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George Weber, October 22, 1972, Nauvoo, Illinois.

William Ortman, Interviewer.
When and where were you born?
I was born in Sonora Township, on the 19th of September, 1886.

Q
A
Q: [In] 1886, that would make you how old now?
A: Eighty-six.

Q

: Eighty-six, you look about twenty years younger. What do you attribute
that to?

A: Good life.

Q: Good life, what about your parents, you say you were born in Sonora
Township, is that right?

A: Yes.

Q: How do you spell Sonora? S-0-N-O-R-A? I think it is, right?
A: Yes,

Q: Okay. Your parents lived out there and they lived on a farm?
A: My father was born in Keokuk, Iowa and my mother was born in Sonora
Township

Q: The size of your family, how many people?

A: There were four children, three boys and a girl.

Q: Three boys and a girl. Were you the youngest or the oldest?
A: I'm the second one. Do you want the names of them?

Q: Yes, fine.

A: James, my oldest brother, and then George.

Q: Then you.

A: Yes. And then Minnie.
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M~I-N-N-I-E?
Yes. And one brother Albert.
Your parents then were in farming?

Farmed all their lives, yes. I was raised on a farm.
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What's the difference in the farming operations, what happened in the
past when the people farmed?

A: Well, it is about as different now as daylight and dark.
Q: What occurred on a farm at that period?

A: Well, we farmed with horses, milked cows, and raised hogs back in the
horse and buggy days. We was born there in Sonora Township and afterwards
when I was two weeks old my mother came down to her father's place, James
Ogden, and my father went out to Sutton, Nebraska. He worked out there
two years. And he come back from there and bought a farm three miles
west of Ferris. We lived there twelve years. I went to Eagle School
House to school.

Q: Eagle, E-A-G-L-E?

%?

Yes. I went through the first grades, you know, there, But that's
only place I ever went to school.

I see. Okay. James Ogden. O-G-D-E-N?

Yes, that's right,

And Sutton, S-U-T-T-0-N, Nebraska?

Yes.

Okay, and Eagle School is like I say E-A-G-L-E.

Yes.

And you went from say first to sixth or something in that school?
I went up through the eighth grade there.

You went through the first eight grades?
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Yes.

Q: Okay. So that would put you roughly about maybe twelve or thirteen
years old, something like that. What was going on when you were twelve
or thirteen in this area?

A: Oh, we had parties and then dances afterwards. After we left there,
why we moved down to my grandfather's place. My father sold that place




George Weber 3

and we moved down there and he lived with us. After he passed away why
my dad bought the home place fram the rest of the heirs and then we lived
there, brothers and I lived there and worked at home until we were twenty-

one years of age.

Q: Okay. And the grandfather's place is the home where the sale barn is
out here, the Woodsworth? Is this the home you're speaking of?

A: No, that was my mother's place.
Q: Oh, I see.
A: And the other is my father's place.

Q: Okay. Where was your grandfather's place you moved to that you were
speaking of just now?

A: The big rock house, my grandfather built that place.

Q: What year would he have approximately built that home?

A: He built that, they quarried the rock one year, him and his two
oldest boys quarried it down in Sonora Township along the river. The
next year they dug the basement and laid up the cellar. There is a big
art cellar there. It's sixteen steps down and then that winter they
quarried the rocks for the house. The next year they built the house,
they moved into it and my grandmother lived there one year and passed
away. Dad was fourteen years old then. (tape stopped)

Q: You were born then 1886 in Sonora Township and you told me a minute
ago in the old Forney, F-O-R-N-E-Y, place, is that right?

A: Forney.

Q: Forney. And you lived there about two or three weeks or months
right?

A: Two weeks,

Two weeks and then you moved.

My dad had a sale.

You had a sale, do you mean an auction sale?

Yes.

A

And then you moved, is this where you moved to . . .

A: I come down to grandmother's place with my mother and stayed there
for two years.

Q: This is which house?
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A: That is the house where the sale barn is today, the old Jim Ogden
place.

