
M ~ o f t h e o r a l ~ ~ i r s h c r u l d ~ i n m i n d t b a t i t b a  
transcript of ths spaksn word, ard that the inteYvi-, narrator and 
editor sought to preseme the informal, cr#mrersational style that is 
hhermt in such historical sarmes. SangamYrn State thivmsity is not 
rspmaible for the factual amracy  of ths m i r ,  nor far views 

thereh; these are for the reader to judge. 
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Q: Did he cxmute back and forth than? 

A: No, he oaxldnlt wmrte, it was about five landred miles fram the 
mine. He'd - dam at diff- times of the year. 

Q: Didhe wmedumby train? 

A: Yes, Wt VLsre - several older children at that thm to do the 
farmingandreal lyhebbdedtoset i recmthat farmwhenhere t i red .  
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A: No, there are just: two of us left. I have a sister in Oklahama 
City arrd myself. 

Q: ~ u s t  tm of y m  left? So they probably have a lot of children 
arowd? 

A: Oh, ny yes. I thhk I have forty-five nieces and mghmm. 

Q: FmQ-five, yeru figure ar three kids for each of m, you've 
gut a big family arcrund? 

A: Chmy godness, yes. I wxldnlt dare sayhmmarry great * 
arsd and w scane great greats. 

A: Well he has full charge of t h e e .  T h e  super- takes 
care of the -1e b. 

Q: He made all the ~ i s i c m s ?  

A: Qh yes. Then l a m  cm he we& to w k  for at  #6 and 
before he diedhewas Genead super- wer all PBabodylsmines 
fn this district* 

Q: So your bmWiec nwrved up in .Uls ranks of that cmpany too? 

A: Y e s ,  and it's very too, for I m graduated 
from eighth grade. 

Q: well in 1906 when you born, in thotse days, it was ccsmn#n for 
people not to get even past f a r b  grade. 

Q: Ihd he was ma& V i e  President of Reabody Mines? 

A: He bemre a mining ard his salary as vice mident w a s  
f i e  .therusand a year. 

A: Yau dmlt really. I always say it's really the b r d s  in life you 
get2mdyou1mblessedtoo. F b r ~ m y w i f e ~ I s t a r t e d W s  
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lack business about --five or abart yem ago. We 
hadtwlelvehundraddollarsandahaane. ~hawegtartedwenwerhzlda 
c u s b t ~ r  and I'd go frm doorcto-dow. And m run crur business up and 
w h e n w l e s o l d i t ~ h a d a ~ ~ ~ l u m e h t h e ~ e n r i c e ~ ~ o f  close 
tothree-thowanlayear. 

Q: Yes, but that's &ill h the family n m  isn't i t? Didn't yau tell 
l r r s y a u r s o n w a s ~ i t ?  

A: Yes, I ~iold it to q san then. 

Q: That's me nice thirrg about family businsEls, thq  can &y w i t h  
the family. 

A: Yes, see there are so mmy fa& in life. A lot of people say, 
Well,11 they put cnrt Wir chest, T've d a ~  this ard I've dam mt,ll 
ycxl knm. Really it's be- at the r i m  pl- a t  the right t h ,  
w i t h  W right product and hanrirg an organizatfoa that's going good t o  
pi& up tbs slack of ~iame m s  else's 3xlsirueSS wlaere help arrd eveqbiy 
i s ~ o l d a r r d i s g o i x q d r j w n ~ t o g r a b o r ~ t o ~ .  

Q: Aria to have the pcple vho will do it? 

A: Yers, arrd to henre the public's trust. Where yau have word-of7muth 
advertisirq, it's t?e greatest in the wwrld and rhothing will 
beat it. 

Q: Y m  said yau gat into Ws IXS~IESS twenQ- years ago. What 
did ym do? Let's see you went thrrnagh -1 W m q h  eighth grade? 

Q: Did they -ize it lih a . . . 

Q: Was it a gas train or steam? 



A: Electric. 

Q: It's riat there. 

Q: They had a lot  of accidesvts then? 

Q: Ntrwadays arrybody years old can't get  like that. 
It was a red man's jab-. 

A: No, not what I was dew. It was a jab really for a kid. 

Q: Hcrw safe wafi it for y m ?  

A: I W a S i n ~ d a m g t m ,  theplace-I- ,  tbmwasmdange~at 
all. No mma daqeras than seMing m. But lhxre was great 
dangersin#eminesin-days. 

Q: We21 hcrw did they work, did they work in teams or ahipts? 

A: In thcee days .they just had eight-haur shifts. Far imtmce you 
)acrw ycru were taLMng abcrut these explosims, there was different 
oms, and I can't think of the name of mine where my father w m t  
dmn in to help briryS them out when they had a temible qloejim. It 
wasn'this~buthewentdcrwnandhelp@dbring.Ulem;nart.  
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Q: Hm 1 9  had yam father wmkbq in h? 

A: All his life, he started &m he was a little bay. 

A: No, he started out hdping his fa- load coal. 

Q: An3hewasalittlebcrywe1retalkjrrglikeeightmnineyears 
old? 

Q: But here he becam the supsr-. Well, that's A m e r i m  - for m- 

Q: Y e s ,  lrut get tbq ka& to yaxr fa-, t3-m diff- is, he 
wmttoucrkinthemirwSwhsnhewashavold? 

