
Preface 

This manuscript is  the  product of a tape  recorded interview conducted by 
Elizabeth Canterbury f o r  the  Oral History Off ie  on December 11, 1978. 
Florence Hardin t ranscr ibed the  tapes  and Frances Staggs edi ted  t h e  
t r ansc r ip t .  

W i l l i a m  Wertheim was born i n  Burlington, Vermont i n  1889. H i s  parents  were 
from Germany. H i s  f a t h e r  died when M r .  Wertheim was e igh t  years old. A t  
t h i s  t i m e ,  he and h i s  mother moved t o  Athens, I l l i n o i s .  He learned how t o  
butcher a t  the  age of seventeen. This memoir describes some of Mr. 
Wer theh 's  "biggest c a t t l e  deals" and l i f e  i n  Athens i n  the  e a r l y  1900s. 

Readers of the  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of the  spoken word, and t h a t  the  interviewer,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve the informal, conversat ional  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources. Sangamon S t a t e  Universi ty i s  not  
responsible f o r  the  f a c t u a l  accuracy of the  m e m o i r ,  nor fo r  views expressed 
there in ;  these a r e  f o r  the  reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and c i t e d  f r ee ly .  It may not  be 
reproduced in whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any mans, e l ec t ron ic  o r  mechanical, 
without permission i n  wr i t ing  from t h e  Oral History Office,  Sangamon State 
University, Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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W i l l i a m  Wertheim, December 11, 1978, Springfield,  I l l i n o i s .  

Elizabeth Canterbury, Interviewer. 

Q: William Wertheim, you have spent 89 of your 89 years l iv ing  i n  the  
midwest i n  the  area  of Athens, and you have a lot of th ings  t h a t  you can 
t e l l  us. Let 's  s t a r t  out  by you t e l l i n g  where you were born and when. 

A: I was born in Burlington, Vermont, i n  1889. 

Q: And what . . . t e l l  about your f a t h e r  and mother and your family. 

A: Names you want t o  know? 

Q: Yes. 

A: My f a t h e r ' s  name was Aaron Wertheim. My mother was Bertha Wertheim. 
My sister was Bessie Wertheim. 

Q: And t e l l  how your f a t h e r  . . . 
A: My fa the r  came t o  New York, and they sent  him on t o  Vermont. 

Q: Where did he come from? 

A: Germany. He came from Germany. And a f t e r  so long a time, he got  
enough money made, he bought a horse and wagon, and he s t i l l  went through 
the  coun!ry, end when he go t  enough money ahead, he went back t o  Germany 
and marrf ed 'by mother and brought her  t o  Vermont. 

Q: Now where did you l i v e  in Vermont? 

A: Hineaburg, Vermont. That 's a suburb of Burlington. 

Q: And t e l l  what your f a t h e r  did there.  

A: My fither got enough money ahead t h a t  he bought a l i t t l e  place, and he 
had a hogse barn the re  with, oh, fo r ty  horses, and underneath i t ,  i t  would 
hold forqy" cattle. A t  the  r i g h t  of it  he had ti slaughterhouse there  where 
he k i l l ed  cattle and sold  them to a butche$ i n  Burlington, Vermont. Killed 
them rheqe a t  t h i s  place. 

Q: So, he would r e a l l y  have the  business of a butcher? 

A: Yes. 
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Q: He would be considered a butcher? Were the re  any other  people l iv ing  
i n  your family besides you and your s i s t e r ?  

A: Yes. He brought h i s  nephew over from Germany, when he was fourteen 
years old, and sent  h h  t o  school. He stayed with us till he 's  about 
twenty-five years old and then he came t o  I l l i n o i s  and married. 

Q: And what was h i s  name? 

A: E l i  Wertheim. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And a£ ter he came t o  I l l i n o i s ,  he sent  and got  another nephew from 
Germany, and h i s  name was Abraham Wertheim. He stayed with us u n t i l  my 
f a t h e r  passed away, and a f t e r  t h a t  he helped too. He had about t h i r t y  or 
f o r t y  horses t o  sell and c a t t l e .  

Q: About how old was he when he helped the  family. 

A: Must have been twenty-five o r  t h i r t y .  

Q: Yes. Can you remember what l i f e  was l i k e  when you were a l i t t l e  boy i n  
Vermont? 

