a week." He says,  "You 
won' t what?" I says ,  "I won't be i n  f o r  a week. You say I ' v e  got  no 
vaca t ion  coming, bu t  I'm going on a vacat ion."  And I hung up. Got on 
t h e  CP and stayed up t h e r e  f o r  a week, come back and with $140-$130 i n  
t h e  pocket I had i t  a l l  r o l l e d  up and I went t o  t h e  o f f i c e .  H e  s a i d ,  
"What t h e  h e l l  a r e  you doing here?" I said, "Come up and g e t  t h e  money, 
you t o l d  me I was f i red ."  He looked a t  me and he says ,  "You bea t  any 
goddamned th ing  I ' v e  sever  seen." I s a i d ,  ''Well, t h a t ' s  i t ,  I q u i t  my 
job t o  p lay  a game of basebal l ."  I says ,  " W e l l  look here ,  h e r e ' s  more 
money t h a t  I make h e r e  i n  30 days and I made it a l l  i n  a week." He shook 
h i s  head, he says ,  "Well, t ake  of f  t h a t  goddamned coa t  and t i e  and go t o  
work." And so I d i d .  



Q: It was worth your time t o  p lay  b a l l ?  

A: Why, yes. Well, t h a t  guy i n  Havana, he gave me a chance t o  go t o  
sp r ing  t r a i n i n g  over a t  Cleaveland, Cleveland o r  C inc inna t i ,  I don ' t  know 
which, and p lay  league. H e  was a scout ,  you know. But I 
s a i d ,  "Nuts, 1'm playing over my head ." H e  s a i d ,  "Well, you go t  i t  i n  
you." H e  wanted t o  know, "Well, I ' l l  t ake  c a r e  of i t ,  i f  you don' t  s ay  
so," I s a i d ,  "Well, j u s t  f o r g e t  it." So I d i d n ' t  go any place.  I 
played f o r  him t h e  next  year  on Sundays and hol idays .  

Q: Did you know anybody t h a t  made i t  r e a l  big? 

A: Oh, I k n e w  a few. I can ' t  t h i n k  of some of them now. None of t h e  
names r e g i s t e r .  

Q: How o ld  were you when you got  married then? 

Q: You l i v e d  h e r e  i n  t h e  no r th  end of town? 

A: I never l i ved  any p lace  e l s e  but  t h e  n o r t h  end. I l i v e d  over on 
Gar f i e ld ,  612 Gar f i e ld  Avenue when I g o t  married. And l i ved  over he re ,  
Eleventh Street. 

Q: What year  was t h a t .  

Q: Did you work s t r a i g h t  through t h e  depression? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Did p'eople r e a l l y  have i t  bad back then? 

A: Y e s  ( l augh te r ) ,  i t  was bad, I hope t o  t e l l  you. 

Q: Hurting f o r  food? 

A: Yes, w e l l  and one time t h e  banks a l l  c losed ,  and you had t o  go apply 
f o r  a  p l ece  of paper from somebody before  you could g e t  any grocer ies .  I 
don ' t  know where. I always had i t  around, we l l ,  like gaso l ine  f o r  your 
ca r .  I got  gaso l ine  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  because I went t o  t h e  super in tendent  
over t h e r e  and I said I was working t h i s  job and I had t o  have my ca r .  
H e  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  I ' l l  t ake  care of it." And he go t  m e  a b ig  shee t  of 
stamps. That ' s  t h e  way you go t  your gaso l ine .  

Q: Was t h e r e  ever  any t h r e a t  of your l o s i n g  your job on t h e  r a i l r o a d  
dur ing  the  depression? 

A: Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q: How about hobos, d id  you s e e  a l o t  of hoboa? 
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A: Y e s ,  I ' v e  seen q u i t e  a few. I pu t  a couple on a caboose, gave them a 
r i d e .  They were r i d i n g  up t h e r e  i n  a box car .  I was working on t h e  ITS 
then,  We stopped down t h e r e  around Beneld some p l ace  and I knew these  
two guys were i n  t h e r e ,  I s a i d ,  "Come on get  back i n  t h e  caboose before  
you f r e e z e  t o  death." So they go back i n  t h e  caboose immediately. 