Q: O-G-D-E-N, right?

A: Yes,

Q: This is the one vwhere the Wintworth barn is today, that home that is
standing there?

A: That's right.

Q: And, for purposes of clarification on this tape that is about a mile
or so from Jim City or thereabouts.

A: It's about three miles from Nauvoo, two miles and a half from Nauvoo.

Q: Two miles and a half. Okay. You're living there at that point, how
long did you live there?

A: Two years.
Q: Two years and you moved fram there about 1888, then.

A: My father bought a farm three miles west of Ferris and we lived there
for twelve years and I started to school.

Q: That's the Eagle School we talked about.

A: The Eagle School. I went there, the only school I ever went to was
there. I went through the eighth grade and then we moved down back in
Sonora Township, On the old Gabriel Weber farm where my dad bought that
from the heirs then.

Q: Is that the big stone home?

A: The big stone home on the blacktop.

Q: Okay. Now we're caught up right to where we were, fine. You lived
there how many years?

A: Well, I stayed there until I was twenty-one years old, and then I
left there on the twenty-sixth day of December and went to . . .

Q: What year would that have been?
That was in . . .
About 19077
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No, it was 1906. On the twenty-sixth day of December I left there
and went to Gilmore, Oklahoma.
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Q: Okay. What did you do in Oklahoma now?

A; Well, I homesteaded down there and while I was on the homestead I
worked on a ranch. I worked on the old W. T. Hughs ranch out of Clayton,
Mexico.

Q: W. T.?

A: Hughs.

Q: H-U-G-H-S?

A: Yes. He run about 10,000 head of cattle. I was in the roundup crew,
there was twenty-three of us. There was a cook, a foreman, a flunky and
the rest were cowpunchers.

Q: What did you do? Were you a cowpuncher?

A: Yes, I rode the range.

Q: I see now, you say that this was in New Mexico or he was from New
Mexico?

A: No, I went there and worked for him out of Clayton, New Mexico. That
was about thirty-five miles from where my homestead was.

Q: Very close then, right?

A: Yes,

Q: Tell me about your homestead.

A: Well, you bad to build a shack on it, you had to break out ten acres,
and you had to live there one, you had to be there one night a month for
fourteen months. Then you could commune on it and pay a dollar and a
quarter an acre, which I did.

Q: How many acres were involved.

A: One hundred sixty-eight acres, the government gave you one hundred
sixty-eight acres and bet you that you couldn't live there that long.

Q: Did you fool them?
A: Yes,
Q: Did you see a lot of people in your vicinity that didn't?

A: Oh, there was a lot of homesteaders there. They lived in sod houses
and some frame houses and everything.

Q: What year, this would have been about 1906.
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A: That was in 1907.
Q: [In] 1907.
A: Yes.

: This was a large area that was being homesteaded at that time or
fairly small area?

A: It was in Cimarron County, Oklahoma, that west strip that run out
between Kansas and Texas.

Q: Is this called Cimarron Strip?

A: Cimarron Strip, yes. It was about five miles from the Cimarron
River.

Q: What were some of the things that happened there, do you have any
funmy or humorous experiences in homesteading?

A: Yes, we did. Our neighbors would meet and chat with one another, we
hauled water first, three miles. Had to haul it off our ranch well that
was out in the prairies there. We would haul it in barrels and set it on
the side of the house and let it cool off. (laughter)

Q: How did the ranchers that were there in that time period . . .

A: They had pretty well moved out and fenced their own land off then.
And the ranchers didn't like the homesteaders too good but then they
finally got along with them anyway.

Q: Did you have any problems with them?

A: No, not a bit.

Q: What about sheep ranchers?

A:

There was some of them over west of us there in the hill land but not
much. The cattlemen and the sheepmen didn't run together.

No big incidents?
Nol
Were there any Indian reservations there?

No, not in there.

e T e R

So you didn't have any experience with Indian reservations in this
area?