A: Yes. My dad sen t  me out f i r s t  time to  buy a ca l f .  I gave two d o l l a r s  
fo r  the  calf and he thought i t  was too high. He sa id ,  "If you l i v e  long 
enough, you ' l l  l e a r n  t o  buy them cheaper! " (laughs) 

Q: Now, about how old  were you when t h a t  happened. 

A: I don't remember. 

Q: A l i t t l e  boy! 

A: Yes. ( laughter)  I remember tha t .  

Q: So you became a businessman e a r l y  i n  l i f e .  

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: Right. Do you have any recol lec t ions  of school in Vermont? 

A: Yes. The school was r i g h t  next door where I l ived.  All T had t o  do 
was walk out  of the  house and walk i n t o  the  school. I went t o  school 
there. My qrother took me t o  Germany when I was about . . . I guess six o r  
seven yegre old. I went t o  school i n  Germany three months. When I come 
back t o  Vermont, I couldn' t  t a l k  English, so  I talked German. I can ' t  t a l k  
a b i t  of Gervlan now. (laughs) 

Q: Oh, t h a t ' s  in te res t ing .  I th ink your l i f e  made a g rea t  change when you 
w e r e  e igh t  ye?rs old. 
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A: Oh, yes. 

Q: T e l l  about tha t .  

A: Well, I can remember going through the  country with a horse and s l e d ,  
buying calves,  and bringing them home. My mother would help m e  k i l l  them. 
I wasn't very o ld  a t  t h a t  time. But we'd ki l l  them and send them dressed 
t o  New York. 

Q: Now, can you t e l l  why you and your mother were doing t h i s  business? 

A: Well, we were k i l l i n g  them . . . 
Q: What happened t o  your f a the r?  

A: My f a t h e r  got  k i l l e d  when I was e i g h t  years old.  Got kicked by a horse . . . and I never did see him a f t e r  he got--1 brought him i n t o  the  house, 
and got--after t h a t .  

Q: Do you have any s p e c i a l  r eco l l ec t ions  about your f a the r?  

A: Well, yes. I was always with him. I remember he went t o  Germany and 
brought a red shepherd dog back. He was broken t o  dr ive  c a t t l e  i n  Germany. 
And he knew German but  when he come t o  Vermont, you had t o  t a l k  German t o  
g e t  hipl t o  do anything. He couldn't  understand any Eaglish. 1 remember 
that dog as w e l l  as  I do anything. 

9: He was a good f r i end ,  too? 

A: Oh, yes. But . . . 
Q: Okay. Than, how long did you and your mother work i n  Vermont, doing 
t h i s ?  

A: Oh, I th ink  a couple of years. W e  k i l l e d  the ca lves  and sen t  them. 
She sold the  house, and we cleaned up and come t o  I l l i n o i s .  Sold the  
f u r n i t u r e  and everything. 

Q: Now, c a m  you . . . 
A: Still got one thing t h a t  my f a t h e r  took off of a Texas s t e e r  t h a t  I 
brought from Vermont.  here's a p a i r  of horns. 

Q: Descrfbe t h .  

A: They're big horns, m d  they are p r f e c d  i n  ahapa. I never had anything 
done only just  a l i t t l e  furniture pol ish  oq them. 

Q: And you've had them mounted i n  your houee a l l  these years? 

A: A l l  them years. Brought them from Vermont and they've been mounted 
a l l  the tfme. Every house we've had, they've always been up. 
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Q: How old would you say they are? 

A: I ' d  say they ' re  over a hundred years old because we've had them, I 
know, before I came to  I l l i n o i s .  I don't  know how long, but I 've  been i n  
I l l i n o i s  79 years now. So they a r e  c lose  to  over a hundred years old. But 
they are in perfec t  shape, and everybody likes them, 

Q: We'll have t o  take a p ic tu re  of them. 

A: I 've got  a p i c t u r e  of them. 

Q: That's r igh t .  Now why did your mother and you and your s i s t e r  decide 
t o  come t o  I l l i n o i s ?  