Q: Did they have a camp, were t h e r e  any hobo camps around? 

A: Oh, t h e r e  were. There was one out  no r th  here ,  i t  w a s  a dandy. It 
was ou t  t h e r e  by t h e  r i v e r ,  Oh, h e l l ,  they'd come t o  town and mooch and 
s t e a l  and t h e r e  was q u i t e  a few of them. I know, one day, I was over 
he re  i n  Bob Ford's s t o r e ,  some guy came i n  t h e r e ,  p r e t t y  kack ie  looking,  
H e  s a i d ,  ( they  were t r y i n g  t o  make a ba tch  of s t e w  o r  soup) "Give me a 
soup bone and a few vegetables ."  Old Bob g ive  them a b ig  t a b l e  f u l l ,  
soup bone, a few pota toes  and c a r r o t s  and s t u f f  you use and poor old 
son-of-a-gun went on. That was r i g h t  over he re  where Hoods is a t .  
(Harry Hoods' s t o r e  on Peor ia  Road) 

Q: Before t h e  Hoods took over. 

A: Yes, we l l  Hoods was a pa r tne r  with Bob Ford. 

Q: Well, they were t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t ,  you know where Campion Garage is  a t ?  
There w a s  a r e s t a u r a n t  t he re?  Was i t  a r e s t a u r a n t  o r  grocery s t o r e ?  

A: Not where t h e  Campion Garage is  a t ,  no. It's where t h e  d a i r y  is now 
(Eighth and Peor ia  Road) he re ,  t h a t  used t o  be a t r i a n g l e  bui ld ing .  The 
wide p a r t  w a s  on t h i s  end and comes down more o r  l e s s  t o  a po in t ,  t h e  
people t h a t  operated and ran i t  l i v e d  u p s t a i r s  above it. 

Q: I d i d n ' t  know it  was a s t o r e ,  I remember t h e  house the re .  

A: Well, i t  w a s  a s t o r e .  An o ld  man named Antanan, he  was opera t ing  i t  
and he and old man Connelly were s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  s t o r e  one evening, i t  w a s  
dark,  and two k i d s  come in ,  s t i c k  up. The o ld  guy he showed f f g h t  and 
they j u s t  sho t  him, k i l l e d  him. Old man Connelly was i n  with him and 
they picked up Shoes Connelly, ( t h a t  was what we ca l l ed  him, Shoes) and 
Donahan and locked them up and seems l i k e  he s a i d  something l i k e  old man 
Connelly should have repor ted  t h a t ,  And he s a i d ,  "Well, I f  i t  was one of 
yours,  what would you do?" Well, n e i t h e r  one of them ever  amounted t o  a 
darn  a f t e r  t h a t .  Shoes Connelly, he  died i n  t h e  penn. Calahan, he went 
t o  D e t r o i t  and got  sho t  i n  one of t hese  gang wars up t h e r e ,  k i l l e d  him 
r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  s t r e e t ,  Well, t hose  two, I was coming home, i t  was 
before  Ann and I were married, I was coming home from he r  house and I came 
down Converse, by t h e  Converse School which is G r i f f i n  now, o r  whatever 
you c a l l  it. (Spr ing f i e ld  College i n  I l l i n o i s  East Building) and t h i s  
b i g  t r e e ,  a l a r g e  tree and I seen  t h i s  guy walk out  of t h e r e  and I go t  my 
back up t o  t h e  curbing and he re  was t h e  o t h e r  one coming around t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of t h e  t r e e .  I said, "Now you two b i r d s  b e t t e r  g e t  going, j u s t  as 
s u r e  a s  you're s tanding  there." ''Oh w e l l ,  he re  and the re ,  we d i d n ' t  do 
anything t o  you." I s a i d ,  "No, bu t  you b e t t e r  no t  g e t  i n  my way." So 
they went on and l e t  me alone.  
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Q: You don ' t  by any chance remember t h a t  r a c e  r i o t  they had here? 

A: Yes, I was j u s t  a k i d ,  

Q: 1908, 1 be l i eve .  

