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Q: It gets pretty crowded on there.

A: Right. Your bunks are very small. And when you have a storm it's
very dangerous. One kid did get killed during convoy escort duty, with
us.

Q: One of your shipmates?

A: Not ours. It was another ship. I forget the name of that ship, it
was similar to ours. But there is a fellow here [in Springfield], when
the article came out in the Journal-Register, called me, and said he
remembered he was on the ship that usually ran with us on escort duty.
And he called me and we talked about it. I wanted to go see him, and I
lost track of him.

Q: Did you at one time pick up a couple of white sailors—-onto your
ship, when they needed to get from one place to another?

A: Well, now--I don't remember that

Q: Captain Purdon talks about these two white, I think, sailors who were
so surprised when they got on a ship, and all the people on there were
black. They couldn't believe it., Do you remember that?

A: No, I don't remember the incident. It could have happened while I
was in some other part of the ship, as a matter of fact.

Q: Sure.

A: But, I don't know whether they were supposed to board the ship or
not. Is that what he was talking about?

Q: They just needed to get from one place to another and they . .

A: They were lost. Well, it was kind of a shock, I imagine, to anybody
that didn't have any information about it, and there wasn't much information
given around in the navy. Most of it was for the public, the publicity

was. '

Q: You did mention in your autobiography the story about George Alexander,
one of your shipmates, who was rather a different kind of fellow. Could
you tell us about him?

A: Yes. He was-—-when I say different, I mean he wasn't ready to adjust
to the--~being restrained like that aboard ship, or he never had been
aboard ship or anything like that, and he had a tendency to rebel as far
as when it was time for him to do something. If you told him he'd resent
it, most times, but he'd go ahead and do it. And he challenged me one
day. He was cleaning the ship up, getting it ready for inspection. And
he thought he was quite a boxer, you know, and so-~I could box too! But
being the head of the detail that particular day, as far as the work was
concerned, I told him that we'd wait till after we got through, and I'd
box him a little bit, if he wanted to! So, being older than he was--I1
imagine he was about maybe eighteen or nineteen, but he was pretty feisty!
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But I've always had to-—thought at least—-that I should learn any way 1
could to defend myself; and, of course, I started boxing when we were
nine and ten years old. When we'd get in the streets at home, whenever
anything came up that's the way we would settle it.

Q: With gloves or without?

A: With gloves. We had gloves. The undertaker's son [in Cairo, Illinois]

had gloves, and he had the punching bag. We'd just go there whenever we
got ready, see.

Q: Yes. So you don't mean fist fighting, you mean regular boxing?
A: Regular boxing.
Q: You didn't have some gloves on the ship did you?

A: Oh yes, we got them off the base. Just went over to the base where
we were there, and got the gloves., Then we boxed, and . . . he was very
well satisfied, I think the trouble was, he was really--he was bored,
and so he needed a workout, that's what I figured! It didn't make any
difference if I won or he won! But he seemed to be very well satisfied,
It was a good round, you know, and he complimented me, and told me, "old

man, I didn't know you could box like that!" (laughter) And, of course,
that was the end of the conflict and that was the end of the challenge,
as far as I was concerned. (smiles) He never did challenge anybody
else.

Q: Was he a problem in any other way? Wasn't he the one who brought
the-—the little dog aboard?

A: He was the ome who brought the little (chuckles) dog aboard. And the
skipper . . .

Q: How did he manage to--did he hide him for a while?

A: He got him off the base, and put him under his jacket, and stepped
aboard ship with him, Of course, whoever was on guard knew about it.
They put him in a life raft, for quite a while. That's where he stayed.
And they named him Gismo. Which in the navy--the way it was explained to
me--it means to have a way to do something, or a tool that you make to
use, even though it isn't the right tool--but you used it anyway to
accomplish whatever you want to do. And that's what they called a gismo.

Q: Good definition.
A: Right, and we thought that--as far as he was concerned that's what we
called him--because we didn't know what kind of dog he was. He was a

little brown and white dog. I'll say he was about a foot long, and about
six—-inches high, which is why he was able to smuggle him aboard.