A: Well, we had an uncle i n  Petersburg by the  name of Jake Eisenberg, and 
he wanted my mother t o  come t o  Petersburg. And we came t o  Petersburg and 
couldn't f ind  a house. So, we found a house i n  Athens, rented a house i n  
Athens, and bought f u r n i t u r e  from Mott's Furniture Store,  which we s t i l l  
have most of yet ,  and s t a r t e d  housekeeping. 

Q: Do you remember how you traveled t o  Petersburg from V e m n t ?  

A: We traveled by t r a i n  a l l  the  way. 

Q :  Do you remember anything about i t ?  

A: I remember t ravel ing by t r a i n .  I remember ge t t ing  my f i r s t  buggy r i d e  
i n  Petersburg by Bexta Katzenstein. She had a horse and buggy and she gave 
me my f i r s t  ride ia I l l i n o i s .  ( laughter)  

Q: Now, you moved t o  Athens because you couldnlt  f ind  a house i n  
Petersburg. What do you remember about Athens? 

A: I remember ge t t ing  a shave for  t en  cents  and a ha i rcu t  for  f i f t y  cents .  

Q: Now about when was t h i s ?  

A: That was when I was--79 years ago. 

Q: So i t  would be about the tu rn  of the century? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Okay., 
t 

A: And could buy--back when I ran a b t cher  shop, I so ld  chuck s t eak  
fo r  ten writs a pound, and f o r  the  good st ak we got f i f t e e n  cents .  What 
they'd get for  r ibeye steaks,  we took the  ne out of the  r i b s  and ro l l ed  
them and sold them for  thrashing meat. 

i 
Q: Oh. Do you remember anything about the  s t o r e s  on Main S t r e e t  i n  Athens 
a t  the turn  of the  century? 
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A: You want the  name of them? 

Q: Y e s .  

A: Well, the re  wsa Myer SolensteS311s s t o r e ,  the re  was Seligmann's s t o r e ,  
and Hartz Brothers had a bakery next t o  Seligmann's, and the  post o f f i c e  
was next t o  Seligmann's. Then they come up the  s t r e e t  and the re  was 
C a n t r a l l t s  s t o r e ,  the re  was Boyd's s t o r e ,  there  was ~ e r g h e i m e r ' s  s to re .  

Q: Was t h a t  the  time of the  opera house? Was the opera house i n  Athens a t  
t h a t  time? 

A: Sure was. The opera house was there,  above there ,  They had a dance 
there  one night ,  and a fel low was drunk and he f e l l  out the  back door and 
never hur t  him a b i t .  Been anybody e l s e  i t  would have k i l l e d  him, 
( laughter)  

Q: What else do you remember about l i f e  i n  Athens? 

A: They had a policeman by the  name of Doug Trent. And they had robbers 
there  one night ,  and he shot  one of the  robbers. And they got  done, and 
they had a fel low i n  the  peni tent iary  and they caught them both. I don't  
want t o  t e l l  the name. 

Q: Okay. Was i t  a l o c a l  person? Do you remember any other  incidents? 
What kind of a town was i t  considered? 

A: Well, a t  t h a t  time they had two mines there ,  and they were working 
every day, p r a c t i c a l l y ,  and the re  was a l o t  of business there ,  Had a man 
carrying the mail from the  pos t  o f f i c e  t o  the  depot, which was about seven 
or  e igh t  blocks north. And they had a shipping pen there  next t o  t h e  
depot. They had an e leva to r ,  an o ld  e levator  the re  t h a t  B i l l  Harris ran 
and another e levator  e a s t  of Athens. Had a lumberyard e a s t  of Athens . = 

Q: Was Athens considered a mining town? 

A: B i l l  Barxs had an implement s t o r e  there ,  i n  Athens, which is  s t i l l  
there. There's nothing i n  i t ,  i t ' s  vacant. He's done a big business and 
Frank Howard had a Eeed s t o r e  next  t o  i t  and has done a big business i n  t h e  
Eeed business. 

Q: What do you remember of some of the  famil ies  t h a t  l ived i n  Athens a t  
t h a t  time? Can you t e l l  about any of them? 

A: Well, there was Jack Campbell and B i l l  Campbell. They run the  barber 
shop, and Joe Langston had a place where you bought cream, That 's where 
you're a t  nciw. 

