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Preface 

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by 
John Cockrell for the Oral History Office on October 22, 1981. Linda 
Jett transcribed the tapes and Chester Rhoders edited the transcript. 

Frances Wanless was born on February 4, 1925 in Pleasant Plains, Illinois. 
In this memoir she discussers the effect World War I I had on the carrmnity, 

Fteadera of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken wrd, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor sought to preserve the inforrrral, conversational style that is 
inherent in such historical sources. Sang811on State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views 
expressed therein; theae are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mchanical, 
without permission in writing fran the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708. 



Francea Wanless, Sprinfield, Illinois, October 22, 1981, 

John Cockrell, Intemiewr. 

Q: I think 1'11 start out by saying that Francis ~ l e s e  is my mother. 
ban here on I' 11 call you Man. A1 1 right? 

A: W t t s  okay. 

Q: 1Vbm, I'd like to first start out with sane of your personal background 
and yaur family background. Could you tell me the date of your birth? 

February 4, 1925. 

Ard where were you born? 

Pleasant Plaim, Illinois. 

That ls a farming carmuzity, right? 

That1 s right. 

Were you born in the town? 

Yes. 

And what -re your parent s nanes? 

John and Anna Hmphiess. 

And did you have any brothers and sisters that are older than you? 

Yes, tvn, sisters. 

Tho sisters. Mhat were their names? 

krie and EZuby. 

And apprcximately how old =re they when you wre born? 

Ruby was 19 months and Marie was probably . . . what, four? Because 
we were all close together. 

Q: Four years old? 

A: W11, she was probably araund tm *en Ruby wars born, so. . , . 
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Q: All right. QUI yau te l l  rrr; what your earliest childhood mwry is? 

A: Well, I say it was when I took a train trip to Mt. Vernon to visit my 
grambther Wo Hlaa very ill. My mother don't think I can r d e r  it 
because she thinks I was too young, ht I'm sure I do. Gradm was in 
bed aick and she asked ICE to kiss her before w left and I r m m h r  
seeing her there. I randxr the ride on the train with the little paper 
cups that VIE get a dririk out of, you hw, and I r-r that because I 
wanted a drink every few minutes. (laughter) And I think that's probably 
the most outstanding thing p u  hw, early, that I can r d e r .  

Q: Haw old do you think you wre then? 

A: I was probably two and a ha1 f . 
Q: W t  was your grarac-lnother's nane? 

A: l3ma Austin, 

Q: Did you live your childhood in the tawn of Pleasant Plains? 

A: The biggwt part of it was in the country. I don't rmenber living 
in town when I was a child because they moved to the country before I got 
old emugh to renmber. Ebt always arcmd the area of Pleasant Plains. 

Q Living in the country, was your father a farmer? 

A: He was a tenant farmer, you knm, just worked by the mnth in the 
snmner nronths and then his arployer also had a coal mine. And then when 
he got through with the farm, then he wrked at the coal mine, which is 
no longer--Happy Holler Coal Mine. 

Q: Did yau live in the same house mst of the time as a child? 

A: I can only remember living in two houses. Wen there was mre children 
ctrne along, why, and my granddad m e d  in with us and a mall house 
wasn't big enough, so HR writ down the road about a block and paid eight 
dollars a mnth rent for a bigger house. And then when Dad didn't feel 
like he could afford it, UIR med back to the little house and Grandpa 
found another place to live. Those are the only tw houses I remenJ3er 
living in as a child. 

Q: b t  was your grandpaf s nam? 

A: Talbot Hmphiess. 

Q: Do you r-r the name of your father's qloyer that you mentioned? 

A: Frank Miller. Well, there were brothers, Frank and Alec. 

Q: Do ycru remember your father or your mother having any special hobbies 
or interests or things of that nature? 
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A: l@ father had a hobby--it wasn't necessarily a hobby, it was part of 
our livelihood--of hunting, trapping. He would wrk all day and maybe go 
out coon hunting until four o'clock in the morning and sleep a couple of 
hours--or mybe it wasn't always that late--sleep a couple of hours and 
back up again and back to work. This is what helped raake our living too, 
you haw. Then as far as Man, she never had tlme to have any hobbies 
because Wen they got through, there was eight of us kids and she was 
pretty busy (laughs) canning, gardening, you know, and taking care of us 
kids. And of course in those days, she washed on a bard. So she had 
her hands pretty full. 

Q: Did your father hunt anything besidee coons? 

A: Oh, coons, possum and of course, trapped for mink and mslwat. And 
of course in season, squirrels, rabbits, you how, like all hunters do. 

Q: The tw houses that you lived in, wre they fairly close together in 
the country area or -re they in opposite areas of Pleasant Plains? 

A: No, no. They wre just about, what we would have in the city, like 
two blocks apart. 

Q: Is that right? 

A: Qh, yes. 

Q: Wll, pawing up there all the time you mstlve gotten to know the 
neighbrhood pretty well, the other neighbors and things. 

A: Well, we didn't have--other than my father's boss--we didn't have any 
close neighbors. Across the field was the Rapps family ard they had tw 
children around my age atld we'd get to go over and visit and play with 
the Rapps children occasionally. Wzt that was too far frcm home for us 
to get to walk. dad was pretty strict and he didn't let us go too far 
too often, 

Q: Did you have arry other relatives living in the Pleasant Plains area? 

A: Oh, quite a few, yes. My dad's sisters and my man's sister. . . . 
Q: Did you see then quite often? 

A: Well, we did our visiting on Sunday, you know. Usually s m ~  of the 
relatives cane to our house on Sunday for dinner, or occasionally we 
muld go to their house. But Dad ~lkls alway~ kind of hesitant about going 
to aqhodyts house for dinner because w were a big fmily. But they 
were too arrl it didn't bother than, but it bothered my dad, you know. 

