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Preface 

Carol Jenkins was me of those yatng wmen. to J-ille in 
1974 Ekrra. her dJ.dtbDod hOmatQwn in Illhis, sh8 resided in 
P M e y  W l  fur fwr ye?m while e a d q  an A.B. in history m-d 
Spanish. Dmirrgherfinalthree-ofstudy, shewczkedasa 
flonr cxnmsdnr, mE&y gaining ins- to the &all- of 
domitory managemerrt. After graduation she taw at the high school 
level far yeam. Later, as an apluyee of the state of Illhis, 
s h s ~ t o s c h D o l a t S a r q r a m S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y t o ~ v m r k a n  
a master's In plblic histmy. 
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Sarah Warner, N u v a b r  4, 1986, ~a-ille, 1llhh. 

Q: Mrs. W a x m r ,  can you tell me a k u t  whan you f i r s t  cmas to Illinois 
aollege? 

W be a thing for me and I finally decided to go. I had 
alwaysthougmif ~ h a p p n e d t o m y ~ I ~ d l a v e t o ~ r k  
wit31 y a r q  pacple. m, I hadnlt had that of experience with 

people, lxrt I I v e  always lcnred ymq pcple.  And so I decided I 
vmldgo. A n d t h e y g a r v e m e a b a u t ~ ~ t o ~ u p q ~ .  

Q: sure* 
A: ?sdweStartedcleanhgbecausetbedrrrm--aHeofthehsad 
~ c m h a d b e e n l i ~ J n s i n t h e a p a r b m e r r t a n d i t m s r a t h e r a ~ .  
But was a little baq& of f l m  an the mffee table. And 
m e y u s a d - - t h s y t o o k u l e ~ ~ c l e a n s d m y a p a r t m e o r t a n d r n a d s t h e  
M and p.rt ny cloths  away & then the director at Ellis [another 
-IS danitrJnr rn .uls I l l h i s  College Campwrs] called rm and asbd 
nne tm ga to 1- w i t h  her at Baxter [ I l lh i s  Oollegel s cammal 
dinghqhall f r a n  1929 to 19861. Well, I was so scared arrd so nervous 
at that time. I had lost a lot of weight  and I felt like I leaked 
like a little old w a r m  a hm3xd old. But when I back to 
the d ~ a m  the started canirq respeciallY the ~ - ,  
t h e y w m ~ k i n d t o m e a t l d f a m ~ f ~ d g o t o h d a t  
nimt ard I &d cxy night for a lcarg time because I felt so 
alone. B u t ~ s o o n t h e g i r l s ~ d c l l r n e d c k J n a n d I 1 d b e m ~  
sofa and thq ld  get m the floor and they would talk to mne. They were 
so nioe to me. 





Q: Y e s *  

A: The wxrm who lived in the dorm. And if saneane's m, if - hadn't signed in, .then I had to call on the floor, which was 
m o s t ~ h q t o r & e a t t h a t t i m e , t o s e e i f t h e y w e m o n t h e  
flom, becauseIthmghtmaybetheyhadforgottenhwtosignin, I 
rmn to sign In. 

Q: Yeru said .that only abaut five of ths girls left the dona, the 
otherrs &¶y€d in? 

8: Dia the utheys give a . . . Why did the-only five leave? 

A: Ftmlm me? 

Q: Why did m l y  five leanre, do ycru think? 



A: Well, I g u e s s t h e y ~ t h e c m e s W f 3 6 r e a l l y w a r r t e d ~ ~ € 3 s  
dmqed, well, I'm sure they all the rules changed but the 
atbra didntt go at. And me of t k  girls who did go art *that night 
became--rshe was f ran  New York and she was a darlirq girl and I used to 
sit and d c e  her and mxbr  -t she was really like. W l ,  we 
f h l l y g a t t o b e ~ r e a t f r k r d s ,  ~infactahewasarryheadcmmelor 
far scrneyearmt I was -, I can't -. . . 
Q: Sure. 



Q: Yes. 

A: I can't really remmbr. 

Q: Okay. 

A: It wasn't too terribly I-, m. (21, I m, Dr. C a b  [L. 
V- C&m, IC president frm 1956 b 19733 was ~~ of the 
oollege then. 

A: hd I can't it was right befare he left or right after he 
left college. Yau w i l l  have to look that up & see. [ s i g n a t  
beaks - d b m k h c d  in ths fall of 19731 

Q: I will. 

Q: Well, when I carae h 1974, that had already changed. 



A; well, it mmde me feel, p~ ~ M V ,  I wasn't go* to fib to her 
-9 

A: And I really didn't think it was quite fair that they came t om 
wlth salewxq like that, not really. But, I don't 1- wlry they did 
eim, I man, I have no idea, 3xrt I didn't think it was quite fair, 
because I CCIUldn't fib to her parmb. 

