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Sarah Warner, November 4, 1986, Jacksonville, Illinois.
Carol Jenkins, Interviewer.

Q: Mrs. Warner, can you tell me about when you first came to Illinois
College?

A: My husband died in November, November the first, in 1970. He had
been ill for six months and right before his memorial service which
was the eighth of November, Dean Hopper [worked at IC from 1954 to
1984 in various capacities, Assoc. Dean of Students from 1974] who was
assistant dean at Illinois College, they had lost their director at
Pixley Hall had become ill and she was going to have to retire and
Dean Hopper came and asked me to come to the dorm. Well, it was a big
decision because it was so soon after my husband died, I didn't know
what to do, lut I talked to my friends about it and they thought it
would be a wonderful thing for me and I finally decided to go. I had
always thought if anything happened to my husband I would love to work
with young pecple. However, I hadn't had that kind of experience with
young pecple, but I 've always loved young pecple. And 80 I decided I
would go. And they gave me about two weeks to make up my mind.

Q: Yes.

A: Ard they were in a hurry to get samecne there. So I left home and
a couple of my friends went with me to the dorm and--to make me feel
more comfortable, because I was scared. (laughs)

Q: Sure.

: And we started cleaning because the dorm—one of the head
counselors had been living in the apartment and it was rather a mess.
But there was a little bouquet of flowers on the coffee table. And
they used—they took the sweeper and cleaned my apartment and made the
bed and put my clothes away and then the director at Ellis [another
women's domitory on the Illinois College Campus] called me and asked
me to go to lunch with her at Baxter [Illinois College's commmal
ing hall from 1929 to 1986]. Well, I was so scared and SO nervous
at that time. I had lost a lot of weight and I felt like I looked
like a little old woman a hurdred old. But when I came back to
the dorm the girls started coming in, especially the counselors, and
they were most kind to me and I can remember I would go to bed at
night and I would cry every night for a long time because I felt so
alone., But pretty soon the girls would come down and I'd be on the
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Q: Yes,

A: And at that time the men could be in the
night and then the dorm closed. And
women had to be in their rooms. And
and out. There was what we called the check—there was an
the--what was that called?

Q: The main desk?

A: Yes, the main desk. And there was a sign-out bock there and every
time they left campus, they had to sign cut and they had to sign in.

Q: This was the women who lived in the dorm?

A: The women who lived in the dorm. And then if someone's name, if
sanecne hadn't signed in, then I had to call on the floor, which was
most embarrassing to me at that time, to see if they were on the
floor, because I thought maybe they had forgotten how to sign in, I
mean to sign in.

Q: What was your apartment like? Was it furnished by the school?

A: It was furnished by the school. I didn't bring any of my
furniture there. It was pretty bleak looking, believe me. I remember
there was a small rug on the floor and it loocked like a

almost. And the furniture was most uncomfortable, however I lived
with it for quite a few years.

And at that time the men especially were rebelling against the hours.
And T had only been at the dorm about, ch, I suppose two weeks, and
the men came asking the women to get out. Well, to me that was very
frightening experience to see all those men ocutside. And there were
about five girls who went out of the dorm and the rest stayed in.

Which was very gratifying to me because I had never experienced

anything like that ard so I was very grateful, you know. And those
men were climbing around on the windows and I thought, "Oh dear, what
have I got myself into!" (laughs) I thought, "I think I will be

leaving this place (laughter) because this is a real rare experience
for me." But anyway, they finally left the dorm and things quieted
down. However, they did . . . I think I'm getting ahead of my time.

Q: You said that only about five of the girls left the dorm, the
others stayed in?

A: Yes, but they came back in. I mean I opened the dorm and let them
come back in when they were ready to came back in.

Did the others give a . . . Why did the—only five leave?
A: Pardon me?
Q: Why did only five leave, do you think?

Q




A: Well, I guess they were the ones who really wanted the rules
changed, well, I'm sure they all wanted the rules charged but the
others didn't go cut. Amd one of the girls who did go out that night
became-—she was from New York and she was a darling girl and I used to
sit and notice her and wonder what she was really like. Well, we
finally got to be great friends, and in fact she was my head counselor
for some year that I was there, I can't remember . . .

to be real, real good friends and Debbie would came in
had quite a time as a counselor. But she'd cane in and she
very emotional and she'd walk the floor and scream and cry and I'd
get her quieted down. (laughs) But counselors did have a hard job.
It was a terrible job, because when you work with your peers and have
to correct them, that is hard.

Q: How were coaunselors chosen back then?

A: Well, back then I can't really remember because I didn't know the
girls that well. After I got to the place where I really knew the
people in the dorm, the women in the dorm, I would concentrate on

waild recommend them as a dorm comselor. And then I would call them
in and talk to them and see how they felt about being a counselor.

Q: Yes.

A: But at that time I don't remember, Carol, how they were chosen.
But I'm sure we at the dorm had a lot to do and we were always very
fortunate at Pixley because the counselors we choge, the deans always
approved of them. Sometimes the dean would ask "why did you choose
this certain person?" And I would tell him, you know, that I had
interviewed them and felt that they would make good counselors. And
as a rule, well, there's always exceptions to the rule, but as a rule
we always had excellent counselors.

But anyway, going back to my first year, (laughs) the rules were
really very strict but--and it was hard, it was hard as a director to
try and enforce those rules, however, we did work real hard at trying
to enforce aur rules. And they finally changed. I can't remember
whether they went from ten o'clock to twelve o'clock at night that men
could be in the dorm till twelve o'cleck, I can't remember, but I
think so.

Q: Nowwvwhenyousay . . .

A: Ard at that time, when the men could be in the dorm at twelve
o'clock, that was before the women had keys, it was a fun time.

Q: Now when you say the men could be in the dorm . . .
A: In the lounge!
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Q: You only mean in the lounge?

A: Ch, yes! The lounge (laughs) only. It was rather a fun time
because everyone, the men ard the women, would come in the lounge,
would be in the lounge at twelve o'clock. Ard I can remember one
fellow would get on the steps that led to first floor, there was a
door there leading to the first floor, and he'd always sing songs.
(laughs) and T used to really enjoy that. I never had any trouble
getting the men out of the dorm at twelve o'clock, because I didn't
push them, I would just go out and stand there and they would know.

was one fellow that I remamber real well that he was always
S0 polite and so nice. Axﬂashevmldgocutthedom I would

the front door ready to lock it and as he would go out, he'd
always bow to me and say, "Good night, Mrs. Warner." (laughter) But
he became ane of my real, real special friends also.

A: But I was very fortunate. I never had any trouble with the men
leavirgthelotmgeattmlveo'clock Then the rules changed where

the women didn't have to sign in and out.

Q: Do you know about what—-how long you had been there?

A: I can't really remember.

Q: Okay.

A: It wasn't too terribly long, though. Oh, I suppose, Dr. Caine [L.
Vernon Caine, IC pa:esidentfzm1956t01973]waspresidmt of the

college then.

Q: Okay.

A: ArﬂIcan'trmadmrltwasrightbeforeheleftorrightafterhe
left the college. You will have to look that up ard see. [sign-out
books were discontimued in the fall of 1973}

Q: I will.

A: That the rules changed and there was no more sign-out books.

Q: Well, when I came in 1974, that had already changed.

A: Who was president then, Carol?

Q: Mdinger, Dr. Mundinger.

A: I think it changed about the time he came, however, I'm not sure,
I can't remember back--after being at the dorm as lag as I was, I
can't remember all the dates.

But my first year was quite a challenge, believe me. I was there only
two or three weeks before Thanksgiving vacation and at Christmas time
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we had a Christmas party. We decided that we'd have a very informal
Christmas party we'd have our—-is it all right to talk about?

Q: Sure.

A: We'd have our Christmas tree, put up cur Christmas tree, and we'd
string popcorn to put on it and decorate the tree and we'd always have
refreshments. And a large mmber of-—and men could came also to the
lounge. Arﬂwaalwayshadamalgoodczmdaxﬂltwasafuntime
And then I remember at Christmastime, there was the night before the
domwasboclose,theﬁrstdnustmslwasthexe There was a boy
ard a girl, I won't mention her name, she was a fantastic person, and
the fellow was too, they came to me, which frightened me because I
didn't know quite how to handle it, kut they came to me and asked
me~~the girl wasn't getting along with her parents and she was not
going to go home. She was going someplace for Christmas, I don't
remember where. And I remember they wanted me to, if I saw her
father, should he come to the dorm not to tell him where she was.
Well, I didn't know where she was going anyway, but I was very
fortunate that he didn't come to the dorm because I wouldn't want to .
+ + I really didn't know where she was going. But I think things
panned out after that and she finally went home. But——pardon me?

Q: How did you feel when she came and asked you that? Did you feel
that . . . How did that make you feel?

A; Well, it made me feel, you know, I wasn't going to fib to her
parents.

Q: Yes.

A: Ard I really didn't think it was quite fair that they came to me
with something like that, not really. But, I don't know why they did
either, Iman,Ihavemidaa,hxtIdM'tﬂurﬂcltwasqultafalr,
becauseIcmldn'tfibtoherpamts

Q: No.

A: And I know it worried me all Christmas vacation. But, and I,
well, we'll start the first of the year there.

Q: Did she came back?
A: In l971.
Q: She came back?

A: Oh yes, she came back, yes. After the first of the year—T think
those rules were in effect my whole year there, 1970 and 1971. I'm

pretty sure they were.
Q: Okay.
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A: And I really . . . MyflmtValentme'sDaythathasthereI
woke up on—I didn't get much sleep there. There were nights when—
I'm going from Valentine's Day to something else. (laughs)

Q: That's ckay, that's okay.

A: There were nights when I'd be ti11 three o'clock in the morning
talking to women. 'Iherevmldbe:gghtsmenevenmenm:ldccmeam
talk to me about . . .

Q: Dorm residents?
A: Pardon me?
Q: By women, you mean dorm resident women?

A: Women in the dorm, right. And men, I remember one fellow
fm—-rntGardner[GardnerarﬂmmerHallswemneighborhgmans
dormitories], ut . . .

Q: Turner?

A: Turner, who came to me to talk to me , oh, I don't remember
what it's about, about his family or something, but I know he stayed
mtilabaxtthreeo'clockinthemormngarﬂltoldhimhehadto
leave. (laughs) And I'm not sure that the deans would approve of
that, but what do you do when someone wants to talk to you, you Know?
Because they really didn't have any--well I guess they could've gone
toifxedeansandtalked,hztIdm'thmwhytheycanetome,Ihave
no idea.

5

up the door to my apartwent and all over the lounge were these
hearts and decorated and they had all kinds of nice things to say
about me, which made me feel real good, because at that point I had no
idaawl'xatthekidstmmrt. But my first year there was quite an
experience really because, you know, it was all new to me. However, I
had been to college and I knew what a director had to do, you know.
Can I bring some of that in?

Q: Sure.

A: And I remember I wasn't the best resident in the hall where I
lived. I can remember . . . that's the reason I had, you know, I
could understand college kids a little better.

Q: Sure.