A: No, in Boy City, Oklahoma, they had a town site company there in
1907, in the fall of 1907 they opened up a town site company there., A
big ocutfit did and they sold lots. There wasn't a house in the place.
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There was a windmill there with a big tank of water and people come and
dipped it out with tin cups. And they had a dance floor, they lasted for
three days. They had the dance music there and danced and oh, they just
had a big time. There was people there, there was covered wagons and
tents, that's all you could see,

Q: What brought this on, just the idea this land . . .

A: Sell lots for that Boy City and now it's a town of about six or seven
thousand people.

That's Boy, B-0-Y?
Boy City.

Like a boy?

Yes, that's right.
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This is the time period of 1907 and we have got you in some kind of a
house What kind of a house did you build out there?

A: I built an eight by ten. (laughter) Yes, just a shack. I had a bed
and a little old laundry stove in there and that was about the size of it
and a wooden table.

Q: Did you come back one day a month and during this time you were
working on the ranch down . ., .

A: Yes, I'd ride in, stay all night, horseback and be around on the
fence riding or something and then a couple of us would ride over to stay

all night.

Q: How did they have a way of checking to find out if you actually
stayed there overnight?

A: I don't know.
You just wanted to do in case somebody might contest it.
Nobody ever bothered with anything about it.

I see, how long were you out there?

I

I was out there about three year, a little over three years,

Q: Okay., I've got down here at this point then that during this job and
we add three to seven we come up with ten that you married about 1910, is
that right?

A: No.

Q: Oh, 1910. I've got something down here for 1910, now what would that
have been?
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A: I ran a livery barn in Nauvoo.

Q: Okay. That's what it is. You came back to Nauvoo in 1910, is that
right?

A: I came back to Nauvoo and then I bought Pat McGuire out in 1910. I
ran that livery barn and then I sold it out and in 1911 I went to North
Dakota, Minot, North Dakota.

Q: Minot, M-I

A: N-O-T.

Q: Okay, let's go back just briefly. What happened to your homestead?
A: I sold it six, eight, ten years afterwards.

Q: And you came out with a little profit on this?

A: Not much, getting better but it never went down.

Q: You were sorry you did?

A: Oh no, I had a lot of fun.

Q: You're back here in 1910, with the livery barn you bought from Pat

MeGuire, that would be M-C-G-U-I-R-E?

A: 1 guess, something like that.

Q: Was he an older man that had it for quite a while?
Ch no, he was a man, he married Mima Kelly out here.
Mima?

No, Harold Bush's mother-in-law,

I don't know who that would be.

Mame Kelly. They live over here.

1 see.

A A T A -

He went over in Iowa and started a livery barn in West Point, Iowa,
and he died over there.

Q: Where was this livery barn located?

A: Right here this side of Canazairo's Store back in there, they always
set right about in front there. There was two saloons in there.

Q: Where the store is, now that building?
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A: Right on this side of it.
Q: Right where Steve Kelly's old garage is?

A: That's right. No, the livery barn was back behind. Steve Kelly's
garage was there, that was the old saloon.

Q: I see. The building that burned?

A: And that brick building that burned down to that there was a tavern,
Limp's Tavern.

Q: Whose tavern?

A: Limp built it,

Q L-I...

A: M-P or something like that.

Q: How was the livery business at that time?

A: Well, pretty good. It was pretty good that time. You know we'd get
two and a half for a horse and buggy in an afternoon.

Q: You'd rent the horse and buggy?

A: Yes,

Q: Okay, there are some people that used to live in our home, the Reinbowls,
I think you told me you'd heard of them or you've seen them when you were

a boy? They used to have a fancy surrey and so forth. Do you remember
this?

A: Old farmer Reinbowl. I remember when he lived there, ves.

Q: $2.50 for the afternoon for a horse and buggy. What other kinds of
services did you perform?

A: Oh, we fed horses. People would come in and put their horses in to
be fed over noon or in the evening, say, put them up there and they would
get them hitched up.

Q: How many did you take care of at a time?

A: Oh, we could handle twenty-five or thirty horses.

