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PREFACE 

This  manuscript is t h e  product of a tape-recorded in te rv iew conducted by 
Jane  E. Knepler f o r  t h e  Oral  His tory  Of f i ce  on June 24, 1975. Jane  E. 
Knepler t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t ape  and e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  Robert White 
reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

This  is  one of a s e r i e s  of t apes  made on a p r o j e c t  about t h e  b u i l d i n g  
and t e s t i n g  of t h e  Bates Experimental Road. The I l l i n o i s  L e g i s l a t u r e  
approved t h i s  road be fo re  t h e  United S t a t e s  became involved i n  World War 
I ,  bu t  the a c t u a l  road cons t ruc t ion  d i d  not  begin u n t i l  t h e  war ended. 
Construct ion took p l ace  during two summers, and t e s t i n g  l a s t e d  u n t i l  l a t e  
i n  1922. Delegations from o the r  s t a t e s  and fo re lgn  na t ions  o f t e n  v i s i t e d  
t h i s  s i t e .  Data recorded dur ing  t e s t i n g  w a s  used i n  determining materials 
f o r  hardruad cons t ruc t ion ,  no t  only i n  I l l i n o i s  bu t  nationwide and worldwide. 
It has been overlooked f o r  a long t ime as an  important  chapter  i n  highway 
cons t ruc t ion .  

Robert J .  White was born i n  New Ber l in ,  I l l i n o i s  on September 26, 1896. 
He continued t o  l i v e  i n  that a r e a  a l l  h i s  l i f e .  During t h e  1920's he 
was a b l e  t o  observe t h e  cons t ruc t ion  and ope ra t ion  of t h e  Bates  Experimental 
Road. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  M r .  White d i scusses  r a i l r o a d  and 
highway t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  around New B e r l i n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900's.  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bea r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is a t r a n s c r i p t  
of t h e  spoken word, and that t h e  i n t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and e d i t o r  sought t o  
preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  is  inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  
sources .  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  is  not  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy 
of t he  memoir, nor f o r  views expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  
judge. 

The manuscript may be read,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may no t  be reproduced 
i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical,  without  permission 
i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral His tory  Office, Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  
I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



Robert J. White, June 24, 1975, New Berlin,  I l l i n o i s .  

Jane E. Knepler, Interviewer. 

Q. Bob, do you happen t o  remember o r  do you th ink you know where you 
were when you f i r s t  heard of the  bui ld ing of the  Bates Experimental 
Road? 

A. I was working a t  the  W. E. Gregory Garage i n  New Berl in.  

Q. Do you remember how the  people around you reacted t o  the news? 
Was the re  any discussion of i t?  

A.  Oh, the re  was j u s t  ordinary discussion.  People never thought much 
about i t .  It was something new. J u s t  passed i t  over. It was something 
t h a t  was going t o  happen. 

Q. Was there  any hope fo r  l o c a l  employment on the  road a t  t h a t  time, or  
w e r e  t h e  people here p r e t t y  w e l l  employed otherwise and not in te res ted?  

A. W e l l ,  t he re  wasn't. Most everybody was employed because it was a 
farming community and the  farmers, wel l ,  they wasn't in te res ted  i n  i t .  
And there  was very few jobs outs ide  of the  farm work ava i l ab le  and very 
few people t o  get them. 

Q. Do you think the re  was any economic impact on New Berl in? Were 
there  any f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  workers t o  s t a y  o r  e a t  here or  i n  Bates and 
go back and f o r t h  t o  work a t  various times? 

A. There was nothing i n  Bates a t  a l l  and very few places i n  New Berl in 
t h a t  you could get  room and board. There was only one; i n  f a c t ,  there  
was only one h o t e l  t h a t  I know of a t  t h a t  time. 

Q. What was Bates l i k e  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Well, as I remember, Bates was j u s t  small. It wasn't even incorporated. 
They had an e levator  o r  two the re  and a t  one t i m e  they had a l i t t l e  grocery 
s t o r e ,  and I bel ieve  they had a post  o f f i c e  a t  one time. But i t  was out of 
the re  before my t i m e .  And the re  were j u s t  four o r  f i v e  houses there .  It 
was j u s t  very l i t t l e .  The Wabash had a depot there  and they had an agent 
the re  t h a t  took care  of (clock s t r i k e s  half-hour) the  farmers t h a t  shipped 
t h e i r  grain out of those e leva to r s  and a l l  the  s t u f f  t h a t  came i n  at Bates. 
The farmers had s t u f f  come i n  on the  r a i l r o a d  and it  was a l l  picked up a t  
the  depot there.  