A: But I remember ocur director at the dorm where I went to college,
she always carried a big bunch of keys and on Sunday afternoon we
could, we had to be in cur room all Sunday afterncon that was way back
when, you know. And we would, I was a real brat then, I would run to
smnelse'smarﬂifI‘dhearhermrgIvmldhideina
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closet or under the bed, and so, I sort of understood, you know, what
it was, college life was like.

But then I didn't know how to handle all that, I mean I was feeling my
way and I know at the end of the year, Dean Eldred asked me if I would
come back and I said, "Well, I have to think about it." And at that
time you didn't make any money, it was like . . . [according to Dean
Eldred, dorm directors were "probably paid about $100 a month" plus
room and board when Mrs. Warner started] volunteer work really and
President Caine always said, you know, this is like doing a service

Q: You got your meals at Baxter for free?

A: Oh, yes, your room and board, which I maintained a house anyway,
you know, so that was no asset for me, but I did go back my second
year. Oh, my first year there, there was, I mean after the first
semester, I mean second semester, I had a girl who, ane of the college
girls who wanted to stay in town and get same work and she wondered if
she could come and live with me. I was very grateful because I lived
in a house and I was very grateful to help her if I could because that
way I'd have someone around too. And so this girl did come and stayed
at my house which I didn't charge her anything for it and which helped
her financially too with her expenses at the college.

Q: Now, during that first year, how long do you think the transition
lasted between the old dorm mother and you? How long did it take you
to establish yourself?

A: I don't really think it tock too long. That sounds like I'm
bragging. I don't mean it that way at all, but I opened up my
apartment to everyone. My doors were never locked in the daytime,
they were left wide open. If I went to dimmer in the evening, my door
was wide open. If I went——which when I was first there, I had to go
out to my house to check the furnace and check things—but I never
locked the door. The key, we had a master key to every room. No, I
will take that back about the master key, it was charge that I kept
for the kids for the Coke machine, candy and such. And it was my own
money that I left out, it was on the secretary, and I let pecple came
in and make their own change ard I tried to make it—-to make them
fee]l that that apartment was as much their place as it was mine. And I
think it worked out real, real well. Finally got to the place where I
couldn't leave the change aut because there would be quite a bit
missing and I couldn't afford that.

Q: That was in later years, though, right?

A: No, this was probably my second year there.

Q: Oh, ckay.

A: And, but it got to the place where many times I would come in and

the room would be completely--I had a television--the room would be
canpletely full of kids on the floor and maybe—-I have found times
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when I'd have to over them to get in the bedrocm. (laughter)
But that was gratifying, too, because I thought, that makes them feel
that—they're more relaxed and more at home.

Q: Right.

A: But we did have certain rules that we followed. For instance, out
in the lounge, we didn't allow a lot of necking and those kind of
things. Never embarrassed a girl, because if I saw them out there
doing samething and I didn't approve, I would call them in the
apartment.

Q: Right then?

A: Right then, yes.

Q: You would call both the boy and the girl?

A: No, just the girl. I mean that wasn't his dorm, it was her dorm.

Q: Yes. Do you remember any big confrontations that you had during
that first year?

A: Oh, yes. Oh, yes!
Q: Any that you'd care to talk about?

A: Oh, yes. At that time there were many pecple, women, who were put
on "Campus". Okay, and do you want to know what "Campus" is?

Q: Yes, would you explain that?

A: Okay, "Campus" was (a discipline procedure)--they had to stay in
their room all the time other than when they went to class or to a
meal. The rest of the time, they could not use the telephone—imless
it—TI can't remember this, but I would say unless it was an emergency.
And T would feel very badly about those girls on "Campus", because,
you know, I used to go up to their room and talk to them. And , I'm
breaking a rule when I would say, "If you would like—if
you're tired of your room and you'd like to ccme down to the apartment
ard sit, that will be fine." Because I felt that was--that really was
confinement. Really, because that's the only place—-I think they
could go to the library too, to study. It's been so long ago, it's
hard to remember all those things. But I remember the—-we also, when
I first went that first year——ch, my, they had bed checks, which meant
a caunselor could call for a bed check if she was suspicious that
was out of the dorm or samething was going on that shauldn't be
on. And those were the most embarrassing moments of my life,

:
:
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¢ Now, was this just one floor or was it the whole dorm?

A: The whole dorm. When you had bed check, you had the whole dorm,
as wall as I remember. I'm sure it was the whole dorm. And one, I
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can't remember whether it was a weekend or when, but I had a call, an
anonymous telephone call, from same fellow on the campus, saying,
"Mrs. Warner, you'd better have a bed check tonight." And I tried to
find aut who was making the call and he wouldn't tell me. But anyway,
I talked to the head counselor and I told her that I'd had this
anonymous telephone call and what did she think about having a bed
check. I felt that we should check it out since——ewven though I hated
bed checks—but we'd better check it out since we'd had this telephone
call. which we did. Wwhich we did find people cut. Which someone
mist have know where one of the——same of the girls were, because then
they called them to get back to the dorm. That was cne of the many
nights that I was up practical 1ya11ni?1t,becausetheywamcalled
sa
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"Campus", too. Of course we at the dorm didn't put them on "Campus",
it was the deans that did that, we didn't.

Q: Why would a girl be put on "Campus"?

A: Because she had disdbeyed the rules.

Q: Was it the dorm rules or the academic rules?

A: Well, I guess—no, it wouldn't be academic rules, because that's .

Q: That's academic. Okay, it was just for violation of dorm rules.

A: Yes, it was one of the college rules. It was a college rule. It
wasn't a dorm rule, it was a college rule. Because you Know your blue
book had certain rules and our rules at the dorm were--I think you'll
have to agree with me~-they weren't all that bad. It was quiet hours
for the—I mean certain hours when you used the washer and dryer
because it was in the basement, close to resident rooms. And the
telephone, because there was only one telephone on each floor. And
they were simple rules that we had, but the college had the major
rules, wouldn't you agree?

Q: Yes, right.

A: The major rules. Armd they were the ones who had this--I'm
lost~-~ch, about the "Campus", yes. Ard, but I don't think those girls
ever really got provoked at we people at the dorm, because it wasn't
really ocur rules and we did try to be kind to them and help them as
mich as we could, you know. I've got to look at my notes. [Mrs.
Warner had prepared a short list of topics she wished to discuss.]

Stop a mimute, will you? (tape recorded stopped)

My first year at Pixley it came out in the Rambler, which was the
college newspaper, that we had changed the rules at Illinois—Pixley
Hall, which we hadn't at all and it made me very, very furious,
because I felt it was a slam against me. [A copy of this article is
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included in collaterial material] However, had the rules been
charnged, I wouldn't have been the cne to, it would have to be the
counselors and the pecple who were on the rules committee who would

charngee it, change the rules.
Q: Ard who was on the rules camittee? Was that . . .

A: Then?
Q: Yes.

A: ©Oh, I have no idea. That's too long ago. That was my first year
there.

Q: Well, was it students, or dean, or faculty?

A: Oh, it was students in the dorm. Wamen in the dorm who were on
the rules--because see, we had a rules comnittee, social committee,
ways-and-means committee and different coammittees in the dorm which
the women all were on.

Q: But, there was never any input from the administration on those?
That was just dorm women who were on those committees?

A: Dorm women, yes. But anyway, they had said we had changed the

rules at Pixley, which made me very furious, because I hadn't been

there very long ard I didn't want them thinking that I had taken the
initiative to change a rule at the dorm. Had I changed any, it would
have been for the better. Not that I'm criticizing, I don't mean to

criticize the rules they had, I don't mean that at all. But I did

think they could relax a few of the rules.

Q: So, when you say "for the better," you mean more lenient?

A: More lenient, yes. I forgot wheare I was. Oh. And I really was
furicus, I really was very angry. I thought, "I don't have to put up
with things like this. I don't have to stay in a place where

are being written up that are untrue." And scme of the fellows were
in my dorm ["fellows in my dorm" refers to male studnets who were
frequent lcbby visitors and friends of Mrs. Warner], and the women
knew it also, that I was real angry about the whole thing. So they
called a meeting to the editor, with the editor of the Rambler for
Sunday afternoon, which I didn't know a thing about, had no idea that
they—and they all met and I'm not sure vhether the deans met with
them or not. But they really put this editor through the ropes,
really. And they made her serd me a letter, which was a beautiful
letter. She said it was no reflection to me, she said she had got the
information and she thought it was true and then they had her to make
a retraction in the Rambler. And that made me feel real good, because
T thought, you know, I didn't want them thinking that I'd come in
there and was taking too much authority, because I really hadn't.

Q: And did you ever hear from the deans on that? Did the deans ever
say anything to you about that whole incident at all?
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A: Ch, I can't remember. I had full support from the deans always.

I would say from Dean Hopper, I could never ask to work under anyone
in this whole wide world like Dean Hopper was. She was a fantastic

person. And if we had any problems in the dorm, even though we solved
thenm in the dorm ocurselves, I would still go to Dean Hopper and tell

her because I thought she might get it second hand. Then she'd wonder
why I didn't let her know about these things that's going on in the

dorm, because that was—I mean, she wanted to know those things. But
I always told her and if we ever had a big problem with a girl that we
solved in the dorm, I always told her about it. There was a girl—T

think this was about my first year there, too. I'm not sure about the
years, I can't remember all those things.

Q: That's okay.
A: But, shelivedinthebasenmrtatmxleyardherboyfriendhad

toher, "Did you have a—your friend in the room the other night?" And
she got by the window and she said, " Ch, no!" aAnd I said, " I will
do everything I can to help you with this" because at that time she
would have been--a letter would have been written to her parents and
‘m sure it would have been very embarrassing for her and sad for
her parents, too, I'msure, because I know her parents. I d, "I'll
doeverythnglcanto you with this if you will tell me the
; because I happen to know that you did." 2And she said, "Ves, I
did."Isaid "I'1ll go to Dean Hopper; I will do everything I can to
dign.l ArﬂIwerrttoDeanHoppararﬂItoldherIvmldpmfer
she 't write a letter to this girl's parents, because that was
thefirsttimeshehaddmweanythhgreallywzm:garﬂIsaidewld
?ﬁfer—)—IbetymthmkI'mcweringupforallthesepeople'

Q: No. No.

H
=

E

A: But I was there to help them, not to get them in trauble.

¢ You saw it~-how did you see your job? Do you—you're not covering
wp for them . . .

A: Ch, I wasn't covering up for them.

Q: Sowhat didyousee . . .

A: T was trying to help them.

Q: Okay, you saw yourself as helping them, right?