A: Yes, Grandmother would have l i v e d  out  by t h e  corner  of Cleveland and 
Lawrence Avenue. About a week af  t e r  t h a t  t h ing  s t a r t e d ,  my s i s t e r  and I 
g o t  on t h e  Ninth S t r e e t  c a r  and went out  t o  h e r  house and t h e r e  was a l l  
them houses a l l  burned along t h e  way. They j u s t  r an  i n  with matches, 
threw g a s o l i n e  i n  i t ,  threw a match i n  it. Oh, i t  was awful. Old houses 
burned out  there .  Then I was up h e r e  a t  Ninth and Ridgley and he re  come 
a nigger  down t h e  road running and about twenty o r  twenty-five behind 
throwing and a howling, "Stop t h a t  son-of-a-gun." Trying t o  k i l l  t h e  
poor d e v i l ,  but  he out  run  and go t  away. 

Q: That w a s  he re  ou t  north? 

A: Right h e r e  on Peor ia  Road. 

Q: Do you remember see ing  t h e  National  Guard? 

A: Oh, Lord, yes.  I ' ve  seen them a l o t  of t imes. 

Q: No, I mean i n  t h a t  r a c e  r i o t ?  

A: Yes, I saw them. You know they were d e r a i l i n g  s t r e e t c a r s  and 
everything e l s e  and I saw them s t a t i o n e d  along t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p laces .  

Q: That was along Madison S t r e e t ,  wasn't i t ?  You mentioned where they 
were burned out  and they lit  everything,  was t h a t  on Ninth and Madison? 

A: There were some of them on Madison and then out  on t h e  west end of 
town t h e r e  was  a bunch of colored people,  c a n ' t  remember t h e  name of what 
s t r e e t  i t  was on now, but  they burned them ou t  too. S ix  o r  e i g h t  houses 
of them. They j u s t  r a n  i n  and threw matches, put  a l i t t l e  gaso l ine .  Oh, 
i t  w a s  a hell of a mess. 

Q: I heard a l e c t u r e  about t h a t ,  t h e  r a c e  r i o t ,  and I was t a l k i n g  t o  
M r s .  Keefner 's cousin o r  something and she  s a i d  she remembered she  l i v e d  
ou t  e a s t  of town. Her p a r e n t s  go t  h e r  u p s t a i r s  and they had t o  s t a y  down 
on t h e  f l o o r  a l l  n ight .  She s a i d  they were a f r a i d  they were going t o  
come up there .  It must have been something then? 

A: It w a s  something then. 

Q: You mentioned t h e  s t r e e t c a r s ,  d id  they run a l l  over town? 

A: Well, yes ,  p r e t t y  much so a l l  over town, we could g e t  on t h e  Ninth 
s t r e e t c a r  r i g h t  h e r e  a t  Wood Avenue, Ridgley c l e a r  t o  t h e  fa i rgrounds  and 
r i d e  i t  c l e a r  ou t  t o  West Lawrence t o  Cleveland. That 's  where my 
grandmother l i ved  on the  corner  of Lawrence and Cleveland. 
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Q: Your grandparents  did? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Were a l l  fou r  of them from Spr ing f i e ld?  

A: No, my mother 's f a t h e r  and mother l i v e d  on a farm out  e a s t  of town 
here ,  c l o s e  t o  B i s s e l l .  Yes, he owned a farm and then h i s  wife  d i ed ,  my 
grandmother. Well, h i s  son,  my uncle ,  t h e  two of them operated t h e  farm. 
They h i r ed  a women, she  was t h e  housekeeper and t h e  cook and so on. 
Well, s h e  done t h a t  f o r  about a year  and he r  and my uncle  got  married. 
They s tayed t h e r e  q u i t e  a long time and then  they decided they wanted t o  
move i n t o  town, s o  ,Grandpa so ld  t h e  farm. That hard road t h a t  goes n o r t h  
and e a s t ,  c a n ' t  even th ink  of i t  now. It runs r i g h t  through t h e  spo t  
where my g randfa the r ' s  house was. 

Q: You don ' t  by any chance remember t h e  downtown a r e a ,  around t h e  square.  
They had those  b i g  i r o n  dea l s .  