Q. Was the re  any stockyards? 

A. No stockyards. 
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Q. Do you know who farmed the  land where the  road was l a i d ?  

A. No, I r e a l l y  don't .  I don't  know, but i t  was a piece of land 
alongside the  ra i l road .  There w a s  no o ther  road the re  o ther  than the  
r a i l r o a d  running by the re  and t h a t  road pa ra l l e led  the  ra i l road  between 
Curran and Bates. 

Q. There had been no d i r e c t  road between Curran and Bates? 

A. No. 

Q. On t h i s  s i d e  of the  ra i l road?  

A. No, i t  was all farming land. 

Q. What was the  purpose of the  Experimental Road a s  f a r  a s  you know? 

A.  Well, a s  I understand i t ,  they decided t h a t  they'd have the  Experimental 
Road b u i l t  up of d i f f e r e n t  kind of roads. I don' t  know how many d i f f e r e n t  
kind the re  was, but the re  was an awful l o t  of d i f f e r e n t  kind of roads. 
They was seeing which road t h a t  could be b u i l t  the  cheapest t h a t  would 
stand up the  bes t  on the  Experimental. And i t  was qu i t e  a p ro jec t  a t  the  
time, as I remember. There was a l o t  of people watching i t  and seeing 
what was going on and how i t  was standing up. In  f a c t  there  was severa l  
foreign delegations came i n  from fore ign countr ies  t o  study t h i s  road and 
see what was going on and how i t  was standing up. 

Q. Were the re  people from other  s t a t e s  a s  we l l  as from fore ign countr ies?  

A.  I th ink the re  w a s ,  yes,  but of course they didn ' t  make much ado over 
them. Whenever a foreign delegation came i n  the re  was a b i g  write-up and 
q u i t e  a b i g  ado about i t .  

Q. Did you l e a r n  most of what you learned from the  newspaper o r  did you 
make any d i r e c t  t r i p s  out the re  t o  take  a look a t  i t ?  

A. No, I don't  be l ieve  I ever was out the re  a t  all. But a l l  I heard 
about was from the  newspapers and l o c a l  t a l k  about it. 

Q. How did  they determine which were the  bes t  types of road? 

A. Well, they run these  t rucks  day and night  t o  break up the  roads. 
Then they would t e l l  which one would stand up t h e  bes t .  And those t rucks  
run day and night  f o r  months u n t i l  they broke a l l  the  road up u n t i l  they 
faund out which [one they] couldn' t  break up and which stood up the  bes t .  

Q. What kind of t rucks  were they using? 

A. Well, I don' t know a s  I remember. They was j u s t  ordinary t rucks  a t  
t h a t  time loaded down with br icks  and s t u f f  t o  have way e x t r a  weight on 
them so that  they would break up the  road quicker with [ the]  weight of 
t rucks.  

Q. I f  these  t rucks  broke down, were any of them brought i n  t o  repa i r  a t  
your garage? 
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A. No, they never. We never got any work off  the  road a t  a l l .  Probably 
they a l l  had some connection with Spr ingf ie ld  which wasn't too f a r  away. 

Q. Do you have any idea why they b u i l t  t h e  road a t  Bates ins tead  of any 
o ther  p lace  i n  the  s t a t e ?  

A. Well, they was c lose  t o  Spr ingf ie ld  and t h a t  was a s u i t a b l e  place f o r  
them t o  t r y  out  and I th ink they t e s t e d  the  ground. They wanted t o  f ind  
out  something [about] how the  ground was. That was a very s u i t a b l e  place 
so  they decided t o  t r y  t h a t  road there .  It was c lose  t o  Spr ingf ie ld .  It 
was the  bes t  p lace  they could f ind .  

Q. Could you hear  the  noise  of t h e  t rucks  o r  anything o r  was t h e r e  any 
ind ica t ion  [of complaint]? You s a i d  they ran  day and n ight .  

A. No, we never could hear  them from New Berl in.  In f a c t ,  we had t o  
take  a s i d e  road; on the  road we.[took} you could see  t h e  trucks running, 
but  you couldn't  hear  any noise.  I n  f a c t ,  I don' t  th ink  they caused any 
disturbance a t  a l l  t o  the  people. 