Q: Did you get in to the tom of Pleasant Plains often as a child? 

A: No. Qlly in the smmertime, and they muld have free movies on the 
streets. Theyld put benches out on the min street, you h a w ,  and have a 
screen uutdoors and that was our entertairment. If the wather was good, 
we got to go to the mcrvie with the parents. But other than that, no, we 
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didn't. Uad did the grocery shopping and . . . w didn't go to town, or 
didn't get to care to Springfield. They didn't can;: very often, mistmas 
shopping or to the fair. h d  mid bring us to the fair because he liked 
to see the farm machinery. 

Q: Ih you m m r h r  what the town of Pleasant Plains was like? 

A: Oh, definitely. At that time, they had three grocery stores and it 
was only a town of artxlnd 400 people. A barber shop, a bank, a post 
office, drug store, and then a general store--1Vbrs. Aid's little general 
store where you cuuld b y  anything fran a spool of thread to an ice crem 
cone, you haw--and they had a dry goods store v h ~ e  you could buy shoes, 
yard goods, just, you know, anything along that line. But for a ~nnall 
town, they had quite a few businesses at that t i m .  

Q :  Yes. 

A: k had three doctors that m l d  make house calls. (laughs) 

Q: Your family's doctor lived in Pleasant Plains? 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: Do you ramber his name? 

A: Doctor Fink, and his wife was close related to the people that . . . 
her family were owners of the Clayville Wseun, where the Clayville 
NIuseun is today. 

Q: You said awhile ago that you only basically cane to Pleasant Plains 
during the aarmrtime. You wnt to school sumplace else? 

A: Wll, no. No. I'm sorry about that. Mk wnt  to school, yes, in-- 
hi& school--in Pleasant Plains. 

Q: How about grarmer school? 

A: In a one rocn school building. Called it the Richland Grade School, 
which Richland was a little area with an elevator and a little grocery 
store. Wlt the school was a few miles fran Richland, but that was the 
nam of the school. It was a one roan school Inxilding. 

Q :  Isonv many grades wre in that one roan school? 

A: Eight. 

Q: Eight grades. How many teachers? 

A: One. Wxt there was four people in my grade, four students, and the 
four of us started grade school together, first grade. Occasionally 
somone else w l d  c a m  in and move out, you maw, but there was four of 
us that started together and graduated fran high school together. 



Francels Wanless 5 

Q: Itll be darned. Can you ranarhr what kind of things that you and 
your brothers and sisters did for recreation when you were still children 
living at hane? 

A: Well, he . , . 
Q: You mntioned the mwies. 

A: . . . entertained each other. We got out in the mad and played 
ball. We played the usual games that kids played in those days, like tag 
and hide-n-go-seek. Of course, there m s  enough of us that v e  didnt t 
( laws) we had plenty --there was eight of us, you know-so there was 
plenty of us to play all these games. In the wintertime, when the snow 
was on the pound, we play like fox and geese and my brother had a sled, 
we got to take turns sled riding. Then the winchill was kind of like on 
a hill and we'd intentionally run over the water so it w l d  freeze armd 
then we'd go out there and slide dawn the hill on the ice and it made a 
little crick-like, That was aur entertaimnt. It didn't cost rmch to 
entertain us. 

Q: Your brother was younger than you apparently. 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: What was his name? 

A: John. 

Q: Did your fanily attend a church at any the? 

A: Well, none of us kids were baptized, but we got to go to Sunday 
School at the Richland Baptist Qmrch, which is still in operation. A 
anal 1 country church. 

Q: Did the children in your family have mrk at ham to do, chores, 
responsibilities? 

A: Oh, always. Alvays. 

Q: Were they assigned specific for a certain person--a certain person 
does these mst of thinjp or did you just all pitch in and help out? 

A: W11, I don't haw. We just more or less knew we had to do it. For 
exanple , we didnl t have a coal shed at the house we 1 ived at. Wlt my 
dad's arployer that had the coal mine, he had a big coal shed and all the 
coal writ there. And we knew before w wnt to school HR had to carry 
e m  coal to last lVbm all day. And when we came hame frm school, we 
carried emu@ coal to--of course, in those days, there was a heating 
stave and a cook stave. There was nothing electric or gas. And of 
course I said she washed on the board, we carried in the wash water 
before w l d  go to school. Just those kind of, you know, a1 1 those kind 
of chores WI did, k mrked in the garden and kept the yard clean. 
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Q: How far did your father's qloyer live fran your house? 

A: Oh, there was a big garden betwen us. I don't Imm. 

Q: Half of a city block? 

A: Probably. In hollering distance. (lau*~) 

Q: yau ramber as a child having any diseases or illnesses? 

A: Oh, we had all the camron diseases, the masles, the ramps, the 
chicken pox, and scarlet fever. I had yellaw jaundice, That happed 
right at an appropriate the, at Hallowen, and I was as orange as a 
puqkin. (laughter) And when I had scarlet fever, it affected my heart 
and q y  legs, and I wnt into rheumtic fever and I could not walk for a 
long time. It was just like I had to almost learn to walk aver again. 

Q: Haw long? 

A: (31, several mnths. 

Q: I'd like to ask you 8a-m cpeations ~ww that are pertaining to your 
recollection--I guess you would be in high school at the time-just prior 
to the mr, to World War 11, 1941. You wuldlve been, I suppose, about a 
sophcnmre in high school in 1941. Can you rerrrenJ3er rmch about your 
school life? 

A: Oh, yes, I remerzlber quite a bit about my school life. 

Q: Anything in particular? 