A: It mmlt large. I just dm't krmv W m& abart his family, he 
did  whsol I wae ywxg. He died wbn I m s  fifteen arwX they were in 
C h i o a n d a r r r u n d ~ ~ n # ~ ~ h c e s r t r a l ~ l l i r Y o i s ~ I l s e r v e r d i d  
visit w i t h  hie family muse we just neyer -. In thcee 
days htween and Chio that was a larvg &-. 
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Q: A car was the lap of luxury in .Ulose days? 

A: Yes, andym drwe mmd roads it was a dirty filthy jab ta 
travel in days. Yau really battled W elamnks 

Q: Zud for a 1- period of time I wxld gwss if ycru are talking 
about mold roads. 

A: Yes. 

A: A fact of the matter it was a log bcruse. 

Q: A log cabin? 

A: No, it wasn't a log cabin, it had two sectim w i t h  a breezeway in 
b&vi#en.Ulem, OlE! of mall- log cabins. 

Q: like the old barn raisirrgs. 
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Q: So yau vme abart farr old? 

A: No, my life was thsre was just as a snrall U d .  

A: No not at that age, just a g w d  tim I guess. 

Q: we all deseme that don't ME? 

Q: Then did yau have a farm therre? 

A: No, there's a beautiful park by .ths mim, W 1  in fnmt of it, 
~ w a s a l a q e ~ h m s e a t a n e ~ f o r s a r a e o f t h e ~ w h o  
worksdthemine tha thad tobe .u le i r~ l~ t jme.  T h w y w e m l ~ ~ a r r i e d  
a t l d ~ b o a r d e d ~ a n d t h e n ~ h a d t h e b o s r s e E s ~ t h e m a a i n  
Mi- engineer and the superirrt;9ndlent8s house. It was a rea l  nice 
moclernbcmawi~ steaO.hsat d Mningwaterand elactric lights arrl - 
Q: steam heat in 1916, we a m  talkirrg abart? 

A: Oh yes, it was real nice. 

A: m, it was very nice and very larely. 



a: A big ha.lse? 

Q: That's big in thm days. 

a: Yes. 

A: So we - to Sprinsfield right bef- that. 

A: Well the older kids did, tbat didn't man anything, to go to 
-1 they wa3ksd it. Of cmme a little kid ycru juet caxldnlt. 

A: No. 

Q: Y m  had it esy being the yanqast of all tkse kids, they 
had a l l  the taken care of for yw? 

A: Ch, sure. I had very few n. I'd say I had it pztty nice as 
a child up wtil  I was fifteen &en ny dad died. 

A: Yes. When be died ms three of us at ham yet. 

Q: W i t h  yaur -? 
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Q: Did it supply thhqs for the k#xlse? 

8: YQU had never sold that? 

A: They hadn't sold it yet, h t  my sister & her kwaband was m it 
ax3 he had an inheritame for scPrdrere for hw&d dollar. 
so nry mucrther sold the farm to kim arrd finiatbed pay- off the little 
house arer on Holmis A-. 

Q: Th i s  all happened in a shmt period of time? 

Q: Yauaretalkirgabcruttheearly19201sthen. Wellwhydidyc#zr 
family mcrve to Sprirrsfield? Did yaur father transfer? 

A: No, see the superhtm%nb hauss was eurnjshsd c u t  and when 
~ b w = a m e t O b @ ~ f l r p a r h ' h d e n t t h e n h e h a d b c a m t o  
SprWield, -1y 1-ted and me man appointed superhter&nt 
t h e n ~ d t a k e t h a t h m s e .  

Q: Did the ccs3lp3arry supply prcprQ here? 

A: No, not here and he mde good am,qh wagms to make it. 

A: Y e s ,  at  that tim it ms five f#mdred and fifty dollars a month in 
1919. 

Q: What wnld a nichl h y  in 19191 

A: ch manwhat wmldnlt it buy? It would buy a lot of thirrgs. Of 
c o u r s r e ~ - C e r t a i n ~ ,  ~ a c c r n c m y i s a l w a p t h e s a m s ,  one 
i s i f themha-thepr ice i s - .  Itwas justashighthen 
as it is n a ~  in ccaaparison to the arrmxnt of maaaqt pecple make. That's 
~ ~ t h i n g ~ ~ y c r ~ ~ r ~ w a g e S g O ~ Y u P ~ t h g t  
thhk.Uleyaremakingalotofmney. Theyarenotreallybecause 
prices go up wim it so yQu have status quo. It damllt make too much 
differeme. ~ l e a r e j u s t a l i t t l e b i t d e a p e r i n d & t m p p r t h a n  
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Q: CoEll heat? 

Q: There was a lut of danger involved even for ycu? 

Q: What did ym do af ter  yau were a then? 

A: I got a jab w i t h  the Sprirrsfield IXpleMent C X m p q ,  @:'Lng 
wa&ing mad.lines for hdxme. NW that was dollars a week, 
that's about eighty dollars a m&h. 

Q: So you actually tmk a lass of wag%s? 

Q: Why did they have all w? 
A: To blpmve the axditims. L h  coal -, for imstame, in 
those days I think their basic pay was eight dollars a day. 

A: Eight hours. 

(2: A dollar an bar. 

A: M that ca- mhere tcday a9e it's abcnzt sixty dollars a day. 
I think it's a r o s d  sixty or sixtyillive dollars a day. 

Q: lilcr; it's a good hue-. Wmt the vmkhq 
c m r ' d i t i ~ l l ~ l l h  in those days? Did they have a lot of flsh f h  
*.? 












































































































