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Preface

This mamscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted
by Carol S. Jenkins for the Oral History Office on November 4, 1986.
Carol S. Jenkins transcribed the tapes and edited the transcript.
Sarah Warner reviewed the edited trmascript.

Sarah Warner was born in Owingsville, Kentucky on December 18, 1912.
Fourth child in a family of five, she was the youngest daughter of
tobacco planter. Her education was in the public schools of
Owingsville and at Morehead College. Although she did not receive a
degree, Sarah was nonetheless able to teach school for a year. In
1934, she married Roy Warner and set up housekeeping in Georgetown,
Illinois, near Danville. After World War II, the couple moved to
Jacksanville, Illinois. There Roy worked as an esployee of Van Campe
hardward and Iron of Indianapolis while Sarah kept house and became
active in several of Jacksonville's many volunteer social
organizations.

When Roy died in 1970, Sarah was asked to become head resident, or
"dorm mother," of Pixley Hall, a women's dormitory on the campus of
the private, charch-sponsored Illiois College. For the next twelve
years, Mrs. Warner, who had no children of her own, was "mother" to
the cne-hundred bed dorm. Her experiences reflect not only her own
joys and frustrations, achievements and disappointments; they also
reflect those of the young women—and men—-with whom she dealt.

[+

Carol Jenkins was one of those young women. Coming to Jacksonville in
1974 from her childhood hometown in southern Illinois, she resided in
Pixley Hall for four years while earning an A.B. in history and

. During her final three semesters of study, she worked as a
floor counselor, thereby gaining insights to the challenges of
dormitory management. After graduation she taught at the high school
level for two years. later, as an employee of the state of Illinois,
she returned to school at Sangamon State University to pursue work on

a master's degree in public history.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transecript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The mamiscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in wri from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.
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Sarah Warner, November 4, 1986, Jacksonville, Illinois.
Carol Jenkins, Interviewer.

Q: Mrs. Warner, can you tell me about when you first came to Illinois
College?

A: My husband died in November, November the first, in 1970. He had
been ill for six months and right before his memorial service which
was the eighth of November, Dean Hopper [worked at IC from 1954 to
1984 in various capacities, Assoc. Dean of Students from 1974] who was
assistant dean at Illinois College, they had lost their director at
Pixley Hall had become ill and she was going to have to retire and
Dean Hopper came and asked me to come to the dorm. Well, it was a big
decision because it was so soon after my husband died, I didn't know
what to do, lut I talked to my friends about it and they thought it
would be a wonderful thing for me and I finally decided to go. I had
always thought if anything happened to my husband I would love to work
with young pecple. However, I hadn't had that kind of experience with
young pecple, but I 've always loved young pecple. And 80 I decided I
would go. And they gave me about two weeks to make up my mind.

Q: Yes.

A: Ard they were in a hurry to get samecne there. So I left home and
a couple of my friends went with me to the dorm and--to make me feel
more comfortable, because I was scared. (laughs)

Q: Sure.

: And we started cleaning because the dorm—one of the head
counselors had been living in the apartment and it was rather a mess.
But there was a little bouquet of flowers on the coffee table. And
they used—they took the sweeper and cleaned my apartment and made the
bed and put my clothes away and then the director at Ellis [another
women's domitory on the Illinois College Campus] called me and asked
me to go to lunch with her at Baxter [Illinois College's commmal
ing hall from 1929 to 1986]. Well, I was so scared and SO nervous
at that time. I had lost a lot of weight and I felt like I looked
like a little old woman a hurdred old. But when I came back to
the dorm the girls started coming in, especially the counselors, and
they were most kind to me and I can remember I would go to bed at
night and I would cry every night for a long time because I felt so
alone., But pretty soon the girls would come down and I'd be on the
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Q: Yes,

A: And at that time the men could be in the
night and then the dorm closed. And
women had to be in their rooms. And
and out. There was what we called the check—there was an
the--what was that called?

Q: The main desk?

A: Yes, the main desk. And there was a sign-out bock there and every
time they left campus, they had to sign cut and they had to sign in.