A: Well, I didn't like algebra. (laughter) That I ~ d e r .  All of 
the teachers I think I can still recall. The ham ec teacher we had so 
mch Rm with, and she always was a jolly person and her nane was Margie 
CZzlvey and w were always teasing her. We'd go into the ham ec class, 
if you can1 t imagine this, every day singing that song about Nlargie, axvd 
one day she just wsnlt in a very good humr, and me and one of my friends 
went in singing, 'Wrgie, my little 1Vkirgie ,11 you Imaw, and she hushed us 
up real quick and put us at separate tables, HR didn't get to sit, and 
she put her book dam atxi she wuldn1t wen teach the class. AMd then 
after class, she sent US to the principal's office, and that's the only 
time that I ever saw the lady in a bad m r .  She mstlve not felt mll 
that day or smthing. (lawter) It took us by surprise! But she was 
really a good teacher. Well, I had a lot of good teachers, 

Q: What wre yaur favorite subjects in school? 

A: Shorthand was one of my favorites, and English Literature and let's 
see, what else . . . oh, I loved spelling, lnxt that was back in grade 
school, spelling and orthology and sane of those subjects in grade school. 

Q: Orthology? 
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A: Orthology. 

Q: Yllhat is Orthology? 

A: Well, it has a lot to do with spelling. For example, terra firma. 
You knw, each part of that wrd has a meaning. It's defining words 
real ly . 
Q: I see. 

A: A lot of them I've forgotten naw, ht I really enjoyed that class. 
But in hi& school, in hane econanics arvd bookkeeping. I did bookkeeping, 
typing, and shorthand. I loved shorthand, and I probably couldn't write 
the first wrd now. (laughs) 

Q: Decaiber 7, 1941, yau wuld've been, I mppose, a junior in high 
school. You graduated in June of 1943? I believe you told KE that? 

A: Yes. 

Q: So Decenber of 1942 you wuld've been a senior. 

A: A senior? Oh, of 1942, Decerber, yes. 

Q: December of 1941 you wuldtve been a junior in high school. Were you 
wrking at the t h e ?  Did ycsu wrk evenings? 

A: Well, not during school. Chly at . . . I wrked for my father's 
employer. I wuld go and get his supper and do up the dishes after 
school at night, and then during the school year, you know, the school 
months, and on Saturday's I muld do his house cleaning and this type 
thing. But in the slnrnrer months, we had other jobs, you know. I would 
cane to town and work for Hopkins Drugstore, Grahsmts Cigar Store--which 
was a restaurant--this type thing in the slwnertime to mke the money for 
US to buy our clothes and pay for our book rental to go to school the 
next year. 

Q: By town, you mean Springfield? 

A: Yes. 

Q :  W s  your father's mployer mrried at the time that you wre wrking 
for him? 

A: No. He m s  never mrried. He was a bachelor and his brother also 
was a bachelor. They =re never mrried. 

Q: At the time, let's say prior to Decmber 7, 1941, did you have much 
interest in mrld affairs, the battles that =re going on in Europe, 
things of that nature? 

A: Not really. Our history that ME studied in school was more ancient 
history, you Imaw, like back when Abrahan Lincoln, George Wshington, 
Andy Jackmn, you knw. We didn't study current events like kids do 



Frances Wanless 8 

today. I think in school naw they probably teach more what is happening 
naw than what happened kauzdreds of para q p  like we had to do. There 
was not mch current events diacussed in our history class. 

Q: Yes. 

A: So I think children today are more aware of what's going on than what 
we *re then. 

Q: Did your parents, or did any of the children, subscribe to arry magazines? 

A: No, HR didn't have any magazines. 

Q: Did you get a newspaper? 

A: No. Only the little Pleasant Plaim Press which w s  the little 
newspaper printed right in tow there. we-o had a printing office, I 
forgot to tell you that. And they printed a wekly newspaper of the 
events that were happening around town there. Yau knaw, not . , . 
Q :  Were you aware that there was a war going on in Europe? 

A: Not too mch. 

: Did you know of the existence of Adolf Hitler? 

A: Oh, I'm sure I did, ht it was, you knm, it was so far away that at 
that age as I said, we wrenlt--like children today have TV, radios that 
keep than more up to h t t s  going on than what ME did when I was that 
rye. 

Q: Were you very aware of my kind of a role that America might be 
playing in world events? The policies of President Rmsevelt or . . . 
A: Well, I was quite a bit aware of President Roosevelt. I mean w 
thought he was quite a great person. After all, he was our President and 
the people that didn't have wrk, he created WPA. (3-1, I'm sure he didn't 
do it alone, the congressmen and whoever goes along with that, People 
worked for their pay you hw.  I man they didn't do like they do today, 
just samebody gives you money and food stmps. They had to mrk for it. 
Just like when I was in high school, I'm sure that he was probably the 
one that had sanething to do with instigating the NYA and these program 
that helped the children in high school. Men I was a senior, I went to 
school half a day. I had all my credits that I needed. W11, before I 
did this, I wuld work in the office at school for a ma1 1 fee. You 
hw,  very rsnall, but this was also a progran that was instigated to help 
persons like qyself to m&e money so I could pay my cmn expenses of 
school. Wlt then whenever I . . . as I said, when I was a senior, I 
would get on the bus at noon and caw to Springfield and wrk at the NYA, 
which was a training center more or less. I learned to operate-machine 
shop wxk-operate lathes, drill pressea, anything that had to do with a 
mchine shop. And then when I . . . 
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Q: That was when you were a senior? 

A: Yes. After I campleted so rmch of that, then they put m in the 
office and I took care of the attendance and did shorthand, took notes 
for the bosses in shorthand, and typed and just general office work. And 
then when I was through high school, then they were responsible for 
getting nre employment and-which they did. I went to work for Mmner 
Manufacturing Corrparry, lxrt this was after the war had started. 

Q: The time that you wrked at the NYA as a senior, that would've been 
after the war started also. 

Q :  Do you lmaw if the NYA existed before the war started? 