Q. You don't  have any idea  how many t rucks  they were running? 

A. No, I don ' t ,  but they had q u i t e  a stream of them. There was t rucks  
coming and going a l l  t h e  time. 

Q. I f  they were opera t ing  a t  n igh t ,  d id  they have l i g h t s  on the  t rucks?  

A.  They had l i g h t s  on t h e  t ruck  and besides they had e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  
t h e r e  s t rung  up along t h e  poles,  but  I don' t  know whether i t  was done by 
a power p lan t .  I be l i eve  i t  was. My opinion i s  t h a t  they had a power 
p lan t  t h e r e  t h a t  was set up t o  make the  e l e c t r i c i t y  f o r  the  l i g h t s .  [It] 
wasn't very we l l  lit up though. I ta lked t o  some of t h e  fel lows and they 
s a i d  i t  was p r e t t y  dark but  you could s t i l l  see the  road p r e t t y  good. At 
t h a t  time they d idn ' t  have very good l i g h t s  on t rucks .  Truck [ l i g h t s ]  d idn ' t  
throw out  very good. 

Q. Did you ever hear  of any accidents  down the re?  

A. Really,  I never heard of an accident  down the re .  

Q. Did they succeed i n  breaking up the  road p r e t t y  wel l?  

A.  Yes, they broke up severa l  p laces ,  because I ' ve  ta lked t o  fel lows t h a t  
t h a t  was t h e i r  job--hauling b r i cks  and s t u f f  t o  r e p a i r  the  roads so  they 
could get  over them and t r y  t o  go on t o  t h e  next place. 

Q. In  o ther  words, i f  one s t r i p  broke down, they'd r e p a i r  i t  so  t h a t  the  
t rucks  could keep going on the  o the r?  

A. That 's  r i g h t .  Of course, they'd take a l l  the  da ta  and see  how many 
hours i t  took t o  break i t  down and a l l ,  but  then they'd have t o  fix it: up 
so t he  t rucks  could get  by on the  o thers .  

Q. How b i g  was New Berl in  i n  those days? 
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A. It was about 650 inhab i t an t s ,  s o m t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. And what are t he re  today? 

A. Well, t h e r e ' s  q u i t e  an argument over t h a t .  The l a s t  count w a s  750, 
but I th ink t h e r e ' s  probably about 850 now because t h e r e ' s  been a new 
addi t ion  b u i l t  up. 

Q. About how much l a t e r  was the  main highway b u i l t  through New Ber l in  
here? 

A. Well, I couldn't  say f o r  su re ,  but  I th ink i t  w a s  f i v e  o r  s i x  years  
probably. A s  I remember, s h o r t l y  a f t e r .  

Q. Did t h a t  employ l o c a l  people? 

A. Yes, the re  was a l o t  of l o c a l  people worked there .  Most of the  
farmers came i n ,  young fel lows,  and went t o  work on the  roads. 

Q. Would t h i s  be year-round work f o r  them when they were working on the  
roads? 

A. Well, [it] was long a s  they was i n  t h e  d i s t ance  here.  But i f  they 
moved too f a r  away most of them stopped. Some of them went on with o ther  
p ro jec t s .  

Q. J u s t  how did  they go about p u t t i n g  down the  ma te r i a l s  f o r  the  highway 
here  i n  New Berl in? 

A. Well, they had a place here  i n  town where they loaded the  t rucks .  
They had l i t t l e  t r a i n s  t h a t  run on r a i l r o a d  t racks .  They ca r r i ed  them 
out  t o  the  mixer on t h i s  r a i l road .  

Q. Was t h i s  d i f f e r e n t  than the Wabash t r acks?  

A. Oh, yes. They-wae l a i d  down along t h e  s i d e  of the  road. They'd 
haul  t h e  cement and gravel  r i g h t  out  t o  the  mixer, maybe seven o r  e igh t  
miles they'd haul  them. 

Q. And they would mix i t  at  the  s i t e  and then put i t  down? 

A. Yes. I t ' d  a l l  be mixed, but  they'd have t o  water i t  from down t h a t  
way. 

Q. Was t h a t  the f i r s t  paved road i n  t h i s  a rea ,  US 36 here?  

A. Y e s ,  I believe it was. It run from,Springfield t o  Jacksonvil le .  

Q. Do you know who was governor when it: was b u i l t ?  

A. Yes. Len S m a l l  was governor. He was known a s  the  "hard road 
governor!'. H e  s t a r t e d  i t ,  took credit %or e ta rg i6g- i t  anyhow, p ro jec t s .  