A: I'm not sure that's right, but that's what I thought.
Okay.
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A: Ard Dean Hopper said, "Well, I've got to think about this." And I
said, "Well I would hope you wouldn't write a letter hame." Ard, so
this girl would keep coming to me and say, "Has Dean Hopper told you
yet?" "No, but I will tell you as soon as I hear." And so
finally Dean Hopper told me that she would put a letter on file and
this girl would be on probation for--I can't remember what length of
time. And then if she didn't do anything else then, she would tear
the letter up. And I was very grateful to Dean Hopper and I went back
and told the girl and I think she was very grateful. However, I
didn't think she was very-—exactly cordial to me the rest of the time
she was at Pixley, she lived there four years, she didn't transfer
anyplace else, she lived there four years. But the day that she
graduated she came up to my apartment and kissed me good-bye. So, I
don't, I mean, I hope she realized that I did her a favor, or tried to
help her, you know. But, it was one of the those things that, you
know, I couldn't let go by and yet, I didn't want her to get in
trouble, and she really didn't get in trouble. That first year-—turn
it off a mimrte. ( recorder off) [NOTE: After tape was turned
off, Mrs. Warner and iewer discovered that there had been a
slight misunderstanding. She had not been aware the tape had been
brm~atartedmgin , which accounts for her telling things she wasn't going to
‘]

Q: What was your favorite part of that first year? What is the thing
that you remember as the happiest or the best part of that first year?

A: Ch, Loxd, I don't know as there was anything good, because I was
so new at it. (pause) Well, I think, primarily, probably, Carol, the
nicest thing was the way the women treated me.

Q: Okay, did they treat — How did you think they were treating you?
How did you feel they were treating you? As a friend? As a parent?
gm'Well,Ihopemtasaparmt,becauseIwasn'ttMirpam. You

Q: How do you think they saw you?

A: T couldn't say this would be a hurdred percent, because it could
never be a hurndred percent that pecple could like you.

Q: Sure. And you had how many girls in the dorm?
A: A hundred.

Q: A hundred girls, so of course there's not going to be a hundred
percent of a hundred girls.

A: Oh, no way could they all like you, you know.
Q: But how do you think most of them saw you?
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A: I don't really know. I think, perhaps——at that time I was much
younger than I am now. I think they liked the idea of having scmecne
youger in the dorm as a director. Does that sound logical?

Q: Yes. Their other dorm mother had been an older . . .

A: 8imply because I was more—well, this, all this sounds like I'm
bragging

Q: But you're not, you're just telling the truth.
A: When I first went on the campue, I asked Dean Hopper and Dean

Eldred, "May I wear slacks?" Ard they said well, 'd never been
used to a wearing slacks, ut they supposed it'd be all
right.

Q: Now was there a dress code for students at that time?

A: I don't remember whether there was or not.

Q: Did the girls wear slacks in the dorm?

A: T can't even remember. I mean, Carol, that's been too long and I
can't remember what they wore, not really. That was back in the
mini-gkirts though, I think. (laughter) I can remember Debbie Gould
wearing skirts that were—she had the longest legs. I think they
thought I was more “with~it." Is that the word I want to use?

Q: I think so. Right.

A: 1Is that all right to bring about the slacks?

Q: Yes. Yes, fine. So, you went ahead and wore your slacks . . .

A: And I bowled amd I played golf and I played bridge. I think they
thought I was—What's the word I want to use?

Q: Hip?
A: What?
Q: Hip?

A: Well, let's say more with-it. I like that word better, don't you?
Q: Yes.

A: I don't know whether that's what they thought or not, but I sort
of think they did.

Q: Well, it's hard to tell what others ., ., .

A: And I didn't watch them all the time. You know, I was out more.
At first Dean Hopper told me for the first few weeks I should be
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arcand the dorm as much as possible, which I was. Probably more so
than I would have needed to. ButIknow I had a girl, I won't bring
this in, though, from Ellis. she'dsaidtome,cneday]:was
go:.ngcuttoplaygolf—becauseIdldn'tgetpaidtobemthatdonn
twenty-four hours a day. I had to have some social life, too. It was
ancther world for me, really. But this girl said to me, "You know,
Mrs. Warner, you get ocut ard do things, but ocur dorm director, Iguess
shedoesn'ttmstus. Sl':ewillmvergertoutmﬂdoanytmng She
stays around all the time. Well, that's the difference in pecple,
what they have to do. vmatareywm:itingdmm’

Q: Just Ellis.
A: Huh?
Q: Ellis

A: Ch, you're not going to—-I'm not going to put that in.

Q: ©Ch, ckay, I just wanted to get the word down.

A: Because I wouldn't, I don't want to criticize any dorm. I'll say
ours was the best on campus, but I won't criticize any. (laughter)
What were we talking about at first? I'll tell you I've talked so
mch, I just. . .

Q: Well, let's turn it off for right now so I can turn it over, ckay?
A: Well, what'd you tell me to say next?

Q: How the girls felt about you and that's what you've-—you've
covered that as mich as you want to?

A: Pardon?
Q: You've covered that as much as you want to?
A: Yes.

Q: Okay.
End of Side One, Tape One

Q: While the tape recorder was off, just a few minutes ago, you were

saying that you thought you had to use psychology in the dorm. Could
you repeat what you said about using psychology?

A: This now, or about Barb first?
Q: 'This now, then we'll talk about Barb.
A: Not talk about her?
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! We will in just a mimute, but what you said about psychology. But
what you said about psychology . . .

A: T said, you have to use a lot of psychology in the dorm. I used

iron out ocur problems and plan what we were going to do the next week
and so on and so forth. We always had that [meeting] at ten o'clock
at night. 2And I used to tell the girls—the wmen——the counselors to
go when they had their meeting on the floor, which they had a meeting
once a week on [each] floor for the whole dorm, I mean, for their
floor, the whole dorm had it [floor meetings] also, to tell the women
that we appreciate what they're doing in the dorm and that we are the
best dorm on the campus, which is very true. We really were the best
dorm, but we worked hard at it; we didn't play around. Our counselors
were the most loyal——I can't say that a hundred percent, but as a rule
they were very loyal people. They took their job seriocus and it was a
frustrating thing for them, I know, but you have to use psychology in
a dorm. You have to be thinking all the time. But I'm a dumb person.
(laughs) But I used to sit around and think, you know, what I could,
what I could do to make it a better dorm, or what the women could do
to make it a better dorm. And they got to the place where they thought
they were the best dorm ocn the campus, too.

Q: Well, I agree with that.

A: which was great. I know that the——same of the pecple used to say
to me, "We think the pecple are hand-picked for Pixley." Well, they
really weren't. Because when they [prospective students] came to the
campus, those who did came to the campus to look at the dorm, you
know, I used to show them around a lot and mothers would ask questions
and such and we did get awfully nice girls in Pixley, but I'm sure the
other dorm did too, you know. But we did, we got— and we used to be
80 proud—or at least I was——for many, many years we got the
queen.

Q: The Homecoming queen was a Pixley girl?

¢! Was a Pixley girl, yes. I would be so proud to think that we—and
then at Homecoming time for several years, our dorm was—got the
trophy for being the best decorated dorm.

Q: Now that's the outside decorations?

A: Outside decorations, yes. But we worked hard at that, too and I

got right in there and worked right along with the women. I mean, it
wasn't one of those things that I let the wamen do it. I remember one
year we had a big elephant out in the front yard made of papier mache.
Oh, it was darling, but I worked on that! (laughs) I'd go down to

the basement and work on that elephant, too!

Q: Did you have any trouble getting the elephant ocut of the basement?
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A: No, we really didn't. It was darling. I can't remember the theme
of Homecoming that year, but it was really--we won it. and we won
it~-which, I really didn't approve of being campetitive with other
dorms, because I think it leaves, oh, ill feelings. I know it did.
And T went to the deans and talked, especially to Dean Eldred about
it, because I didn't think it was—or maybe I talked to Hopper, I
can't remember. I think I just thought it wasn't quite fair, you
know, because I'm sure the other dorms would like to win also. And
we, —they gave—I think they gave us fifty dollars, but we always used
fifty dollars buying the materials to decorate in.

Q: Did they give you any reasons--the deans-—give you any reasons why
they wanted to do that?

A: Oh, they just wanted to do it because it made Homecoming, you
know, better. For the alums, I'm sure. That's what it was for,
really, all the alums who came back. And when I first went they
weren't doing that. It was something new that they started.

Q: They started up. Okay, you—while the recorder was off, you also
mentioned a story about the bed checks that you wanted to talk about.

A: T thought I'd already talked about those.
Q: About Barb and the bed checks.

A: Ch! We had this ane girl in the dorm that was--ch, she was an
adorable girl and I really did like her, even though she broke so many
rules. (laughs) But, I mean, that didn't make any difference in the
way I felt about her because she was--I'm sure it was samething maybe
at time she couldn't help. She was just growing up, you know. And
she also had a sister-—I haven't mentioned that about Turner?

A: She also had a younger sister who lived at cur dorm also. And one
night I got the information that ene of the men's dorms was going to
have a bed check to try to find this younger girl. And I thought,
"she's such a tiny little thing." And I felt sorry for her and I
thought--she was quite a problem, too,butIttmlght, "I'1l try to
help her out." So, it was on a Sunday night and it was raining, and I
got cut on the campus and started looking for her. But I finally
found her ard I said to her, "You go up to your room and you take a
bath and you put on your pajamas and you bring your bock down and you
stay with me. You're going to sleep on my davenport all night." And
she ocbeyed me; she went up. In the meantime, about twelve o'clock
that night I had a telephone call from this certain dorm, men's dorm,
that they had caught her sister in the dorm. (laughter)

Q: You thought while you were looking cut . . .

A: Wwhile T was looking for the younger, then the older sister was in
the dorm. And I remember I was very upset about that because I felt
that--I didn't feel the men's dorm——in fact, I told the dean about it,
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I went right to him and I told him, I said, "I think that was just
dirty work with the men's dorm to pull something like that." I said,
"Ikmngirl from getting caught and then her sister—-" and when
her s came in my apartment, they brought her to the dorm—from
the men's dorm-~they brought this girl in and I told her, I said, "All
this time I've been protecting your sister and here they caught you."
But I can't remember what they did with her, I don't know.

Q: Now, if you had a bed check in Pixley . . .

A: No, I didn't have one . . .

Q: I know, but if you had—-when you had bed checks in Pixley . . .
A: When did we?

Q: Did you ever find a man?

A: Never found a man, no.

Q: Okay, I was going to ask what you would have done . . .

A: Oh, dear.

Q: Orwhatymdiddo,butifymdidn'tfirﬂone, then we won't

A: Well, later along in years, we had a rule that if we caught a man
in the dorm after hours, he was—the girl paid a big fine and so did
he. And I remember one night there was a girl and we just knew for
sure that she had a man in her room and she wouldn't--this was after
hours--and I remember two of the counselors sitting on the floor in
the hall that night. They did it on their own, I didn't make

them——sat on the floor that night waiting till the next morning for
him to came cut and they caught him. Can you believe that? (laughs)

Q: Then what did they do?
A: Oh, he was fined.
Q: He was fined.

A: Ard so was she. Yes. And, of course by making those rules and
putting a fine on, really was worse an them than anything else you
could do, because money is very important to college kids. And, well,
you take $25 for a fine, or $50 for a fine, that's a lot noney.
And if they didn't go over and pay their fine, then they didn't get
their grades at the end of the semester, so they had to pay the fine.
They were reported over at the business office. And that cut down on
a lot of men getting in the dorm after hours and such. And I'm sure
there were men who got in the dorm after hours that we didn't catch.
I'm sure of that. There would be no way you could always catch them,
I don't care if you sat up all night and there has been times when we
have watched the dorm—I'm getting way ahead of my time . . .