Q: Yes. : Tell about some of these o ther  people who had s t o r e s  on Main 
S t r e e t ,  

A: Well, Can t ra l l  Brothers had a s tore .  You go up the  s t r e e t ,  next t o  i t  
Tom Hahn had a res tauran t  there ,  and he had an i c e  house back behind i t  
which they packed i c e  i n  it. There waa sa dust ,  they'd haul sawdust from 
the  sawmill, and . . . r 
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Q: Where did he g e t  t h e  Ice?  

A: Off the  pond, Haw's Pond, and Rankin'k Pond , . . 
Q: How did they g e t  i t ?  

A: [They'd] get about twelve-inch t o  fourteen-inch i c e ,  They cut  i t ,  it 
was sawed by hand, and they hauled i t  with teams t o  the ice house. 

Q: Then did it las t  a l l  summer? 

A: Oh, yes. It would last  a l l  summer. Packed i n  sawdust. It would keep 
good. 

Q: And did he se l l  i t  t o  people i n  town? 

A: Well . . . 
Q: Or use i t  i n  h i s  business? 

A: Y e s .  Sold t o  people. Most of i t  Tom Hahn used f o r  the  r e s t au ran t ,  and 
a f t e r  he q u i t  f i l l i n g  it,  I f i l l e d  i t  and used the  i c e  i n  the  butcher shop 
t o  keep meat. 

Q : Do you remember cu t  t ing  i ce?  

A: Surely do. Helped c u t  i t  many t i m e s .  

Q: Well, t e l l  about it. 

A: It was cold. You g e t  down on the  pond the re  and the  saw going, cu t t ing  
i t  by hand. What they've done now, took a week, two weeks t o  f i l l  an 
icehouse, Now they g e t  i t  overnight ,  

Q: Right. Okay, now we are still a t  the place where you had j u s t  moved t o  
Athens-we kind of got ahead of ourselves a l i t t l e  bit-and you a r e  t e l l i n g  
about what you remember about Main S t r e e t  and some of the  o ld  fami l ies .  DO 
you want t o  describe what your home was lib i n  Athens when you f i r s t  moved 
there? 

A: When I first moved there ,  I moved i n  t o  Athens, I moved over t o  the  
w e s t  end next t o  t h e  Catholic  Church. I had a house rented there ,  had a 
chicken house, kept chickens, had t h e i r  eggs. Mterwards we moved t o  
another houm the re ,  and then I had a milk cow, and they caw t o  the  house 
and bought milk, five cen t s  a quart .  And $t was b e t t e r  milk than we ge t  
today f o r  a d o l l a r  i n  a quart.  Eggs, I chpnk were ten  cen t s  a dozen then, 
b u t t e r  wats not over twenty cents a pound. 

Q :  What ,were some of the  th ings  t h a t  you @id t o  he lp  around the  house? 

A: I didn ' t  do mch t o  help around. I had a sister--she helped her  mother, 
and I didn ' t  da much t o  help around the  house. ~ i d n ' t  . . . 
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Q: Now was t h a t  about the  time when you . . . 
A: We had a base burner and once i n  a while t h a t  would go out  and I had t o  
d ig  the  coal  out and s t a r t  i t  over again. Then we f i n a l l y  put i n  a furnace 
and got off of t h a t  t rouble.  

Q: Yes. But you were helping earn  a l iv ing  a t  t h a t  time. Right? You 
were helping earn a l i v i n g  a t  t h a t  time? Even when you were a l i t t l e  boy. 

A: Always d id ,  

Q: Explain some of t h e  th ings  you did t o  help ea rn  a l i v i n g .  

A: Well, I always had a few run t  pigs,  The farmers would give me r u n t  
pigs and I 'd  feed them out. I 'd  buy shor t s  and feed them corn, and I had 
them i n  town, which they wouldn't l e t  you keep them there  now. And I sold 
them when they got  f a t ,  and they always . . . . The farmers were my f r iends .  
They would always bring me i n  a p ig  o r  c a l l  me up and 1 'd  go get them and 
then you'd go out . . . . I used t o  go out t o  John Evers and he had two 
daughters,  and they ra i sed  a l o t  of Plymouth Rock chickens. I ' d  go out  
the re  and g e t  chickens f i f t y  cen t s  a piece. Great big roos ters ,  and, then 
every f a l l  my mother had t o  have th ree  o r  four geese and f a t t e n  them, and 
we'd k i l l  them, and she'd make fea the r  beds and pillows out of the  f ea the r s  
and use the  f a t  f o r  cooking, and the  meat, we'd ea t .  That happened every 
f a l l  . , . 
Q: Now, you were p a r t  of the  small Jewish komwnity in Athens. Did you 
ever f e e l  t h a t  you were any d i f f e r e n t  from any of the  o the r  people i n  town? 

