
Preface 

B. mid M c G r U y  WEIS born and raised in central Illinois, he 
a in hisby in 1976 frcx~ Westesn Illhis U n i ~ ~ ~ " $ i t y .  He 

has been enplayed as a teacher at IllicpoLis aTD #12 s h e  his  
graduation. Mt. McCz&hy recently mnpletd his MA dqree at smgamm 
State University in history. H i s  -is tapic was the smgamn 
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Readam of the oral  history m i r  aIwuld bear in m h d  that it is a 
t.ransmipt of the spoken word, and h t  the intervi-, narrator and 
editor sought to p m  the info&, cammati- style that is 

in such himiad soumes. Sasrgamrm Stateuniversity is not 
respcasible for the factual acxxlracy of the ~remh, nor for views 
~ t h e r e i n ; ~ ~ u r e f o r t h e r e a d e r t o j ~ .  

Pre manuscript may be read, quoted ard cited freely. It may not be 
inwhole or in part by anymans, e ldmnic  o r m w h n i d ,  

without *in in writing Aem the oral History Office, SEnqamcn 
State Unwemity, sprinsfield, I l lh i s  62794-9243. 
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Dora Welch, Jcvluary 2, 1990. 

8: Dora, cculd you tell us a little bit abazt yrxlr&elf, your 

A: We rn wmWq w i t h  live shell, afraid of sparks, etc. They 
&dntt let us have arrything l i ke  that out cm the l h ,  we changed 
cl* arrd we wwm in uniform. Little old -1- mslin uniforms 
a n d e r u r c l ~ w a s l ~ i n . t h e ~ h r J u s e .  

Q: The in the metal than was mybe setting off an explosim? 
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A: I stppme, they did dumber gauge the ahells d they had one 
exgerience the shell b l m d  and killed a m. 

Q: was a t  m the line you VmrM an? 

A: Yes, but not my shift .  It was m the line Wt it didnlt ham 
when I was workhq, nhiclh 1% glad of, that Is horrible. 

Q: W a s  a t  the only tin2 that arrybody got hurt that ycru )acrw of? 

A: I beliwe so, it was pretty fortunate. rZrere m.s htmxdxm in 
use than, thq  canre out frosn Sprwield a Decatur axl hauled people 
atd car pools all the the. And as I told y c ~ z  we drawed cents 
an ham and we had to buy bends ard  things was raticmed lib coffee 
and hcun and gasoline so we CQUldnlt go -lace. And one time I 
wrhd five w&w, eight ad twelve h#urs a day and it was hard work 
but we just got Wd to it. 

Q: Were Ule twelve-hour days c a m m  or nmt of the t h  it was eight 
hcnms? 

A: No, he never farmad, he was raisd as a farmer but when he maried 
~ h e h a d n o t r a d e s o w e j u r s t d c m ~ ~ y a u c c s l l d g e t .  

Q: Do you hlieve that yaur experiences working at the war plant had 
any effect on the futuremrkthat ycru did? 

A: Y s s ,  be on the. We pmhd a time c l e .  I wwrked two years and 
nwermimedaday. 

Q: I mean the thirrgEl yuu did at themrplant, did that help y w  in 
jaba that yau had l a w  
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A: t9ry yes, because a lot of the yourrger fellas was in the service, 
ycru -0  

A: Yes, I think abwt ten or fiftem minutes in the mrning and in 
theaftemma. 

Q: W a s  .unSre arry sick days, did yau get sick days? 

A: No, no nathiq like that that I - of, no. 
A: That's right, vie a time c l d .  We just learned to do like 
theruleswasandwegotalourg. 

Q: Wre there a lot  of ml-, ycru CQUldnlt wear n&al and . . . 



A: Y e s .  

Q: D o y w e r v a r ~ ~ ~ a b a u t u n i d z i n g t h e m h  
bhm you - out at the plant? Having a union? 

A: Ckr it just: bocrmed of cc~llrrse, just bOCPnBd. The stme, it 
was really a tcrwn. As I say, when m a t i a n  h m e a e d  that 
much, an awful lot of trailers. q l e  &d put f a x  trailers in 
their yards and just anyplace to live, you kmw. As I say lived 
in attics and in and meryWkg. All you needd was a 
stave & bed aml a table. 