&8
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Q: That's ckay. That's ckay, go ahead.

A: Right at first, there were only seniors who could have a key front
door, who could go out and stay as late as they wanted to lut had to
have the key in by eight o'clock the next morning. And that worked
real well.

Q: Now was this after the sign-in had been ended?
A: Oh, yes. BAbolished, yes. Yes.

Q: Okay, so after sign-in then there was a time when seniors had
front door keys.

A: Front door keys. And that was when we had twelve o'clock hours,
where the men could be in the lounge until twelve o'clock.

Q: Okay.

A: Ard then later, they let—-I don't remember. Whether they let
everyone have a key—-no, I don't think they did--to the front door.
Probably just the upperclassmen. I'm not sure about that. So many
things changed in that period of time that it's hard for me to

Q: Well, I think eventually everybody did have keys . . .
A: Well, eventually, everyone did . . .

Q: Right, I'm just trying to judge when.

A: T don't know that. The seniors, or maybe just the upperclassmen,
not the freshmen, had keys and they had to turn those—no, they could
keep the keys, but at the end of every break, those keys had to be

called in and if anyone had lost——and if anyone lost a key, they were
supposed to come and tell us so we could have another [lock] cylinder
put on the front door. Amd it cost them, I think $25 for ancther key.

Q: I think that's right.

A: Then they finally let freshmen have the keys. Wwhich I really
cbjected to, in a way, because I think when a freshman comes to the
college, they have many pressures. And I think they make themselves
in the first week—-make or break themselves in the first week because
there's parties, there's this and that and the other and they can't
quite hardle all that because they haven't been away from home and I
think they should have been at the college at least a week or two
before they got a key. I don't know how you felt about it, but I felt
that way. Some people could handle it ard same couldn't.

Q: Right, right. So you would have been in favor of not giving them
a kay maybe for amonth or . . .

A: Something like that, yes.
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Q: A period of time.

A: It's not that I didn't want them to have fun, but I just thought
at first they had too much fun (laughs) and it was just too much for
them. And we had, I'm sure, many keys lost in that time. I mean,

it's something they couldn't help. But it finally got to the place
where I told them [to] take a safety pin and pin that key in their

slacks or jeans, or whatever they had. Because when they'd go out to
the lake to parties and such, why, they were too apt to lose it if

theyjustsﬂmkthekeyintheirpodcets

¢ Now do you think the keys made your job easier or harder?

A: Well, definitely easier in this respect. . .mich easier than the
sign-out bock and all of that, you know. The time it was the hardest
was at break time, because even though you warned them, you'd have
notices up on the doors as they'd go out to their class that the keys
had to be turned in by ten o'clock that day, they still ignored it.
Arximany—-mtallofthm,hrtmnyoftlmn. And the counselor would
even try to go around and try to pick up the keys. And I would just
run all over the place, trying to get those keys so—because they had
to pay a fine if they didn't get their keys in at a certain time. And
I

©

Q: Get the key back or . . .

A: Oh, yes. That was every frustrating. At the emd of the year and
at Christmas break and Thanksgiving break and spring break, it was
very frustrating getting those keys in. But, we didn't have too many
that had to pay fines. Asan:le,wetriedtovnrkitsom—-lvmld
gertup——Oh so bright and early on the morning of those-—of the days
the days when the keys had to be in; so I'd have my door open, so they
could always bring their key in, but it wasn't always effective, you

¢ 2ll the signs that we [counselors] put up all over were not
effective either.

A: No, not always.

Q: I remember putting signs on all the out—on all the [public]
doors, "Turn your keys in before you leave."

A: Ch, yes, but it wasn't—but as a rule, it was pretty good, you
know. 'Iheywereancitedaboutgomghaneaxﬂgettingtoclassandso
on arxd so forth.

Q:ingspecially at, like you say at Christmas break, when finals were
go, on.,

A: Yes, that was a hard time because pecple where going at different
times hame. And that was real hard. And I will say, which I was just
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going through some old mail, throwing away a lot of yesterday
and I noticed a letter that I had from the president saying that
Pixley was in wonderful condition at the end of the school. And it
really was because, of course needless to say, after everyone left the
dorm on Sunday night after commencement, I started cleaning--that dorm
was always left real nice--and inspecting the rooms and if those rocms
were left dirty, I fined them. Because they had plenty of time to
clean their roams and get that room—because it was a reflection on
our dorm if it wasn't left nice and it was always left nice. Not
always. The first years I was there it wasn't because they left boxes
and the--all over the floors. ©On all five floors it was a mess, I
soon took care of that. There were no boxes left.

Q: Now you could put boxes down in the storage room? With all your .

A: Oh, yes, we had a nice storage room where they could store things
for the summer,

Q: ILet's talk about the dorm for just a mirute. The dorm itself.

There were five floors, like you said. And the second, third and

fourth floors were full floors, right? And there were twenty-five
girls, as I recall.

A: On each floor.

Q: On each of those floors. Then the first floor and the basement
were only half floors.

A: Yes.

Q: Because there was a lounge in the front half of each of those.
The basement lounge was for girls anly and the first floor lounge was
open to the public.

A: Right.
Q: Until midnight or thereabouts . . .

A: And we always—pardon me. [deferred with a gesture for
interviewer to contime)

Q: And what we called the basement, you said a while ago that one of
the girls got her boyfriend in through the window, it was the
basement, but it was about half-grourd level, right.

A: Oh yes, it was.

Q: Because there was a hill that Pixley sat on so that the residence

part [of the basement] had full windows, but the lounge part was a

domrealbasamt, with no windows, just so that we can describe how the
was.
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A: Yes, and we had a room down in the basement with a television in
it and we bought—-I don't know whether you were there at the time or
not when we bought the carpet and the furniture—new furniture for it?

Q: We didn't get that, no. (laughs)

A: You didn't get that? Yes, we boucht beautiful carpet and we
bought a new television and new furniture for that room.

Q: And the lounge down there was also where the soda pop machines and
candy machines were.

A: Yes, and that's how we got our money for the dorm fund, was
through the Coke machines and candy machines and such. And one year
we sold popcorn. ©h, we did all kinds of projects, trying to make
money. That was back when—--earlier—--when I first went there. And we
sold boxes of-—not already popped, but to-be~popped--to make money for
the dorm. Because we didn't have much to operate on and very little.
And we had to have cur Christmas parties and we always had to give
Claudine, who was ocur wonderful cleaning lady--who was a dear, dear

mm L L .

Qi Okay, Clawdine was the cleaning lady, what was she respensible for
cleaning, though?

A: Pardon me?

Q: What did Claudine clean?

A: Oh, she cleaned all the floors and the lounge.

Q: But she didn't clean the individual rooms, just . . .

A: Gh, no, no, no, no, no, no.

Q: Just the public areas, right?

A: Right, and she was supposed to clean my apartment, but I felt like
that was-—well, that was ridiculous. I told her that if she'd spend
more room——more time in the bathrooms upstairs and in the basement
that I'd be more than glad to clean my own roam. Well, the other
directors got a little peeved at me because they thought, you know,
they should have maid service. Well, I didn't feel that way at all
because I was very capable of cleaning my own apartment, which was
only two rooms and a bhath.

Q: Right. Now did Clawdine work in other dorms?

A: No.

Q: She was just for Pixley.

A: Just for Pixley and she was a wonderful person, really. Really,
ch, so0 nice. I'd have her in for coffee every morning, because she
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loved her coffee and she lived in Winchester and when she'd, you know,
by the time she'd drive to Jacksornville, she was ready for ancother cup
of coffee.

Q: Okay, we were talking about the lounges. When you first came
there, the lourge was as far as any man was supposed to go at any

A: Oh, that's right.

Q: Except during open . . .

A: They weren't even supposed to go in the kitchen which was off of
thamalllolmgedmmofthetheblglotmge [The main floor loaunge
consisted of two rooms: the "big" lounge which had a TV, sofas, two
wallscflargewirﬂowsarﬂtheupstmrsnrtercuntermml Ard the
"small" lounge which had a piano, fireplace, table ard chairs and
small, high windows. The two rooms could be separated by drawing an
accordian room divider. The kitchenette was accessible from both the
small lounge and the first floor residential hallway.]

Q: The main floor, right?

A: Yes,the main floor. But they finally got to the place where, you

know, they could--I mean, a lot of the kids would like to cook arnd

maybe have their boyfriend over to eat in

nothing wrong with letting them use that small lounge and the kitchen

for cooking. I mean, you know, they had to have scme freedom. You
can't expect to have a good dorm without any freedom at all.

Q: VYes, I agree.

A: T wanted to have a little freedom, but I used to tell them, "I
live under more rules than you do." And it was true that I did
because I had to cbey all the rules. . . I remember one day one of
the girls came in and she said, "Mrs. Warner, why don't you get some
wine and bave it in your apartment?" And I said, "Are you ki
Whmthey'remtmpposedtodothatinthedom? And in the first
place, I don't even like wine, I don't even like wine. I don't even
want wine!" (laughter) But I mean, I had to cbey all those rules in
the dorm. Plus my hours were ten times worse than theirs, because
over the weekend on Friday and Saturday I had to stay up until one
o'clock to lock those doors and maybe you think those hours weren't
long? And not only that, the big lounge, in later years had no one,
not any ane, in the lounge, maybe no one at all [was in the lounge).
Maybe there'd be no one on first floor, which was right off of my
apaxtmantanditcmldbeamaldrag,really,tostay@thosehours
and especially two nights in a row. It was terrible. And the rest
of the time, Ihadtostay until twelve o'clock to lock the doors
andttntwasevezymght ButthelastfwyearsIhadmﬂarful
cmmselm:swhoquitaoftenmﬂdsayIcouldgotobedarﬂtheymld
stay in the apartment and they would lock the door. Occasiocnally, I
would do that, which was great. It gave me a little bit more rest.
Buttherestofttmtim,myhotn'smreabsolutelyhorrible. I
thought they were. I think they lock the doors now at twelve o'clock
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on weekends. And I don't know what time—and, of course, I think the
worst thing, I think I hated the worst in the dorms, were open dorms.
Q: Ckay, you want to explain what open dorms were?

A: Pardon me.

Q: Let's explain what open dorms were.

A: Oh, open dorms were for men who could go up—wamen would come down
and escort the women—the men up to their rooms., And they could be
there from seven o'clock until ten. But we also had quiet hours from

seven until nine and they were supposed to be studying. And if the
men made any noise, we could ask them to leave and they didn't—could

never came back to the dorm. In fact, we had one fellow who made noise
and I told him if he ever came back to that dorm again and made any
noise that he would never be able to step his foot in that dorm again.

And then we had what they called noisy hours from nine to nine-thirty?

: Nine until ten, where they could play their stereo and make all
themisetheywantedtomake Ard then from ten until--what time,

Mrs. Warner or the interviewer remembered the term “consideration
hours," a third designation which covered most of ther daylight hours
and which, as the name suggests, required consideration of others in
terms of noise.]