A: No, I didn ' t .  When I was a kid my mother s e n t  me t o  Sunday School a t  
the  Chr is t ian  Church, and I went t o  Sunday School the re  j u s t  the same as 
the  r e s t  of the  kids. There was no t rouble  whatever. 

Q: What do you remember most v iv id ly  about school, a f t e r  you went t o  
Athens? 

A: I s t a r t e d  t o  school,  I think,  i n  Athens, i f  I remember r i g h t ,  It was 
t he  f i f t h  grade, and I went on t o  school t~ the  e ighth  grade. I came i n  t o  
Spr ingf ie ld ,  went t o  Spr ingf ie ld  Business College one summer. That 's  a l l  
the  schooling I ever had. 

Q: Do you t h h k  t h a t  your l i f e  i n  Athens as a boy was any d i f f e r e n t  from 
the  o ther  boys t h a t  l ived  i n  Athens? 

A: I don't  think so. The boys a l l  l iked  me and the  g i r l s  l iked  me and . . , 
( laughter)  

Q: How came you d idn ' t  g e t  one of those g i r l s ?  (laughs) You never married, 

I 
r i g h t ?  

I A: I ' l l  t e l l  you why, 

I Q: All right. 

A: But not to  put over there.  
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Q: All r igh t .  Okay. (laughs) (tape recorder turned o f f )  

Q: But what were you doing when a l o t  of these boys were out  playing? 

A: Other boys were out playing and I was out helping some farmer carry  
water t o  a thrashing machine o r  something l i k e  tha t .  I f  I wasn't doing 
t h a t  I would go out and v i s i t  with them. 

Q: So you r e a l l y ,  from the  very beginning, were in te res ted  i n  farm l i f e ?  

A: Oh, yes! I always was in te res ted  i n  l ivestock,  horses and , . . 
Q: Now, how did you get  i n t o  the  l ives tock  business? 

A t  I just got  i n  the  l ives tock  business. I helped them dr ive  c a t t l e  and 
hogs. There's two brothers,  E l i  Sol tens te in  and Charles Sol tens te in ,  they 
had c a t t l e  yards r i g h t  across  the  house from me,  and I helped them s o r t  
c a t t l e  and hogs, and one th ing and another. 

Q: About how old  were you when you did that? 

A: Around f i f t e e n .  They never paid me anything, but then I got my 
experience from them. I g o t  a l o t  of experience from Charles Sol tens te in  
because he handled horses and mules. H e  used to  go t o  Lincoln and Atlanta 
and buy horses and mules. They would de l ive r  them to  Will iamsvil le  and 
then I had t o  go from Athens, r i d e  a pony, and lead the  horses and mules t o  
Athens. I'd ge t  them about th ree  o'clock and they'd be wore out ,  and i t  
was j u s t  l i k e  driving a wagon. Get them t o  go. 

Q: And you would dr ive  them from Williamsville t o  Athens? 

A: Lead them. Lead them. 

Q: Lead them--from Will iamsvil le  t o  Athens? Then what did you do with 
them? 

A: mrnecl them i n t o  the  mule pen. He had a mule pen there. Mules and 
horses, put i n  box stalls.  

Q: Yes. And then they . . . . was t h a t  to  t rade  and s e l l ?  

A: Ele would feed t h e  mules and then ship  them t o  S t .  Louis. Fed a l o t  of 
mules. Fed twenty o r  twenty-five mules, put them all together i n  one big 
shed he had there  and fed them a l l  corn and o a t s  and bran. And got them 
f a t  and then skipped them by r a i l  t o  S t .  Lguis. 

E 
I 

Q: Y e s .  Aad you th ink that is  what inf l jeqced you t o  go i n t o  the  c a t t l e  
and horse buoiness? 

A: Yes. That was my--I go t  a l o t  of help by helping them. 