Q: What was the average charge for taking care of a horse for the day,
feeding it?

A: Feed and that was twenty-five cents,

Q: Went up quite a bit since then?
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A: (h, yes. (laughter)

Q: So now that would be the livery business. How many years were you in
that business?

A: One year.

Q: Didn't like it?

A: No, I sold out. Sold to Frank Weisinger.

Q: You say you then went fram there to Minot, North Dakota. This would
have been . . .

A: I left there on the 8th of March in 1911 and landed in Minot on the

18th of March, ten days.

”>'9??'9??'9??'9%??f9?.’6??.’*9??*9
H
©

How did you get there?

Emigrant car, took horses and cows and pigs.

You mean railroad?

Railroad.

You would do what, you were in the back part with these animals?
We just slept in there, three of us went up.

You sold animals or took animals with you?

No, I took them up to work up there on the farm. I had a farm up

When did you get the farm?

About in 1910. I bought a quarter land up there.
What's a quarter?

One hundred sixty acres.

One hundred sixty acres you purchased in 19107
1910, yes.

Had you ever seen this or did you buy it from . . .

Oh no, I was out there, went on a land trip ticket clear up in Calgary,

Canada We went on a trip from Madison up there, and a round trip, eats
and lodging for twenty-five dollars apiece. (laughter)

Q: This would have been about the time your livery business, you were
OLIt - - »
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A: I went when I was in that.

Q: You went and took a trip and saw this, you liked this so you bought
one hundred sixty acres. Okay, ten days you were out there. You'd taken
some animals, horses to work this farm?

A: T took horses and mules.

Horses and mules. And how many did you take?

I took eight head of horses, two cows, two sows, two coops of chickens,
Two coops of chickens and how many mules?

What?

Did you take mules?

I had two mules,

Okay, you get out there, what happens?

Well, then I farm there. I had my machinery along too.

Did you stay out there quite a while?

I was there fourteen years.

And you got married the time you were out there then?

Yes.

You went out in 1910.

[(In] 1911.

[In] 1911, fourteen years there.

I married in 1912, March 2.

Did you meet your wife out there?

Yes, she was a school teacher.

A school teacher from the area?

Right close.

What was her maiden name?

Velma James.
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J-A-M-E-5?




George Weber 12

A: Yes.

Q: She had been in that area all her life, right?

A: No, she was raised in Postville, Iowa, born in Postville, Iowa, and
her folks moved to Harvey, North Dakota. Then she taught school and then
she got a school up there to teach, she came up there at Minot.

Q: How did you meet her?

A: T met her at a dance.

Q: Pretty good dance?

A: Ch, yes, I had lots of fum.

Q: A lot of activity up there in that area?

A: Well, they had country dances. I was the only one in that bunch
around there that could call.

Q: Square dances?
A: Square dances.
Q: Do you play music too?

A: No, I never played any misic, but I called for dances and done all
the dancing. I always like to dance.

Q: How many people are involved in these type of dances you are talking
about?

A: Oh, there would probably be ten, fifteen, maybe. Neighbors around
come in to local place.

Q: A house you mean?

A: Yes, but I called at the Doluf Hall for pretty near a year.

Q: The who?

A: Doluf Hall in Minot, South Dakota. They had a big hall there in the
city. And I called there, Kind of an accident, the fellow that owned
it, he got hoarse and he couldn't call., So I was setting there on the
end and I said, "Do you want me to help you out?" And he said, "I wish
you would," and I called the rest of that night and every two nights a
week they had a dance there. Wednesdays and Saturday nights.

Q: Did you get paid for that?

A: Yes, got paid. Got to dance too. (laughter)
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Q: That works out pretty good then?
A: Yes. ‘

Q: What kind of a home did you have when you lived out there after you
were married?

A: Oh, I had three rooms and a porch, just a small house.

Frame home?

Yes.

And how did the farming business go?