Q: Noon. Noon sounds right. That's right.

A: Until one and then quiet hours again until . . .

Q: Until nine o'clock—or until supper time.

A: Until supper time, yes.

Q: Now, when you had open dorms, that was only certain nights of the

A: Certain nights. Atfimtwmlyhaditmm:iandmdmsday
, which didn't work cut too well on Wednesday night because
that's when the sorority=—I mean the . . .

Q: Literary societies?
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A: Literary societies met. Amd we used to have it on Friday
night-—ch, dear—I think Wednesday night and Friday night and Saturday
night. 2and sometimes on Sunday afternoon.

Q: I think that's right, but as I recall the students voted-—the dorm
residents voted on what nights they wanted.

A: Right, right.

Q: We were told, "You can have it three nights a week, what three
nights would you 1like?"

A: Yes.

Q: Or "You can have it three nights and Sunday afternocon." Or—it
was a decision of the students.

A: Yes. It was also hard on the counselors because ane counselor
would be on duty that night where she had to go up on all the floors
to check to see if things were ckay. My, we sourd like a strict
college, don't we? (laughs) Which I was administration, and I still
say a lot of those rules were made for the parents.

Q: Sure, right. Now, that's another topic that we haven't talked

about: the parents. Did you get much complaint from the parents
about the way the dorm was run?

A: Never, never. The parents always treated me real, real super.
Occasionally they would ask about their daughter, you know, but I
never--I mean, I could talk to them about it without committing myself
too much, because I didn't feel that was my place, really. Had a very
sad experience in the dorm, though. ©h my, I'm getting way ahead of
myself.

Q: That's okay. Iet's go ahead and talk about it now.

A: We had a young lady in the dorm—she lived on first floor and our
first floor was a tremendous floor that year——ch, the sweetest girls,
I loved them all. And I loved this one girl, too, hut she was a real
different girl. And the girls tried to be real nice to her, but they
started missing money. And it was quite a sum of money. And I
remember one day--where had I been? Probably to get my hair done, it
was on a Friday afternoon. And I came back and they approached me,
the girls on the floor, that money had been taken again. And this
girl had told us--I mean she never spent any money. You never saw her
with a Coke or with a candy bar or anything like that. And they were
suspicious of this girl and another girl on the floor. Well, the
other girl, I knew that she hadn't. Or I felt like she hadn't; I
didn't really know because there's no way I could know. So you never
really wanted to feel that—I mean, put the blame on scmeone unless
you really knew. And we tried—TI even tried staying hame from dinner
hour to plant money to see if we could catch her. Because you know,
you can't accuse anyone unless you really catch them. But right
before break-—and I don't remember which break it was, whether it was
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Christmas, Thanksgiving, Spring break but I think it was Spring
break-~-the girls on the floor, this girl had gone to dimner one night,
ard they looked in her purse and they found their money. They
had--one of them had put a paper clip on her money:; it had a paper
clip on it. It was quite a sum they found, too. And they called her

parents.

business doing that. fThey didn't at all. And I didn't know

about it, all this going on. They called the day we left for break
ard I didn't know anything about it and it was one of the professor's
daughters who called—she lived on the floor and she's the one who
called her [the suspect's] parents. And I didn't know anything about
it until T got back to the dorm and the counselor came in and told me
what they had done. The counselor had nothing to do with it, but she
told me and I thought, "Oh, dear, how am I going to handle this thing?
This is really going to be a big problem.”" Well, we had had her over
to the dean's office, this girl, trying to get her to admit it and
Dean Hopper had asked her, too, had she ever worked anyplace bhefore
and she said, yes, she had worked at a theater as a cashier. Amd Dean
Hogersaid, "Had they ever accused you of taking money?" And she
sald there was money missing one time and they accused her, but she
hadn't done it. And she could look you right in the eye ard . . .

Q: Yes?

A: But anyway, when they brought her back to the college, her mother
came in to talk to me. That was one time, that was the only time I
ever had a mother to really approach me. Always before it was

canmplimentary or something like that. Nothing bad.
Q: Well, how was this mother?

A: Well, she wag, I wouldn't say, not unduly upset. Not the way I
would have been if they had accused my daughter of samething like
that. I would have never taken it as well as she did. She was a very
nice lady and she said well, it was too bad for her daughter and T
told her, I said I knew nothing about it. I knew there had money been
taken on the first floor, but I did not know that the girls, that this
girl, had called you and I said, "I'm very sorry; it was handled all
wrong." But I have a feeling, God forgive me, but I have a feeling
that this girl had been in trouble before. From the reaction of her
mother. Because, like I say, had it been a daughter of mine, I don't
know what I would have done. It would have been—I think I would have
gone to the dean first. But she never did go to the dean. Or
other than to me. And I have a feeling--but she came back to school.
She had nothing to do with anyone on~in the dorm. When we would have
a little party or anything like that, (shakes head) she would never
participate and I would always invite her. Made it a point to include
her in » but she would go to a girl at Ellis and the two of
them were together all the time. But she finished college there and,
to my knowledge, there was no more money taken. If therewas . . .

Q: You didn't hear about it.
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A: Yes, we didn't hear about it. But that was a real sad experience.

Q: Now, did she move to Ellis?

A: No, she stayed at Pixley. You know, and no one, well, there was
one girl on the floor who took her part and when it came to chang
rooms, of course, no one wanted to room with her. This girl eaid
she'd room with her. Well, this girl came in one night and had so
mich money——I think it was five dollars——in her jean pocket. The next
morning when she got up, the five dollars was gone. She came right to
me and told me about it., Ard I said, "Okay, we go to Dean Hopper with
this." Because I felt it was up to the deans to handle some of the
problems, especially, that's a big problem to handle when it comes to

like that. And we went to Dean Hopper and she called this
girl in but like I say, she would never admit anything--well,
naturally she wouldn't. But it had to--this other girl, that's when
ghe moved cut. I mean, the money had to be taken that night and the
door was locked to her room.

Q: All the evidence pointed to the roommate.

A: Yes, and so I don't know, I mean, you know, that's just one of
those things that happen that you can do nothing about. So . . .

Q: Now, you were saying that most of the parents were very
camplimentary and very nice to you when they said something.

A: They were very, very lovely. I know I had one man, who brought
his freshman to the dorm and—-that was when they were given
outdoor [fromt door] keys——and he was very hesitant about giving his
daughter a key and yet, I would say perhape she was probably one of
the most scphisticated gals we had in the dorm at that time, because
she was from the Chicago area. And he came to me and asked me what I
thought about giving her a key. And I said, "Well, you know, that is
your choice. But I will tell you one thing. If she wants out of the
dorm, she'll get out.”

Q: Getting cut wasn't the problem. Getting back in was the problem.

A: Yes, getting back in. I said, "she'll get back in because scmeone
will let her in. And at this point, I would say, perhaps, you'd be
just as smart to give her a key. Because if she wants out and in,
she'll make it." And so he gave her the key.

Q: Ard so did you have any trouble with the girl then?

A: Yes, And yet she was one of the sweetest girls (chuckles) I liked
her so well and, ch, she was the type who was very considerate., I
remember my brother died, when she was on that floor, she was on
fourth floor, and I'm sure she's the one who instigated it, I just
feel confident that she was. And when I came back from the funeral,
ahehadacaxdwitheverybody'snmnesignedmit,asynpathycazd.
And at Christmastime——I'm almost sure she's the one who instigated
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this—-they had given me the most beautiful card with a gift
certificate from the Pro Shop.

Q: Oh, from the sporting good shop here in town, right?

A: Well, it's at the Club.

Q: Right, no problem.

A: And she was just a real considerate person, but didn't believe in
studying. But I—her sister lives here in town—and I have talked to
her sister and she has a real good job and I guess she's real happy.
She just wasn't college material. She didn't want to be college
material.

Q: Did she go ahead and stay all four years, then?

A: Ch, no.

Q: She left.?

A: She quit after the first year and never did go back to college
anyplace. But she has a real good job now i
well. So, you know everyone isn't cut cut

Q: No, that's true.

A: Ard, yes, she was fined. She got—had a man in her roam and

she
was fined and which I really hated because I liked her so welll And I
liked the fellow—it was a Nuer.

:
il
&
;

Q: Ch.
A: But I got along really well with those Nuers. I tell you, they
were my—well, not only they . . . But you know what group they were

cn the campus. But they were nice guys.

Q: Nuers were members of Gamma Nu.

A: Gamma Nu.

Q: Literary society.

A: Literary society. I am just rambling on.

Q: That's okay. That's fine.

A: But they were nicest, nicest guys. They would, when they were
Q: Yes.,
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A: Ard 1 remember one time they all came and one of the fellows

¢ I den't think they ever did. And one of the them kept saying to
me, "Please open the door, please open the door, I want to kiss you
good-night!" (laughter) Of course, I'm sure he was drinking.

Q: I started to say, "Do you think he was socber?"
A: No, I'm sure he was drinking.

Q: Knowing the Nuers . . .

A: And I thought, well—there again, you use psychology with those
guys. Because they could do scme pretty bad things; they used to to
other dorms, I can remember, they did some pretty bad things.

Q: So how did you handle them?

A: I handled it. I opened the door and he kissed me on my cheek and
he left. (laughs) Ard they left. But they——then one other time
after their initiation . . . they always had a lot of alums to come
back. And the alums were the ones who did~who caused the problems.
And I had always told the Nuers, I said, "You Nuers, I'll take up for
you ard be good to you as long as you don't do anything to aur dorm."
Ard they'd say, "well, we won't." But this one night, it was on a
Saturday night they came, ard really I thought they had behaved just
fine, you know, but the next morning I went down to the laundry room
and there was a window broken. I went to Baxter that day at lunch--I
was abeolutely furious. I was so angry at those Nuers, I walked right
over to their table—because they all sat together—I walked over to
their table and I said to them, "I am so disappointed in you Nuers."
I said, "You broke a window in the laundry room." And I said, "I have
always taken up for you. I have done everything possible for you kids
that I could and I'm disappointed that you came to ocur dorm and you
did that." And they said, "Mrs. Warner, we didn't do it!" 2and I
said, "I don't care whether you did it or who did it, whether your
alums did it or you did it, I am really disappointed." I went back
over to the table and sat down and the president of the Nuers wasn't
there. But somebody went after him and he came over to my--he came
right over to Baxter and came over to my table and he apologized. And
he said, "We're really sorry." And I said, "well, I'll tell you what
I'll do now that you guys have been nice about this and you've
apologized; if you put that window in and see to it that window's put
in, I won't reportm to Dean Eldred, because," I said, "He always
asks me after your tiation, 'What have the Nuers done?'" And I
said, "I always say, 'The Nuers were absolutely wonderful at Pixley.
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did nothing.'" And he said, "We'll the window in." and
gteythe window in (laughter) and I didn'tg;.gport them! they

End of Side Two, Tape One

Q: Mrs. Warner, we were talking about the Nuers at the end of the
last tape and how you got along with the Nuers. One thing I remember
was the Freshman Panty Raid. Every year there was an officially
sanctioned, they called it the Freslman Tea, as I recall and we all
called it the Panty Raid and from a student's point of view, it was
not my favorite night of the year. How long had this--was that going
on when you first came?