Q: How long before the skipper knew about it?
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A: Oh, I guess it was about two weeks before he knew—--let us know that
he knew, but I think he knew before then. But we kept him out of the
way, you know. We fed him,

And, Alexander, to me——there was another incident that shows you just
what he——one time when we went to Cuba. In that particular run, we had
the Cubans that were supposed to catch our lines when we were going to
tie up the dock there and get our supplies. And one Cuban used the word

"nigger'"-~and threw our lines back and wouldn't catch them and
anchor them to the dock. 8o . . . Mr. Purdon~-Captain Purdon, I should
say--told Alexander to ignore that. And so Alexander—-on all the lines
of the ship they have what they call a monkey fist, which is a little
line, it's much smaller than the two-inch lines or the three-inch lines
that you're carrying, and the monkey fist is supposed to hit the dock,
and they pull the big line in with the monkey fist, and the smaller line,
So the next time Alexander threw the monkey fist at the boy on the dock.
And the skipper of course got after him about that! And so he threw it
again, and he finally took it, somebody did, on the dock. 5o Alexander
said, "Well . . . T got to go aboard . . . the dock." The skipper gave
him permission, which he didn't have to do. He didn't know what he was
going to do. So Alexander went aboard and got off ship aud he found the
boy and started a fight.

He was proud of that ship that we were on. He was proud of the fact that
he was in the navy. He was just the type of fellow that you need aboard,

a lot of spunk, which he had. He was dedicated to what he was supposed

to do. He was just a seaman. And he seemed to be very satisfied as far

as his rank was concerned; it didn't bother him. But he got promoted, as
he [continued], he got second class seaman, you know. The skipper promoted
them according to their ability and the way they performed, and that was
one thing that we was very fair about. And, of course, he was a proud
fellow, and wanted his ship to be known, [which] is why he wrote the
book=-~about the ship. ’

Now at one time aboard ship, we had--as I've said before, I think--we had
« « . white and colored aboard ship. And the only time that I saw any
conflict as far as the race was concerned, it came from both~--whoever was
in the majority--~had little things that they seemed to want to do--as far
as ostrasize one another from their little card games, or whatever activity
they had. But thetre was never any words. You wasn't approached by
anything like that, Until after while, they began to make conversation
with one another and talk about the different things, or where they were
from. And everything went on very fine. I think you'll find that whoever
is in the majority, or whatever nationmality, has a tendency to take
advantage of the other one, if it's possible. So there was no difference
aboard there, only you had the discipline that was enforced, at that

time, which we don't have out in the public sector. In a lot of cases
it's almost impossible to enforce discipline in the public sector, in

some places. But I do think that as we go along-~and I've seen it happen
since I got out of the mavy that there's been improvement, more so in

some areas than others.

Q: Sure. You had an interesting cook aboard your ship., Was he the same
one, with you all the time?
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A: Yes, he was. And his name was Charlie Young, and he was a cook
before he got into the navy. And, of course, he's the one that got sick
all the time, for a while. Now, he put forth every effort he could to
satisfy us as far as the menu was concerned, and the way you wanted it
fixed——the majority wanted it.

Q: He tried to please the people from different parts of the country,

A: He tried to please. Right, he did, too! He was such a good fellow,
and he would get so sick!—-until everybody thought they had to look after
him. He was really older, he was about 38 years old, something like
that. But he stuck it out all the way.

Q: Did you ever help him?

A: Yes, any time I could. I always was like that about food. And he
took an interest in me because I was very thin, he thought. He said,
"I'm going to'--he called me Little Luther. (laughter) He was going to
make me fat! And was dedicated to doing that, seemed like to me! But he
couldn't fatten me anyway, because I had always been a person like that,
see, But I was strong. In those days men weren't as big as they are now
. + « As many as they are now,

Q: Sometimes .,

A: Yes. And I guess by me being of small stature--that's why when I was
even little I had to figure out a way to be able to cope with the larger
fellows when 1 came in contact with them., You either had to use your
brains, or you had to rum, or fought, that was the answer to the whole
thing. So, it made me aware of the small stature. I've had a lot of
things, incidents, that could have been settled a different way, and
maybe would have been a little bit disastrous for myself, or even the
other person, but I was always told to walk away from it if you could.
But you can only walk so far.

Q: Be prepared anyway.

A: Yes. 1It's no disgrace to lose a fight; it's more of a disgrace not
to defend yourself.

Q: Did this . . . Clarence-—Clarence Young?
A: Charlie Young.