Q: How did you happen t o  become a butcher? 
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A: I learned t h a t  from George Lomino. I worked f o r  him f o r  th ree  d o l l a r s  
a week f o r  two years and he learned m e  how t o  cu t  meat and k i l l  calves. 

Q: About how old were you when you did tha t?  

A: About s ix teen  years old,  seventeen. 

Q: And how long did you work f o r  him? 

A: Two years. I q u i t  and came t o  Spr ingf ie ld  and made a deal  with 
Gebhardt-Bricks on F i f t h  S t r e e t  t o  take my calves. I 'd go out and buy a 
calf--you could buy a calf a t  t h a t  t i m e  for  t en  d o l l a r s ,  two hundred pound 
ca l f  f o r  a n ickel  a pound. I 'd  sh ip  them in by r a i l ,  k i l l  them the  n ight  
before and ship  them i n  next  morning, t en  o'clock on the  t r a i n  t o  him. 

Q: Would t h a t  be coneidered custom butchering? 

A: I don't th ink  so. 

Q: No. 

A: J u s t . .  . 
Q: That was j u s t  business between you and t h a t  one person? 

A: Yes. 

Q: A l l  r i g h t ,  then, what changed your l i f e  a t  t h a t  time? 

A: Well, I j u s t  kept ge t t ing  a l i t t l e  bigger--buying and more stuff and 
ge t t ing  a l i t t l e  older ,  and . . . 
Q: What happened when the F i r s t  World War came along? 

A: First World War, I had t o  sel l  out.  I had a sale and sold  my horses 
and sold my c a t t l e ,  and I had two awful good riding horses I had, had t o  
sell, and I had a house t h e r e  i n  Athens. 1 traded i t  off f o r  f o r t y  ac res  
of ground. I had another  building the re  where the  post  o f f i c e  is  now and 
t h a t  was a l o t ,  and I had the  building next t o  it  that the  Catholics  owned. 
I traded that for a hundred and fo r ty ,  f i f ty-nlne  acres of ground. 

Q: Where was that? 8 

A: South of Athens, 

Q: So before you went t o  the war, you became a landowner? 

A: I didp1.r b v e  that land. I had f o r t y  4crer  ms a l l .  

Q: Oh. 

A: Well, I had f o r t y  acres ,  then I bought a hundred and forty--sixty ac res  
from Charley.Watt jo in ing it. I had two hundred acres before I went t o  the  
w a r .  Then when I came back, I traded f o r  t h i s  o the r  land. 

S 
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Q :  T e l l  how the  war affec ted  your l i f e .  

A: Well, I was--I had blood poisoning i n  my hand and was l a i d  up for  s i x  
months. Then they made me supply sergeant  and I was supply sergeant the  
rest of the  time I was i n  the  war. 

Q: Where were you? 

A: In Fort Tauten, New York, and I w a s  there  a l l  the time t h a t  I was i n  
the  war. My s i s t e r  came t o  New York, she stayed c lose  by. 

Q :  Where was your mother a t  t h a t  time? 

A: Mother had passed away before I went t o  war. 

Q: So were you i n  New York a l l  of the  time during the  war? 

A: New York a l l  t h e  time during the  war. 

Q: How long was tha t?  

A: One year. 

Q: So then what happened when the  war was over? 

A: When the war was over--they discharged m e ,  going t o  discharge me, but 
they sent  me to  Chicago. And from Chicago they sent  m e  to  Rock Is land,  
discharged me up the re  and then sent me back t o  Chicago, from Chicago they 
sent  me down to  Springfield.  (laughs) I was c lose r ,  c lose r  when I was i n  
Chicago t o  home than I was (laughs) where they sent  m e  t o  be discharged, 

Q: A l l  r i gh t .  Where d i d  you take up then, when you got  back t o  Athens 
a f t e r  the  war? 

A: When I come back I went t o  board with Mrs. Churchill. She ran  the  
ho te l  there.  

Q: In Athens? 

A: In Athens, there ,  I boarded with her I know f o r  a while. Then I couldn't 
find no house and came t o  Springfield and rented a house, and I went back 
and for th .  F i r s t ,  I went back and f o r t h  on the  t r a i n  and then I went and 
bought an automobile and drove back and for th .  

? 