Well, farming business was good some years and some years dried out.
What do you mean by dried out?
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Didn't get any rain, it was 1917 and 1918. I farmed north of Minot,
I was three miles north of Minot is where I was. And then I finally had
a sale and sold out and went to Minot and I was on the police force there
a while. I bought a ranch, twenty-three miles southwest of Minot. One
hundred fifty, two hundred head of cattle out there to sell and in the
farm some too. I went out there in 1916. I was there four years on the
ranch,

Q: Till about 19207
A: Till I moved off of there the fall of 1920.

Q: We have you then on the ranch twenty-three miles south of Minot,
North Dakota. You mentioned that you were on the police force for a
while. Tell me about this. How did you get involved in that?

A: Oh, they just wanted to hire me, I wasn't doing nothing. And so I
worked at that for a while and then I quit that. During the First World
War, I bought the ranch out there.

Q: On this police deal, just prior to your buying the ranch, did you
have any experience you can think of out there?

A: Ch, not much, IWW's came in there. One time we had about five
hundred in there, town of about 20,000 at that time and there was about
five hundred IWW's come in there, they started to raising the dickens.
So they locked up a lot of them and put the rest on the train and sent
them out of there.

Q: TWW's, what were they?

A: Women Workers of the World,

Q: Women Workers of the World. They were, just a, was it a group?
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A: Well, different ones had a card. Some of them was good workers and
gsome of them didn't want to work at all.

Q: They were looking for employment when they came out there?

A: Oh, I don't know.

Q: Just out there looking for trouble?

A: Some of them were looking for trouble and some of them were looking
for work, too. I had some of them work for me. I never had no trouble
with them,

Q: This was when you were on the police force or when you were on the
ranch?

A: On the farm there.

Q: This brings us up to World War I. You said you bought the ranch and
you lived there till about 1920. What occurred the time you were on this
ranch?

A: T bought and shipped lots of cattle, hogs, and stuff to St. Paul. I
had an interest in a butcher shop up there, too. I just worked in there
some.,

Q: What about the butcher shop you're talking about you had an interest
in, is that what you took your cattle to them?

A: No, I just bought what we used there was all, shipped the rest.
Whenever needed some for the shop why we had them. I learned the butcher
business too.

Q: Did you have somebody that was an older person that wanted to sell
out or . . .

A: No, I just was in with another fellow.

Q: Oh, you started it fram scratch then together?

A: No, he was in the hmiﬁess and I bought half interest from him,
Q: Took turns?

A: ; was in when I wanted to work there I did, and when I didn't, I
didn't.

Q: Talking about this era of World War I, how did World War I involve
you or did it in any way?

A: Well, after the First World War prices of everything just went all to
pieces. There wasn't any chance of you hardly to save anything.
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She saw this.
Did she tell you this when you were a boy?

Well yes, when I was twenty-one or twenty, along there.
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: Do you remember anything else she said about this period of history
when she was a young girl?

A: Oh no, not too much.
Q: What religion were they then when they were living here at this time?
A: Well, she was Catholic. My granddad didn't belong to any.

Q: She found out she wasn't being discriminated against or anything like
this by . . .

A: Ch, no.

Q: We are talking about your grandmother who remembered Joseph and Hiram
Smith in the, I believe, in the dining room in the mansion house after
their death. What was your grandmother's name?

A: FPrancis Risse.

Q: And now she would have been related to Hilda Reinberger then?

A: Yes,

Q: The mother, right, was Minnie Risse?

A: Yes,

Q: You mentioned the fact that would have been his wife?

A: Yes.

Q: They are all related then?

A: Yes, they are sisters and cousins of my mother.

Q: 1 see. It's been very nice talking to you today and this is a very

.teresting interview. I can't believe anybody could travel as much as

you did. Did you find that looking back, where do you find it to be the
most enjoyable place you really lived? Here or out west?

A: Colorado Springs. Nicest climate, stuff that I lived there.

Q: Okay. It's been very nice talking to you today and thank you very much,

A: I'm glad to talk to you.

End of Side Two, Tape One