Q. Do you know where the  f i r s t  I l l i n o i s  1 was l a i d ?  
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A. Which one was l? 

Q. It 's on the  eas te rn  p a r t  of the  state. 

A. Oh! It runs t o  Chicago. Y e s .  

9. From Kankakee. 

A. From Kankakee t o  Chicago. Yes, t h a t ' s  r igh t !  That 's when Len was 
governor. 

Q. Why do you th ink t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  highway? 

A. Well, I th ink t h a t  was h i s  connection i n t o  Chicago. H e  could go 
from the re  t o  Chicago by hard:road. 

Q. That was h i s  home? 

A. I th ink so. 

Q. Then he could take the  t r a i n  t o  Spr ingf ie ld?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Were the re  any o t h e r - e a r l y  roads under h i s  administrat ion t h a t  you 
know of?  

A. Well, the re  was a road run from Alexander, a l i t t l e  town west of 
here, t o  Ashland, I l l i n o i s .  It was a l o t  of t a l k  a t  the  t i m e  of why they 
b u i l t  a hard road when the re  wasn't much t r a f f i c  on t h a t .  But there  was 
a n ice  hard road l a i d  from there .  And New Ber l in  was kind of upset 
because the re  was, well ,  I be t  the re ' s  t en  times as much t r a f f i c  between 
New Berlin and Pleasant Pla ins  a s  t h e r e  is betwqen Alexander and Ashland. 
So a l o t  of people couldn't  understand why they ever b u i l t  t h a t  road, and 
then t h e  repor t  got out t h a t  one of the  governor's s e c r e t a r i e s  l ived  i n  
Alexander and she wanted t h a t  road b u i l t  across the re  and they b u i l t  i t .  
Of course, t h a t  was j u s t  what people s a t d .  I don' t  know whether t h a t  was 
t r u e  o r  not .  

Q. I n  other words, he accommodated those around him a s  w e l l  as himself? 

A. That 's  f o r  sure!  (chuckles) 

Q. Do you th ink t h a t  t h e  bui ld ing of t h e  highway through New Ber l in  
brought more business t o  the  town? 

A. Yes, I th ink it did ,  quite a b i t ,  &re s o  than i t  does now, because 
now t h e  [cars]  go through p r e t t y  f a s t .  They don' t  s top  i n  New Berl in 
much anymore. But when it  f i r s t  s t a r t e d ,  why the  c a r s  wasn't so  f a s t  
and people d idn ' t  get  so  much mileage. They stopped and the  f i l l i n g  
s t a t i o n s  would p r o f i t  by it. 

Q. Were the re  res tauran t s  i n  New Berlin t h a t  p ro f i t ed  by t h i s ?  
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A. Well, the re  was a couple of r e s tauran t s  and they done a p r e t t y  good 
business when they was bui ld ing 36 the re ,  because the re  w a s  a l o t  of them 
moved i n t o  town and stayed there.  

Q. Do you think t h a t  t r a v e l e r s  stopped i n  New Berl in res tauran t s  a f t e r  
the  . . . 
A. Not too o f ten ,  no. Because [ i t]  was j u s t  a small town and they 
general ly stopped a t  bigger towns for--see we're r i g h t  between Springfield 
and Jacksonvil le .  It 's j u s t  about eighteen miles e i t h e r  way. They'd slow 
down, a l o t  of them would, and they'd look around, and then they'd take  
off again, (chuckles) d idn ' t  see  anything. 

Q. The other  road t h a t  is  i n  t h i s  neighborhood, t h i s  spur read t o  Berl in,  
how much later than 36 was it t h a t  they b u i l t  i t?  

A. Well, t h a t  was severa l  years  l a t e r .  I wouldn't know exact ly  what time 
i t  was, but i t  was q u i t e  a b i t  l a t e r .  There was awful bad roads between 
New Ber l in  and Old Berl in.  They f i n a l l y  got a road through. The county 
b u i l t  it. Then the  s t a t e  took it over afterwards. But t o  s t a r t  with the  
county put up the  money t o  bui ld  i t .  They a l s o  b u i l t  a road from 36 t o  
Loami . 
Q. Which one was b u i l t  f i r s t ,  the  one t o  Ber l in  o r  t o  . . . 
A. To Berl in.  