A: Yes, I remember them, those  a rches  on a l l  fou r  corners  of t h e  square,  
Lord, yes. They had them a l l  lit up a t  Christmas f o r  a week o r  so. 

Q: How about t h e  f a i r  back then,  d i d  they have p r e t t y  good s i zed  f a i r s ?  

A: W e l l ,  of course  t h a t  fa i rgrounds  has  been enlarged a l o t  s i n c e  then. 

Q: Do you remember t h a t  f i r e  when they  had t h a t  dome bui ld ing?  

A: I remember i t  very  wel l ,  I stood and watched i t  from over t h e r e  a2 
Gar f i e ld  Avenue. Well, Ann used t o  l i v e  out  t h e r e  e a s t  of town, where 
t h e  s tockyards are now. They could s e e  t h a t  b l aze  j u s t  a s  wel l  a s  we 
could i n  here.  

Q: Get t ing  back t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d s ,  you say you never belonged t o  any 
union a t  a l l ?  

A: Oh, I belonged t o  t h e  Brotherhood of Railway Clerks,  t h a t  w a s  when I 
w a s  wi th  t h e  I C .  

Q: You always l ived i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  d i d  you always work i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A: W e l l ,  I w a s  born i n  B i a s e l l  and l i v e d  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  a l l  my l i f e  and 
moved i n  h e r e  when I was f i v e  o r  six years  o ld .  We l i v e d  t h e r e  where Ed 
Smith l i v e s  now a t  Eighth and Garf ie ld  and then  Pop b u i l t  t h a t  t h r e e  
s t o r y  house a t  612 Gar f i e ld  and we moved down t h e r e  and t h a t ' s  where I 
w a s  u n t i l  we got  married. 

Q: So then what d id  you do, buy a house? 

A: Yes, I bought t h a t  house ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  from you. ( ~ i g h t h  and 
Keys, nor theas t  corner )  We l ived  t h e r e ,  I don ' t  know how long, u n t i l  w e  
came here ,  twelve, s i x t e e n  years  I guess.  



Q: Can you t e l l  me all about when they were having t h a t  coal mine 
trouble? 

A: I was working one n igh t  over the re  a s  yardmaster and they had a t r a i n  
of coal  coming t o  Spr ingf ie ld  from Taylorvil le .  I got a c a l l  t o  get t h e  
wrecker and t h i s ,  t h a t  and the  other. And they blew up t h a t  coal  t r a i n  
down there ,  j u s t  t h e  o ther  s i d e  of t h e  lake bridge where the  r a i l r o a d  
croeses it. Yes, I was working t h a t  night.  

Q: D i d  you get  up and go out  there?  

A: No, I had t o  stay t h e r e  and ge t  t h e  wrecking o u t f i t  and coal  crews and 
sec t ion  men and the  whole o u t f i t .  Yes, I was working t h a t  night.  I was 
working a l so  when they blew up out nor th  of town here too, up by Andrew. 
Yes, blew a t r a i n  up out  the re  too. 

Q: Did they wer catch any of them? 

A: Yes, they caught a l o t  of them, I don't remember now but they r a n  
them down. 

Q: Were yau afraid t o  go t o  work then? How did the  people f e e l  t h a t  
worked on the  ra i l road  then? 

A: Well, I don't  know. J u s t  a day's work, you might j u s t  a s  wel l  go. 
You don't know i f  they're going t o  blow up any other  t i m e  than you do 
now. 

Q: I don't  remember my dad ever mentioning tha t .  Do you remember him 
when he f i r s t  came there? 

A: Well, now you've asked me something these, I don't  know whether he 
was there  ahead of m e  o r  behind me, t h e  time he s t a r t e d  there. I j u s t  
don't  remember, because he was i n  t h e  engineers, firing, and I was always 
i n  the  yards, the  f r e i g h t  off ice .  

Q: How long were you trainmaster  then? 