A: Well, I'm sure it did, because my husband tells me that he mrked for 
the NYA and he wrked in the state library. So it had to be before the 
war started, txlt I think so vms WPA. Wxt you asked my feelings about 
Roosevelt, and I think that this was good that he did these kinds of 
things to  . , . or, he didn't do than alone, I know that. 

Q: Before the actual attack of Pearl Harbor, do you recall whether or 
not you had any idea that there was a threat of war betwen Pnerica and 
Japan? 

A: No, I didn't. 

Q: It came as a total surprise? 

A: Well, I think it did probably to a lot of us country people. 

Q: Did you have any friends or relatives fran the Pleasant Plains area 
in the service before America wnt into the war? 

A: Friends. Same of the fellaws that I graduated frcm school, like 
maybe when I was a freshnan, but they wre friends longer than that, you 
kncw. They were born and raised in that ccmrunity also. Wlt they had 
enlisted in the service like ;young nren do Hihen they get out of school, 
scam young men do when they get out of school, and they wre in Pearl 
Harbor when the attack cam. 

Q: Do you ramber where you were at on Decaber 7, 1941wZlen you heard 
about it? 

A: Oh, definitely. me family, va were out in the front yard, and I 
don' t knm was it on a Sunday afternoon? And the family urnally made--of 
course, I say front yard but it was just a, you haw, country yard--and 
we mad8 ice mean and the relatives down the road used to cane over and 
have bnmade ice crem on Sunday afternoon. And my father's qloyer, 
he was listening to his radio and he had heard this and he came out and 
yelled across the garden, As I said, w were in hollering distance. And 
he cam out and hollered across the garden and told us h t  had happened. 
And that's hmv w found out about it. 
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Q: Qm you mn&xr what your personal reaction was when you heard that? 

A: Well, I think everyone was in a state of shock you haw. After all, 
in our lifetim w had knom m such thing as war. But in history books, 
we had read about wars yrru haw, so this was quite a terrible thing. 

Q: So you'd say your reaction was similiar to everyone elses? 

A: Oh, definitely. 

Q: Did you realize at the time that same of your friendrs were at Pearl 
Harbor? 

A: I did not knm that that's Where they wre, no, until we grot the word 
that they were killed. 

: Qn y r y ~  remember any of the nanes of the friends that were killed at 
Pearl Harbor? 

A: I can r m m h r  two of the nanes, Stribling Boynton. 

Q: Stribling , . . 
A: Ebynton, Bey-N-T+N, and Clarence Alexarder. And fran a cammity 
that mall, for tw of then, you hm, that was qpite shocking. 

Q: Lb you renxmber hcrw you found out that these two friends had died at 
Pearl Hsrbor? 

A: Well, it don't take long for news in a anal1 carrmnity to travel, you 
haw. I don't h a v  whether Dad had found out in town or whether his 
arployer or whether saneone hauling coal fran the coal mine, you knm, 
just exactly hw, Lrut it didn't take long for thm to find out. 

Q: &re there other friends that were in the service at that time who 
weren't killed at Pearl Harbor? 

A: m, it aeans like one of the Rackerts was. I'm sure there was more, 
but it's been a few years ago and I just can't rearmher all the names. 
Those two boys there wre the most autstanding. 

Q: What was yaw reaction when you heard that these tw boys had died? 

A: My, terrible, because you knaw, w ' d  knawn than all of our lives and 
this was just . . . I mean in the first place, war was sanething that m 
were not accustaned to, and then to hear that the tm boys had been 
killed. 

Q: Can you ranember the reaction of other people, the reaction of the 
town? M s  there arry special service or ceremony or sanething like that 
for these tm bays? 

A: Well, if I can recall right, when they had memorial services for 
then, when they . . . just as they had the funeral, of course, they wuld 



have regular funeral service, the casket with the boy's picture sitting 
on the casket. Because naturally, the boys are not ever going to be 
buried, yau 9, txlt they do have a grave in Pleasant Plains cemetery, 
with the services just like anyone else's h r a l .  

Q: So there was a manorial service for than? 

A: Oh, definitely. Oh, yes. 

Q: Did you attend? 

A: No, I didn't. My parents did things like that. Us kids, even though 
they were our frienda, we didn' t. 

Q: Your parents did attend. 

A: a, yes. 

Q: Were those boys on a ship at Pearl Harbor? 

A: On the Arizona. 

Q: Ch yau recall in those first days, first months, following Pearl 
Harbor, any changes that immdiately happened in your life? Arry adjustments, 
either to your way of living or your way of thinking? 

A: W11, naturally, we had--as I said--= had never thought about war 
before and it was a big worry, you knw. After all, vim wre concerned 
about vvhat was going to happen to us over here in this country. 

Q: In what way were you concerned? 

A: Well, w didn't want no war wer  here, arrd our people that had never, 
you knm, heard of . . . I man this is real, What you read in history 
books was one thing, but this was really happening, &d it was frightening. 

Q: In those early days ri&t after the war had started, did you becane 
more aware of what was going on in Europe? 

A: Well, as mch as vvle could hear on the radio. As I said, w did not 
have newspapers. Only *at w'd hear on the radio or what people would 
discuss, you Imaw, and of course you lmow h m  some people discuss things, 
you're liable to hear anything. You don't know mich . . . you know, 
they can frighten you or you don't know what to think about it. 

Q: You did have a radio at hane? 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: Ch yrru remerd3er Whether you wre mre concerned &out one enemy than 
the other at tacking hrica? 

A: Mkl1,mturallywe. . . 
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Q: Japan or Gemmy? 

A: . . . naturally, we =re very dam on Japan, so rmch that you wouldn't 
war a e m n t  if it was mde in Japan. Yau wouldntt buy anything with a 
Japan label on it. You just didn't do that, because after all, they 
attacked our country. 

Q: mere was a stronger feeling, at least at that point, against Japan 
than there w s  Gemmy.  Is that what you're saying? 