Q: No. 

A: And I krmu it worried me all Christmas vacaticm. WLt, and I, 
well, we'll start ths f* of me year there. 

A: Oh yes, she carr~e ba&, yes. the fixst of the -1 think 
those rules in effect my whnle year there, 1970 and 1971. I'm 
pretty---* 



Q: That's okay, that's okay. 

A: A n d 1 ~ 1 ~ ' t ~ ~ ~ ~ i n t h s h a l l w h e r e I  
lived. I can renmhr.  . . that's the reasal I had, ycru lmm, I 
muld college kids a little better. 

Q: sure. 

A: But I mtw&er our director at the dorm where I went t o  college, 
s h s a l m p c a r r i e d a b i g 3 J u n c h o f ) r r s y s a n d c m ~ y ~ m  
d d ,  w e h e a d t 0 b e h c r u s : r m m a l l ~ y ~ t h a t w a s w a y b a c k  
m,ycru)919W. Andwewmtld, Iwasarealbratthen, Ivmuldrunto 

else's rocrm and if I'd hear her a d r q  I would hide in a 



c l ~ o r ~ . U l s b e d ,  a d s o ,  I e o f  undarstood, yau3aawt what 
it was, college l i f e  was lh. 

A: m, yes, yrxlr man and board, which I maintain& a h a m  anyway, 
ycru hw, so that was no for nre, but I did go back ny scad . m, my first year there, Wme was, I man after the first 
semsh?, I mean seccnd -, I had a girl who, me of the college 
 girl^ vho to stay in tam & get rmm wrk arrd &e if 
ataecmldmeardlivewithme.  I~verygrate£ulbecauseI l ived 
i n a ~ a n d I w a s v e z y g r a t e f u l t o h e l p h e r i f  Icxmldbcausethat  
way Ifid wxmom a m n d  too. And so this girl did cclrrre arrd stayed 
atq-a&Ididn't~barrythirrgforitanda&heLped 
her fhnchllytoowithher at W collage. 

A: I d o n % r e a l l y ~ i t ~ t o o l ~ .  Thatsmn%likAItm 
braggm. l d m l t m m i t t h a t w a y a t a l l ,  bu t Iqmedupmy 
a-to-. M y ~ ~ ~ l o c k e d J n t h e d a ~ ,  
theyvmreleftwideapn. If I m n t t o d h m r i n t h e e v d n g ,  mydoor 
was wide open. If I went-which whea I was f i rs t  there, I had to  go 
a u t t o m y ~ t o ~ ~ ~ ~ a n d ~ ~ - l x l t I f h w e r  
lo- the door. The hy, we had a m&er key to wery r m n .  No, I 
w L l l t a h t h a t b a c k a b a r t ~ m a s b r l w y ,  i t w a s ~ t h a t 1 ~  
f m ~ ~ f o r ~ Q n k e ~ ,  canctyarrdsuch. A r d i t w a ~ i n r y c r w n  
nm-my mt I left a&, it wms an ethe mxetary, and I let people mne 
h a n d  ~ ~ c k ~ n c h a r v g e a n d 1 ~ t o m a b i t 4 a n a k e ~  
f ~ t h a t . t h a t ~ - a ~ i ~ t h e i r p l a a a s i t ~ n ~ t l ~ m i n e . A n d I  
thinkitworMaxtred, &dl.  F i n a l l y g a t t o t h e p l a c e ~ I  
C C U l d n f i t l e e n r e t h e ~ a r t b e c a u a e t 3 - e r e ~ d b e q U i t e a b i t  
miss- an8 I aauldnbt afford that. 

Q: mat lms in later par s ,  thaqh, right? 

A: H , m i t g o t b U E B p l a c r s - q t i r r r e s I & d c c m e i n a n d  
the rocm mild be m a y - - I  had a telwision-the rmu vmld be 
c c s ~ [ p l e t e l y ~ l o f ~ o n ~ f l ~ ~ m a y b e - - I ~ f ~ t ~  



Q: Ycru would call bath the b y  and the girl? 

A: No, j w s t  the girl. I mean that -*t his dorm, it was her donn. 

8: Yes. Do ycru remaePmber any big -tiom that you had durhg 
that first year? 

Q: Y e s ,  wildyau explain that? 

Q: Nau, ms this just me flmr or wae it the whole dam? 

A: Ibe W e  donna Mhen yau had bed m, y r ~ u  had the -1e donu, 
as wll as I mmmhr. I'm sum it was the whole dorm. And am, I 




























































































































































