A: Oh God, I don't  how. Well, I was r e a l l y  an a s s i s t a n t  trainmaster.  
Ed Medlia was the  trainmaster .  They had me up i n  Havana more than any 
place else, where they were unloading t h a t  coal  and operating t h e i r  
f r e i g h t ,  They had me up a t  Pekin a while. I cal led  them up and t o l d  
them . . . (garbled tape) . . . got t h a t  first f inger  j u s t  peeled, 
nothing on the re  up t o  t h a t  knuckle but the  bone s t icking out. B i l l  
Polk, and I had t o  get him down t o  t h e  hosp i t a l  and get  a doctor and A r t .  

End of Side One, Tape One 

Q: Did you ever s t ay  over n igh t  i n  Pekin i n  t h a t  house where they have a 
bunk house? 



R. J ,  Wilkin 13 

A: No, I never  stayed a t  Pekin. I stayed i n  Havana s e v e r a l  t imes, two 
o r  t h r e e  days a t  a time. 

Q: Did they have a bunk house the re?  

A: No, I went t o  t h e  ho te l .  I might a s  wel l  have been a t  a bunk house. 
That w a s  t h e  poores t  excuse of a h o t e l  t h a t  I eve r  got  i n t o ,  ( l augh te r )  

Q: Well, Havana is supposedly a rough r i v e r  town. 

A: Well, they d id  have good h o t e l s ,  a couple of them up there .  Not 
over ly  b ig ,  bu t  they had p r e t t y  good h o t e l s .  

Q: Did you ever  s e e  any f i g h t s  on t h e  r a i l r o a d ?  

A: Oh yes,  I saw them r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  yard o f f  i c e ,  f i s t  f i g h t s .  O f  
course,  they d i d n ' t  last long but  they had them. 

Q: Those guys p r e t t y  mean? 

A: Oh, some of them guys were mean, yes ,  Well, i f  they were ever  caught 
f i g h t i n g ,  f i g h t i n g  each o t h e r  on t h e  r a i l r o a d  they'd f i r e  them. 

Q: How about dr inking?  

A: Yes, t h a t ' s  another  thing.  I ' v e  seen many a guy. Well, I h i d  s e v e r a l  
of them myself. G e t  themselves a l l  tanked up and i f  t h e  circumstance 
were t h a t  I could put him t o  bed o r  s l e e p  where t h e  rest of t h e  crew 
could go ahead and do t h e  work, t h a t  w a s  a l l  r i g h t .  ( t ape  stopped) 

Inspec t ing  c a r s  and you know t h e  in spec to r ,  he had t o  see a l l  them c a r  
doors were closed when they go out .  Well, he and h i s  buddy went up t o  
c l o s e  t h i s  c a r  door and some b i rd  i n s i d e  t h e r e ,  some tramp, he says,  
"Hey, g e t  away from t h a t  door. " And he  kicked i t ,  B i l l  d id.  So B i l l  go t  
h i s  buddy and they l e f t  for a few minutes and they went back and slammed 
t h e  door shut .  Then they got  t h e  switching crew t o  g e t  a hold of a 
couple of c a r s  and k l ck  them up a g a i n s t  i t .  ( l augh te r )  They heard t h a t  
c a r  running, they wrapped t h a t  thing.  I mean it  jumped t h a t  high. And 
them guys were knocking and r o l l i n g  around i n  t h a t  th ing  they shook i t  
and every o t h e r  thing.  So G i l l a r d  opened t h e  door. He go t  t h e  detective 
over  t h e r e ,  and one of them t r i e d  t o  jump on him, He missed him. A s  he 
h i t  t h e  ground t h a t  d e t e c t i v e ,  he h i t  t h a t  guy and knocked him co lde r  
than a turkey. Y e s ,  he  h i t  him. H i s  name was Morgan, t h e  poor son-of-a- 
gun died.  H e  ( d e t e c t i v e )  took up boxing and wres t l ing .  He was heavier  
than  I am, but  n o t  a whole l o t .  But t h a t  son-of-a-gun h i t  l i k e  a mule 
kick .  He knocked t h a t  guy co lde r  than a turkey. 

Q: Don't they g e t  on them f o r  knocking those  c a r s  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A: Well, yes ,  t h e  yardmaster is  supposed t o  keep them tamed down bu t  a s  
long as they ' r e  doing the  work they never bothered them. 

Q: T e l l  m e  about t h e  d i f f e r e n t  engines you had, t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s .  