A: We1 1, in our camauzity there was. And then we got fightening over 
Germany a little later on. 

Q: After the war started, did you knaw other boys fran your cammity 
who enlisted or were drafted? 

Q: Now, I believe w've covered this. You graduated in June of 1943. 
Did ycru knm boys fran your class that either enlisted or wre drafted? 

A: W11, there wasn't very many boys in my class. Most of the boys in 
my class wre famrs, and farmers didn't have to go. A d  a lot of them 
that =re not fanners turned fanners just real wickly because if they 
wre farmers, they just didn't have to go. 

Q :  People in your carmxnity beceme fanners quickly? 

Q: Wmt was the reaction of the other people in your carrmnity? 

A: Not too good. They'd gu as far as to go to the draft board and 
really raise a ruckus because their boy was in service and that one man 
didn't have to go, and create qyite a scene. But sane of them that had 
never . . . their fathers were farmers but they didn't necessarily work 
at that. Well, all of a sudden, they *re famrs also. And it did, it 
created qyite a problan. 

Q: Your father was too old for the service at thia time, was that true? 

A: Right, And my brother was too ywung. 

Q: With that in mind, can you recall what your father's attitude about 
the war HAPS? 

A: Mll, he was just as concerned as anyone else wen though he didn't 
have a son old enough to go. l3ut everyone was concerned, but I think: he 
was a lot like the fathers that had boys that had to go and wrrs bitter 
because sure of the boys that , . . the rest of the boys didn't have to 
go, yau know. He had feelings for the ones that had to @;lo just like the 
parents that their boys were over there. But I knw it was one r i m  in 
particular, Mr. Burgess. He was fighting the draft board all the time 
because his son had to go and the rich farmers sons didn't have to go. 
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His son pt his notice to appear for the draft and he went up there and . . . 

End of Side One, Tape One 

Q: You =re tellingme abut MP. Burgess going to the draft board. What 
did he do there? 

A: He wnt stwing in with his son's notice to appear, and he wadded it 
up and throwid it in the wastebasket and let them ~ ( J W  what he thought 
about them calling his son and not calling Bill Hagen. Bill Hagen was 8 
farmer and he didn't get called and Mr. Burgess didn't like that a bit. 

Q: h t  happened to Mr. Burgesst son? 

A: He went to eervice. (laughter) 

Q: And what happened to Bill Hagen? 

A: He didn't go to service. 

Q: Did you ever . . . 
A: In a anall town like that, those things just don't--or mall cammnities, 
ycru know--those thing just don't wrk. If my aon goes, everybody goes. 

Q: Did you ever write to any of the boys that were in the service? 

A: Yes, qy boyfriend. (laughs) 

Q: Wmt waa his nane? 

A: John Willis. 

Q: And so yau and John corresponded? 

A: Yes, ME did. 

Q: h t  theater was he in? Europe or the Pacific? 

A: The Pacific. 

Q: 130 you mmdxr if your byfriend, John Willis, was in the service 
prior to b r i c a  going into the war, or did he join later? 

A: Oh, he enlisted in the marines. 

Q: After the war broke out? 

A: Yes. 
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Q: Did you have any friends that were killed during the course of the 
war, other than Pearl? 

A: Nb, no one I recall. Had a cousin injured, but no one that I know 
was ki 1 led. 

Q: As the war progressed, did you follaw what was going on, where the 
American battles *re at, etc.? 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q:  How did you fol luw it? 

A: By that time I was reading in newspapers. I mean I was in town and 
working and . . . different people's conversations. Y m  know, you know 
what's going on. 

Q: Yes. You mentioned earlier that it was later that you felt a threat 
fran Germarry. Earlier the threat was basically or solely Japan, Can you 
r-r why you later felt this threat about G e m ?  

A: Well, fran the news and people older than m talking about it. I 
mpyose that's the reason I say that. Hitler was a bad person as far as . . . I don't knuv how to explain it, bt he was sonrething that everybody 
talked about and haw he just like maybe a little kid, to m, he wuld be 
like a little kid with a bogeymn, yau haw. 

Q: Did Germany sanewhat replace Japan in your mind as the major problm? 

A: I think so. 

Q: I'd like to ask you sane westions now, IVhm, about--in a mre general 
sense perhaps--about the hatefront. When you graduated fran high school, 
I believe you mentioned earlier that you wrked at the H m m r  Manufacturing 
-w'w 
A: That's right. 

Q: Mat did you do there? 

A: I waa a tool grinder and Hmmr Marrufacturing Carpany, before the 
war--it is a branch of Montganery Ward--and before the war, they made 
crean separators and purps and general things for famers. And during 
the war, they de--one of the projects I knw that they wrked on--they 
made airplane propellers. I was a tool grinder, which I sharpened the 
tools that they used on the mchines to mike the airplane propellers. I 
m e  the one that . . . there wre two girls and the rest of them were men 
becauee w wre in a factory where it had all been men, you Imaw. Men 
the war broke out, that's when the Hxmen went into the factories to 
replace the men that had went to service, So that was my job, grinding 
the tools, sharpening the tools that the men used--men and wanen--used on 
the machines to mike the airplane propellers. 
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Q: Let me get this straight, there were only tw vKmen wrking in the 
factory? 

A: No, in the tool grinding department, mich was a very dangerous job. 

Q: Did you keep that job for the duration of the war? 

A: No. As I said, it was a very dangerous job and I got my finger cut 
off on a mchine that didn't have a guard on it, and BO my finger got in 
the way of the wheel that ground the tool. 

Q: Did you leave Hmrer's then? 