Q: Charlie Young. Did he introduce you to some foods that you'd never
eaten before then? '

A: He was a Southern cook, that's for sure! He was from Louisville,
Kentucky, I did know that. And I used to go out with him a lot of times
when we went ashore, and I found out quite a bit about him., He was a
quiet sort of fellow, very nice-looking fellow. And really he had a wife
and three children. And he went into the service so he could make more
money, as a matter of fact, to support them. He volunteered for the
service, and that was the reason that he volunteered. He had gotten to
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be a first class cook; they paid him a pretty nice salary in those days,
for the support of his children.

Q: There's a Clarence C. Young in the book. He-—-probably his middle
name was Charlie,

A: Yes, that's him. I called him Charlie. That's right.

Q: It's . . . my impression, when you talk about things aboard the ship,
is that in some ways it was like a family, or at least you looked upon it
that way, which was similar to your attitude as you were growing up in a
large family.

A: Yes. Well, you see when I went aboard I was 28 years old; I was
older than most of the fellows, you know, and they recognized that fact
in conversations, suggestions,

Q: You probably felt more obligated to be an example too because of
that.

A: Yes, it's a little more, it makes you think a little more about what
you're , , . supposed to do. You know what I mean, it makes you conscious
of the fact that "at least I can encourage the kids." They were kids,
nineteen years old.

Q: You were saying too that on a small ship like that many have to learn
several jobs, so you can pinch-hit for each other. Were there any other
jobs that you did?

At Oh, a lot of times I was on the stern, the rear section of the ship.

A lot of times I stood duty back on the--gunner's--the guns that we
had--the 20 millimeter. Sometimes I stood guard on the 40-millimeter.

But you had to learn everything that you could when you had the time, so
you'd know how to operate them. And a ship must have cooperation and .

. effort by everybody to make it as . . . comfortable as possible, to be

a successful ship. You can't have too much of anything that might cause
friction among the crew. And, if you have trained the fellow that's good
with what you knew, it just meant you had a better person in that position
that you could depend on. And everybody depends on one another. I think
that the navy really, over this period of years, has surpassed--I read a
little bit about it--but I see much more progress in the navy. And you
find the air force, which I knew about, that was colored, down in Tuskegee,
Alabama--they mentioned the fact that there was a colored air force.

Q: There has been, just recently, lots of stories and publicity about
the same beginning situation that you were involved in.

A: Right. And you find that--I've been approached by many white men,

and they didn't get the publicity, the way they talked to me about it.
They didn't know a lot of things that went on, even in the navy by talking
to fellows. They didn't know that things were-—conditions were like that
as far as the Negro was concerned. At least that's what they said. And
I've had it said to me, even after this war period, that they--they'd say
to me, "Is that right?" Well, I felt like the colored press did the best
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they could, as far as presenting the Negro to the rest of the people in
this country.

Q: But that was separate from the white press?

A: But that was separate from the white press. So I can understand how
they doubted, and were skeptical about it, as far as we were concerned.

Q: Misinformed, and were uninformed . . .

A:; Right. That's "ignorance is bliss," as you might say. But a lot of
people don't--claim they don't know about it, and yet, after you get on

the jobs, and you begin to get the chance to go to the different jobs,

and accept us here in the states. It has taken a long time to realize

the fact that there's no need to doubt us, or to look at us as individuals
and not as a group. And you will find that you have the choice to decide
what your opinion is of different people, and treat them according to the

way they treat you., They can't pass any law as far as liberty and freedom

is concerned; you have to free yourself. And that's done by--the opportunity
is given to you to do that. But it has been denied--all nationalities

that came to this country, they have been used, since the--when the
migrations began, see. The Negro quota-—as far as the African quota—-
there's only been one African [immigration quota per year] in this country
allowed over a period of years, all these years. But he [the Negro]

never did even take that, the one quota that was allotted to the African.

So they never really had any desire to come here. They had their own
country, even though there was a lot of things that wasn't right. After

all, that's an old country, a big country.

: It's a continent, yes.
Yy

A: It's a continent.

End of Side One, Tape Five

Q: We were talking about your experiences in the navy and . . . mostly
aboard ship. You mentioned to me that there was some social event which
you had a chance to take part in in New York, one of the few times, I
imagine, that you were ashore. Would you tell us about that?

A: Well, there was a lot of publicity about the ship, in the first
place, and of course a lot of people read about it, mostly in the
Pittsburgh Courier in that area, and the—-—-a lot of colored papers., 1
forget what the name of that [other] paper was, but it still exists
today, I think. And it so happened that we were invited as a whole ship
to a party that was given by West Indies Club,

Q: New York City group?