Q: This was the women who lived in the dorm?

A: The women who lived in the dorm. And then if someone's name, if
sanecne hadn't signed in, then I had to call on the floor, which was
most embarrassing to me at that time, to see if they were on the
floor, because I thought maybe they had forgotten how to sign in, I
mean to sign in.

Q: What was your apartment like? Was it furnished by the school?

A: It was furnished by the school. I didn't bring any of my
furniture there. It was pretty bleak looking, believe me. I remember
there was a small rug on the floor and it loocked like a

almost. And the furniture was most uncomfortable, however I lived
with it for quite a few years.

And at that time the men especially were rebelling against the hours.
And T had only been at the dorm about, ch, I suppose two weeks, and
the men came asking the women to get out. Well, to me that was very
frightening experience to see all those men ocutside. And there were
about five girls who went out of the dorm and the rest stayed in.

Which was very gratifying to me because I had never experienced

anything like that ard so I was very grateful, you know. And those
men were climbing around on the windows and I thought, "Oh dear, what
have I got myself into!" (laughs) I thought, "I think I will be

leaving this place (laughter) because this is a real rare experience
for me." But anyway, they finally left the dorm and things quieted
down. However, they did . . . I think I'm getting ahead of my time.

Q: You said that only about five of the girls left the dorm, the
others stayed in?

A: Yes, but they came back in. I mean I opened the dorm and let them
come back in when they were ready to came back in.

Did the others give a . . . Why did the—only five leave?
A: Pardon me?
Q: Why did only five leave, do you think?

Q




A: Well, I guess they were the ones who really wanted the rules
changed, well, I'm sure they all wanted the rules charged but the
others didn't go cut. Amd one of the girls who did go out that night
became-—she was from New York and she was a darling girl and I used to
sit and notice her and wonder what she was really like. Well, we
finally got to be great friends, and in fact she was my head counselor
for some year that I was there, I can't remember . . .

to be real, real good friends and Debbie would came in
had quite a time as a counselor. But she'd cane in and she
very emotional and she'd walk the floor and scream and cry and I'd
get her quieted down. (laughs) But counselors did have a hard job.
It was a terrible job, because when you work with your peers and have
to correct them, that is hard.

Q: How were coaunselors chosen back then?

A: Well, back then I can't really remember because I didn't know the
girls that well. After I got to the place where I really knew the
people in the dorm, the women in the dorm, I would concentrate on

waild recommend them as a dorm comselor. And then I would call them
in and talk to them and see how they felt about being a counselor.

Q: Yes.

A: But at that time I don't remember, Carol, how they were chosen.
But I'm sure we at the dorm had a lot to do and we were always very
fortunate at Pixley because the counselors we choge, the deans always
approved of them. Sometimes the dean would ask "why did you choose
this certain person?" And I would tell him, you know, that I had
interviewed them and felt that they would make good counselors. And
as a rule, well, there's always exceptions to the rule, but as a rule
we always had excellent counselors.

But anyway, going back to my first year, (laughs) the rules were
really very strict but--and it was hard, it was hard as a director to
try and enforce those rules, however, we did work real hard at trying
to enforce aur rules. And they finally changed. I can't remember
whether they went from ten o'clock to twelve o'clock at night that men
could be in the dorm till twelve o'cleck, I can't remember, but I
think so.

Q: Nowwvwhenyousay . . .

A: Ard at that time, when the men could be in the dorm at twelve
o'clock, that was before the women had keys, it was a fun time.

Q: Now when you say the men could be in the dorm . . .
A: In the lounge!
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Q: You only mean in the lounge?

A: Ch, yes! The lounge (laughs) only. It was rather a fun time
because everyone, the men ard the women, would come in the lounge,
would be in the lounge at twelve o'clock. Ard I can remember one
fellow would get on the steps that led to first floor, there was a
door there leading to the first floor, and he'd always sing songs.
(laughs) and T used to really enjoy that. I never had any trouble
getting the men out of the dorm at twelve o'clock, because I didn't
push them, I would just go out and stand there and they would know.

was one fellow that I remamber real well that he was always
S0 polite and so nice. Axﬂashevmldgocutthedom I would

the front door ready to lock it and as he would go out, he'd
always bow to me and say, "Good night, Mrs. Warner." (laughter) But
he became ane of my real, real special friends also.