Q. To Berl in? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was t h a t  the  customary way t o  go t o  Springfield from New Berl in 
before 36 was b u i l t ,  t o  go t o  Berl in and take the  S t a t e  Road? 

A. That was one of the  ways, yes. You could go through t h i s  o ther  
country [road], but t h a t  was the  bes t  way. W e  used t o  go on the  Old 
State b a d .  

Q. You couldn' t  see the  s i te  of t h e  Experimental Road from t h e  Old 
S t a t e  Road, could you? 

A. No, not from t h e  o ld  s t a t e  road. There was another road we general ly 
took through. They went out what they used t o  c a l l  t h e  Gibson Lane and 
then went i n t o  Springfield on t h i s  s i d  of Spr ingf ie ld ,  and p r e t t y  near 
everybody would take  t h a t  road some, m st of the  times. It would depend 
on which side of Spr ingf ie ld  they want d t o  go to .  1 fl 

Q. Were they t r ave l ing  mostly by a u t o h b i l e  when the  Bates Experimental 
Road was b u i l t ,  o r  were they s t i l l  using some horses and buggies? 

A. No, they was t rave l ing  mostly by automobiles then. O f  course, not 
l i k e  they used to .  When I f i r s t  worked i n  t h e  garage, i n  the  winter  
t i m e  they would run t h e i r  cars i n  the  garage and leave them the re  a l l  
winter  long and never take them out u n t i l  spring.  Because the  roads was 
impassable, p r e t t y  near. In  f a c t ,  t h e r e ' s  some p ic tu res  of the  roads 
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t h a t  run down the re  before 36 went through and you couldn' t  hardly 
d r i v e  a wagon through there.  It was s o  muddy and bad. 

Q. A t  t h a t  time, then people i n  tho country came i n t o  town with horses 
and buggies? 

A. Sometimes, they'd even come horseback, (chuckles) t h e  roads would 
be so bad. 

Q. If they wanted t o  go t o  Spr ingf ie ld ,  was the re  a bus? 

A. There was t r a i n s .  W e  had th ree  passenger t r a i n s  a day, t h r e e  going 
each way. Now we don't have any. 

Q. When did passenger t r a i n  s e r v i c e  discontinue here? 

A. Le t ' s  see. I was i n  the  post  o f f i c e  when they took the  l a s t  t r a i n  
of f  and i t  was, oh, I don't  know. I ' ve  got a post  card  t e l l i n g  about 
the l a s t  t r i p l t h a t  a mail c l e r k  made on it but I fo rge t  the  da te .  It 
was about ten-twelve years  ago, when they took the  l a s t  t r a i n  o f f .  Used 
t o  be a mi21 t r a i n  run from Spr ingf ie ld  down through Waverly and that-a- 
way on the  C. P. 

Q. Did i t  make passenger s tops  here?  

A. Oh, yes,  the  t r a i n s  did. W e  used t o  ge t  a l l  our m a i l  by t r a i n  u n t i l  
t h e y p u t t h e  t rucks  on. They q u i t  car ry ing the  mail [ then].  Yes, the  
depot used t o  have t o  b r i n g  the  m a i l  over from the  depot t o  the  pos t  
o f f i c e .  The agent had t o  haul  the  m a i l  over. 

Q. When you f i r s t  became postmaster,  what year  w a s  t h a t ?  

A. Le t ' s  see. That was 19--. Well, I'll t e l l  you f o r  sure .  I ' ve  got 
it down here.  Yes, 19351 I always get  t h a t  1936. It was 1935, 1935, 
and I served t h i r t y  years .  

Q. Was the  highway t o  Ber l in  b u i l t  when you became postmaster? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. It had been b u i l t  by t h a t  time? 

A. It had been. Y e s ,  yes. 

Q. Who was s ta t ionmaster  when you becaag postmaster? 

A. Let ' s  see. J. W. Foutch. We had three t r i c k  opera tors  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  
t h r e e  men worked the  clock around. Now they ' re  even taking the  only one 
w e  got away. So w e ' l l  be without a depot. 

Q. But the re  was a s t a t i o n  agent a t  Bates? 

A. A t  t ha t  time the re  was. 

Q. A t  the time of the bui ld ing of the road? 



Robert J. White 8 

A. Y e s ,  they had a regular .  Be worked e igh t  hours a day. There was 
a l s o  one a t  Curran. There was a post  o f f i c e  a t  Curran, but t h e  post 
o f f i c e  at Bates had been out  f o r  years.  O f  course [ a t ]  t h a t  t i m e  the  
mait1 was brought i n  by t r a i n s  t o  a l l  those o f f i ces .  