Q:  id y c ~ z  rent out arry of your space a t  your hmse? 

A: No, we was cmsideritq it but to get the trailers in you had to 
have a builw for la- and such. Of owrse we didn't have too 
mch nmmy so we didn't get in to it. But nrarry did. 

Q: Hm many restaurants m 'there in 11liopolis durirq the t h  the 
plant was in w t i m ?  

,Q: They had n caf-ia on each line mere? 
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Q: Isaw about gas statim~, haw r m q  gas stations were there? 

Q: Were there any other facilities or ImsineEises that apeslRd up after 
ule plant got stmkd? 

Q: So you mked at a lat of different lines? 

A: No, I stayed nrostly on line #l. 

Q: So the lines an the northside were numbred? 

A: They was line #1, line #2, and #4 and ea&ody that worked on line 
#4 would be Pony G r a w ,  he was on line #4 but I wars line #1 moe3t of 
the time In final assembly. Once in a while we wuuld have go dcrwn 
wheretbymeltedtheTNThitIdidn'twantdwntherebecauseit 
turned W -1- hair yellw, it kxrned their f '  s p l l m  and 
their  kin d I didn't ]mar h t  it warld do to ycruykayed away 
f r a m i t a s ~ a s 1 m d . d .  
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A: No, I danlt, 

Q: What about w h m  they did close Ule plant duwn, EIS it just ljks 
me day they em in arrd said that ycru viere all laid off? 

A: It was the d of the war, then 1 think it was inZuguk of 1945, 
then WB mm just d h h s d ,  we wasn't fired. just qui t ,  yau m. 

Q: So laid off would be the mrd? 

A: Laid off, because houses was just built for five and 
t h e w a r f i n b h e d a h d w e ~ j u s t d i r s m i s s e d , w e w a s n ' t f ~ .  

Q: Did the staff areas have military pmmml stay- in them or was 
it mostly civilian m? 
A: civilian pamamd I think. 

A: -1 he workad drrwn there for awhile. 

A: Yes. 

Q: The vhole plant was fenad, is Wt right? mze there fences all 
arouxl the plant? 



Q: Did yau ever have oocasion to visit the plant hocspital? 

A: No, I didn't. 

A: No, I didn't have to take a pl'pical. 

A: J b t  put in an application I believe. 

Q: Did you hwe to have an mid 

Q: Be* a resident of Ill ipolis ,  haw did the cmmmity here feel 
aboutmway.plant:frcmsayinthaaarly&pwhesri twasfirst-  
camideration? 

Q: What abart the pecrple that weren't fanners that lived here in 
tcrwn, matdidtheymalxut thep lant?  
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Q: What about the rama3er of pecrple tshat vmrW at a plant 
f K a m  Illiapolis? Ib p u  think that half the people hem in tQwn went 
to work olrt there or a quarter of the pcple or do yau have any kjnd 
of J L d s a h u w ~ ~ l e h e r e i n t a w n ~ M t h e r e ?  

A: I just believe I'd be safe in say* half of the people went, 
arrybody that muld work, older people or y a q c z  -let anyb&y that 
was eligible went, yes. 

A: Seventy cents an hour and than we had to use payroll deduction 
baxb. Thisisjustpersanaltoym, IsawdupUree- 
dollars in just a short time. Because CQUldnlt go arry place you 
couldn't buy mkhhg. All yau did was eat and sleep. 

Q: That was quite a b i t  of mney back them I guess, three thowan3 
dollars? 

A: It felt pretty nice too. 

Q: Were there arry facilities for the mrkers to stay an the plant 
site, like a dormitory or ;unr kird of hcruEibq for wor- crut tAere 
thatyaukrwrwof? 

A: No dmlitories, I don't recall of ary. 

Q: What ebmt working -, mre any daycare facilities for 
people who had children? 

A: Yes, I told you, right dcrwn hare at the end of Matildm Street, 
this is Bt i lda  out here, right dam here at the wd of Matilda where 
yazwouldgo right is 36 andgo leftyuugoto 72 whic thwam' t  there 
then. But right a- the road ms a huge l a w  and they took care 
of the little children. 

A: Y e s ,  it was a m e c k l  right with the plant. 

A: Yea;, aur little unifcrrm was fwnhhd. It was just  a w i e c e  
unbleached muslin suit that we wore. 