A: Right. S0 we went to that, and it was a very socilable event, and
nice. It was desserts, and dinner. Quite a bit of conversation and
questions about the part that we played in the navy, that they wanted to
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know there. And they were professional people; most of those there were
very intelligent.

Q: And they were black people who were settled in New York?
A: Yes, they were settled there, very well established.
Q: From the West Indies.

A: Right. And a lot of the conversation was around the ship of course.

And then I'd ask them about their culture, and about the colored club

they had in New York, and they were very obliging, as far as talking with

us, and we found that--the dancing, and everything there-—-they were a

very formal people, you could tell by the way that they conducted themselves.
And it seemed like that they didn't have much contact as far as with the
[American] Negro is concerned, even,

Q: It was quite something for them to invite the whole ship!
A: Yes. They had a big hall, and everything.
Q: Was it in a hotel ballroom?

A: No, they had a separate place of their own, their own building. They
were very positive people, no doubt about that, they were intelligent
people. But some of the questions they asked--they didn't understand,
seems like, how we got imto the navy. 1In other words I guess they had
been refused, or some of their people had been refused, to join the navy,
or what not. And I think they were just——more out of curiosity and
respect for the fact that we had been able to do that. I had never
thought about that, but that's a possibility, that's why they wanted to
talk to us about it. And the whole event was very nice, very formal. Of
course, we wore our navy suits, and they obliged us with questions that
we'd ask, too. As a matter of fact, I had never recognized the fact that
they were kind of a separate group, even there in New York City. They
associated with one another, and that's about it. As far as the Negro
race is concerned I don't think they did, because they spoke very broken
English, see.

Q: This must have been one of the few times when your single fellows
would have a chance to dance.

A: 0Oh, yes. I imagine that hall they had, of course--they had that
mostly for their weddings and things, when they gave different affairs
among themselves. They didn't seem to mix. Of course, they'd invite who
they wanted to to it; they were in control of the whole situation, there's
no doubt about that. And you found that in New York, a lot of different
clubs, and a lot of different cultures there, that-—they have a tendency
to stick together, and to associate with one another, and that's about

the limit. And so it's really a divided atmosphere there.

Q: Yes. When you look back on your whole experience on the ship, what
is your general impression—-mostly that it was work, hard work?
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A: Well, yes. 1In any branch of the service. But they will recognize
hard work, and you will advance for your effort and your intelligence.

Q: In other words, there wasn't a lot of social life, such as the party
that we're talking about now . . . on the ship, hardly anything. Movies?

A: We had movies, yes.

Q: Otherwise you had to be at a base. Did you have regular times when
you went to a base, no matter what, for rest, or something?

A: Most of the time we went to refuel, or for food, of course, and to
get the supplies that were necessary to operate. Then you could buy
clothes for yourself, your bathing apparel, and things of that sort.

Now, there was another event that was given for us in New York by a
colored club. As a matter of fact it was a night club. It was Small's
Night Club, was the name of it. And they invited the whole ship, those
that could get off. And that was on, I think, Lennox Avenue, about

4800 block Lennox Avenue . . . somewhere in that area. It could have
been the next avenue over, but . . . [l47th Street and Lennox] And it was
the same sort of affair, And they invited the skipper too, and they had
newspaper men there and everything, because we stayed there about two,
three hours and then we went on back to the ship.

But they were very nice, they were visiting [with us] just like the

others, the West Indies were. And we got a lot of compliments. They

were proud of the fact that we had been able to be successful. Because
they had heard about the different things that we went through. And that
was something that kept the fellows' spirits up. They had a tendency I
imagine to be down, a lot of times, from some of the incidents we ran

into; but they tried to avoid, in fact, those things for us on the different
naval bases. Because a lot of times our skipper came forward and contacted
the commanders of the different bases that we pulled into, and had to
inform them that this ship was to be respected and opened up to all the
different areas that any rated seaman that was white could attend, we

could attend too, and be treated accordingly. He laid that down a lot of
times before anything would ever happen. Aund the nice part about it, the
way they did it, he couldn't even transfer us anywhere from the ship

unless he went to the Bureau of Naval Personnel, because he [then] would
dismiss us in time to get ready. And anything that we want to do in this
country, we can do it. (tape stopped)

Q: We stopped the tape for just a minute, Mr. Wheeler, and you were
talking about the fact that whenever you were involved on a base, stopping
for supplies or whatever, that the captain made it clear that you were to
be treated as you deserved to be treated,.