A: Ch, yes. That's was the most frustrating night of my life,
really. Because we had just moved in the dorm, it was so nice amd
clean. The floors were waxed, everything was in perfect
condition-~almost perfect, I mean scmetimes we weren't quite happy
with the floors, ut as a rule, everything was nice and clean and how
we hated to see those men run through the dorm and mess up and, you
know, they would get in the bathroom and throw people in the tub and
they'd get water all over the floors and it was . . .

Q: That was during Orientation Week, wasn't it? Wasn't that . . .
A: It was right after Orientation, yes.

Q: Oh, ckay. So it was freshmen men, mostly.

A: And they usually, I hate to say this on tape, but they usually got
the men pretty looped before--the freshmen--before they—-which I
thought was a sad experience really, you know, to initiate them into
scmething like that the first week or two in college. [Despite the
name, tea was not the beverage consumed by the freshmen men. ]

Q: Why do you think the administration—-I mean the administration
dian't just allow this . . .

A: Oh, yes, they did.

Q: They encouraged it!

A: They encouraged it.

Q: Why do you think that was the case?

A: I have no idea. I have no idea. I've never figured that out,
really. I really haven't. Because there has been pecple hurt, you
know, over to Ellis they had to take someone to the hospital cne time.

Q: Samebody slipped, didn't they? On the wet floor? And cracked
their head open, maybe?
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A: Or something. I don't remember what happened, but I do remember

they had to take someone to the hospital. But I remember one of the

open—~I mean, when they were having this Freshman Tea one night I was
in my apartment and I was either washing dishes or something
because I had a little Pullman kitchen right in the the living room

arnd Dean Eldred walked in and he said, "Well, this doesn't seem to be
upsetting you too much, does it?" And I said, "No, not really. You
pecple want it, so I mean, I'm not going to get upset about it. But I
remember that first floor was just full of water. But I'll tell you

some of the wamen pursued it, too, those, you know . . .

Q: Objected to it, you mean?

A: No~-well, same cbjected. Those who cbjected to it locked
themselves in their rooms.

Q: And stuffed towels under the doors as I recall. (laughs)
[Buckets/wastebaskets of water were often poured on the corridor
floors. The towels kept room floors from being flooded. ]

A: Yes., Those who cbjected-—and there were quite a few who cbjected.
Q: I was one of them, so I know what you mean.

A: PBut after it was over—and I usually tried, after I got used to
it, I mean, it tock a few years to get used to that—those Freshman
Teas-—I would go to the front door and I would stand there because I
was afraid they was going to—we had two big front doors that had all
that plate glass in them. And I was afraid they'd break one of
those—break the glasses, you know. And I tried to control them a
little bit. And I tried to act very nonchalant about it, you know,
like it wasn't upsetting me because I thought that was better than to
prete:ﬂymwasmset,becauseifympreterﬂymwasupse@:, they'd

'd be worse. And I remember one night--I think this happened
at the Freshman Tea—they set the alarm off.

Q: Yes, they used to--the fire alarm.
A: You remember that?
Q: The fire alarms, they used to set them off.

A: And that is the most horrible thing to hear. And I had to go down
in the basement, into the furnace room to turn that alarm off, because
maintenance had taught me how to turn that thing off. ©Ohhh, it was
the loudest noise! But as a rule, we didn't have too mxch destruction
inthedomm,othertlmnthewater,a:ﬂwaalwaysmde—-rdgbupm
every floor, you remember that?

A: And make those girls clean up that water. But the freshmen
thought that was——the freshmen women—I'd say most of them, unless
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they were really timid women, they thought that was great—-I mean, you
know, they got to meet fellows that way, I think. (laughs)

Q: Getting thrown in the shower, right.

A: Ch, yes. But I hated those things, ch, they were just terrible.
I'd be so glad when they were over.

Q: But were there ever panty raids other than that? By the time I
got there, that was the only panty raid we ever had was the anmual
Freshman Tea.

A: Seems to me there were. There were same. Ohh! My experiences
have been so many that I can't remember all of them. It seems to me
there were same other panty raids, but they didn't last too long, no.

Q: Was it the same sort of thing?

A: I remember one year I escorted from fourth floor, two fellows
downstairs. I rushed up there real fast, and I got a hold of their
sleeves and I got them downstairs real fast. oh . . .

Q: Did you have any trouble with them? I mean, you're not a big
wonan by any means.

A: No, I never had any trouble at all with them.

Q: They just willingly cbeyed?

A: I was one of the luckiest persons that ever happened, to think
that—because I could have really had problems, I mean, men could have
really given me a lot of problems. I was very, very lucky. But I

to have quite a few men on the campus that were real good
friends of mine and, man, they--I hate to say this because it sounds
like I'm bragging--but they would have really fought for me. They
wouldn't have wanted to see me have too many problems and with the
society men—-I mean, literary . . .

Q: Yes, literary society men.

A: Yes, I had—TI remember my first year there, they used to have
dances in their halls at Christmastime, it woild be their Christmas
dance. And I was invited to be one of the escorts. And at that time,
I had to ask the dean if I could be——ch my, I felt like I was a child,
you know, having to ask my father what I could do! And then there was
same of the faculty, one of the faculty men—-no, I guess he wasn't
faculty, he was in the administration--I don't remember his name, but
he was also—he was a younger fellow—to be one of the escorts. Arnd,
man, that music was so loud! Ch! Amd really, all we did was sit
there, you know. But they had a punch table—-I mean, they had
punch--and I don't remember what else they had on the table, but they
had their hall all decorated. And they came to the dorm and escorted
me over to the hall and escorted me back to the dorm and then Dean
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This picture was drawn for Mrs. Warner by one .of the campus men who

frequented the dorm.
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Eldred asked me if they had anything in their punch, was it spiked?
(laughs)

Q: Had you tried the punch?

A: I think I did and I don't think it was spiked. They just danced
ard, you know, had fun. And then I was asked to be escort, I mean to
chaperon scme others, but Dean Eldred said no. I think he was
jealous. (laughter) Then two of the Phis came over one Sunday
afterncon and they said, "we'd like to escort you over to the hall and
let you see cur Christmas tree." And I said, "Fine." So, I went over
to the Phi hall. And they always gave favors to their girlfriends at
their Christmas parties. I'm not sure they do that any more because
everything's so expensive but . . .

Q: Okay, when you say "gave favors," what kind of stuff were they
giving?

A: Oh, they used to give lots of nice, nice things.

Q: Mys and blankets and stuff like that, right?

A: Yes, they gave blankets, that's what I was getting to, that after
I got over there, urder the tree was a blanket from the Phis that they
had given me.

Q: You had that in your apartment when I was a student, I know.

A: Yes, hut T thought, "How nice of those quys!" You know. And T

remember one year they were having—-they had All-school Open Meetings
and I~--you want me to explain what I mean by All-school Open Meetings?

Q: Yes.

A: The women had in their literary societies, they had what they
called Julges' Meetings where three faculty women were the judges and
they had, ch, maybe there'd be four or five women that would give a
program—is that what I want to call it, a program?

Q: Yes, I think so.

A: And the faculty women would judge them., They had the three
faculty women for the three different literary societies--the same
ones—and at the end of the year the one society that got the best, I
mean, who had given the best programs got what they called the CQup.

Q: Iove Q.

A: ILove Qup. And at the end of the year on Saturday night before
Cammencement on Sunday, they had what they called the Love Feast.
Each society had a Love Feast, I mean, where you would be invited, I
mean where they [invited]--the alums, mothers, and what-have-you, if
you were invited, you could go. And they had them at such places like
the Blackhawk [Motel] and the Holiday Imm and, well, let's see, at the
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Dunlap Hotel one year, when the Dunlap was ocpen. And later on in the
evening, Dean Hopper would come in with the Cup. And, man, you never
heard such screaming and everybody was so thrilled, you know.

Q: Nobody knew . . .
A:; No one knew, no.
Q: Who the winner was until Dean Hopper arrived, right?

A: T hate to say this, but I usually knew because I had a good
friend, (laughs) a good friend who made the programs out for
comencement, who would usually tell me. I didn't always know, but
many times I did.

Q: Was it a hard secret to keep?

A: Ch, yes. I mean, you know, there was no way I could tell it, my,
no. I'd get that persen in trouble.

Q: Certainly.

A: But probably two of the nicest things, or three or four nice
things that happened to me on the campus was when I had a letter,
probably the second year I was there—I was always interested in
the~~I know you weren't, Carol, because you were very studious and
wanted to spend your time studying and I'm sure the societies was very
time consuming in many ways, but I had a letter fram the Sig Fhips
inviting me to be an honorary member. And I felt real honored, I
really did, because, you know, I didn't know them too well. And, of
course, beingy so new on the campus, I went to Dean Hopper to ask her
if it was all right, you know, because I didn't want to do anything
wrersy. Axﬂsoshesaid,di,sure,shetlnmtthatwasgrea ard
remember I got my long dress on and the night I was initiated into
Sig Phips, there were a lot of wamen here in town who had gone to
Illinois College who had belonged to the Sig Phips, like Dr. Scott's
wife and the Rammelkamps, and a whole bunch of wamen and they all came
that night, the night I was initiated into Sig Fhips. And I felt very
honored, you know, I don't know why—now it wouldn't be such an honor
but I remember one of the fellows that went with one of the Sig Phips
sent me flowers, daisies were their flowers and he sent me flowers
that day and ch, I felt real important. And then later on, the chi
Betas--ocne night I went, well, I usually went to all the Judges'

because I thoroughly--I went to the Gamma Delts, the Sig
Phips, and the Chi Betas [All three women's literary societies: Gamma
Delta, Sigma Phi, and Chi Beta]--but one night I went to the Chi
Betas—I remember I wasn't even too dressed up, you know, I just had
on~—I think I had on a pair of slacks that night and Dean Hopper was
there and [I] thought it's well, you know, kind of umusual for Dean
Hopper to go to the--she used to go to all the society meetings, but
in later years, she going. And she was there and they
initiated me into the Betas that night, which was a complete total
surprise. I could not believe it.

ﬁ
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Q: Was that when Judy and . . .

A: That was when Judy and Madeline and that group of pecple . . .
Q: So that was about 19767

A: I don't remember.

Q: It would have been at least 1976.

A: But I also went to the Delts and I mean, I, when I started going,
I think I was the only director who really, really enjoyed those
society meetings, but I really did. And I can remenber many times
telling those in the Sig Phips they gave some wonderful, wonderful
programs.

Q: What were their programs--now I was never a member of a society .

At OCh, Ican't. . .
Q: Their programs were literary .
A: Ch, they were very literary!

Q: Oral interpretation of literature, poetry--without giving away any
great dark secrets . . .

A: Well, they aren't dark secrets anyway, not really.

Q: Can you kind of describe what a typical meeting—you went to a lot
of them—-what was typical meeting like?