Q: Do ycru ln#rw of arry rematian a t  was plant-& at the plant, like 
did they have a softball league or did they have a dancirq club or any 
k i n d o f ~ t h a t t h e ~ ~ d i d m . t h s i r m o r t h r c l r r p l t h e p l a n t l  

A: Not that I recl2111 out there, no. 

Q: so mostly they didn't have t h  for reamation? 

A: No. 

A: W w a s q u c k a s t h a t t h e y h a d t o g e t a u t W t h a t U d h a v e b e e n  
a m q  bsses, us worm didn't 3mcrw about it. 

A: @i yes. 

Q: -ides me seamhes f o r m ,  what other safety. . . 

Q: were there a lot of mincrl:iti&s that wrked at the plant? Were 
mEm9 nrarry bl- that bmrU3d W? 

A: yes. 

a: mat kindX of jabs did thay have? 



A: Well frjorksd right w i t h  us. 

Q: What abozrt dur- the war, do yau remnhr a of black 
that wem cm the plant site for a mid of a q l e  of -? They 
were bivomcked there m the northside I believe and h l w d  in 
pmcticing of shell hardlirsg. ycru - a t ?  

A: No I dcra't. (pause) 

A: If they was I c'2w11t believe I 3axklled abcrut i t ,  it cauld very well 
have been thaugh. There was a lot wmnt on we wasn't told. 

Q: of a lo t  of secrecy arcrclnd then? 

A: Yea. 

Q: cculdyrrutellmeabaztthepaPoedurewhentheplarrt~ 
dismntled? Y c r u h a d ~ t m d t h a t a t t h e e n d o f t h e w a r t h e ~ ~  
mre laid off and then what became of the plant facil it ies and the 
site, do ycru remmber that, being a rr8siident of Illiapolis? 

A: They- tore dam, lxrt not ths staff area but thcxe hcnzses 
was sold privately. When they rvnrre in and took the fanner's lard m y  
they just had to locate at a different place, have a sale and get rid 
of the 1i- and amymhg. 

Q: ~ i d ~ o f t h s f ~ c c ~ n e ~ t o ~ i r l a n d ~ t h e p l a r r t  
called? 

A: Yes, ny bmther-in-law, w e l l  that would be att: here two mile west 
of I l l i ~ l i s  rn the En. Pulaski. R G d ,  that was callad the Wel* Road 
a t c n e t l m e a n d h e ~ s l o h a p W ~ h e g u t ~ l a n d b a c k t l n a t h e g o t  
dam and M it. 
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A: They had nvwed to Riverton at the time, in terwn you just had to 
locate wfierwrer yau cwuld. 

m of side One, Tape one 

Q: What abart the line .that ran to WA line, or the railmad lines 
that ran to egch p3ductim line? 

Q: I nmn for the finiE33sd pmduct, like for the alrells? They  WEE 
hauled may in railmad cars. 

Q: They didn't have the l i t t l e  ut i l i ty e r g h  or whatever like they 
dorm,  so~hadtomuvethasetrainc~lrsbyI . leuld?  

Q: So ym had a lo t  of different jabs at the plank? 

A: Well tiha-, yes. The Jeep waa a big old battery aperated 
thing. 

A: It wis a very rairry snmnaer m A  was built i n  1941 ard arq&a?y that 
could drive mils was help- build because it had to be done 
~getirYtoprOdX1Ctimandwemrealitt le~hdge.  
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Q: Sam people have to nre that the plant: caused prable~rrs 
among families scsnetimes w i t h  friction between husbrds anl wives. 
Was that a ccar~uwn thiq? 

A: Yes, I muld say so, ~ ~ ~ r s e  the lmwm all gone arvd t h  wcmm 
were crazy for the nm and ths wife, when the huEiband was in the 
~iew1.s. ~hythsnwi f erwshmldrrJupwi th tvhDRler theywa l ldge t  
acquaintedartatthewarplantandmntfrrrmthere, y c r u ~ h a w t h a t  -- goes- 

A: No, I can't at the nmmt  as I say that was a l c q  time ago. 

a: okay, thank ycru d I m t e  p u K  help. 

A: Well I hcqe I've helped you a little bit. 

En3 of Side TklD, Tape One 