Q: What ma your business, then a f t e r  t h d  war? f f 

A: 1 w e 4 t  ttii doing business j u s t  t h e  s B ever. I went t o  buying some 
c a t t l k .  'I h+d a man on the  place, and I came back, he had B hundred 
and some odd bo s. My neighbor, John ~irkls,  he had about fo r ty  he wanted 
t o  ship, and fad about f o r t y  due t o  go. So, we put them together and 
took them up t o  Athens, and we was going to  ship  them. B i l l  Powell offered 
us twenty-two and a half  cents  fo r  them, and we j u s t  sold them t o  him. I 
kept my others  about two o r  three  weeks and shipped them t o  St.  Louis, they 
brought s ix teen  and a quarter .  
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Q: What are some of the  things you've learned from the c a t t l e  business? 

A: Well, I learned a l o t  from the  c a t t l e  business. I bought c a t t l e  one 
t i m e  i n  Kansas City, n i c e  steers. I bought three  hundred and I gave two 
and a half--at the  s t a r t .  I bought e ighty  c a t t l e  and I wound up--I had 
th ree  hundred, and I gave three t e n  f o r  one load of choice c a t t l e  weighing 
e igh t  hundred which I had an order fo r ,  and a f r iend of mine out the re  had 
twenty-five shorthorn cows. He wanted t o  e e l 1  me a l l  day and I t o l d  him I 
didn ' t  want no cows, I was buying steers. And a t  eleven o'clock I saw him 
and he wanted me t o  go look a t  h i s  cows. I went down t o  h i s  pen and looked 
a t  his cows and I said, "What do you want fo r  them?" And he says, "I want 
two cents  a pound," I s a i d ,  "Would you take a d o l l a r  ninety fo r  them?" 
And he sa id ,  "No, I 've got t o  have two cents  ." I says, "1 'm going to  buy 
the cows ." 
I weighed the cows and they weighed f i v e  hundred and seventy-two pounds, 
and they cos t  twelve d o l l a r s  a head l a i d  down a t  Andrew. Had a man working 
f o r  us, he wanted some cows and I t o l d  him I 'd  s e l l  them f o r  f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s  
a head. "NO, ha l f  of them w i l l  die." I says,  hey can a l l  d ie ,  they 
won't cos t  anything." So I turned them i n  the  pas ture  south of Can t ra l l  
where the  coal  mine is, o r  was, I had a pasture, two pastures rented there.  
And I put them in the re  and I had them about th ree  o r  four  weeks. A man 
came up the re  and wanted t o  buy twenty cows. I sa id ,  "I've got twenty-f ive  
cows 1'11 sel l  you f o r  twenty-f i v e  d o l l a r s  a head .I1 He says, "I'd l i k e  to  
go look a t  them." Went out  and looked a t  them and he bought them. 

He had them--he to ld  me before he came he had a hundred and f o r t y  ac res  of 
corn stalks, and a hundred ac res  of bean stubble and twenty acres  of clover 
stubble,  but he d idn ' t  have no money. I says, "1'11 furnish  some money. 
I'll sel l  them t o  you fo r  twenty-five d o l l a r s  a head." And he had them 
three weeks, and he so ld  them t o  a man by the name of Zed Linton i n  
Springfield here fo r  th i r ty- f  ive d o l l a r s  a head. He kept them two weeks, 
sold them to  Barney Cons t an t ino  f o r  s i x  and a half cents ,  and weighed them 
a t  the  stockyards. They weighed over eight hundred, a t  six and a half  
cents  a pound, and when I bought them they weighed f i v e  hundred and 
seventy-two. You can imagine them . . . 
Q: Oh, so that's one of the p a r t s  of the  c a t t l e  business. T e l l  another 
kind of a c a t t l e  s tory .  

A: Well, the  f i r s t  c a t t l e  I bought, I was running a butcher shop, and a 
man by the  name of Marion Wells from Salisbury ca l led  me. Said he had a 
steer t h a t  broke h i s  l eg  and he wanted me t o  came ge t  him and butcher him. 
I went over there and he s t i l l  had twenty-five of the  f a t  cattle--they were 
yearlings-which the re  wasn't very many people fed--they always fed bigger 
c a t t l e .  tIe wanted t o  sel l  them t o  me. I never bought any c a t t l e  t o  ship ,  
and so he'wasted nine  cen t s  a pound, and I f i n a l l y  bought them. 