A: Well, they had theme for each cne. Each year, they had a
vice-president[who]cmﬂ:ctedthemeﬂngsarﬂshehadapmgmm
book, I mean, every year she made out her program what each meeting
wasgo:lngtobe even though it wasn't a Judges' Meeting, because they
alsohadmeeth‘xgsevexymﬂaymght Ard they always gave me a
program book. And they had a theme that they called it. So, I can't
remember, but they were always very literary, very interesting—och
ybesanetﬁwstheymm'tsohrtemshng but I can remember one
girlﬂmtwasasigmip,smwas,ortwoorthreeorfmxu—lotsof
were just terrific, I thoroughly enjoyed them and I can
remember walking hame, walking back to the dorm many nights and I
would have tears in eyes, because I'd think, "Those girls do such
tremendous work and give such wonderful programs." I never did stay
for their refreshments. I always felt like I neaded to be back to the
dorm, you know, and I would never stay for their refreshments, but I
thoroughly enjoyed their programs. And then I would go—then the men
had what they called--I'm lost! I can't even think, I've talked so
long! They had open meetings, too, ance a year. Ard as a rule, they
ware very wornderful. There was one society that had excellent--the
Rhoers [Pi Pi Rho). And the Nuers was fine, too, though, they had
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lots of fim. I mean, theirs was always fun and you was always amazed
at the Nuers, you know, you never expected them to be too classic.

Q: They were more casual, wouldn't you say?

A: They were more casual, but they were lots of fun, too, though, you
know. And they always had refreshments, too, afterwards, and their
parents usually would come and they were always very enlightening, you
know. I enjoyed those, too. And I remember one night the Phis had
their All-school Open Meeting, and at that time I was on the board
down to church and I had to go down to the clwrch that night and I
couldn't go [to the meeting.] And you know those--they always gave
away red roses to each person who went, remember that?

Q: 'To the women who came.

A: To the women, yes. And I explained to them before their meeting
that I had to go to the church to a meeting and, gosh, they sent me
over a red rose and some refrestment and I thought, "Gee!" I thought,
"Those kids are so nicel" It was really fun working with young
pecple, it really was. There was many frustrating moments, oh my
goodness, yes, but as a rule, you could always see samething good in
all those kids. I know there was one girl--I'm just talking at
randam! I hope it's ckay.

Q: That's fine.

A: But there was one girl who was always rebelling about "Rules,
rules," and this and that. And she came one day, and I guess I was in
a bad mood that day, but I was just sick and tired of her. I tried to
be nice to her; I remember (when] she was ill, I'd go up to her room,
I'd take her food, I'd do everything I could for her. And she came in
to my apartment one day and I don't remember, she'd written an article
in the Rambler or scmething. I guess she—and like I say, I guess I
was in a bad mood--ard I let her have it. I really let her have it!
She was a Sig Phip, too, and I--well, I didn't show any preference,
anyway. But I was so angry at that girl. The next day, on my coffee
table, she'd brought flowers. So you never knew, I mean, I guess they
had time to think many times, after they did things, you know. But, I
guess, she's the one I had the big run-in with, you know, the biggest
run-in with, to really tell her off, which I really did. And I guess
I shouldn't have, but you know after you have so many problems in a
dorm, which you didn't have a problem every day, but then you thought,
if things were going smooth for three or four days, you just knew

awful was going to happen, because it was just impossible
with a hundred people not to have problems, you know.

Q: Well, after you had the big run-in with this girl, did things
straighten out or did you contimie to have problems with her?

A: No, I didn't contimue to have problems with her, like I say, the
next day she came and brought flowers and put themonmy . . .
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Q: And that was the tone of your relationship from that point on. It
was a good relationship.

A: I had three sisters in the dorm one time that came from a real
wonderful, wonderful family. Her father was an attorney and I still
get Christmas cards from the father——I mean the mother and
father—every year ard those girls were as different as day and night.
Ard the middle one was really very, very smart. You would know her if
I'd mention her name. But I think she worked so hard and was trying
to prove something to her parents, because I used to ask her if it
were her parents that was bothering her, but she'd came down and talk
to me and talk and talk and talk and talk and talk. And many nights
I'd have to go up to her room and sit with her and rub her back and to
get her quieted down--do you know who I'm talking about?

Q: Not right off hand. Were all three sisters living in the dorm at
the same time?

A: At the same time? No, just two at a time. And, oh, I loved her.
I used to call her my brat. Because she'd came down arnd talk to
me—sghe lived on third floor—-and she'd came down and talk to me and
if I'd tell her scmething she didn't want to hear, she'd rush back
upstairs again and then in a few mimites she'd be back downstairs

. And we're great friends. She lives in chio now and
she calls me long distance to talk to me and writes me such beautiful
letters. And I don't know what was wrong with her, but I think she
was trying to prove, I-—prove samething to her parents. Because she
made good grades, but I think she was very nervous. And she finally
married a fellow that lives on—-I mean, that he was also on campus.
And T know he was in graduate school and he called me long distance to
ask me what kind of engagement ring he should huy for her when
became engaged. (laughter) And now he is, well, I guess he has his
doctor's degree now. Or no, he probably going for his intern, I
thhﬂ:mj?;atncalledmethelasttimﬂ:eydimwhmwherethey

Q: Oh, you mean a medical school?

A: For his internship, yes. So, I don't know. But ch, such
worderful people I met! But, ch, the waeddings I went to!

Q: Did you get invited to a lot of weddings?

: Chmy! Ohmy! You can't even imagine the weddings! Mr. Bienert,
do you remember Mr. Bienert or was he there when you were there?

Q: Oh, the name's familiar, but . . .

A: Ch, he was a great person. And he used to tell me he thought the
college should start buying my wedding gifts for me because I was
invited to so many weddings. But they were fin weddings. I had lots
of fun at those weddings. I remember there was one girl who was being
married in Springfield. Is it all right to talk about that?
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: Married in Springfield and I was going with a group of college
kids and you know how slow they run. And I thought, "Oh my! 1I'll
never—I know we won't get there in time and I won't go in the church
if we don't get there in time." There was a carload of us going, but
we made it. And I know she had asked the usher to bring me down in
front because she lived at dorm, at Pixley, but I didn't want to go
down front. But it was a beautiful wedding and everything. And T
still see her and T see her parents and . . . it's been a great

experience.

Q: Did other dorm mothers get invited to weddings, do you think, or
was that samething that you--felt was unique?

A: I don't think they did. If they did, maybe once in a blue moon,
but-—ch, you can't imagine the money I have spent on weddings. Like I
said one time, it was a very gratifying job, but it was a very
expensive job.

Q: Yes, because of just that sort of thing? The weddings? what else
was expensive about it?

&

A: Gifts, and you know, I always tried to give my counselors
samething for Christmas and . . .

Q: Now were you paid for being a dorm mother at any point?
A: OCh, yes.
Q: There was a check involved, as well as your room and board?

A: Oh, yes, I made a little, but it was nothing in comparison with my
expenses, Carol, is what I'm saying.

Q: Okay, well, I wanted to clear that up.

A: Well, it wasn't the college's fault that I was maintaining a home,
you know.

Q: Well, could you have lived in the dorm during the summer, though?

A: Well, I could, but I wouldn't live in the dorm! It was bad enough
during breaks to stay——I mean, not breaks, but like Easter time, you
know, when you kids went home for two or three [days]--ch, no, I
wouldn't have stayed, but yes, I think there are many--not many,
because there aren't that many there, but I know of two directors that
live in the dorm all time. They don't even have a home. But see,
most of the people who were directors in dorms, they did not maintain
a home. Like the one at Ellis now, she doesn't maintain a hame.

Q: She just lives in Ellis year round?
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A: No, she doesn't live [there] in the sumertime. Her mother is
living and she goes and . . .

Q: Oh, I see.

A: Her husband is dead and she goes and stays with her mother. But
see,thatwayitim'tsobad,hztywstilldm'tmaheanyﬂﬂng.
Because the food—-I hate to say this, but you remember--the food was
80 terrible and I am a very peculiar eater, I guess, but I spent as
mich money at the dorm by, food as I probably do here at nmy
apartment where I'm living now, because I bought all this funny food,
you know, that--snacks and things like that. aAnd I used to make toast
for kids--I don't know whether I ever made you any toast or not, but I
used to have this bread that made the most delicious toast ardd I can
remember making toast for Judy and all those kids. I don't know
vdfmarImrmmwaymmm ut for girls when they were
sick . . .

Q: Yes, when they were ill. But the food at Baxter was not to your
liking either?

A: Ch, no. But they say the food's better now.

Q: I've heard that.

A: Since they have the new dining room

Q: I'm not sure I believe it. But I've heard that.

A: Irunmbenrwlmtheymiltﬂaemlibrary you know, the library
was over in Tanner? I can remember helping move the books.

Q: You were in on that, too?

A: You know I was crazy when I lived at that dorm. I'm not sure that
was appreciated. Because I used to work, I used to wash the windows
intlmtamalllwnge,qetupmaladder,ymhm,wbmwemre
having Parents' Weekend and when we had Parents' Weekerd I used
to~that was before it became so informal as it is now. We had, at
Pixley, our silver punch bowl and the cups and the conpote .

Q: And the cardlesticks . . .

A: And the candlesticks and the lace tablecloth and—we got that
after I came there. Now the punch was given——the punch bowl was given
in honor of Mrs. Shenkel when she died, but the other things: I
bought the candlesticks, DeanEldredboughtscmething I don't
remember, one of the plates, I think, silver plates.

Qs Mrs, Smmel,ymsaldmepmchbmlwasbmghtinherhmnr,me
was the dorm preceding you?
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Q: Now since Pixley had only been built in 1966, had there--do you
know if there had been other dorm mothers?

A: No, there hadn't been.

Q: She had been the first dorm mother in Pixley, so you were the
secand dorm mother there?

A: Yes. And, but we used to—och, we worked so hard for Parents!'
Weekend. We'd have them bring over a big table--did we ever have the
silver at any time you were there?

Q: Yes, my freshman year.

A: Tt always looked real pretty, didn't it? But it was left up to me
mostly, because I had to wrap every piece of that silver. Every one
of those cups and be sure that all that silver-—same of the girls
would help wash it, I'm not saying they didn't--but I had to see to it
it was dried and shined before I put it away and then we had to send
it over to Tammer to be put in the vault. Wonder what will happen to
that silver now? No one will ever know it belongs to Pixley since
I've left—after Dean Eldred leaves, now he would know. But see,
[there's] no one at Pixley anymore who would know anything about the
silver. But, they stopped having Parents' Weekend. It was fun to
have Parents' Weekend at the dorm because you got to meet a lot of the
parents and really, you know, sort of get to know them, but it was a
lot of work. But I suppose I hated Homecaming worse because I didn't
know whether those girls would ever get—-we'd--we'd ever get the
Home—-the dorms decorated because it was always the last mimute
because you couldn't get the gals goirny any sooner than the last

Q: Hang on a secord.
End of Side One, Tape Two

Q: Mrs. Warmmer, you were there for ten years or so.
A: I was there longer than ten.

Q: You were there from 1970 through 19 . . .