Q. Do you th ink Bates would have evolved a s  a c o ~ ~ n u n i t y  a t  a l l  i f  i t  
had not been fo r  the  ra i l road?  

A. No. No, I don' t  think so. I think t h a t ' s  the  way i t  s t a r t e d  t o  
s t a r t  with. They had a l i t t l e  set t lement the re  and had a depot. And 
of course they had two e leva to r s  the re  a t  one time. 

Q. At that time, was the re  a l s o  t h e  Is land Grove e leva to r?  

A. Yes, the re  was. 

Q. Was the re  a s t a t i o n  the re  too? 

A.  Well, they ca l l ed  i t  a s t a t i o n  but  there  wasn't nothing the re  but  
the  e levator .  But I th ink t h e  t r a i n s  would s top the re  and pick up 
passengers. You had t o  f l a g  them down. 

Q. And then beyond t h a t ,  the  next s top  would be Alexander. Was tha t  
r i g h t ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q. Then was the re  another s top between Alexander and Jacksonvil le? 

A. Well, i f  the re  was, it  was j u s t  a f l a g  stop.  I don't  be l ieve  the re  
was, a s  f a r  a s  I know. 

Q. There's an e levator  the re ,  I know. 

A. Y e s ,  t he re ' s  an e leva to r  there .  

Q. I don't  even know what they c a l l  t h a t .  

A. That 's-- let 's  see. What is t h a t ?  I forget  what they do c a l l  t h a t .  
I don't  know. I guess mostly c a l l  i t  e levator .  (chuckles) It 's got a 
name. 1 

Q. The way t h e  road [was] b u i l t  the re  presented q u i t e  a hazard, d idn ' t  
it? 

A. Y e s ,  the e leva to r ' s  s e t t i n g  r i g h t  ib t h e  middle of t h e  road. They 
just went around it. I t 's  caused a l o t '  of wrecks down there.  People 
have got k i l l ed  there .  

Q. Have you ever been on t h a t  road when there's been one of those f a t a l  
wrecks? 

 he name is Orleans. (J .  E. Knepler) 
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A. No, I never have. 

Q. Do you bel ieve  t h a t  the  t e s t i n g  of t h e  road a t  Bates led  t o  a b e t t e r  
q u a l i t y  of roads? 

A. Oh, yes. They claimed i t  saved mil l ions  of d o l l a r s  building roads 
by having t h a t  experiment. They found out  t h a t  they could bui ld  roads 
so  much cheaper and b e t t e r  by t h i s  experiment. Well, I guess it was a 
great  th ing t h a t  was done. 

Q. Do you th ink the re  a r e  very many people i n  the  community today who 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h a t  experiment was run r i g h t  here  i n  the  community? 

A.  I don' t  be l ieve  so. You can ' t  f ind  many people t a lk ing  about i t .  
You can t a l k  t o  them and they say they knew it  was out the re  and t h a t ' s  
about a l l .  The road ran down the re ,  people worked i t  day and n igh t ,  
but outs ide  of t h a t  they--in f a c t ,  i t ' s  been a long time ago. It 's been 
about f i f t y  years ago. 

9. How about the  younger people? Do they know? 

A. Oh, they don't know. They don't  know o r  care.  (chuckles) ( tape 
is stopped f o r  a few minutes) 

Q. A l i t t l e  while ago I asked you i f  very many people from the  New 
Ber l in  area  were employed on the  Bates Experimental Road. Where did 
most of the  employees come from, i f  they didn ' t  come [from] here? 

A.  Well, I heard thejce's an awful l o t  of them t h a t  come from Loami. 

Q. That 's  f a r t h e r  away than New Berl in? 

A. Well, i t ' s  a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r ,  yes. 

Q. Do you have any idea  why the re  may have been more people from t h a t  
area  even though they had t o  come f a r t h e r ?  

A. Not unless the re ' s  a l i t t l e  p o l i t i c s  mixed i n  i t .  I don't  know, 
but ,  of course Loami was a Republican township and Republicans were i n  
power, while New Berl in was a Democrat stronghold and so a l o t  of people 
f igured t h a t  t h a t  was one reason w e  d idn ' t  have many people working. Of 
course, t h a t ' s  just t a l k  t o  them. 

END O F  TAPE 