A: As any other ship in the navy. Now, we also was given a party at the
submarine base in Conmecticut there. And an undertaker and a lot of
people that had a club there went together and invited us to that.

Q: Who had a club?
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A: The undertaker {in New London, Connecticut] was the first one that
contacted us about attending this affair. I don't know his name. It was
similar to the other social events that we attended with the public., It
was a colored club. But it was, too, mixed up a little bit more, with
the whites, too, and they came to talk, and ask us about the navy, of
course—-—or what we could tell them, and how did we like it, and how we
were being treated. And maybe that information might have helped

to encourage the people-~that is, the Negroes——to have the knowledge and
know that it had actually happened. It could have been out of curiosity,
too, But we always enjoyed ourselves! They were very hospitable.

So that was about the limit of our social life, you might say. Because a
lot of times to go out into the streets, of course, you needed money. We
found the public accepted us as individuals in different places. A lot
of times I would go down to the . . . 42nd street and that area, and
attend some of the operas, and whatever. And when I did it was very
cheap, for the servicemen, see.

Q: You mean in New York now?

A: In New York, yes. I can't remember the lady that for years--she was
in the theater, she was a very popular person, but I can't remember her

name. That was one of the shows that I went to see myself, with another
fellow.

Q: Was that a musical stage show?

A: It was a drama . . . and I can't think of her name to save me. She
was a very popular person. [Tallulah Bankhead]

Q: You would usually go in groups to something like that?

A: No, I would travel with majﬁe two of us, Somebody that was interested
in those things, you know.

Q: You were more culturally-minded than you were '"let's go have a good
time" type of thing.

A: Right. When I got a chance to go see [something]. And you take a
lot of the fellows, too, they were curious, you know, about the different
areas, and they could say that, '"Well, I did go there.”

Q: If you're that near, yes.

A: Jack Dempsey's Club, I went there. And people--we met a couple that
were very nice and invited us to sit down and have a little beer with
them,

Q: Jack Dempsey's. That was a night club?

A: Yes, Jack Dempsey's Bar, they called it. It still exists there. He
died here three or four years ago I think it was. We met some people
there, 1 guess they were Russians, even, the way they talked. And they
invited us to come to their home sometime—-to call, and they gave us
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their telephone number--and have dinner with them. And we told them,
"Well, we couldn't set a date for nothing like that," that we were just
here for a few hours.

Q: There was a war on!

Q: Right! But we ran into very nice things, you know. None of the boys
ever came back and said they were molested, all that time, when we were
circulating the country. Only place that—-we didn't have trouble, but we
knew that it was a different area, when we got further south, at that
time, which I mentioned in the article. But this country has to grow,
still, there's a lot to be done.

Q: Well, all in all, you'd say your experience in the navy was .
well, you just considered it an opportunity to advance.

A: Very satisfactory. Right. As a matter of fact, when I came back T
talked to a lot of kids and told them that that's the place to go, enlist
in the service,

Q: You promoted the navy! But toward the end of the war, that was a

long time to be serving on a small ship, you must have been getting a
little anxious to get home. You found these letters, Mr. Wheeler, that
you'd written to your wife. We have three interesting letters here,
written in August and September of 1945, Of course, the war was over,

and you were still waiting, and you were at Norfolk. You probably remember
that very well,

A: Yes. We were anxious, and then we got the word that we weren't going
to head for--South Pacific, because we--they turned us around . . .

Q: You thought for a while that you would be sent to the Pacific?

A: In other words we had prepared to go to the South Pacific, according
to our maps and charts and everything, see,

Q: Were you in any way disappointed?

A: No! They turned (chuckles), they turned the ship around, and he
asked the quartermaster, "How close we are to the nearest port?" and-—the
other fellow was named Cork--and he said, "As far as I'm concerned, we're
closer to the United States than we are the South Pacific!™ (laughter)
And he was trying to tell him where we were, and we were just a little
past Norfolk!

Q: How long were you in suspense on that?

A: As soon as he told us.

Q: I mean before you knew whether you would go or not?

A: Oh, we were being stocked up to go, yes, we were getting stocked up
to go.
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Q: Oh, it wasn't suspense, you were just actually--you thought you were
going.