A: I'm not sure when. Isn't that silly of me?

Q: Well, you retired and were called back.

A: Yes.

Q: About 1982 or samething like that.,

A: Yes, scwething like that.
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Q: So you were there for at least ten years.
A: ILonger than that.

Q: Did you notice any—or what could you say was the difference in
girls, the women you were dealing with?

A: WVell, when I first went, like I say, it was at a time when pecple
were rebelling against rules and such. However, I don't think I was
too handicapped with that, you know, because like I say I think the
girls felt sorry for me because I'm sure it got around that my husband
had just died. And I think perhaps they had quite a bit of cawpassion
for me. I don't know. Like I said, you know, did I mention this
about the slacks and wearing slacks and things like that?

Q: Yes.

A: But they were, we had some pretty--several in the dorm at that
time who rebelled. In fact, my head counselor the first year I was
there rebelled somewhat. I know one day, I can't remember what she
did. Samething, But I went up to her room to talk to her about it,
and . . . Oh, I know what it was. She had been out 1

supposed to be cut, but she came right to me and told me at the time.
Ard I asked her why she did that because she knew that she was
breaking a rule and she was head counselor. And I think she had sort
of a-—ch, she was a terrific girl—I think she had a crush on one of
the professors. In fact, I know she did because she told me. And she
didn't date. And we talked this thing out and I told her to go to
somecne, I don't remember who it was-——one of the professors--scmecne
that she respected a great deal, and talk to him. And I think she did
and then ehe straightened up fine. And then after she left~-graduated
from college--she applied for a—I don't remember what kind of a job.
Same kind of a job. I don't know whether it was state . . . Well,
the F.B.I. came to investigate. Now what would she have applied for?

Q: PFederal?
A: Federal.

Q: Federal goverrment.

A: Yes, federal government. I couldn't think. I've talked so mich I
can't think! And he asked me all sorts of questions about her. He
also-~also she had given Dean Hopper.

Q: As a reference?

A: Her reference, too. And she did get the job because we both could
really recommend her very highly. She did get the job and I'm sorry
I've lost contact with Carol because she was such a nice person. Then
. + o in the middle of my time there, it was fun time because, ch, my,
there was such nice gals and we had lots of fun. I mean, really, lots
of fun. The wamen and the men—can you remember when Judy was there?
When ehe was head counselor?
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Q: Yes.

A: she practically lived in my apartment and yet she made the best
grades she'd ever made. She said she was the busiest she'd ever been
because she had a lot of girls on that floor—on second floor——who
came to her with problems. And I don't know how Judy ever got
anything done, really, but she did. She made the best grades she'd
ever made, she told me. She said, "I just can't believe it," but she
said, "I suppose the busier I am, I don't waste any of my time." But
Judy and those fellows and women used to come in there and we would
laugh. In fact, ouwr counselor on first floor would came and knock at
the door to tell us to be quiet. And I mean, I think they were
really, oh, like in the later 1970s= we had a great--ch, not a hundred
percent—tut a great bunch of wamen in that dorm. 'They were more
mature.

Q: Than the ones had been earlier, you think?

A: Ch, yes. Yes. And then right before I left, I didn't have any
problems, really, but they were changing and I understand they have
changed a great deal since. But I don't really know because I
don't—you know I'm not on the campus but I guess an overall picture
of the years that I was there, I have not too many gripes about the
women.

Q: You didn't see any big changes in their attitudes or . . .
A: Not really.

Q: Gradual changes?

A: Probably from 1970 to—what year did you come, Carol?

Q: 1974 was my first year.

A: Probably from 1970~-after they changed those——all those rules, you
know, the sign-out bock and stuff, things got a lot better. Much

Q: The girls were more . . .

A: More relaxed and didn't feel that they were being watched all the
time. I suppose that's the word I want to use, you know. And could
feel more relaxed to do the things they wanted to do. I mean, they
could come downstairs, if they wanted to, with the rollers in their
hair, which they had never been able to do before.

Q: Had it been against the rules?

A: Oh, yes. Oh, yes.
Q: But now, ckay, what kind of rules were those that they couldn't .
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A: I don't know whose rules those--those were in effect when I got
there. I have no idea whose rules those were.

Q: Could they come down in their robes, slippers?
A: They did, same of them.

Q: With the old rules?

A: Ch, no, no, no, no.

Q: They had to be fully dressed to go to the lounge?

A: Yes, ard they had, at Baxter, when I first went, they had certain
nights that you had to dress.

Q: Surdays?

At We had sit-down meals. Now, they weren't doing that when you were
there, were they?

Q: No, no.

A: We had sit-down meals and you had to be dressed. If you weren't
dressed, you didn't eat.

Q: Ard by "dressed" you mean?

A: I mean the fellows had to have a coat and I can't remember whether
they had to have a tie or not. I don't remember.

Q: What about the girls?
A: The women had be dressed in dresses.

Q: Had to wear their skirts. But that—-then they were served at the
table, weren't they?

A: Yes. Yes, we had a waitress and we were served at the table. And
then of course things relaxed and they went cafeteria and you could
go—-well, you had to wear shoes in the dining roam and you had to have
scme clothes on, you didn't go in with a bathing suit or anything like
that, but rules were relaxed.

Q: Now, was that about the same time that they dropped the required
chapela'attexﬂarne? Do you remember?

A: Required chapel was dropped before I went to the college.
Q: Before you came, okay.

A: Because I can remember my husband thought that was terrible.
(laughs) He did.
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Q: Yes? But, okay, I'm just trying to get an idea what was going on.
Requiredd:apel already been eliminated.

A: That was dropped before I came,

Q: During the mid-severnties, I know I remember streaking [short-lived
fadofmmin;or"strmking' mde through public places] was a big

A: What wasg?

Q: Streaking.
A: Ooochhhhhhh!

Q: Did you have any trouble with that? In Pixley? ‘That was about
1973, 19747

A: Seems to me I remember cne person streaked through, but I remember
thenighttheyhadthebigstnaakoutcmthe—-wereyouthereatthe

Q: No, I was in the--that was the year before I came.

A: I remember being in my « I had planned to go to st.
LmiswithafrietﬂofmwmxtdayamImssmtmgm
aparm'rtaxﬂIheardallthismlsemtmthestreetandmeofthe
girls rushed in--or some fellow——to tell me there was streaking, "Get
out therel" And I said, "I'm not going out." I didn't think it was
qwlbeappropriateplaceformetobe out watching.

Q: What street was it? Was it Mound?

A: Mourd, yes. Right in fromt of the dorms, yes. And I didn't go
out, ut some of the directors did go cut. I didn't think that I
should. You know, you have to put your place a little bit above the
students, dm'tyouth:hﬂc?

Q: Yes.

A: Arnd I didn't feel that I should go cut. But I guess, ch, my, they
mast have really had samething going. I didn't see it. Idldmtsee
1t,hm1thinksmetimafterthatmybemfellwstmaked

the dorm. I didn't--however, I did not see him, but I couldn't see
everyﬂmirgﬂmtvmsgoirgm,soldidn'tseehim

Q: Was there anything else like that while you were there? Any other
silly fads that you can recall?

A: No I can't remember anything else. Maybe there were, but I can't
rightmw,carol.

Q: Nobody was dying their hair purple yet or anything like that?
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A: No, I can't think of anything like that at all. Well, those men
used to come in——the counselors and I had a meeting every Surday
night. Ten o'clock, wasn't it?

Q: Yes,

A: Ard it got to the place where we couldn't have it in my apartment
because the men came—-there were a hunch of men who wanted to watch a
television program at ten o'clock.

Q: "Monty Python," wasn't it?
A: That was the name of it!

"Monty Python." [The BBC's Monty Python's Circus wa shown
Sunday nights on WILL~TV, Champaiqn, a staticm was available to
Jackscnville anly on cable ™.]

A: And—-I'd forgotten the name of it ard I can remember even, they'd

be sitting on top of the sink. That roam would be full of those men
and we'd have to go—-were you a counselor then?

Q: I don't think so.
A: We have to go to one of the counselor's roams to have ocur meeting

becausetmtman-—thataparmxtwasso——lg\mssxmalittlefme
with the students. I know my friends used to think that I was.

Q: WwWhy were they .

They thought that I let the students run all over me, but I don't
thuﬂ-:that:[did

Q: Why were the guys coming to your apartment to watch "Monty
Python"?

A: T don't know.

A: Gh, sure.
Q: And they lived on campus?
A: Yes.

But they came over to your apartment every Sunday evening to watch
"MmtyPythm"

A: Not only that, but those guys would come——one time I was on the
telephone ard my door was open between the living room and the

Q: The bedroom was where the telephone was.
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Q: That was almost one-fourth of . . .

A: I cried! And that week before commencement, it was such a sad
week for me because they were all—och, they were wonderful young
woemen. They were. They had never caused one ounce of problem in the
dorm and they were really wonderful gals. Amd they had set up on the
campus to have commencement outside--it poured down rain. And they
had to have it in the chapel. Well, with 24 ocut of ocur dorm
graduating, you can imagine it was a big graduation class. And, there
wasn't even enough room for the parents, but I saw Mr. Bienert, he was
in charge of a lot of things there, and, he was one of the
vice-presidents. And I said, "Mr. Bienert, I've just got to go
and--to graduation! Because," I said, "I've got 24 girls leaving."
Mr. Bienert and I were real good friends, I liked him so well. I
said, "I've got 24 girls leaving the dorm and I have to go to
camencement!" And he said, "I'll see to it you get a seat." I don't
even think same of the parents got in that place, because you know, it
isn't too large, and I remember, too, itwasameofthesaddestm
comencements . . . . 'Ihespea]oar,Itln:ght,"‘Itmepoor ors are
leaving this school . . . " He was =0 pessimistic about jobs and
everything, you know. And I thought, "what a sad commencemerrt!®
Really. And it was raining and it was dark and dreary ard I thought,
"Oh, how sad for those poor . . ." It was always sad to have the
pecple out of your dorm leaving, really. It really was sad. But,
that was another phase of their life, you know, they were going into
the autside world and their life was going to be different. and . . .

Q: How did they feel about it, do you think?

A: Same were happy to be out of college; some felt real insecure.
But I used to tell them, "This is a different phase of your life, now.
Yau're going to enjoy the outside world. You're going to get a job
and it's going to be entirely different." Yes, some were real sad to
leave. I don't know what Illinois College has—it's a great
school-~put so many people really hate to leave Jacksonville and leave
Illinois College. Have you noticed that?

Q: Yes, I experienced it. (laughs)
A: Did you experience it, too?
Q: Yes, I know exactly what you're talking about.

A: Well, I never could quite--well, I could understand, too. But I

can remember, even at Christmas time when the kids would home for
Christmas break, they weren't too happy about leaving friends

arxl they were so happy to get back. 2bsolutely thrilled to death to
get back. Not everyone, I'm sure, but the majority were very happy to
be back.

Q: Did you feel like you were——you said you had twenty-four girls
graduate one year-—and, I know we talked about this a little bit

before, but did you feel like you were involved in a family? Was
Pixley a family for you?








