A: But I was very fortunate. I never had any trouble with the men
leavirgthelotmgeattmlveo'clock Then the rules changed where

the women didn't have to sign in and out.

Q: Do you know about what—-how long you had been there?

A: I can't really remember.

Q: Okay.

A: It wasn't too terribly long, though. Oh, I suppose, Dr. Caine [L.
Vernon Caine, IC pa:esidentfzm1956t01973]waspresidmt of the

college then.

Q: Okay.

A: ArﬂIcan'trmadmrltwasrightbeforeheleftorrightafterhe
left the college. You will have to look that up ard see. [sign-out
books were discontimued in the fall of 1973}

Q: I will.

A: That the rules changed and there was no more sign-out books.

Q: Well, when I came in 1974, that had already changed.

A: Who was president then, Carol?

Q: Mdinger, Dr. Mundinger.

A: I think it changed about the time he came, however, I'm not sure,
I can't remember back--after being at the dorm as lag as I was, I
can't remember all the dates.

But my first year was quite a challenge, believe me. I was there only
two or three weeks before Thanksgiving vacation and at Christmas time
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we had a Christmas party. We decided that we'd have a very informal
Christmas party we'd have our—-is it all right to talk about?

Q: Sure.

A: We'd have our Christmas tree, put up cur Christmas tree, and we'd
string popcorn to put on it and decorate the tree and we'd always have
refreshments. And a large mmber of-—and men could came also to the
lounge. Arﬂwaalwayshadamalgoodczmdaxﬂltwasafuntime
And then I remember at Christmastime, there was the night before the
domwasboclose,theﬁrstdnustmslwasthexe There was a boy
ard a girl, I won't mention her name, she was a fantastic person, and
the fellow was too, they came to me, which frightened me because I
didn't know quite how to handle it, kut they came to me and asked
me~~the girl wasn't getting along with her parents and she was not
going to go home. She was going someplace for Christmas, I don't
remember where. And I remember they wanted me to, if I saw her
father, should he come to the dorm not to tell him where she was.
Well, I didn't know where she was going anyway, but I was very
fortunate that he didn't come to the dorm because I wouldn't want to .
+ + I really didn't know where she was going. But I think things
panned out after that and she finally went home. But——pardon me?

Q: How did you feel when she came and asked you that? Did you feel
that . . . How did that make you feel?

A; Well, it made me feel, you know, I wasn't going to fib to her
parents.

Q: Yes.

A: Ard I really didn't think it was quite fair that they came to me
with something like that, not really. But, I don't know why they did
either, Iman,Ihavemidaa,hxtIdM'tﬂurﬂcltwasqultafalr,
becauseIcmldn'tfibtoherpamts

Q: No.

A: And I know it worried me all Christmas vacation. But, and I,
well, we'll start the first of the year there.

Q: Did she came back?
A: In l971.
Q: She came back?

A: Oh yes, she came back, yes. After the first of the year—T think
those rules were in effect my whole year there, 1970 and 1971. I'm

pretty sure they were.
Q: Okay.
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A: And I really . . . MyflmtValentme'sDaythathasthereI
woke up on—I didn't get much sleep there. There were nights when—
I'm going from Valentine's Day to something else. (laughs)

Q: That's ckay, that's okay.

A: There were nights when I'd be ti11 three o'clock in the morning
talking to women. 'Iherevmldbe:gghtsmenevenmenm:ldccmeam
talk to me about . . .

Q: Dorm residents?
A: Pardon me?
Q: By women, you mean dorm resident women?

A: Women in the dorm, right. And men, I remember one fellow
fm—-rntGardner[GardnerarﬂmmerHallswemneighborhgmans
dormitories], ut . . .