A: No. After I returned fran the hospital, when I went back to wrk, 
they tried to get me to go back into that department and 1 wouldn't, I 
refused. I was scared to death! I 'd already lost one finger, I 'm not 
ping to lose any more, you knw, so for awhile they let me wrk as an 
inspector but then they still wanted tm to go back into the tool grinding 
department and I pli t , 

Q: How long mre you off when you had your finger cut off? 

A: Gosh, I can't ramnhr. Probably not rmre than a mnth. 

Q: Were you paid during that month? 

A: Yes .  

Q: Gm you mmmber any other, were there other industrial accidents at 
EhmPerls at the time that you =re workillg there? 

Q: Well, not necessarily at the time I was wrking there, ht the older 
man that had been there for years like on pmcch presses and things and as 
I was only like eighteen years old and I'd already lost a finger, and 
they'd wrked on punch presses and they'd show me, sum of them maybe had 
four different stubs, you Imaw, on their hands fran working the punch 
presses, But I gueas in those days, that just went along with that 
factory vuork. And it frightened me e n w  that I just didn't want no 
mre part of it. 

Q: Can you ranember any hanefront activities, such as Red Cross drives 
for food or blood or anything of that nature? 

A: Of course as I said, my hrme w s  in Pleasant Plains, I just worked in 
Springfield. And in Pleasant Plains, it wasn't that big a camunity. 
The one thing that they did do was everybody saved their tin cans. All 
tin cam =re recycled and you just opened a can, you saved the can. 
Smash it and save it and turn it in to their scrap drives. 

Q: Did saneone cam by to collect those or was there a center you took 
them too? 

A: No. There was a place that we took them to. 
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Q: Were there any in Springfield or in Pleasant Plains, were there any 
such things that yau mi@t describe as war rallies to get the population 
behind the war? 

A: Well, of course, VR had Red Cross, but I just can't raimhr. 

Q: Do you r m r  gas rationing? 

A: Yes. Of course, I didn't drive so that didn't affect me too mch. I 
usually took a bus. We had a lot of things that were rationed, yau knaw. 

Q: Anything that you can rmmber? 

A: Well, sugar, for example, and in the country they m l d  base haw much 
sugar yau got on the size of your family. Farm wives, they wuld go with 
what . . . you had to report what you canned last year that wuld use 
sugar, and your sugar ration muld be based on the previous year, you 
h a w .  And I knw we drank a lot of iced tea with sacchrine in it because 
lVbn wuld use the sugar for other things. Of course, w picked a lot of 
blackberries and things in the smmrtime, and she even canned with 
sacchrine. 

Q: Was that the first time you had ever heard of sacchrine? 

A: I think so. 

Q: Hlias it as good as sugar? 

A: Oh, no. It tasted terrible! 

Q: b t  else do you ramnhr being rationed? 

A: Well, practically all your food was. Your shoes, your shoes you'd 
get two stamps a year to get a pair of shoes unless wll, the people that 
had to have special mrk shoes or samething, I think they made allowance 
for that. But the average person got two stanpls a year. You couldnl t go 
out and just buy a pair of shoes because you thougZlt they wre pretty and 
you wanted them. You didn't have a closet full of d s .  

Q: The stamps said tlShoesl' on it? 

A: Well, I'm sure it did, because it could only be used in a shoe store. 
Like mpr,  you could only get sugar with a sugar stamp. And coffee, n w  
I believe if it wasn't rationed, it was just hard to cam by. And cigarettes, 
there w e  MD pplar brand of cigarettes. There was such thin@ as 
Mnty Grand, Sprds, naoes that you'd never heard of before and you'd 
probably never hear of afterwards. Ucky Strike was a poplar brand in 
those days, and they had a slogan that Lucky Strike Green had gone to 
war, which they were in a green, red, and white package. Never again 
have they been in that package. 

Q: But yau couldn't get hckyts during the war? 



A: (&, no. Well, then the chocolate c a y  bars, Lucky Strike cigarettes--I 
man not Lucky Strike cigarettes but mst of your popular brand cigarettee . . . in other mrds, they were sent overseas to the servicemn, which 
was only rimt. Nylon hose was rationed, or suphose, whatever it was in 
those days. But occasionally you wuld hear of Neuaode Hosiery were 
getting a shipment of hose, and there'd be lines down the atreet that you 
wouldnlt believe, Half the line wuld be men. I'm sure that their wives 
sent then to get them--the wives might've been in the line too--bt also 
the men were standing there so they could get an extra pair for their 
wife. And there wre meat, there w s  a ration on meat. All the good, 
naturally the better meat wnt for the armed forces and like, restarants 
would have a matless day. One day a wek they would choose and they 
didn' t serve meat. And there was just a1 1 kinds of things like that, you 
knaw, and shortages of appliances. You couldn't buy a refrigerator, yau 
couldn't buy a washing machine. They just wmtt to be had. The materials 
that vent into then I'm sure they =re using for sing artillery. 

Q: Da you remember if there was anything else other than tin cams or 
scrap metal that people here at harne -re asked to collect? 

A: No, not offhand. I mean that's just a couple of the things, but I 
can't remadber anything else in particular that we had to collect. 

Q: Pleasant Plains being in the Midvest, do you remember anything about 
civil defense or air raids? 

A: No. Wrell n m, not in Pleasant Plains, but when I was wrking in 
Springfield, we had what ME called brownouts. I think on the %st Coast 
they Hare blackouts, lxlt in Springfield it ms, I think, called brawnouts. 
And of course ME had curfews and people had to be off the streets at a 
certain time at night. I wars mrking in a restaurant at the time and all 
taverns had to close at midni&t. Naw, the restaurants could stay open, 
but they couldn't have no--nobody had any outdoor lights on--and they 
wre supposed to have curtains on the windm to close out the light fran 
the inside. In other m r d a ,  as I said, they called them br~outs. And 
they were very strict because w had MP's on our street8 here in Springfield 
that seen that these orders were folluwed. 

Q: Military personnel, Military Police? 