A: Yes. Depth charges and everything, we had everything on there.
Q: Then all of a sudden ., . . orders, the orders.

A: The war ended. Yes. And when it ended we were at sea. We were
headed for the Panama Canal, see. But if we really went through there,
then we were going on to the South Pacific, there's no doubt about that,
They weren't going to turn us around there, see, if we'd been in the
Pacific Ocean anyway. And that was to go to take the place of the others
that were being relieved. The occupation force is what it was.

Q: Well, then no wonder you weren't disappointed. (laughter) I thought
you meant being sent there afterwards to help . .

A: Well, yes, once you got in that area, you were going to be there for a
while, we knew that,

Q: That would be true., You ended up then in Norfolk waiting to see what
would happen next.

A: That's where we were going.

Q: And that's where you wrote these letters to your wife, which we have
here. You sounded anxious to leave at that point. And you said that you
thought you might be participating in a Navy Day celebration ceremony in
New York. Did that happen?

A: Yes, it did. It was quite a sight to see. The whole Seventh Fleet
was in that parade. And there was at least 10,000 airplanes that escorted
us into New York harbor, the whole fleet. And Truman of course was on

the aircraft carrier, inspecting the ships. He was sitting down, I could
see him when we passed there--we saluted the ship, of course. And people
all along the dock there, they applauded. And it said it on over the
radio, they announced the Seventh Fleet—-"The only Negro ship in the

fleet of the United States is entering the port." And when we got there,
and tied up at the dock, there was so many people at the dock that wanted
to come aboard the ship! And, of course, there were a lot of Negroes in
New York, and when they heard that there was a Negro ship, I guess everybody
(chuckles) in New York turned out to come to where we were hooked up!

Q: The word got around!

A: The word got around very fast., As a matter of fact there was a
newspaper called Amsterdam News, I think it was, the name of the other
paper. And they came aboard and took pictures of the whole ship, and
people aboard.

Q: By that time you must have been used to the publicity!

A: Yes. There was quite a bit of that. I always thought the skipper
wouldn't write the article, because he'd have too much to cover. But he
was dedicated to it.
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Q: The book. Because he was keeping notes.

A: He kept notes, and different things. He never did tell us what he
was doing, you know, of course. And records. That man spent at least 15
years researching the records and things. I give him credit, because it
was a historical event--as far as he was concerned, and as far as we were
concerned, But nobody else I don't think would have done what he did, so
far as a situation like that. And you'll find that, over a period of
years now, there hasn't been so much publicity, they begin to accept the
fact: "That's the way it's going to be." Which I think is what's wrong
as far as the racial situation in this country, we pay too much attention,
both sides, to everything that's wrong, instead of thinking of the positive
that's occurring. And the young people are not informed about these
things. And they seem to think that everything is bad. And they have
been spoiled to a certain extent, because they've had more than most
generations have had, and yet there seem to be some people always trying
to tear it down.

Q: I see what you mean. It's as if you had already gone through something
historically, and now you're seeing the same thing happening again.

A: That's correct. Yes.

Q: On these letters that you wrote to Mrs. Wheeler. You especially
mentioned conditions in reference to Norfolk. You implied that you

didn't even go into the city, because you understood that . . . "Conditious
as far as the Negro is concerned must be rotten," is what you wrote to

your wife,

A: But I did go into there one time, just to see for myself. That's
what it was, they were talking about it, and I saw what it was.

Q: Did you go in with a companion?

A: Yes. And we went into the colored section as a matter of fact. And
we went downtown, too., But looked like every time that we went into most
cities. . . . Of course, that had been a big naval base, you can expect
them to challenge you, as far as the navy officers are concerned. That's
their job, to see if you have your right rate on and things like that.
That was the reason for so much challenge, I think, there. Because a lot
of those military police didn't even know that we were supposed to be
wearing that rate! So that caused a lot of it. So, we had no reason to
want to go in, you know, after that,

Q: You said that you had hoped to visit the Hampton Institute. Did you
get to do that?

A: No, I didn't get a chance to do that, We left a little after that,
was when we left. I found out that it was close enough to visit. A
couple of fellows did and came back and told us about it. But, you don't
get a chance to read much, newspapers or anything, and most of our news,
when we were in range, we would tune into the United States and get the
news that we could. That channel was open to the navy and the army, you
know,













































































































