Q: Turner?

A: Turner, who came to me to talk to me , oh, I don't remember
what it's about, about his family or something, but I know he stayed
mtilabaxtthreeo'clockinthemormngarﬂltoldhimhehadto
leave. (laughs) And I'm not sure that the deans would approve of
that, but what do you do when someone wants to talk to you, you Know?
Because they really didn't have any--well I guess they could've gone
toifxedeansandtalked,hztIdm'thmwhytheycanetome,Ihave
no idea.

5

up the door to my apartwent and all over the lounge were these
hearts and decorated and they had all kinds of nice things to say
about me, which made me feel real good, because at that point I had no
idaawl'xatthekidstmmrt. But my first year there was quite an
experience really because, you know, it was all new to me. However, I
had been to college and I knew what a director had to do, you know.
Can I bring some of that in?

Q: Sure.

A: And I remember I wasn't the best resident in the hall where I
lived. I can remember . . . that's the reason I had, you know, I
could understand college kids a little better.

Q: Sure.

A: But I remember ocur director at the dorm where I went to college,
she always carried a big bunch of keys and on Sunday afternoon we
could, we had to be in cur room all Sunday afterncon that was way back
when, you know. And we would, I was a real brat then, I would run to
smnelse'smarﬂifI‘dhearhermrgIvmldhideina
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closet or under the bed, and so, I sort of understood, you know, what
it was, college life was like.

But then I didn't know how to handle all that, I mean I was feeling my
way and I know at the end of the year, Dean Eldred asked me if I would
come back and I said, "Well, I have to think about it." And at that
time you didn't make any money, it was like . . . [according to Dean
Eldred, dorm directors were "probably paid about $100 a month" plus
room and board when Mrs. Warner started] volunteer work really and
President Caine always said, you know, this is like doing a service

Q: You got your meals at Baxter for free?

A: Oh, yes, your room and board, which I maintained a house anyway,
you know, so that was no asset for me, but I did go back my second
year. Oh, my first year there, there was, I mean after the first
semester, I mean second semester, I had a girl who, ane of the college
girls who wanted to stay in town and get same work and she wondered if
she could come and live with me. I was very grateful because I lived
in a house and I was very grateful to help her if I could because that
way I'd have someone around too. And so this girl did come and stayed
at my house which I didn't charge her anything for it and which helped
her financially too with her expenses at the college.

Q: Now, during that first year, how long do you think the transition
lasted between the old dorm mother and you? How long did it take you
to establish yourself?

A: I don't really think it tock too long. That sounds like I'm
bragging. I don't mean it that way at all, but I opened up my
apartment to everyone. My doors were never locked in the daytime,
they were left wide open. If I went to dimmer in the evening, my door
was wide open. If I went——which when I was first there, I had to go
out to my house to check the furnace and check things—but I never
locked the door. The key, we had a master key to every room. No, I
will take that back about the master key, it was charge that I kept
for the kids for the Coke machine, candy and such. And it was my own
money that I left out, it was on the secretary, and I let pecple came
in and make their own change ard I tried to make it—-to make them
fee]l that that apartment was as much their place as it was mine. And I
think it worked out real, real well. Finally got to the place where I
couldn't leave the change aut because there would be quite a bit
missing and I couldn't afford that.

Q: That was in later years, though, right?

A: No, this was probably my second year there.

Q: Oh, ckay.

A: And, but it got to the place where many times I would come in and

the room would be completely--I had a television--the room would be
canpletely full of kids on the floor and maybe—-I have found times
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when I'd have to over them to get in the bedrocm. (laughter)
But that was gratifying, too, because I thought, that makes them feel
that—they're more relaxed and more at home.

Q: Right.

A: But we did have certain rules that we followed. For instance, out
in the lounge, we didn't allow a lot of necking and those kind of
things. Never embarrassed a girl, because if I saw them out there
doing samething and I didn't approve, I would call them in the
apartment.

Q: Right then?

A: Right then, yes.