A: oh, yes. 

Q: Was there a military base here in Springfield? 

A: Well, I lmaw they used the fairgrounds and possibly Carrp Lincoln at 
the time I think most of the Amrican soldiers were stationed. Wxt at 
one time, they brought in . . . WE. had 500--well, w w r 3 ~  told 500, more 
or lees-ainese soldiers that were stationed at the state fairgrounda, 

Q: Did you often see soldiers on the streets here in Springfield? 

A: ah, yes, that's a1 1 we did see because mst a1 1 of the eligible m n  
=re gone. 
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Q :  Did you see the Chinese soldiers on the streets? 

A: Oh, yes. The bawling alley was The -1. It was at Second and 
Adams. It was about the only place that us girls went, you how, and it 
rmuld be fbll of them. 

Q: Of? 

A: Of ainese soldiers. 

Q: Chinese soldiers? 

A: Yes. And they'd try to speak to us and we didn't know the first 
thing they were saying. I didn't stand a r d  to listen to try to find 
out either! (laughs) 

Q :  Did you see fraternizing betwen the people of Springfield and the 
Chinese soldiers? 

A: Oh, yes, quite a bit. The girls were always getting arrested. They 
would be out even digging under the fence at the fairgrounds to get in 
with the guys. I guess it was because there wre no guys here. I don't 
knw. Wzt that wsn't my cup of tea. 

Q: Did you have any friends or relatives who found it more to their cup 
of tea? 

A: Not with the (Zhinese, with sum Amxican soldiers that wre stationed 
here. 

Q :  They dated the American soldiers. 

Q: h t  did you think about that? 

A: Well, I just didn't think it was quite right to be a stranger on the 
street and in the buwling alley. Of course, MB weren't raised that way. 
You had to know than I think. I think I thought you had to know them all 
your life or you couldn't go out with them. (laughs) But my sister mt 
a soldier on the street. She stopped to tie her shoe and he said, lUlay I 
help yax tie your And the next thing I knew, they were walking 
into the restaurant where I mrked and it really upset m because I 
didn't think that she should have mt a guy and start going out with him. 
Especially a man in uniform, we just didn't do that. Not that I had 
anything against a nmn in uniform because I knew they all had to--kt 
these were strangers. And as it turned out, he was a married ram fran 
smplace else. 

Q: Qh, my gosh! Did your sister find this out imnediately or after the 
war? 

A: a, yes. After several months and him wrking on her synpathy, you 
knw. He got shipped out of tom and he m8 down in the southern states 
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someplace and he wuld tell her he muld cane ham for the wekend if he 
had the mney, trut he didn't have it. So she would send it to him and 
he'd gu hane to Michigan to visit his wife and children. (laughter) She 
didn't knw why he didn't cam hane, Wt he didn't cam h m .  And then 
her girlfriend was ping with this guy's Inrddy--and later they did get 
married--and Ebelyn told her that Andy was married and had a family. A 
lot of people acted foolish during the war, 

Q: Can you r-r V-mil? 

A: Yes. That was Victory mil when w wrote to the guys averseas. 

Q: It was the letter that you wrote to them was called Victory Mail? 

A: I think that was what the st- represented. I vaguely ranember it. 

: Can you ranember anything special about what the mil looked like 
that you received back fran the semicanen? 

A: Well, it seem like the envelopes were very tissuey-type paper. It 
wasn't the stationery that w use today. 

Q: Was there q war propaganda that you can remerrJ3er? And 1'11 give 
you an example here: anti+rman posters or anti-Japanese posters. Can 
you rmmber anything like that? 

A: I don't r e r  too rmch of that being around here. 

Q: Ib you r-r movies about the war cming: out during the war? 

A: I don't think they made them until after the war. I mean I don't 
rarmbr seeing war mwies during the war. I know the songs, all the 
msic dmged-you lmm, to . . oh, Don't Sit Under the &ple Tree, and ---- - I bnlt Wnt to Walk Without You. I mean they were all real tear jerkers -- - 
you lonc~w~la~s) 

Q :  Did you notice visably a change in lifestyles as an effect of all of 
the things we've talked about, such as gae rationing, food rationing, 
scrape drives etc.? Did things seem different? 

A: Well, they my have to a lot of people, but it didn't really bother 
us that mch because we never wnt that mch that ME had to use gas and 
cue never had to eat extravagently and w mmaged quite well. I'm sure . . . 
Q: So it didn't have a major effect on your life. 

A: Not really. I'm sure that people that had been accustd to higher 
living, it rmst have affected than, ht w sunrived not rmch different 
than HR always had, 

Q: Did--this is a hypothetical westion--as you look back on it now, had 
there not been a war do you think those years mldlve been different for 
you? Would you have done other things, muld you have wnt other places? 
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A: ah n q ~ ,  that is a hard one. Probably I wouldn't have spent so many 
years in the big city. I'd probably have mrried sane country boy and 
settled clam aut in the country. (laughs) That's the only thing I can 
say. 

Q: Did you know people who it had a bigger affect on than it did on you? 

A: Oh, I'm sure that . . . 
Q: Parents with children in the service that you knew, or . . . 
A: I'm =re it had an affect on people that had children in the service 
or brothers or loved anes, and it also had an affect on a lot of families 
while for example, the rnen *re gone to service and the m n  chased 
araurd with other men and the m n  over there probably did the sane thing, 
and there was mistrust and it caused a lot of broken families. 

Q: You mentioned earlier that you had a boyfriend in the service that 
you wrote to he wrote back, Did your relationship with him break up 
because of the type of thing that you just said? 

Q: Mistrust? (pause) Do you care to p into it? 

A: Well, I'd rather not. 

Q :  I want to digress just for a mnrent, you mntioned that you left 
Hmmrls, -re did ycru wrk then? 