I took them the  following week and we weighed them and drove them t o  Bradford 
Stat ion,  and shipped them t o  Chicago. I went up with them t o  Chicago, and 
a man by the  name of Ballard had two loads of beef c a t t l e .  They was guessing 
which cat t le ,  what my c a t t l e  would bring,  and what h i s  c a t t l e  would bring,  
and they thought h i s  ca t t le  would bring a d o l l a r  under mine. So 1 went up 
with them in  the  t r a i n .  He did too. My c a t t l e  came down the re  and some 
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fel low from the east was the re  and followed them down. He wanted to  buy 
them, and he offered t e n  cent8 a pound fo r  them. The commission man to ld  
m e  he might get a quar ter  more i f  he kept them, but I sa id ,  "Just  sel l  the  
ca t t le ."  So I sold the  c a t t l e  and they went t o  the  sca les .  ~ a l l a r d ' s  
c a t t l e  stayed the re  till about three o'clock and they brought ten,  f i f t e e n ,  
j u s t  f i f t e e n  cents  a hundred more than my c a t t l e .  And he took a shr ink on 
them. 

Q: Did you consider t h a t  a good deal? 

A: Well, i t  didn ' t  c o s t  so m c h  t o  sh ip  them i n  them t i m e s ,  and they made 
a l i t t l e  money. Didn't make very much, but a l i t t l e  p r o f i t  t o  me a t  t h a t  
t i m e  was a big p r o f i t  because I didn ' t  have no money, and I had c r e d i t .  I 
could pay f o r  them, t h e  bank would pay f o r  them f o r  m e ,  so I made a l i t t l e  
money. I j u s t  thought I was ge t t ing  along. 

Q: T e l l  what your biggest  c a t t l e  deal  was. Can you remember that? 

A: Yes. My biggest c a t t l e .  I went t o  Springfield Marine Bank and asked 
them i f  they'd loan me some money. That was i n  1932 when i t  was hard 
times, and I didn ' t  t e l l  them how much I want because I d idn ' t  know. So, I 
went t o  S t .  Louis, and I bought th ree  carloads of cattle--£ i f  ty  i n  a car--all 
shorthorn c a t t l e  weighing six hundred, a t  four cents  a pound. And I walked 
up the l i n e  t o  another commission company, and I thought of s e l l i n g  my 
c a t t l e  t h a t  I bought. A s  i t  was, I didn' t .  He s a i d ,  " ~ o u l d  you buy them?" 
And I sa id ,  "What do you want f o r  them?" And he sa id ,  "Four cents  a pound.'' 
So I had th ree  hundred c a t t l e  bought, and they a l l  belonged t o  one man but 
they s p l i t  them. They were a l l  red and r o w s .  The f i r s t  c a t t l e  they found 
out  I ' d  bought were th ree  hundred. F i r s t  the  c d s s i o a  company thought I 
was buying too many c a t t l e ,  they ca l led  the  bank t o  see i f  I could pay f o r  
them. Well, I 'd  made arrangements t o  pay for  them, but I didn ' t  make 
arrangements t o  pay f o r  th ree  hundred c a t t l e !  I shipped them home and I 
sold one man a hundred and f i v e  of them cattle a t  f i v e  cents  a pound, and 
drwe them from Sherman t o  Buffalo. That was an awful dr ive;  I wouldn't 
t r y  t h a t  again. F i l l e d  t h e  road with c a t t l e .  There wasn't no automobiles 
a t  tha t  time to bother you, though. That was the biggest  c a t t l e  deal  I 
th ink I ever had. 

Q: Did ypu come out w e 1 1  on tha t?  

A: Yes, they a l l  made money. 

Q: Yes. What did tb depression do t o  thf catt le  business? 

A: Depression? I n  1932 the re  were so man c a t t l e  and I had no water and 
no feed for them and I had t o  sell them. 1 t -was a "have to" case t o  sel l  
them. In the west, they had no feed, had Po grass ,  and water o r  s tarvat ion.  

Q: What did t h a t  do t o  your business? 

A: Didn't bother me any because they had water and feed up here. Didn't 
have too much, but then . . . 