Q: You would call both the boy and the girl?

A: No, just the girl. I mean that wasn't his dorm, it was her dorm.

Q: Yes. Do you remember any big confrontations that you had during
that first year?

A: Oh, yes. Oh, yes!
Q: Any that you'd care to talk about?

A: Oh, yes. At that time there were many pecple, women, who were put
on "Campus". Okay, and do you want to know what "Campus" is?

Q: Yes, would you explain that?

A: Okay, "Campus" was (a discipline procedure)--they had to stay in
their room all the time other than when they went to class or to a
meal. The rest of the time, they could not use the telephone—imless
it—TI can't remember this, but I would say unless it was an emergency.
And T would feel very badly about those girls on "Campus", because,
you know, I used to go up to their room and talk to them. And , I'm
breaking a rule when I would say, "If you would like—if
you're tired of your room and you'd like to ccme down to the apartment
ard sit, that will be fine." Because I felt that was--that really was
confinement. Really, because that's the only place—-I think they
could go to the library too, to study. It's been so long ago, it's
hard to remember all those things. But I remember the—-we also, when
I first went that first year——ch, my, they had bed checks, which meant
a caunselor could call for a bed check if she was suspicious that
was out of the dorm or samething was going on that shauldn't be
on. And those were the most embarrassing moments of my life,

:
:
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¢ Now, was this just one floor or was it the whole dorm?

A: The whole dorm. When you had bed check, you had the whole dorm,
as wall as I remember. I'm sure it was the whole dorm. And one, I
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Q: That was almost one-fourth of . . .

A: I cried! And that week before commencement, it was such a sad
week for me because they were all—och, they were wonderful young
woemen. They were. They had never caused one ounce of problem in the
dorm and they were really wonderful gals. Amd they had set up on the
campus to have commencement outside--it poured down rain. And they
had to have it in the chapel. Well, with 24 ocut of ocur dorm
graduating, you can imagine it was a big graduation class. And, there
wasn't even enough room for the parents, but I saw Mr. Bienert, he was
in charge of a lot of things there, and, he was one of the
vice-presidents. And I said, "Mr. Bienert, I've just got to go
and--to graduation! Because," I said, "I've got 24 girls leaving."
Mr. Bienert and I were real good friends, I liked him so well. I
said, "I've got 24 girls leaving the dorm and I have to go to
camencement!" And he said, "I'll see to it you get a seat." I don't
even think same of the parents got in that place, because you know, it
isn't too large, and I remember, too, itwasameofthesaddestm
comencements . . . . 'Ihespea]oar,Itln:ght,"‘Itmepoor ors are
leaving this school . . . " He was =0 pessimistic about jobs and
everything, you know. And I thought, "what a sad commencemerrt!®
Really. And it was raining and it was dark and dreary ard I thought,
"Oh, how sad for those poor . . ." It was always sad to have the
pecple out of your dorm leaving, really. It really was sad. But,
that was another phase of their life, you know, they were going into
the autside world and their life was going to be different. and . . .

Q: How did they feel about it, do you think?

A: Same were happy to be out of college; some felt real insecure.
But I used to tell them, "This is a different phase of your life, now.
Yau're going to enjoy the outside world. You're going to get a job
and it's going to be entirely different." Yes, some were real sad to
leave. I don't know what Illinois College has—it's a great
school-~put so many people really hate to leave Jacksonville and leave
Illinois College. Have you noticed that?

Q: Yes, I experienced it. (laughs)
A: Did you experience it, too?
Q: Yes, I know exactly what you're talking about.

A: Well, I never could quite--well, I could understand, too. But I

can remember, even at Christmas time when the kids would home for
Christmas break, they weren't too happy about leaving friends

arxl they were so happy to get back. 2bsolutely thrilled to death to
get back. Not everyone, I'm sure, but the majority were very happy to
be back.

Q: Did you feel like you were——you said you had twenty-four girls
graduate one year-—and, I know we talked about this a little bit

before, but did you feel like you were involved in a family? Was
Pixley a family for you?








