A: Oh, I think the first job I had was in the shoe store. 

8: Doing what? 

A: Selling dmes, which is a very difficult job. No one should ever do 
it. Oh, a ladies shoe store by the way, and they'd try on every shoe in 
the store. Which minds me of a cartoon I saw in Sunday's paper, the 
tvm mmn that -re trying on shoes and then they decided they liked each 
other's shoes and walked out of there without buying any. (laughter) 
That's just about the way it goes. 

Q: Did the custaners that you had canplain about rationing of shoes? 

A: No, I don't think so. I didn't run the cash register, I just sold 
them and just fitted than, you know, and they rnighttve got those canplaints 
up at the cashier's desk, Wlt I tried that for awhile, and as I said, it 
was a difficult job. And then most of the rest of time during the war I 
wrked in restaurants. 

Q: Wsre you amre during the war that the Japanese-Anmicans had been 
relocated to centers? 

A: Well, naw M a t  do you mean? 
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Q: Well, during the war, Japanese-Anmicans living on the wst coast 
were relocated into vJhat they called relocation centers, large carps. 
Mre you aware of that during the war? 

A: I don't think so. I guess I just didn't do a lot of reading. I do 
more lscrw than I did then When I was of that age. 

Q: Ekfo~e the war ended, were you aware of the G e m  persecution of 
J m ?  

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: Before the war ended, were you aware of the German concentration 
canpa? 

A: Yes. Rk wuld hear about it, you know, by radio, or even if you did 
read it in a newspaper, ht at my age it was awfully hard to cqrehend 
because this was all--I mean it was terrible--but it was all so far away, 
you h a w  what X mean? And I distinctly remmhr V-J Day. 

Q: Tell KE what you ranerrSJer about that? 

A: Well, of course , . . no, I'll go an with what w were talking about. 
Wen the mrd cane that the atanic burb had been dropped and we had 
signed the pact or whatever they did and the war was over with Japan, 
well the *ole city of Springfield wnt wild. There was nobody in the 
businesses, everybody was out on the streets in cars and parades and just 
everything crazy that you can imagine vvas going on. 

8: Haw long did that celebration last? 

A: Probably for two days at least. It was wild. Everybody was like 
crazy people, ( laughs) 

Q: Now, you mentioned the atanic barb. Do you reumber when you first 
heard that an atmic barb had been dropped? 

A: Oh, I can't remanber exactly when, you h o w ,  but I do remanber that 
it happened. With w s  a horrible thirg to happen to a country but 
apparently it had to be. 

Q: Did yau have any ccxrprehension at the time about the magnitude of 
what an atanic banJ, was? 

A: C&, no. We'd never heard of anything like that before. 

Q: What did yau think it w e ?  

A: Frm all I heard and read, it was a very destructive thing. I mean, 
satrrething that I had never heard of before or couldn' t even begin to  
think about. I'm certainly glad it was there instead of here. 

Q: Were them any--you mntioned that the ainese soldiers were stationed 
here, was there any problem because of race and the fact that w =re in 



war with Japan, 
soldiers? 

was there any problem or persecution of those Chinese 

A: Oh, I don't knm that they were persecuted, but I knaw that . . . I 
knmmy arw, feelings that they had no business here. k didn't feel like 
they belonged in crur tam, you h a w ,  and I really never knew why they 
were here. 

Q :  What about the Gem-Amrican population, were you ever aware of any 
ill-feeling towards than? 

A: Oh, I'm sure that there might have been, but I didn't know anyone 
personally, yrru Imm. I'm sure that there wre a lot of o w  friends that 
were of German descent, tat nwer thought about it in that way. 

Q: I could of course bta wrong, Ihrrmer's strikes me--Hmmrts Manufacturing 
(kpany---Ihmrrerts strikes me as a German m. Never thought about that? 

A: No. (pause) They're still in txlsiness, ht not in this town. They 
are like a lot of factories fran Springfield that have moved. People 
that I wrked with I have met recently and they have retired fran Zhmnerts 
Marrufacturing Canpaq in Colorado, They relocated out in Colorado. 

Q: Ib yau r-r D-Day, at the t irne it happened? 

A: I really can't recall too mch. I said V-J Day, yes, but there's a 
lot of things that have, yau knw, just as the years jp by that you 
forget about. I1m sure that people that had scmeone close in service 
could tell you more about that than I can. 

Q: After the war there was a series of trials of war criminals, Do you 
ramher any particular feeling about those trials? 

A: No, not really. I just don't renember too mch about than. 

Q: Is there anything that v,e haven't touched on that you wrnxld like to 
talk about & 

A: a, back earlier you asked me about President Roosevelt, and President 
Roosevelt died during the Hwr t h ,  before the war was over, and that was 
a great-+ all felt--a great loss to weryone, and there was quite a 
shew of feelings on that. All the businesses clolsed . . . they didn't 
just do like they do today, like fly the flag at half-mast. Everything 
closed dam. I mean that was a really a sad affair for all of us. I 
think back then, though, that people had stronger feelings for their 
leaders than they have today. 

Q: Have people changed or have the leaders? 

A: 'Il.lattd be hard to answr. Mots to say? 

Q: What about President Trumn, who follavred President Roosevelt. Was 
there a concern about what kind of a man he was, about the future of 
Punerical s success in the war? 
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A: Oh, I don't haw. Everybody has different opinions. 

A: I trusted hb, 

Q: By that time the wmr was ping better and you felt it muld continue 
to do so? 

A: Well, I suppose. He was the president and I have confidence in the 
president. 

Q: k11, I want to thank you very mch for taking the time to participate 
in this oral inte~iew. 

A: W11, I don't knw whether I enlightened you any on it, lxlt I told 
you everything I knw. 

Q: I think you did a terrific job. Thank you very rmch. 

A: Thank you. 

End of Side M, Tape One 


